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ABSTRACT

SUBCULTURES OF SELF AND OTHER-DIRECTED VIOLENCE: 
SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, AND ACCIDENTAL DEATH IN THE 

UNITED STATES, 1980-1984

by

Kimberly A. Vogt 
U n iv e rs i ty  of New Hampshire, May, 1989

This s tudy examined s u i c i d e ,  homicide, motor v eh ic le

a c c id e n ta l  death ,  o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  death  and a combined

v io le n t  dea th  r a t e  fo r  each of the f i f t y  U.S. s t a t e s .

Su ic ide ,  homicide and a c c id e n ta l  death a r e  a l l  de f ined  as

forms of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  Three c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were i d e n t i f i e d

t h a t  p rov ide  the r a t i o n a l e  f o r  studying v io l e n t  dea th  in

aggregate  form: l ) t h e  in t e n t  of th e  a c t io n ,  2 )agg ress ion ,  and

3 ) s e l f  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and r i s k  tak ing .  Two t h e o r e t i c a l

ex p lan a t io n s  were used in  the  examination of v i o l e n t  death

r a t e s .  The theory of  the  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  was used to

explore th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among th e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of v io le n t

dea th .  The theory of  a su b c u l tu re  of v io len ce  was used to

explain  th e  combinations of s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  b e s t  p re d ic te d  in c reased  r i s k  of v i o l e n t  dea th .

M ult ip le  r e g re s s io n  an a ly ses  examined the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between

r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  and measures of c u l t u r a l  suppor t  for

v io len ce .  Sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  (e .g .

white  female homicide ra te )  were regressed  on the  p r e d ic to r

and c o n t ro l  v a r i a b le s  (Index of  Legi t im ate  V iolence,  divorce

r a t e ,  p e r c e n t  poor,  pe rcen t  m e t ro p o l i ta n ,  p e rcen t  b lack ,
x i



Confedera te  South/ Nonsouth and pe rcen t  aged 18 -2 4 ) .  The 

f i n a l  r e g r e s s io n  models demonstrated only mild suppo r t  for  th e  

s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  t h e s i s .  The most s t r i k i n g  lack of 

suppor t  fo r  t h i s  hypothesis  was demonstrated in t h e  homicide 

models. The L eg i t im a te  Violence Index, pe rcen t  b lack ,  and 

Confederate  South, a l l  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  have been p o s i t i v e l y  

c o r r e l a t e d  with homicide in  pas t  re se a rch ,  were not 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia te d  with sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a te s  of 

homicide. The models fo r  motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  were 

very  well  explained  by the su b c u l tu re  of  v io lence  argument. 

The Index was a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia te d  with black and 

white  male s u i c i d e ,  and white male combined v i o l e n t  dea th .  

I t  was concluded t h a t  f u tu re  research  should cont inue  to  

exp lore  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among s u i c i d e ,  homicide and 

a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  The use of d isa g g re g a te d  ra te s  of  v io l e n t  

dea th  should a lso  be fu r th e r  explored .

x i i
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h r e e fo ld :  1) t o

examine t h e o r e t i c a l l y  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between homicide# 

suic ide# and a c c id e n ta l  dea th  as forms of v i o l e n t  death# in 

a s o c io lo g ic a l  c o n te x t ;  2) t o  determine the  p a t t e r n  of 

su ic ide# homicide# and a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e s  in th e  50 

American S ta te s ;  3) to  examine whether S t r a u s '  (1985) 

Leg i t im a te  Violence Index and /o r  convent iona l  de te rm inan ts  

of v io le n c e  such as region and race ex p la in  v a r i a t i o n s  in 

the  r a t e  of su ic ide#  homicide# and a c c id e n ta l  death  from the  

p e r s p e c t iv e  of th e  s u b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and o th e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io len ce .

S o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  have long s tu d ie d  v io lence  in i t s  

var ious  forms. A g re a t  dea l  of r e se a rch  has focused on 

v ic t ims of homicide and s u ic id e  (e .g .  Durkheim 1951#

Wolfgang 1958). Few r e s e a r c h e r s ,  however# have s tu d ie d  

a c c id e n ta l  death as a form of v i o l e n t  death  (e .g .

