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DISCRIMINATION ISSUE N O T  DUCKED
Inter-Fraternity Council

A  Statement

D ear E d ito r H oey,
A fter read ing th e  last issue of T he N ew  Hampshire, the  In te r-F ra te rn ity  

Council feels th a t a retrac tion  and  co r
rec t sta tem en t o f the facts is ow ed to 
us. T hey  a re  as follow s:O n M ay 2, 1955 a t  A G R  the follow ing  resolution  was presen ted  to  the 
council: “ T h a t the fra tern ities a t the U n iversity  of N ew  H am pshire  are opposed to  discrim ination clauses. T hose 
fra tern ities w ho are forced by national fra te rn ity  clauses to  practice discrim i
nation, hereby pledge them selves to 
w ork at their national conventions for 
th e  rem oval of these  clauses.” As this reso lu tion  was of vital im portance to 
th e  fra ternal system  the resolution  was 
tab led  until the next m eeting, M ay 16, 
1955. to perm it the delegates to  discuss th is  im po rtan t problem  a t their fra te r
n ity  m eetings. I t  was felt by the coun
cil th a t this resolution  should be dis
cussed by all the  fra tern ity  m em bers, 
no t ju s t representa tives on I.F .C . I t  was clearly  und er:tood , a t the tim e of 
tab ling , tha t the resolution  was to  be 
on the agenda of the next m eeting.

O n M ay 16, 1955 a t  A.T.O . the reso
lution w as b ro u g h t up and  discussed. T he resolution  was overw helm ingly 
passed. T his is an  im p o rtan t m ilestone for the In te r-F ra te rn ity  Council as it 
is the first tim e a stand  has been taken on this all im p o rtan t question. W e hope 
th a t this is only the first of a  series of 
actions th a t will eventually  wipe ou t selectivity clauses on ou r cam pus.

I t  now  becom es ap paren t th a t T he  N ew  Hampshire edition of M ay 19, 
1955 w as com pletely incorrect, and  
m isrepresented  the facts concerning 
this action. W e hope th a t you realize the potential dam age and  consequences 
of your artic le  and editorial, no t only 
for the fra te rn ity  system , b u t for the 
U n iversity  also. Because of this, we hope you './ill be able to  publish a  re 
traction  before this school year is over.

S incerely yours,
/  N a than  B rody

P resid en t; In te r-  
F ra te rn ity  Council
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I F C  Overwhelmingly Approves 
Pledge To Fight Greek Clauses

The New Hampshire
A  Statement

L ast T h u rsd ay ’s edition of T h e  N ew  H am psh ire  carried , as its lead story , 
the erroneous repo rt th a t the In te r-  
F ra te rn ity  Council had “ ducked” the vital issue of discrim ination by allegedly tab ling  a resolution .

T h rou gh  a gross m isin terp re ta tion  of 
data this publication fully m isrepre
sented the Council’s action. Som ehow, the repo rt of the tab ling  action  was 
construed to m ean th a t the issue had 
been pu t aside until nex t year. T he 
actual fact of the m a tte r is th a t it was on the agenda a t  the nex t m eeting  of 
IF C .

In  the faulty  coverage of this in for
m ation, T he N ew  H am pshire  has com 
m itted  jou rna lism s’ m ost serious crim e: 
th a t of a lte rin g  the news to resu lt in an 
altera tion  of public opinion from  an 
area of approval of action to  one of disapproval.

C larification of th e  In te r-F ra te rn ity  C ouncil’s action  has reached this office, 
and we of T he N ew  H am psh ire  declare a com plete re traction  of the news item  
and its corresponding  editorial. T he 
N ew  H am pshire  w ishes to fully en
dorse the passage of the reso lu tion  by the Council as an exem plification of

m atu re  th o u g h t an d  w holesom e a tti
tude tow ard  a  h igh ly  pressing  problem .T h rou gh  its declaration  of a  belief 
in com plete freedom  of selection of 
one’s p a rtn e rs  in  exacting  com m unity  life, IF C  has expressed a  m ore healthy  
a ttitude th a t  s tuden ts have adopted  
against an y  form  of discrim ination or 
b igotry.M r. E dw ard  D. E d dy  Jr. A dm inistra tive officer of th e  U n iversity  ao- 
plauded the action taken by the council because he s ta ted  th a t it was s tu 
dent sponsored an d  directly  concerned 
studen ts. H e  com m ented th a t a  state 
university  should be in te rested  in a person regard less of his race, color or 
religion, and th a t it was h earten ing  to 
note th a t th e  F ra te rn itie s  reflect agree
m ent w ith th is  basic U n iversity  a tti
tude.

T h e re  is a  cliche s ta tin g  th a t  a  re
traction  .never quite catches or co rrec ts 
th a t which is being  re tracted . W e hope 
i |  is incorrect in th is instance.

Jack  H oey, E d ito r 
C hristine B rehm , 

A ssociate E d ito r T h e  N ew  H am pshire
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F o r m any years  the N ational In te r-  
F ra te rn ity  Council has avoided th e  
problem  of discrim ination clauses 
which exist in fra te rn ity  constitu tions. 
T w o years ago, they felt th a t the ad 
m in istra tion  of a university  or college 
had no rig h t to  en ter in this problem . 
H ow ever, one year ago, the feeling 
changed som ew hat and discrim ination 
in fra tern ities was opinionated as being 
w rong  and unjust. T he N ational In te r-  
F ra te rn ity  Council felt som eth ing  
should be done about it.

M ost H ouses “Open”
A lthough  m ost of the fra tern ities a t 

the U niversity  of N ew  H am psh ire  
have done aw ay w ith this clause in 
their constitu tions, the In te r-F ra te rn ity  
Council, on cam pus, fe lt th a t som e res
olution should be m ade in order to  help 
abolish the clause from  all houses. Con
sequently , a t  the IF C  m eeting  of M ay 
2, 1955 th is  problem  was discussed by 
the m em bers. Follow ing th is d iscus
sion, a resolution  was p resen ted  to  the 
council which is as follow s: “ T h a t the 
fra tern ities a t the U n iversity  of N ew  
H am p sh ire  are opposed to discrim ina
tion clauses. T hose fra tern ities who are forced by national fra te rn ity  clauses to  practice discrim ination, hereby pledge them selves to w ork a t the ir national conventions for the rem oval of these 
clauses.”

T he resolution  w as tabled, how ever, until the nex t m eeting  in order th a t the 
m em bers of the fourteen fra tern ities on cam pus could th ink ab ou t this resolution and then give th e ir  opinion on it 
a t the house m eetings. T ab ling  an issue is a routine m ove frequently  m ade by 
IF C  in order th a t resolutions b ro ug h t up m ay be discussed no t only by fra
tern ity  represen ta tives b u t by th e ir  m em bers as well.

11-1

T he . In te r-F ra te rn ity  Council held the ir nex t m eeting on M onday, M ay 
16, 1955 a t  A lpha T au  O m ega. A t th is 
m eeting  the resolution  was discussed 
and a  vote was taken . T h e  m em bers were overw helm ingly in favor of such 
a resolution . E leven houses voted in favor of the  resolution  and  one voted 
ag ainst it. T w o  houses w ere no t p rese n t Significant Step

T h e  In te r-F ra te rn ity  Council feels 
th a t th is  significant decision is a  step tow ard  abolish ing all un ju st and  ir ra t
ional clauses w hich exist in fra tern ity  
constitu tions today. H ow ever, they  re alize th a t the process will be a long one 
and no t one w hich will occur in a sh o rt period  of time.
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