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STAFF WRITER
-

On Wednesday, September
16, multiple state representa-

a mask, and a vast majority
because of lack of information
residents must wear a face cov-

-

of Representatives occupies

-

Photo courtesy of Clark Knowles

-

vided by your constitution to

Representatives believe masks

and any law subject to viola-

be overstepped by any law,
mask ordinance, some repre-

-

your freedoms are in fact il-

-

comment on a post on Face-

NH state reps
continued on page 3

overstep personal freedoms

Durham small businesses navigate effects of COVID-19
By Lucas Henry
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER

-

-

Frank Silva is also optimiswere able to similarly transidecided to open an online store
-

-

businesses is one of cautious

-

vey, 48% of local businesses

pandemic in and you just—you
-

New Diversity

Sports start

Study abroad

5

7

8

-

12

16

What’s the

Weather?
Sept. 24
79/53
Cloudy

Since 1911

Sept. 25

INDEX*

78/55
Sunny

On the Spot: How CaPS is preparing for the year

Durham deals with influx
of students
Learn about the ups and downs of
UNH students’ arrival to campus
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sept. 26
81/61
Partly sunny

Sept. 27

4

6

“It is important that students get the experience whether it is in-person
or online.”

Steven Nedeau’s path to artistry

Patriots fall short of comeback against Seahawks
Sunday’s matchup of veteran
Seahawks quarterback Russell
Wilson and new-to-New England
Cam Newton ended in heartbreak
for Pats fans.

11

15

CONNECT

Josh Morrill | TNH.editor@unh.edu

Managing Editor

Anna Kate Munsey | TNH.me@unh.edu

Content Editor

Hannah Donahue | TNH.news@unh.edu

Sept. 28
76/56
Thunderstorms

Sept. 29
73/53
Rain

Sept. 30
71/49
Cloudy
Weather according to weather.com

Nedeau stresses that he wants his readers to use their own imagination.

Executive Editor

51/48
Rain

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
132 Memorial Union Building
Durham, NH 03824
603-862-1323

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM

@THENEWHAMPSHIRE
FIND US ON FACEBOOK

@THENEWHAMPSHIRE

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter at TNHdigital.com
CORRECTIONS-----IF YOU BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE MADE AN ERROR, OR IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS AND PRACTICES, YOU MAY CONTACT EXECUTIVE EDITOR JOSH MORRILL.

The next issue
of TNH will be
published on
Thursday, October 1,
2020

But you can find
new content
daily at

TNHdigital.com

3

News

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
NH state reps
continued from page 1

Thursday, September 24, 2020

-

-

a duly enacted ordinance in
-

of masks in our downtown core

and implemented a mandatory

would be a reason for someone
to appropriately not wear a

-

students, staff, contractors were

of our collective community,
requested everyone around me

-

-

-

to make some kind of politi-

came up, probably seniors,
came up to me and asked
-

-

-

and we need serious, focused,

in order to develop consensus
-

members temperatures and

-

-

tion to town protocol, members

indicated no member would be

Dean and university Spokes-

-

controversy, House Represenour state, and our local citizens
-

-

not wear masks was because
-

UNH reports 49 active COVID-19 cases; 38 faculty, 11 students
By Ben Domaingue
STAFF WRITER

-

-

-

Police Paul Dean announced

individuals, and incorporate all
cumulative test results reported
-

Photo courtesy of UNH

TNHdigital.com

4

Thursday, September 24, 2020

News

On the Spot

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE

Tyler Wenworth: How CaPS prepared for this year
By Aqeel Hisham
STAFF WRITER
The Career and Professional
Success (CaPS) department at the
University of New Hampshire
(UNH) has been one of the backbones in helping the professional
growth of UNH students. From
planning popular events like the
biannual Career and Internship
Fair to providing services to help
students get professional headshots, CaPS plays a vital role in
helping the university to achieve
its mission and strategic plan.
In light of the current situation, CaPS has adapted to the new
normal by providing most of its
services online, and attempted to
make the switch from physical
to online services as smooth and
quick as possible.
Tyler Wentworth, the director of marketing, communication, and engagement for CaPS
said that when the outbreak of
started back in March, CaPS had
to go online with everything. “We
were lucky to have all the technologies in place,” said Wentworth.
The UNH alumni-turned-staff
further explained that CaPS had
always been offering both physical and online services in the past
but only shifted to be operating
fully online when the pandemic
started. “We’re really proud that
only had to cancel a few events,”
said Wentworth. Although, he described the transition as a “crazy
experience.”
In terms of their engagement, Wentworth understood that
the decrease in interaction from
students this semester was caused
by COVID-19. “Students had to

learn how to be full-time students
online, and they’ve never done
that,” he said.
However, in order to keep
helping students this semester,
CaPS has extended its drop-in
hours since it was really popular
in previous years. “We have our
is available to answer questions
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays, and from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,”
said Wentworth.
Additionally, CaPS will be
providing professional headshots
this Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in front of Hood House. Wentwill be done through reservations;
students show up at their time,
there will be no waiting line and
stresses the importance of maka COVID-friendly environment.
“If there are a lot of students that
come and enjoy this free service,
we might do it every Friday,”
added Wentworth.
Nonetheless, CaPS biggest
challenge this semester is trydon’t know how to navigate this
campus yet; they may not know
about CaPS,” said Wentworth. He
explained that CaPS had to think
of different alternatives to inform
vices.
After the school decided to
shut down earlier this year, CaPS
was being proactive by involving themselves with the activities
by the UNH Admissions team.