Nichalowski 1977, P o r t e r f i e l d  1960). Rarely have 

r e se a rch e r s  compared these  th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  death  

to g e th e r  (e .g .  Holinger 1980# Weiss 1976# and Whitlock 

1971). Research studying a l l  th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  death  

to g e th e r  has# fo r  the  most par t#  focused on e s t a b l i s h in g  

age# sex ,  and race  d i f f e r e n c e s  in th e  r a t e s ,  in  an 

ep idem iologica l  fashion# w ithou t  seeking to  exp la in  the



d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the  r a t e s .  The research  t h a t  has been done 

on v io l e n t  dea th ,  has h ig h l ig h te d  th e  impact o f  violence on 

our s o c i e ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in terms of the number of young 

l i v e s  l o s t  (Braucht e t  a l .  1980, p .  310).

Researchers  con t inue  to  s tudy  v io lence  in  an e f f o r t  t o  

explain  t h e  form, p ro c e s s ,  and vary ing  r a t e  of  v io lence .  

Homicide and su ic id e  a r e  two of th e  most well  researched 

forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .  The t r a d i t i o n  of s tudy ing  these 

forms of v io le n ce  s tem s,  a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t ,  from Durkheim's 

e a r ly  work on s u ic id e .  Durkheim s tud ied  the  e f f e c t s  of sex ,  

occupation ,  and m a r i t a l  s t a tu s  on su ic id e  r a t e s  within 

d i f f e r e n t  reg ions  of France,  us ing  da ta  from dea th  

c e r t i f i c a t e s .  Durkheim found t h a t  su ic ide  v a r i e d  from 

province t o  province ,  and t h a t  t h e  v a r i a t io n  could  be 

explained by the degree of group in t e g ra t io n  as  measured by 

f a c to r s  such as m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .  Since Durkheim, many 

s tu d ie s  of  s o c io lo g ic a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  have a r i s e n  from 

research ing  these  forms of v io le n c e ,  for  example, Gibbs and 

M a r t in 's  (1964) theory  of s t a t u s  i n t e g ra t i o n  and s u ic id e ,  

and Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ' s  (1967) su b c u l tu re  of  v io lence  

t h e s i s .

Compared with homicide and s u i c id e ,  few resea rche rs  

have s tu d i e d  a c c id e n ta l  death from a s o c io lo g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t iv e .  Accidenta l  dea ths ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  appear t o  be 

beyond the  realm of s o c i a l  c o n t ro l  and unders tanding .  The 

'blame' f o r  a c c id e n ta l  deaths  i s ,  f o r  the most p a r t ,  not  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  co n d i t io n s  a s s o c ia t e d  with



s u i c id e  and homicide. A ccidents  a re  most o f ten  a t t r i b u t e d  

to  in d iv id u a l  c a re le s s n e s s  or  a c ts  of  n a tu re .

Epidemiological  s tu d ie s  such as Weiss (1976), however, have 

demonstrated t h a t  r a te s  of a c c id e n ta l  dea th  a re  n o t  randomly 

d i s t r i b u t e d  throughout the  po p u la t io n .

P o r t e r f i e l d  (1960)r Suchman (1970) , and Whitlock 

(1971),  a l l  examined a c c id e n ts  in a s o c i a l  co n tex t .  These 

r e se a rc h e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  s o c io lo g ic a l  concep ts  such as  ro le ,  

s t a t u s ,  and agg ress ion  to  ex p la in  the  v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  r a te  

of a c c id e n ta l  d ea th .  Acc idents  have been compared with 

s u i c i d e  and homicide as a form of s o c i a l  deviance. This 

comparison has allowed r e se a rch e r s  t o  u t i l i z e  ideas  from 

o th e r  a reas  of deviance r e s e a r c h ,  fo r  example:

" P o r t e r f i e l d  (1960) has  demonstrated tha t  t h e  acc iden t  
r a t e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  other  in d ic e s  of 
s o c i a l  pathology such a s  su ic id e ,  homicide, and crime.
To some e x t e n t  a c c id e n t s ,  l ik e  s u i c i d e s  and homicides, 
may r e p re s e n t  ' t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  a g g re s s io n 1 (Gold, 
1958)" (Suchman 1970, p .  5).

