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Patten Family Sales and
Funding Accelerator
Created at UNH
Wednesday, May 18, 2022

DURHAM, N.H.—A $1 million

gift from Harry Patten ’58 and

the Patten Family Foundation

will launch the Patten Family

Sales and Funding

Accelerator program at the

University of New

Hampshire’s Peter T. Paul

Entrepreneurship Center

(ECenter) this fall.

The program will provide sales coaching to startup founders/co-

founders who engaged at the ECenter as students and after

graduation as young alumni. The professional training will focus

on the unique aspects of selling products and services as a new

startup. After three months of training, founders will be certified

and eligible to apply for up to $50,000 in non-equity/non-recourse

loans. The sales coaching will increase the probability of

IAN GRANT (LEFT), EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR OF THE ECENTER AT

UNH, AND HARRY PATTEN.
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successful ventures—which is the goal. In addition, the current co-

working space will be named the Patten Family Co-Working

Space and Accelerator.

“I am so appreciative of Harry Patten’s continued support of the

Entrepreneurship Center which in turn helps entrepreneurial UNH

students succeed,” said UNH President James W. Dean Jr. “This

important gift will also increase the recognition of UNH as an

innovative and entrepreneurial university for students to attend.”

Patten is the foremost buyer and seller of recreational and

residential land in America. He has generated billions of dollars in

land sales over the course of his career, beginning in 1962. Patten

is currently chairman of National Land Partners, LLC, and Fortune

magazine named him one of the year’s “50 Most Fascinating

Businesspeople.” In 2011, he received the Horatio Alger Award

and was inaugurated into the UNH Alumni Entrepreneur Hall of

Fame in 2019.

“I’m sure that every student who completes this groundbreaking

program will have a leg up on their future success,” said Patten.

“Whether they move into a sales career or not, these students will

benefit from the experience. I say this because I firmly believe that

everything in life involves selling.”

According to ECenter Executive Director Ian Grant, there is

already a waiting list of students and young alumni wanting to join

the program.

“Over the past six years ECenter students have made great

strides to develop ideas and launch companies,” said Grant. “The

two biggest gaps are for student and young alumni founders to

learn how to sell their start-up idea/product/services to get paying

customers and to secure early-stage funding.”

The University of New Hampshire inspires innovation and

transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
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students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an

award-winning faculty in top-ranked programs in business,

engineering, law, health and human services, liberal arts and the

sciences across more than 200 programs of study. A Carnegie

Classification R1 institution, UNH partners with NASA, NOAA,

NSF and NIH, and received $260 million in competitive external

funding in FY21 to further explore and define the frontiers of land,

sea and space.
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Caption: Ian Grant (left), executive director of the ECenter at

UNH, and Harry Patten.
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