Aqeel Hisham/TNH Staff
is not to cancel our events or services, but it’s how we can make
it happen,” said Wentworth. They
made an appearance during the
accepted students’ day and talked
to parents and students about the
services that they provide to create awareness. “It’s crucial because it was decision making time
for high school graduates,” added
Wentworth.
When asked about how
CaPS was preparing for important events such as the Career Fair
this semester, Wentworth said that
it was a lot of work. He added,
“This summer has been challenging to workers especially the
ones in higher education. But it

is important that students get the
experience whether it is in-person
or online.”
Wentworth explained that
CaPS was lucky to have been
partnering up with Handshake
because of the power capability
and the popularity of the app in
the United States. “Handshake
just built a virtual program in July
that we have been using for events
such as the Resume Review Day
this semester. I am thankful that
we’ve partnered up with Handshake because they manage the
technical aspect of it,” said Wentworth.
Responding to future plans,
Wentworth said that they are un-

sure if there will be any physical
events by CaPS, but he is optimistic that this semester will be
a learning process. “The beautiful thing is that now, in the fall
semester, we have learned a lot
just by the few events that we’ve
had,” he commented.
Besides learning, CaPS is
crease engagements from both
students and employers to prepare
them for the “even busier and crazier spring semester,” Wentworth
said. “One thing about the spring
semester is that we will have a lot
of options; if Plan A doesn’t work
out, we have Plan B and so on.”

Update: student activities and sports under new protocols
By Chloe Camelio
STAFF WRITER
One of the biggest changes
for students on campus this semester is both the postponement
of sports and changes regarding
in-person gatherings for student
organizations. A moratorium on
in-person gatherings for student
organizations has since been lifted, and sports teams have been
allowed to practice, but some uncertainty remains.
This past July, the announcement of the postponement of fall
sporting events left many unsure
of what an in-person campus experience would look like. Athletic Director Marty Scarano said,
“COVID has had an enormous
effect on the athletics dept. The
postponement of our competition
was an awful emotional event for
all of us but mostly the studentathletes. Obviously we are all living in stressful, uncertain times
and the month of July was very,
sions were being made... I am
so proud of our dept since then
though. We have a very solid CO-

VID mitigation plan, strict protocols and universal adherence
from all the staff, coaches and
athletes… So far, so good!”
Scarano also added, “The
crisis has devastated the budget.
Most of our revenue has dried up
and even though we aren’t comhead costs that need to be paid
such as compensations for staff
and coaches, scholarships for the
athletes and institutional costs.
We are undergoing a very thorough institutional review that is
analyzing everything about UNH
athletics and will ascertain how
we go forward.”
As for practicing, teams are
allowed to practice but under spehouse is under a lockdown, and
athletes are to pass through security, masks are required at all
times, locker rooms are closed
and gatherings are small and socially distanced.
When asked about the spring
season, Scarano responded, “The
entire fall sport season is postponed, it is our hope that all can
and will play an abbreviated
season in the spring. Our respec-

tive leagues are having intensive
meetings between AD’s and the
commissioners to strategize how
to play this spring. We are hopeful
and planning to play both basketball and hockey this semester…..
possibly starting by mid-November.”
Scarano explained students
are simply happy with being on
campus versus being fully remote.
He also said he wants this semester to be as normal as possible for
the athletes, so they can continue
engaging with each other while
also working on life skills, “...
In that regard we are using this
time to really work with them on
social justice issues…we have a
full slate of programs to address
BLM, register to vote initiatives,
civic minded events etc.”
The NCAA has granted every student athlete another year of
eligibility, but it is up to the athletes if they want to go on for their
With sporting events being
cancelled, students have turned to
clubs and organizations to socialize with their peers and engage
with university activities. Clubs
and organizations have also been

VID-19 protocols. In the spring
semester, clubs and organizations
on campus had been moved online for virtual meetings until further notice.
On Friday Sept. 18, Senior
Vice Provost for Student Life
Ken Holmes announced via email
that the moratorium placed on inperson student organization meetings at the beginning of the semester had since been lifted with
restrictions. While some student
organizations have begun to meet
in-person this week, many larger
groups remain online to reduce
the risk of spreading COVID-19.
This also allows students who
have stayed home this semester
to have access to the meetings.
Students are still allowed to create
new clubs on campus, however
the process has been delayed.
When asked if planning for
this semester in regards to clubs
and organization meetings, Executive Director of Student Engagement and Development Stacey
Hall responded, “In preparation
for fall semester, most rooms in
the MUB were initially designated for academic classes. Current-

ly, eight of the meeting and event
spaces are dedicated to academic
classes. As a result, two large
tents were rented to provide space
for student organizations to meet.
The Wild E Cat tent (Great Hall
Lawn) and Gnarlz Tent (Scott
Hall Lawn) are now available for
student organization reservations
using the same process as MUB
room reservations.”
Hall also said, “I appreciate
the efforts that student organization leaders have taken to comply
with UNH’s COVID guidelines.
This leadership will help us be
successful at navigating this diftruly stepped up to this challenge,
which is inspiring. One recommendation, I would like to share.
Many student leaders are seeking new strategies to recruit new
members. I encourage student
organizations to post upcoming
meetings and events in Wildcat
Link. Then students interested in
learning more about an organizaparticipating in meetings and how
to join.”
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Dean announces diversity and inclusivity initiative
By Ben Domaingue
STAFF WRITER
President James W. Dean Jr.
of the University of New Hampshire (UNH) announced the draft
of the soon-to-be diversity, equity
and inclusivity initiatives to promote a positive culture of inclusivity on campus.
The initiatives contain seven
distinct points that President Dean
munity. They range from working
to increase enrollment of students
of color to incorporating diversity
education into the Discovery Program. In doing so, Dean aims to
hire more instructors of color, as
well as have current faculty and
staff proactively address incidents
of bias and discrimination.
Though currently a draft,
the document has been a work
in progress for quite some time.
Dr. Nadine Petty, has worked on
the President’s Leadership Council (PLC) and assisted in the creation of the initiatives.
“The President’s Leadership
Council spent the summer engaged in personal diversity and
inclusion education in preparation for addressing the stated
concerns of our UNH community. The President’s Leadership
Council (PLC) read diversity-related books and past UNH reports
which included previous lists of

students’ demands. Members of
the PLC spoke to Black students,
faculty, and staff to gather necessary information and perspectives
and brought the knowledge and
insights that were gained to an allday retreat. The initiatives were
According to the UNH Campus Climate Survey, over 10% of
students surveyed experienced
incidents of harassment or exclusion due to their race. As a result,
the PLC and Dr. Petty worked
alongside student organizations
the Black Student Union (BSU)
and Diversity Support Coalition
(DSC).
“We solicited a broad invitation for anyone who wanted to
speak with us. DSC members embraced that opportunity and it is
my understanding that the student
demands listed in the appendix
of the President’s Task Force on
Campus Climate were created by
BSU members. Collectively, this
helped inform the strategic diverbroad spectrum of perspectives
from students, the PLC did not
include The Beauregard Center
tural Student Affairs) in the initial
drafting process. Speaking with
Cache Owens-Velasquez, the new
director of the Beauregard Center,
from preliminary planning.