The v io lence  a s s o c ia te d  n o t  only with homicide and s u ic id e ,

but  a l s o  with a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  is  evidence of more se r ious

s o c i a l  problems. The l a rg e  t o l l  t h a t  v i o l e n t  dea th  takes in

human l i f e  makes research  on v io le n t  d e a th  a l l  th e  more

im por tan t .  What s o c io lo g ic a l  fa c to rs  a f f e c t  the  r a t e  of

v i o l e n t  death? I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  to  reduce  the r a t e  of  v io le n t

dea th  in American soc ie ty?

R e la t io n sh ip  Among Three Forms of  V io len t  Death

Homicide, s u ic id e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  dea th  a re  s i m i l a r  in 

t h a t  a l l  th re e  a c t s  r e s u l t  in  the dea th  of  a human being.



On f i r s t  thought# th e s e  th r e e  a c t s  may not seem t o  have much 

in  common# bu t  upon c lo s e r  in v e s t ig a t io n #  im por tan t  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  appear .  I f  v io le n ce  i s  def ined  as p h y s ic a l ly  

reck less#  ag g re s s iv e  or d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior# th e n  a l l  

t h r e e  modes of death examined in  t h i s  study may be def ined 

as forms of v i o l e n t  behavior ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  as forms 

of v i o l e n t  death  (Lane 1979# p. 9) .

Examining r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death# r e se a rc h e r s  have 

noted t h a t  r a t e s  of one type of v i o l e n t  death# such as 

acc iden ts#  may f a l l  while another# such as su ic ide#  w i l l  

r i s e .  The r i s e  and f a l l  of each form of v i o l e n t  death  keeps 

th e  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th  s t a b l e .  The o b se rv a t io n  

t h a t  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death such as s u ic id e  and a c c id e n ts  

r i s e  and f a l l  in r e l a t i o n  to  one ano ther  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I f  

s e v e r a l  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  vary y e t  the  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  s tay s  the  same# d i f f e r e n t  q ues t ions  regard ing  

v i o l e n t  dea th  can be addressed .  Under what s o c i a l  

co n d i t io n s  i s  one form of v i o l e n t  dea th  more f re q u en t  than 

ano ther?

The theory  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e #  as  suggested 

by the  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Henry and Shor t  (1964)# S t rau s  and 

S t ra u s  (1953)# and Erikson (1966)# can be used to  exp la in  

v a r i a t i o n  in  the  r a t e s  of the  d i f f e r e n t  types of v io l e n t  

d e a th .  Erikson ,  in  examining th e  d i f f e r e n t  crime waves 

among the  P u r i t a n  Colonies# argued t h a t  the  volume of 

d e v ia n t  behavior  in a community remains f a i r l y  c o n s ta n t  over 

time# but t h e  form t h a t  the  behavior  takes  changes (1966, p .



23) .  The t o t a l  volume of  dev ian t  behavior  remains c o n s tan t  

because  the ca p ac i ty  of s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  mechanisms to  handle 

d e v i a n t  behavior  remains c o n s ta n t .  Communities c r e a t e  

boundar ies  of to le ra n c e  fo r  c e r t a i n  behaviors  (eg. t h e  

amount of v i o l e n t  d e a th ) .  When a p a r t i c u l a r  type of 

behav io r  such as homicide has in c re a se d ,  community s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l s  a t tem p t  to  c o n s t r a in  and reduce th e  in c re a s e .  The 

a c t  t h a t  i s  being paid renewed i n t e r e s t  (homicide) may be 

reduced due t o  these  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s .

