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Public Acceptance of Human-Caused Climate
Change Is Gradually Rising

Lawrence C. Hamilton

ave recent extreme weather events in the United States shifted public opin-
ion on climate change? In late summer and fall 2017, disaster headlines were
common. Hurricanes caused damage along the Gulf Coast, and brought
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devastation to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. The West experienced severe wild- » Eyes Off the Earth? Public
fires, with 2 million acres aflame at one point. Although attributing particular events Opinion Regarding Climate
to climate change is difficult, scientists have noted that such extremes are becoming Science and NASA (June 2017)
increasingly frequent as climate warms.' » Where Is the North Pole? An
The graph tracks 36 nationwide and New Hampshire surveys since 2010 that all Election-Year Survey on Global
asked the same climate question.? Over this period, the percentage who say that climate Change (October 2016)

change is happening now, caused mainly by human activities, rose gradually from low-

» Was December Warm? Family,
50s to mid-60s.* In October, a New Hampshire survey reached 68 percent. That appears g
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consistent with extreme-weather effects—but it is too soon to know whether it will last. Weather (June 2016)
As the graph shows, in previous years, climate views did not respond quickly to events,
but they have been drifting slowly upwards.* Endnotes
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