“They have not included our
hope we can be part of the conDespite their exclusion from
preliminary planning, OwensVelasquez remains optimistic in
the effectiveness of Dean’s initiatives.
“I think the answer will begin to reveal itself as time goes on
because these things look really
Her counterpart, Lu Butterquez’s optimism.
“I think in higher-ed there
can be a cyclical issue of implementing things and positions
change or something happens. It
can be a variety of reasons. But
having a concrete plan and accountability measures on how
you want to implement things is
A common thread between
The Beauregard Center and the
PLC is their desire to shape the
Discovery Program in order to
promote inclusivity among different identities, especially at a point
where UNH recently experienced
a bias incident against the LGBTQIA community in Congreve
Hall, as reported on by The New
Hampshire.
In regards to expanding the

“It feels exciting to me if
we’re able to do a discovery class
then we are able to have a simistudents can move on from, and
if done early, it would leave more
time to dive deeper and begin unAlong with The Beauregard
Center, Student Body President
Nicholas Fitzgerald hopes to see
an expanded Discovery Program
within his term.
“I am in full support for this
initiative. I think it’s something
the university really needs going
forward. There are several areas I
am very adamant in pushing forward. One of the big things I am
pushing for under his fourth point,
he talks about adding Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion into the Discovery Program. Students want to
see a DEI requirement in the program somewhere. This could be
To alleviate certain worries
students may have about increasing workloads under an expanded
Discovery Program, Fitzgerald
offered students reassurance.
“There are things underway

but I cannot say until they are
public. They are not adding more
workload, they aren’t making the
discovery programs more tireRegardless, though the initiatives remain a draft, Fitzgerald
will not leave behind members of
other marginalized groups, such
as the LGBTQIA community.
“It’s something that goes
under the radar a lot. I will make
sure that will be heard. Working
alongside organizations such as
TransUNH is something I plan to
Despite these measures, not
much is known about how they
may be implemented. Fitzgerald
tion’s ability in seeking greater
transparency from the UNH administration.
“Transparency is the number
one issue I hear from students and
The Black Student Union
(BSU) and Diversity Support Coalition (DSC) did not respond for
comment.

Ferrel believes that having a
common platform could be much
more effective.

Courtesy of the University of New Hampshire

Courtesy of the University of New Hampshire
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Community members discuss return of students
By Sarah Levine
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
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UNH theater department offers video performances
By Isabelle Curtis
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
Senior theater & directing
major Alex Natario was excited
last spring semester when he was
cast as the antagonist, Mr. Shears,
in the University of New Hampshire (UNH) theater department’s
production of “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the NightTime;” a 2012 play that follows
the story of a 15-year-old autistic boy Christopher Boone as his
investigation into the killing of
a dog leads him on a journey of
self-discovery.
The show’s cast only completed one read through of the
script before UNH shut down.
“It was a huge let down,”
said Natario. “But obviously we
knew it was the right then. However, having to go home after
having such an exciting show laid
down in front of us—it was not a
happy time.”
The outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) meant the
UNH theater department now had
restrictions.
There were originally plans
to postpone the “The Curious
Incident” but as the COVID-19
cases continued to rise and colleges across the country closed
for the semester, it soon became
clear that wouldn’t be a possibility. There were also thoughts of
hosting a virtual performance, but
they were dismissed due to worries over licensing issues. The
celed.
However, UNH Theater &
Dance professor and the show’s
director David Kaye couldn’t
shake the feeling that there had
to be some way for the show to
continue.
“Maybe there was a degree
of just an unwillingness to let
it go,” explained Kaye. “I was

hoping maybe we could do it the
following year, but I felt bad because I had seniors, and this was
going to be their last production.
I couldn’t let go of the fact that
their performance career at UNH
was going to come to such an unceremonious end.”
the show’s cast and, of the original 16 actors and stage manager,
only four actors left the project.
Kaye’s disappointment over the
original play’s cancellation was
how to perform a play entirely
over Zoom.
Kaye has had some experience with virtual performance
before having directed two shows
that featured “telematic performance.”
Telematic performance is
a technique usually used during
an otherwise live theater performance to virtually connect to actors in another location. This was
ers would be virtual.
Kaye, Natario and the rest of
work around Zoom’s limitations.
One development was the “sock
technique” where the performers
would place a black sock over
their camera to allow for easy
blackouts to work around Zoom’s
lag when turning the cameras on
and off.
However, the format of the
play wasn’t the only thing that
changed.
“We were no longer really
telling the story of Christopher
and his adventure going to London,” Kaye explained. “So now
what we really had to discover
was what were the touch points of
that story that related to what was
happening to everyone now.”
The show, now dubbed “The
Curious Incident of a Curious Incident: A Pandemic Meta-Play,”
focused more on the feelings of
isolation Christopher experiences
throughout the story. Kaye also

Courtesy of Isabelle Curtis
explained how one of the biggest
heralds Christopher faces is not
being able to read facial expressions and how the cast related that
to the use of face masks.
“It was a completely unique
experience. It wasn’t the most
tario said, laughing. “But it was
unique.”
While no shows this semester will be using Zoom as a platform, the UNH theater department is instead offering shows as
streamable video performances.
Natario is working on one such
production, having been cast as
King Oberon in UNH’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
The actors are allowed to be
as everyone else on set is wearing
a mask and socially distancing,

according to the New Hampshire
Department of Health and Human
Services’ and UNH’s performance
guidelines. Sophomore secondary
theater education major Sydni
Furtado, who is a technical asthe additional measures the department is taking, including
sanitizing props whenever they’re
touched, washing costumes every
night and having actors keep their
personal belongings in bags. Actors also have to show up to set in
full makeup because they aren’t
allowed to take their masks off in
the dressing room.
The new sanitization practices have taken some getting used
student actors like Natario and
Furtado has been learning how to
work around not being able to be
close to their fellow actors.
perform while remembering to
remain physically distant,” said
Furtado. “Especially in a scene
that urges the actors to be close to
each other, so we’ve had to adapt
emotional connections or the excitement of a scene without hug-