Acts of v i o l e n t  dea th  such as homicide, s u ic id e  and 

a c c id e n ta l  d ea th  a re  s im i l a r  in form and may vary in  

r e l a t i o n  to  a c o n s tan t  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  The 

d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  examine t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  in  an 

ex p lo ra to ry  f a sh io n .  The su b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s  w i l l  

be used  to examine which s o c ia l  co n d i t io n s  b e s t  ex p la in  the 

r a t e  v a r i a t i o n  among th e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .

Subcu l tu res  of  Violence

The t h e o r e t i c a l  framework guid ing  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  

stems from th e  research  of  Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  (1967) and 

Humphrey and Palmer (1978) regard ing  the su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  and t h e  su b c u l tu re  of s e l f - v i o l e n c e ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  

This d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  examine th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of th e  

s u b c u l tu r e  of  s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io len ce  to  th e  study 

of v i o l e n t  d e a th .  Homicide r e s e a r c h e r s ,  in  an e f f o r t  t o  

e x p l a in  r eg io n a l  and r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in th e  homicide 

r a t e ,  developed what has been c a l l e d  a c u l t u r e  or su b c u l tu re



of v io len ce  t h e s i s  (Hackney 1979, G a s t i l  1971, Doerner 1978, 

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  1967).

One of th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  works on t h e  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  is  Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ' s  (1967) Subcu l tu re  of 

V io le n ce . The s u b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  suggests  t h a t  

d e v ia n t  behavior i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  normative support  for  

d ev ian t  values  by a subgroup w ith in  a c u l t u r e .  That i s ,  

v i o l e n t  behaviors  a re  supported and encouraged by c e r t a i n  

groups.

According to  the  s u b c u l tu re  of v io lence  argument, 

s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  most l i k e l y  to  involve c u l t u r a l l y  accepted  

v io le n ce  when an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c h a ra c te r  has been ques t ioned ,  

r i d i c u l e d ,  or i n s u l t e d  (Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  1967). The 

in d iv id u a l  uses ph y s ica l  ag g ress ion  to  defend h i s / h e r  

c h a r a c te r  which sometimes leads t o  the dea th  of one of the 

p a r t i e s  involved.  A su b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce ,  according to  

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ,  tends  to  f l o u r i s h  where c e r t a i n  

s o c i a l  co n d i t io n s  such as pover ty ,  unemployment, and blocked 

l e g i t i m a t e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a re  s t r o n g e s t .

The su b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s  has been used almost 

e x c lu s iv e ly  t o  exp la in  homicidal behavior ,  due in p a r t  to  

th e  extreme n a tu re  of t h e  event .  However, a su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  t h e s i s  has a l s o  been used to  e x p la in  o the r  forms 

of v i o l e n t  behavior  inc lud ing  s u ic id e  and a c c id e n ta l  dea th .

Whitlock (1971) used a su b c u l tu r a l  exp lana t ion  to  

examine v a r i a t i o n s  in  motor v eh ic le  deaths in A u s t r a l i a .  

According to  Whitlock, th e  f a s c in a t i o n  with  speed and power



in  automobiles i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  c u l t u r a l  acceptance 

of d r iv in g  as an ag g re s s iv e  a c t .  The high r a t e  of motor 

v e h ic le  deaths  among var ious  subgroups of th e  po p u la t io n  is  

i n d i c a t i v e  of a su b c u l tu r e  of v io lence  according  to  

Whitlock. W hi t lock 's  re search  i s  a lso  supported  by Humphrey 

and P a lm er 's  (1978) re search  on su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e .

Humphrey and Palmer (1978) expanded upon Wolfgang and 

F e r r a c u t i  by p re s e n t in g  the idea  of a su b c u l tu re  of s e l f ­

d i r e c t e d  v io lence .

" I t  may be t h a t  t h e  su b c u l tu re  of v io len ce  fo rm ula t ion  
can be u s e fu l ly  extended t o  include customs and va lues  
which advocate v io lence  toward the  s e l f  as a response to  
f r u s t r a t i o n .  That i s ,  popu la t ion  e n t i t i e s  can possess  
su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  as well  as  of 
o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence"  (1978, p. 108) .

Humphrey and Palmer hypothesized  t h a t  a s u b c u l tu re  of  s e l f ­

d i r e c t e d  v io lence  would be a su b c u l tu re  where a t t i t u d e s  and 

va lues  allow behavior  t h a t  i s  harmful to  t h e  s e l f ,  such as 

a lcoho l  abuse. Humphrey and Palmer,  in t h e i r  r e sea rch  on 

s u ic id e  and homicide in  North C a ro l in a ,  argued t h a t  whether 

v io le n ce  i s  d i r e c te d  ag a in s t  th e  s e l f  or a g a in s t  o th e r s  may 

depend upon s o c ia l  and c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  Some subgroups of 

the  p o p u la t io n  may have values  t h a t  encourage behavior 

harmful to  o th e r s .  They hypothesized t h a t  values necessary  

fo r  both s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  may r e s id e  w ith in  

a c u l t u r e .  What f a c t o r s  are  involved in  t r i g g e r in g  s e l f  or 

o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e  has y e t  to  be determined.

S ubcu l tu ra l  ex p lan a t io n s  have had a s t rong  in f lu e n c e  on 

deviance research  over the p a s t  twenty y e a r s .  In a d d i t io n
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to  homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  s u b c u l tu r a l  

ex p lan a t io n s  have been used t o  explain  ju v e n i l e  gang 

behav ior  and o th e r  forms of deviance.  The s t r e n g th  of 

s u b c u l tu r a l  theo ry  i s  t h a t  i t  t r i e s  t o  ex p la in  the  

in t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  of  high r a t e s  of  v io l e n t  dea th  

and o th e r  d ev ian t  behavior t h a t  occur in  su b se c t io n s  of  the 

p o p u la t io n .  S ubcu l tu ra l  th e o ry  seeks to  exp la in  v a r i a t i o n  

in  t h e  r a t e s  of v io lence  w i th in  a c u l t u r e .  C u l tu ra l  

exp lana t ions  fo r  behavior seek to  unders tand  the l in k  

between a t t i t u d e s ,  va lues ,  and behavior .  In order  t o  

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e ,  i t  must be assumed t h a t  th e re  i s  success fu l  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  i d e a l s  such as v io le n ce ,  and th a t  

t h i s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  a f f e c t s  behav io r .

O b jec t ives

This d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  examine the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  death as forms of v i o l e n t  

dea th  in  a s o c i e t a l  con tex t .  The theory  of the fu n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  w i l l  be used, in  an ex p lo ra to ry  fa sh ion ,  t o  

examine the r e l a t i o n s h i p  among the th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  

d ea th .  This d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  expand upon e a r l i e r  research  

of v i o l e n t  death by examining a combined r a t e  of v i o l e n t  

d e a th .  Past  s o c io lo g ic a l  r e sea rch  t h a t  has examined a l l  

th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  h as ,  for  the' most p a r t ,  taken 

an ep idem io log ica l  approach (Weiss 1976, Holinger 1979,

1980). While t h i s  approach has  been im por tan t  in



i d e n t i f y in g  groups which a r e  most a t  r i s k  of dying 

v i o l e n t l y ,  i t  l a ck s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  framework to  ex p la in  why 

d i f f e r e n t  groups have higher  r a t e s .

A m u l t i v a r i a t e  model w i l l  be used t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  

p a t t e r n  of  s u i c id e ,  homicide, motor v e h ic le  and o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  death in  the  United S ta te s  fo r  the  years  1980- 

1984. T r a d i t i o n a l  de te rm inan ts  of v io le n c e ,  such as race  

and reg io n ,  w i l l  be used, a long with a newer measure, the  

Index of  Legi t im ate  Violence,  to  exp la in  v a r i a t i o n s  in the  

r a t e s  of  s u ic id e ,  homicide, motor v e h ic le  and o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between conventional  

de te rm inan ts  of v io len ce  and r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  w i l l  be 

c r i t i c a l l y  examined w ith in  th e  framework of s u b c u l tu r a l  

th e ses  of v io le n ce .  The re se a rch  w i l l  examine how well  

s u b c u l tu r a l  t h e o r i e s  of v io le n ce  exp la in  varying r a t e s  of 

homicide, s u i c id e ,  motor v e h ic le  and o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  