Courtesy of Isabelle Curtis

Kaye tries to make this transition a little easier by encouraging students to change the meaning they place on gestures. “Can
we endow a touch on a shoulder,
so it is the equivalent of a kiss? I
think we can,” says Kaye.
Kaye still worries about students who aren’t able to practice
the highly physical and emotional
parts of acting due to COVID-19
restrictions. The theater department has supplied students with
clear masks so facial expressions
can be more easily seen, but the
problem of social distancing still
remains.
“There’s no doubt that there’s
something lost,” said Kaye. Kaye
is trying to supplement this gap
by offering sessions three times a
week for his students who want to

learn those skills.
While student actors are
feeling the educational impact
of COVID-19 there seems to be
little change for students in theater tech, according to technical
theater and design major Natalya
Salvati. Salvati is currently assistant stage manager for UNH’s
production of “We the People”
and “Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins.” Because the shows are
being released as streamed performances, rather than completely
virtual on Zoom, Salvati can still
work on lighting, stagecraft and
costume design despite the pandemic.
The outbreak of COVID-19
has offered UNH student actors
a new set of experiences they
may have never had before the
pandemic. Natario expressed his
gratitude for his experience perMidsummer Night’s Dream,” but
voiced his anticipation for the live
theater. A feeling shared by his
fellow student actors.
“After this is all over, I’m
going to want to stay as far away
from Zoom as possible,” laughed
Furtado.
Natario is also excited to see
the positive effects the innovation
caused by the pandemic will have
on the art world, but Kaye does
worry whether live theater will
venience in the future because of
COVID-19.
“Sometimes I just feel like
things are at their best when they
are at their nature and, at its nature, theater is about a whole
bunch of people being together
and experiencing something
physically together,” said Kaye.
“I would hate to see that be lost
because it is just more convenient to sit at home and watch it
on a laptop. I just don’t think it’s
a comparative experience, to me
it’s a lesser experience and would
we want to do something lesser.”
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Durham mural to get makeover from local artists

Courtesy of Lucas Henry
By Lucas Henry
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
After six years of providing
a backdrop to countless photo
shoots, one of Durham’s popular
murals is getting a makeover for a
special cause.
Nestled between Durham
House of Pizza and Hayden
Sports lies a bright piece of local
art. The entire wall of the alley is

people. According to Sarah Gra
ham and Katherine Norling, own
ers of Main Street Makery and
Van Claus Designs respectively,
the mural has its roots as a com
munity project. They’re the mas
terminds behind this artwork, in
addition to the second mural on
the opposite side near Hayden
Sports. Not once in six years has
the mural been defaced, unless
you count loving additions such
as googly eyes on the owl and
ers. According to Katherine, it’s
a testament to how much people

respect the art.
Now, there will be new mu
rals. They’re dividing the entire
sections and selling them off to
local artists. All proceeds are go
ing to End 68 Hours of Hunger,
a charity organization committed
to providing meals to underprivi
leged students on the weekends
when schools cannot provide
food.
The spots went up for sale on
Sept. 17, and have almost com
pletely sold out. Artists have li
cense to paint to their heart’s con

tent within their square. At least
two University of New Hamp
shire (UNH) senior art students
are participating, with a total of
28 artists coming together so far
to make this fundraiser a reality.
“It’s our way to give back
to the community,” said Graham.
“As a business you’re always
thinking, what’s something I can
do to my direct community. By
creating these murals it’s such a
visual and impactful moment.”
makeover, Roger Hayden, who
owns the wall, gave permission

to extend the mural further back
onto the fence and a connected
small building.
A spokesperson for the Oys
ter River End 68 Hours of Hun
ger branch said they’re thrilled
to see the results. They’re always
to their food pantry in addition
to local fundraisers like this mu
ral. Every family that approaches
them gets sent home for the week
end with food. With the winter
approaching coupled with the
pandemic, they expect to see an
increase in families enrolled.

UNH cancels J-term and spring study abroad
By Shawn Latulippe
DESIGN EDITOR
On Tuesday Sept. 22 Associ
ate Vice Provost for International
Programs Kerryellen Vroman an
nounced via email to University
of New Hampshire (UNH) stu
abroad programming.
grams are typically one to three
weeks of international travel led
by UNH faculty, but have been
deemed unsafe by UNH for the
upcoming winter, as international

travel is not expected to become
safer for students by then.
In the email to students, Vro
man said “Typically, these edu
cational and cultural experiences
with a faculty member involve
cultures, and visiting places of
quarantine requirement in most
countries, restrictions on U.S.
travelers, and the State Depart
ment rating most countries at the
unrealistic and unsafe.”
Vroman continued, “Circum
stances related to international
travel for January through May

will change. Due to the recent
worldwide upward trend of CO
hood of a vaccine in the next six
months, traveling will remain un
safe and limited in the foreseeable
future. Other barriers to education
abroad are border closures to U.S.
travelers and an increased risk of
contracting the virus when travel
ing.”
However if a student is not
discouraged by the risk of travel
ing internationally and possible
risk of exposure to the coronavi
rus they can petition to UNH to go
abroad during the spring semes
ter with a possible extenuating

circumstance. Vroman said, “in
these cases, a student or unit (pro
gram director) may petition to the
International Travel Risk Review
Committee (ITRRC) for prior
approval. Examples of possible
exceptions are travel to a country
that permits entry for study or in
ternships and exchanges accept
ing U.S. students. All cases must
be thoroughly assessed for risk
and deemed to be acceptable irre
spective of the country’s State De
partment rated risk level. Please
contact your College’s education
abroad advisor for information on
the petition process.”
Vroman encouraged students

that are unable to travel abroad
internationally to look into pro
grams that UNH offers within the
U.S., such as Study Away in the
U.S.A. or the Semester in the City
program.
“Start planning for future
study abroad experiences,” Vro
man said. “It is never too soon
to start conversations with your
academic advisor and your educa
tion abroad advisor about all the
different international educational
experiences that are available, at
tend a virtual education abroad
information session, and visit the
website
https://www.unh.edu/
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Continuing traditions: Floor Wars
By Melanie Matts
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
The University of New
Hampshire (UNH) Residential
Life creatively continued the tradition of “Floor Wars” despite the
coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions and guidelines.
Floor Wars, a multi-night
residential halls has occurred at
the university for over 40 years
according to Darnelle BosquetFleurival, assistant director of
Residential Life. The events take
place within residential halls in
the opening month of the acaaccording to Bosquet-Fleurival,
“connection, connection, connection, building community! Our
dents are able to meet people on
a sense of belonging in the community.”
When it came to putting on
the intense competitions between
dential Life department had quite
the challenge with implementing new COVID-19 guidelines.
According to the hall director
manual, the restrictions put into
place included, no more than 25
people in a group, activities and
participants must remain six feet
apart, hand sanitizer and sanitary
wipes located at each event, and
any food must be individually
packaged.
When asked how Residential