The u t i l i t y  of s u b c u l tu r a l  ex p lan a t io n s  f o r  examining the 

r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th  as a whole w i l l  a l s o  be addressed .

pgt» »nd ftnalyEip

Data from s e v e r a l  sources  w i l l  be used .  Data on 

s u ic id e  and a c c id e n ta l  death w i l l  be g a thered  from th e  v i t a l  

s t a t i s t i c s  of the  United S t a t e s  for  the  yea rs  1980-1984.

Data on homicide, a r e  from th e  Comparative Homicide F i l e ,  

which has been compiled from th e  Supplemental Homicide 

Report of  the  Uniform Crime Reporting O ff ic e  of th e  FBI fo r  

the y ea rs  1980-1984. Race and s e x - s p e c i f i c  v ic t im  homicide
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r a t e s  w i l l  be used from t h e  Comparative Homicide F i l e .  

Independent v a r i a b l e s  w i l l  be ga thered  p r im a r i l y  from two 

sou rces :  the Comparative Homicide F i l e  and t h e  S ta t e  and 

Regional I n d i c a to r s  Archive,  both a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of New 

Hampshire.

P r e d ic to r s  of v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  w i l l  be 

used t o  exp la in  v a r i a t i o n  in  the r a t e s  of the th r e e  forms of 

v i o l e n t  death .  Straus* 19 85 Index of L eg i t im a te  V io lence , 

which measures l e g i t im a t e l y  p re sc r ib e d  v io l e n t  behavior in  

American s t a t e s  w i l l  be t h e  p r e d ic to r  of v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu ra l  

o r i e n t a t i o n .

M ult ip le  r e g r e s s io n  w i l l  be used to  examine the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the p r e d i c to r  and dependent v a r i a b l e s .  

The dependent v a r i a b l e s  a r e :  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c

homicide, s u i c i d e ,  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s  and non­

motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th s .  The p r e d ic to r  v a r ia b le  is  

the Index of Leg i t im a te  V iolence.  Region (Confederate 

South/Nonsouth) and p e rce n t  of the  s t a t e  p o pu la t ion  t h a t  i s  

black a r e  inc luded  in the  model, however, t h e i r  u t i l i t y  as 

measures of v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  unc lea r .

They a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s .  P e rcen t  of t h e  

s t a t e  p o p u la t io n  aged 18 t o  24, p e r c e n t  of t h e  s t a t e  

p o pu la t ion  l i v i n g  in m e tropo l i tan  a r e a s ,  the p e rcen t  of the  

s t a t e  p o p u la t io n  l iv ing  below the  pover ty  l i n e  and d ivorce  

r a t e  a r e  a lso  inc luded as c o n t ro l  v a r i a b l e s .  The a n a ly s i s  

w i l l  provide i n s i g h t  i n to  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between sex and 

r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death and v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l
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o r i e n t a t i o n .  Given th e  r e s u l t s  of p rev ious  r e s e a r c h r 

homicide and motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  should be b e s t  

p r e d ic te d  by v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The 

p r e d i c t i o n  o f  v a r i a t i o n  in  r a t e s  of  s u ic id e  and o the r  

a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s  i s  l e s s  c l e a r .

The u n i t s  of a n a ly s i s  for  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  be the  

f i f t y  United S t a t e s .  A g r e a t  dea l  of homicide, s u i c id e ,  and 

a c c id e n ta l  d e a th  re sea rch  has been done a t  th e  s t a t e  l e v e l  

and th e re  i s  co n s id e ra b le  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e  in th e s e  

r a t e s .  Homicide re se a rc h ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  has used s t a t e s  as 

the  u n i t  of a n a ly s i s  in  an e f f o r t  to  exp la in  reg io n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  (G a s t i l  1971, Hackney 1979, L o f t in  and H i l l  

1974).  S u ic ide  resea rch  has a l s o  used s t a t e s  as an 

im portan t  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  ( i e .  Durkheim 1951, Stack 1980).

Although th e  use of  s t a t e  l e v e l  a n a ly s i s  i s  widespread 

in  o th e r  s o c i a l  sc iences  such as p o l i t i c a l  s c ien c e ,  

s o c i o l o g i s t s  have been c r i t i c a l  of the use of such an 

aggregated l e v e l  of a n a ly s i s  (Robinson 1950). Others 

however, have mainta ined t h a t  s t a t e s  a re  an important  and 

v a l i d  l e v e l  of  a n a ly s i s .  S traus  (1987) found l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  use of  c i t y ,  SMSA, and s t a t e  l e v e l  da ta  

among many v a r i a b l e s  and concluded t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  as a u n i t  

of a n a ly s i s  i s  v a l id  and should be t r e a t e d  with the  same 

c a u t io n  t h a t  o th e r  aggrega ted  u n i t s  of a n a ly s i s  a re  g iven .

The s tudy  of v io le n c e  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a 

s o c io lo g ic a l  concern. The s o c ia l  and s t r u c t u r a l  f a c to r s  

t h a t  e f f e c t  v i o l e n t  dea th  a re  of primary concern to  t h i s



d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The dependent v a r i a b l e s  on a c c id e n ta l  death 

and su ic id e  being used in  t h i s  s tudy a re  sex and ra c e -  

s p e c i f i c .  This da ta  i s  not a v a i l a b le  from the  V i t a l  

S t a t i s t i c s  a t  any o th e r  l e v e l .  The importance of sex and 

r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a te s  in the s tudy  of the s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io lence  t h e s i s  led t o  the  d e c i s io n  to  use  s t a t e s  as the 

u n i t s  of a n a l y s i s .  The resea rch  being conducted i s  

concerned w ith  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of groups and r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  A 

research  des ign  using s t a t e s  as the  u n i t  of a n a ly s i s  i s  

a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  t h i s  type of r e se a rc h .

S ig n i f i c a n c e  of Study

This d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  expand upon p a s t  resea rch  on the  

c u l t u r e  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  by examining conven t iona l  and 

newer de te rm inan ts  of v io lence  and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  explain  

varying r a t e s  of d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  death .  In 

a d d i t io n ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  examine th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  death  (homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and 

a c c id e n ta l  death) which have r a r e l y  been examined to g e th e r  

from a s o c io lo g ic a l  p o in t  of view.

The s tudy  of a c c id e n ta l  dea th  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important 

because of i t s  recen t  r i s e  in th e  ranking of causes of 

d ea th .  S tu d ie s  have shown t h a t  with th e  d e c l in e  of deaths 

due to  communicable d i s e a s e s ,  a c c id e n ta l  death  has become 

one of the  lead ing  causes  of d ea th .  In 1979, a c c id e n ts  were 

th e  four th  lead ing  cause of d e a th ,  a f t e r  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,
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cance r ,  and s t r o k e ,  for  p e rso n s  of a l l  ages ;  and th e  leading 

cause of death among persons  aged 1 t o  38 (National Safety  

Council  1983, p. 8 ) .

The study of ac c id e n ts  i s  important because t h i s  form 

of v i o l e n t  dea th  has been neg lec ted  in  s o c io lo g ic a l  

r e s e a rc h .  The examination o f  v io le n t  d ea th  requ ires  

knowledge of i t s  d i f f e r e n t  forms. Homicide and s u i c i d e  have 

both been s tu d ied  e x t e n s iv e ly ,  a c c id e n ta l  deaths have not 

been s tu d ied  e x te n s iv e ly .  B e t te r  unders tanding of th e  

e t io lo g y  of a c c id e n ta l  dea th  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  o v e ra l l  

understanding of deadly v io le n c e  in American s o c i e ty .

The study o f  v io le n t  d e a th  is  im por tan t  so t h a t  we can 

a s c e r t a i n  what s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  are  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  

determining  v a r i a t i o n s  in t h e  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  A 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  in v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  use 

of s u b c u l tu r a l  ex p lan a t io n s  t o  examine v i o l e n t  d ea th .  