Life went about this challenge,
Janett Thomas, Upper Quad hall
director, said “We really had to
think outside the box on how we
could get people engaged who
might not be comfortable with
just being physically distant.”
Res. Life did just that. With
a variety of activities, both in person and online, residents got to
wars. Some activities included
Kahoot wars, Zoom challenges,
newspaper fashion shows, and
a variety of other activities that
ranged between residence halls.
Sophomore Morgan Bowles
commented on how the bottle
vorite within Upper Quads competitions.
Although there were certain
wars, the turnout was still the
same. Holly Fosher, hall director
of Handler Hall, said “I was actually really happy about the turnout
this year, even compared to last
year! We were only allowed to
have 25 people, but we staggered
the times for the competitions
times which really helped.”
One of the main concerns of
Res. Life when it came to hostresidents. Thomas commented on
how well residents followed COVID-19 guidelines saying “Yes!
100%. Of course there’s the rush
and excitement of the games, but
overall it was very doable and our
residents showed us that we can

Courtesy of Holly Fosher
COVID.”
Thomas was not the only one
to feel this way. Sophomore Izzy
Medeiros said “the activities that
they chose made it really easy to
follow the COVID guidelines, I
felt safe, and it was still fun even
with COVID restrictions.”
As residence halls wrapped
up the week of exciting competiwars this year was conquered.
“The activities change, and how
we get people involved changes,
has stayed the same,” said Bosquet-Fleurival.

Courtesy of Holly Fosher

Fall sports cancelled, students seek new ways to be involved
By Kimberly Lowrey
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
The University of New
Hampshire (UNH) has decided
to postpone fall season sports
and cancel Homecoming. These
changes are among many that students have had to endure in their
fall semester due to new guidelines and rules because of the
coronavirus (COVID-19). Since
this announcement, students have
had to look for new ways to stay
involved on campus.
In an email sent by President
James Dean and Athletic Director
Marty Scarano to UNH students
on July 17, it was divulged that
fall sports would be postponed
and Homecoming and Family
Weekend in October would not
be held.
In an effort to maintain the
health and safety of the campus
community, Homecoming was
cancelled and fall sports were
postponed as its students and staff
are transitioning to be safely on
campus amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

When asking students their
opinions, they agreed with the
decisions but were still saddened
by sports postponements and the
loss of the campus event that was
to take place this October.
“Sports brought people together and without that, you feel
like something is missing in daily
year students who won’t get to
experience tailgating and student
athletes that don’t get to play because it’s a big part of their identities.” The postponement of sports
and cancellation of Homecoming
“affects so many people, seniors
who are graduating, freshmen,
transfer students, and student athletes,” said Stephanie Santiago,
a junior at UNH. “I understand
with COVID going on and thinking back on Homecoming it’s
massive groups of people with no
distance, so I get it.”
Santiago, who also works as
a residential assistant in the Upper
Quad said, “I feel like the lack of
sports games puts more pressure
on res[sic] life to host events that
people want to come to while still
maintaining COVID guidelines.”

Santiago has been working to
residential hall that will engage
students and also help “in making
connections for freshmen and other students so they feel connected
with the community.”
Jordan Conn, a junior at
UNH on the football team, said he
was actually prepared when they
postponed the fall season. He also
said, “I do agree with the [postponement] of fall sports. I think
attempting to play a spring season is a good idea (if it is deemed
safe to do so) and I think us playing would only contribute to the
spread of the virus.”
Speaking on the possibility of a competing season in the
spring for fall sports, the “Why
Postpone Fall” FAQs on the UNH
Athletics page states “there are
many factors that will go into
studying the feasibility of a competition structure [for the spring].
While we will need to be patient
as conditions related to the pandemic evolve, we must not waste
time in this regard and will immediately identify a working group
to begin researching and formulating options.”

Though sports seasons have
been postponed and sporting
events have been cancelled, there
are still campus events students
can attend to stay involved and
social.
One of the best ways for stutual events to attend is by looking
at the UNH Master Calendar. According to the calendar, there are
many events students can attend
daily which they may not have
seen advertised around campus.
For example, on Oct., 6 lawn
games will be set up on Scott Hall
Lawn, also known as the Fishbowl, for students and the UNH
community. The games will be in
the Fishbowl from 1:30 p.m. to 4
p.m. and they are going to be held
every Tuesday.
The best way for students to
hear about hall socials is to check
their emails, follow their hall on
around the building, according to
Santiago. For example, the Upper Quad has an Instagram page
where they share events happening in the hall with residents such
where residents are encouraged

to meet new people while safely
playing games. Flyers around the
building also advertise hall socials.
Pinar Gokalp, a senior at
UNH, said the cancellation of
Homecoming makes her “very
sad.” Like many students, it’s
her senior year and unfortunately
the last chance she would have
to attend the event as a student.
She mentioned that the postponement of sports must also be hard
for the athletes who still have to
train. “Other than that though, it’s
not the end of the world,” Gokalp
said. “We’re more focused on
other things and building smaller
communities at this point because
that’s all we can do,” Gokalp
added.
While staying safe amid the
COVID-19 pandemic has taken
away community events such as
sports games and Homecoming,
students can still utilize hall socials, and other campus events to
forge friendships and to not feel
so isolated during these unprecedented times.
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The show goes on!
Fall 2020’s Theater Performances

By Allison Musitano
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Making the reader question?
On the Spot with author
Steven M. Nedeau
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found a new book you just love? Hate the new album on billboard’s top 100?
write a review for the arts!
pitch at tnh.arts@gmail.com
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After Volinsky Loss, Progressives Shrug for Feltes
By Evan Ringle
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER
Earlier in the year in February,
young progressives across
New Hampshire celebrated
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ victory in
the New Hampshire Primary.
Sanders won New Hampshire
with 76,324 votes – 25.7% of
the electorate. It was a plurality,
but it was a victory. Sanders’
win in New Hampshire couldn’t
have happened without the
enthusiastic support of New
Hampshire’s abundance of young
college voters, who consistently
lean progressive.
This kind of youthful and
progressive support is what gave
life to Andru Volinky’s campaign
for governor. A member of
New Hampshire’s Executive
Council and well-known in the
state for his support of public
education, Volinsky announced
his campaign for governor in
late October 2019, running as
a progressive contrast to the
party-preferred State Sen. Dan
Feltes. Not only was Volinsky
further to the left than Feltes on
issues such as health care and
climate change action, but he
was able to get the right groups
and the right people to make this
clear to younger voters in New
Hampshire. Volinsky earned
the endorsements of the New
Hampshire Youth Movement
and the Sunrise Movement,
two progressive activist groups
focusing much of their work on
climate change. He even won the
endorsement of Bernie Sanders –
Volinsky was one of the opening
speakers to Sanders’ University
of New Hampshire (UNH)
rally featuring The Strokes the
night before New Hampshire’s
presidential primary. Polls close
to the state primary showed
Volinsky and Feltes neck and
neck, some with Volinsky even
in the lead. But the endorsements
and support of progressive
voters wasn’t enough to edge
the progressive candidate to the

votes.
Volinsky was unable to capture the momentum that managed
to give his biggest endorser, Sen.
Sanders, a victory in New Hampshire. And the victor, State Sen.
Dan Feltes, has secured the Democratic nomination to go against
Republican incumbent Gov. Chris

Sununu in November, one of the
most popular governors in the
country – without the enthusiastic
support of New Hampshire’s most
progressive groups.
“I’m struggling to see a path
to victory for him. Like, it’s hard
for me to envision a way that he
can actually win a majority of the
folks in New Hampshire’s votes
in November,” said Sayles Kasten, co-director of organizing for
the New Hampshire Youth Movement (NHYM). NHYM endorsed
Volinsky through an internal election of their members and did
supplementary work for his campaign to turn out voters.
Ruby Carr, a member of
NHYM on UNH campus said her
hesitance for Feltes came from
differences in political ideology: “Especially in comparison
to Volinsky, [Feltes] seemed more
weakness if you want to appeal to
younger voters - which is kind of
a struggle within the Democratic
party right now because we’re trying to appeal to independents and
moderates when really we need to
appeal to younger people,” said
Carr, who participated in Get Out
the Vote efforts for Volinsky on
UNH’s Durham campus.
Kasten doesn’t believe
that Volinsky’s loss is because
of massive philosophical disagreements between younger
and older voters in New Hampshire: “I honestly think if you ask
most people in New Hampshire if
everyone should have health care
they’re gonna say ‘Yes.’ It’s not a
coincidence that our [positions]
are popular,” continued Kasten.
Maria Smith-Lopez was a
digital communications intern for
the Volinsky campaign who decided to work for Councilor Volinsky because of his comprehension of issues that young people
care about: “Climate change is
obviously one of the foremost issues for a lot of people our age.”
Smith-Lopez spoke highly of Volinsky’s awareness of the stakes
involved in taking on climate
change: “To me he’s the strongest
candidate on this issue because
he understands that 2050 isn’t acceptable [to reach zero fossil fuel
emissions] … To enact these bold
climate plans, part of that is you
can’t prop up fossil fuels anymore, so he was the only candidate who never took any money
from any fossil fuel corporation of
any kind and he never supported
in any way Liberty Utility’s efforts to expand New Hampshire’s

Courtesy of Feltes campaign
reliance on fossil fuel.” SmithLopez’s comment on cutting
emissions by 2050 not being bold
enough is actually a goal Dan
Feltes supports on the issues page
of his website: “As governor, Dan
will act swiftly to declare New
Hampshire’s clean-tech economy
open for business by implementincluding committing to 100%
clean energy by 2050…” It’s a
perfect analogy for many of the
disagreement’s progressives share
toward Feltes – his incremental
approach appears to them as a
lack of commitment to tackling
the issues they care about most.
With that said, Smith-Lopez
was not opposed to supporting
Feltes, and gave him credit for
certain political stances: “If Andru
hadn’t run, Dan would’ve been a
very strong candidate in my eyes.
Because through the primary, he’s
worked on a lot of fantastic clean
energy bills in the legislature. And
although he supported incremental minimum wage increase, he
still supports raising the minimum
wage to $15 even if he has a different strategy getting there… So
if he wins that’ll be very positive

for New Hampshire’s future.”
When asked if he thinks the
closeness of the election results
shows a need to appeal to more
progressive voters, Senator Feltes
emphasized his commitment as
a candidate for people of every
ideology in New Hampshire: “I
really reject the label of being
progressive, moderate or conservative, establishment or not establishment… That’s not what this is
about to me, it’s public service,”
said Sen. Feltes. Sen. Feltes spoke
about his background growing up
in a working family, and the work
he did as a legal aid lawyer during
his commitment to working people in New Hampshire. “It’s not
tion, it’s their circumstance. And
big corporations are doing just
know who’s not? Working people
and working families; seniors on
looking out for, and that’s what
this race is all about to me.”
Sen. Feltes also spoke about
positions that he thinks will unite
younger Volinsky voters going
into the general election: “We

@thenewhampshire

support among other things getting rid of the criminalization of
marijuana. It’s been a disaster,
particularly for communities of
color. We made progress on that
at the state house, but the lone
barrier is Chris Sununu… I am
the candidate who supports marijuana legalization.” Feltes also
pointed to his legislative work
on green energy in the Senate,
and his commitment to student
debt relief if elected as governor.
“You’ve got someone like me
who stands up—as the youngest
Senate Majority Leader in state
history—stands up for our values,
and on the other side you’ve got
Chris Sununu who calls himself,
in his own words, ‘A Trump guy
through-and-through’… So don’t
tell me that there’s not contrast
here in this race. There’s a huge
contrast. It’s night and day on
these issues.”
Sen. Feltes is a far more progressive candidate than Gov. Sununu. It’s likely that young people
will rally to support him, despite
differences on executing similar
goals. However, it’s yet to be seen
how excited they’ll be to do so.
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Opinion: Sports betting done right
By Evan Edmonds
STAFF WRITER

If you’re one of those
impossibly rare college kids
with a little bit of extra money
sitting around or you’re trying to
turn that $1.74 in your checking
account into $5 (or maybe even
more), look no further than a
well-known app that’s one of
my new favorites - DraftKings
Sportsbook.
For individuals outside of
New Hampshire, this sports
betting app might come as a
surprise since it’s only legal in
15 other states. New Hampshire
is the 16th state as of December
30, 2019. Keeping in mind you
should always bet responsibly,
and perhaps being at UNH is an
opportunity for students on and
around campus to put their sports
knowledge to the test and make
some money out of it.
The app itself has a slew of
American and international sports
to place bets on - by all means,
stick to what you know, basketball, football, baseball, etc. If
you’re feeling adventurous, that
option is there too, whether it’s
the PGA Tour, Swedish league
soccer or even table tennis. It’s
pretty easy to navigate, and for
new users they provide guidelines
to make sure that you know what
you’re doing with your money.
Some may frown on betting,
but for others like myself it is a
shameless hobby. By no means
am I good at the betting I do—I

have a long way to go, but what
it does do is bring new stakes to
potentially irrelevant and less
exciting matchups. No neutral
fan wants to put on Knicks vs.
Wizards or Jets vs. Washington,
they’re just not great teams. But
when you slap a bet on either of
ing at the TV in the fourth quarter begging Bradley Beal and the
Wizards to cover 3.5 points or
counting up Sam Darnold’s yards
wishing you could call the plays
yourself. Betting puts a little spice
into those types of games.
From a purely amateur user
of DraftKings Sportsbook who
may be slightly addicted: here’s a
few do’s and don’ts.
With great betting power
comes great betting responsibility. Don’t be a hero. I’ve thrown
out erroneous bets on multiple occasions based on a gut feeling and
I’ve still been surprised when they
don’t work out, I’ll admit it. It’s
all about small gains: those $1 to
$5 bets are the ones that can build
up over time and earn you a cushion of cash to work with so you
account. Cam Newton to score a
rushing touchdown? Yes. Lakers
to beat Denver? Yes. Josh Richardson to outscore Marcus Smart?
Yes (a very successful bet in the
Celtics and 76’ers series earlier
this postseason). It doesn’t have
to be clear cut, you can get creative, but don’t be a hero.
Don’t bet on an athlete to
have an over the top night just

Courtesy of Draft Kings
because you feel like it. It’s really
easy to feel attached to a favorite
player or fantasize yourself winning it big based off of a super
niche and unlikely bet. Most of
the time though, it’s not worth
the risk. It may not seem like real
money once it’s just a number
staring at you from the app, but it
Don’t let your favoritism get
in the way. It’s easy to make a bet
based on the love for your team
rather than all the factors that contribute to odds. This is a big weakness of mine, but it’s important to

remember, you [or your team in
this case] can’t win them all, and
athletes can’t always have a perfect game. They’re humans, just
like you, betting from your couch.
Do your research! There’s
plenty of resources online and
right on ESPN for you to choose
from, and they’re pretty reliable
(most of the time - I’m looking at
you, Max Kellerman). The betting
guides on the actual DraftKings
website are pretty clear cut and
reliable for new players. They list
a whole lot of things that should
be self-explanatory, but just to

Newsroom Poll

clear things up: if you don’t watch
enough of the sport or you’re uninformed, it’s not wise to make
any bets.
Lastly, do have fun and be
responsible. It’s easy to fall down
a rabbit hole and try to compensate for lost money. Don’t fall for
it - manage your funds well and
don’t get sucked too far into the
tempting world of sports betting fun.
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
It’s a name that rings of stability and pioneership.
It’s a name that many idolize, and a name that few can measure up to.
Sadly, on September 18, the
owner of this name passed away
at the age of 87.
The Cornell grad was a trailblazer for women in the workplace, as she was only the second
woman to be appointed a Supreme Court justice.
hearing, Ginsburg graduated law
school, served as a law clerk in
the Southern District of New
be hired with tenure at Columbia University and served as the
director of the Women’s Rights
Project of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), among
the other positions she held.
However, obtaining these
titles was not her goal.
Behind her petite frame and
stoic personality, Justice Ginsburg sought out one thing: gender
equality.
In her 40 years serving on
the superior court, she didn’t accomplish her goal, but she made
ever change gender roles.

Court decision concerning gender
equality was in the United States
vs. Virginia. This challenged the
Virginia Military Insititute, which
boasted about themselevs being
the only all-male public undergraduate higher learning institution in Virginia.
Eventually, the Supreme
Court voted 7-1 in favor of the
U.S. due to Virginia’s failure to
show an “exceedingly persuasive
ased policy. But, it wasn’t about
the decision per say, but more
about who presented it.
The majority opinion was
written and announced by Ginsburg, which set the tone for her
role among her eight peers.
A strong, powerful woman
country’s last misogynistic institutions. It was poetry in action for
the rational, kind-hearted people
of the nation.
Her stance as a moderate-liberal that exuded power by having
the ability to hear multiple sides
of arguments was instrumental in
the development of the Supreme
Courts, as well as lower courts.
Currently, half of the law students and one-third of the federal
judges in the U.S. are women.

This doesn’t include the women
that hold 30% of the law school
deanships.
She made a difference, and
that’s indisputable.
The time where women are
viewed as subordinates has not
subsided as I write this, but Ginswomen to keep her dream alive.
Countless women (both famous and not) have voiced the
in their hearts. From lawyers to
judges to actresses, the list goes
on.
To me, RGB will be remembered not as a person, but rather
togetherness and the endless pursuit of equality.
I’ll leave you with a quote
from Justice Ginsburg that has
across it years ago.
“Fight for the things that you
care about, but do it in a way that
to do it her way; with an open
mind and an inclusive heart.

Josh Morrill
Executive Editor
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Herro wills Heat past Celtics in Game 4 of ECF
ending the half with no points

By Shaun Petipas

the Celtics took better care of
-

SPORTS EDITOR

The Boston Celtics and the
Miami Heat battled it out in
Orlando for Game 4 but a slow

With Tatum not putting
points on the board, he had to
get in the box score another

-

ever, it wasn’t just Tatum who
had trouble holding on to the
ball as the Celtics combined

tecting the ball hurt them and
as both teams fought back and
The Miami Heat came out on
Herro going six-for-eight and
Meanwhile, Tatum started the
game cold missing each of

savior when Butler was on the
bench and the Celtics stormed
back at the end of the third and
The Celtics and Tatum
found their offensive game af-

continues to be their plague in
The Heat kept the presand even though the Celtics
tainable on the offensive end
-

Herro was outstanding for them

the Celtics top tier defense,
and each found themselves in
run but his team was there to

thing that got in the Celtics

Walker and Brown were the
best performers for the Celtics
Tatum continued his struggles

when the Heat opened the

Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro shooting 41.7% in playoffs.

After doing a great job in
the third protecting the ball
need to cut the turnovers out

and Tatum found their games

Now it’s win or go home for

with Tatum coming out hot
were able to cut the lead to
points the Celtics could still

T. Herro

37 PTS

6 REB

3 AST

J. Tatum

28 PTS

9 REB

4 AST

Newton, Wilson shine in 35-30 Seahawks victory
By Brackett Lyons

a name for himself running
short crossing patterns, a staple

STAFF WRITER

ed again on third down throw-

tempted a two-point conversion
to make it a three-point game
but failed, leaving the score at
Wilson once again made a

The drive sputtered inside the

-

ing with running back Chris

-

sack on Newton forced a Nick
-

Wilson was hit on the throw
Those were the last points

countered and upended Newton
as he attempted to jump for the

-

ton had a career night throw-

had worked for two previous

The game got off to a great
next drive using both his legs

also threw for one touchdown

hands of tight end Greg Olsen
and intercepted and returned

he has to be better at the end
of games and that the team
put themselves in the position

offense driving when he was

defensive captain paid tribute

-

Head coach Bill Belichick

down for his second rushing
passes against a Bill Belichick coached team since Drew
handful of incredible throws

was left wide-open on a blown
were now in a one-score game
parent’s tragic involvement in a

Newton rebounded from his
earlier mistake and began the

After the interception, the

to force a three-and-out to
give Newton and the offense a
stretched out and made an in-

second incompletion of the

The sour end to an enter-

was back and forth and ended

looked to be setting up for his

-

the night but instead dropped
-

goal-line defense to fullback
-

optimistic for a season that
some viewed as a rebuild just

TNHDIGITAL.COM
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“Zoom became the way of life” for UNH athletics

The backside of the scoreboard to Wildcat Stadium featuring The University of New Hampshire’s mascot, the Wildcat, overlooks an empty field.

By Cameron Beall

from home in March and didn’t

SPORTS EDITOR

Mike Murphy, associate
athletic director for communications at the UNH, recalls the days
house and be greeted by seven
You never knew where your
Simply walking from door-todoor you’d have the potential
of talking to head coaches from
every sport,” explained Mur-

have only been on zoom once
or twice prior, but it quickly
became is primary means of
ply walking down the hall to
meet with a coach or a player,
he now had to learn this whole
When he did eventually
in May he said that he bumped
into a few people in the building but joked that they were
“kind of distrusting each other
A month later Murphy
began coming to campus once

He also recalls the day
where “zoom became the way
when Murphy went into the
bers the day because he wore
his fancy green pants but “there
weren’t all that many people

He didn’t do his work from his
up to the press box at Wildcat
Stadium where the media sits
ted this gave him a sense of
normalcy, being able to have
some face-to-face interactions,

Murphy began working

to try and scheme a way to
play sports this fall and were
pretty close to moving forward

here in New Hampshire and
the national trend was fairly
positive, and then when the
pandemic took the awful turn
that it did after the Fourth of
July it became increasingly
obvious that we weren’t going
to put our student athletes in as
good of a position as we had
hoped relative to their safety
and welfare, and it probably
was going to stress the resourcways it wasn’t the right thing
Murphy explained that the
toughest part of the job since
the postponement of fall sports
has been not having the same
internal timeframe as he’s ac-

as some groups of studentathletes would be training for

sent their students home for the
remainder of the spring, they
No more school meant no more
sports, and no more sports
meant that Murphy along with
everybody else that worked in

most days meeting with the
dean, the coaches, and fellow
athletic directors in the confer-

of Athletics, Marty Scarano,
announced that postponement

the calendar changes to midJuly, you start thinking it’s time
to get ramped up for football
media day in the last week

job over the summer looked a
little bit different than MurHe found himself on calls

camp opens in August, teams
are on campus, and you’re

He went on to explain
that one of the more frustrating parts of the semester has
been that he hasn’t met any
much easier for him to set up
meetings and interviews with
people he’s built relationships
with but has been unable to do
that with the newcomers to this
Athletic Communications, Jim
Wrobel, explained the difference between this fall and ones
that he’s experienced in the
“We’re as busy as we’ve
ever been, it’s just a different

Jordan Conn, who has
been a part of the program for
multiple years, explained that
in the past a typical week for
him included going into the
and working on whatever asWhile this hasn’t necessarily
changed too much this time
around for Conn, he explains
having games to look forward
“Everybody is disappointed
a lot of fun especially for the
interns to work because you get
it’s like to do the stuff behind

He noted that in the past the
staff generally works the games
that are going on that week and
they get to go home after it’s
so different is the different kind
of content that needs to be produced without the safety net of
Wrobel explained that they
have been busy getting stories
up on the website and creating
graphics, but ultimately “it’s
Even the students workexperiencing the loss of a fall
and communication internship
for UNH students that works
closely with each of the teams

hope in the coming months,
been working towards attempting a season, and the NCAA
has announced an opening date

way back to being normal for