S u b cu l tu ra l  t h e o r i e s  have been dominant in  the soc io logy  of 

deviance for  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  yea rs ,  y e t  t h e  measurement of 

su b c u l tu r e s  and t e s t s  of th e  th e o r ie s  a r e  s t i l l  h ig h ly  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  This d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  use  s u b c u l tu ra l  

t h e o r i e s  to  ex p la in  the p a t t e r n  among a l l  th ree  forms of 

v i o l e n t  dea th .  The study o f  v io le n t  d e a th  w i l l  h e lp  in 

le a rn in g  more about what s o c i a l  co n d i t io n s  cause h igh  r a te s  

of v i o l e n t  dea th .



CHAPTER I I

THEORETICAL EXPLORATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
AMONG THE THREE FORMS OF VIOLENT DEATH

This chapter  examines d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io lence  and 

v io le n t  d ea th ,  and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among th e  th r e e  forms of 

v io l e n t  dea th .  I t  i s  d ivided in to  f iv e  s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  

d i s c u s se s  the  s o c io lo g ic a l  a n a ly s i s  of a c t s  which, on the  

s u r f a c e ,  appear to  be very i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  The second 

d is c u s se s  d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io len ce  and v i o l e n t  dea th ,  

form ula t ing  working d e f i n i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  be used in  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The t h i r d  s e c t io n  d is c u s se s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n t s ,  and how these  forms of 

death f i t  w ith in  th e  term v i o l e n t  death .  The fo u r th  major 

s ec t io n  d i sc u sse s  th e  expected i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among the 

forms of v io l e n t  d e a th .  The f i f t h  s e c t io n  d isc u sse s  th e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  bas is  fo r  the r e s e a r c h .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  

theory of  th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  and th e  s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io lence  t h e s i s  a r e  p resen ted  along with a r a t i o n a l e  fo r  

s tudying v i o l e n t  dea th  in t h i s  con tex t .

In d iv id u a l  Acts vs.  S o c io lo g ica l  Analysis

I t  has  been w ell  documented in the s o c io lo g ic a l  

l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  a c t s  which appear  to  be extremely 

i n d iv i d u a l ,  such as s u ic id e ,  a r e  a lso  s o c i a l  phenomena th a t  

can be expla ined  through s o c io lo g ic a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

Durkheim, in  h is  c l a s s i c  work S u ic id e , d iscussed  how the
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seemingly in d iv id u a l  a c t  of s u i c id e  could be examined 

s o c i o lo g i c a l l y :

” I f  in s tead  of see ing  in them only s e p a ra te  occurrences ,  
u n re la ted  and t o  be s e p a r a t e ly  s tu d i e d ,  th e  s u ic id e s  
committed in  a g iven  s o c ie ty  during a given p e r io d  of 
time a re  taken  as a whole, i t  appears t h a t  t h i s  t o t a l  
i s  not  simply a sum of independent u n i t s ,  a c o l l e c t i v e  
t o t a l ,  bu t  i s  i t s e l f  a new f a c t  s u i  g en e r i s  with  i t s  
own u n i ty ,  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and consequent ly  i t s  own 
n a tu re  -  a n a tu r e ,  fu r the rm ore ,  dominantly s o c i a l ” 
(Durkheim 1951, p. 46).

S oc ia l  a c t s  such as s u i c id e ,  homicide, and a c c id e n ta l  

dea th  a l l  appear to  be very i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  depending for 

th e  most p a r t  on in d iv id u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as to  whether or 

not the  a c t  occurs .  Gut the aggrega t ion  of in d iv id u a l  ac ts  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p a t t e r n s  of s i m i l a r i t y  t h a t  occur 

over t ime. Homicide, s u i c id e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  death a r e  a l l  

p a t t e r n e d  a c t s .  Researchers have i d e n t i f i e d  p a r t i c u l a r  

groups in the p o p u la t io n  which have t y p i c a l l y  high or  low 

r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  For example, w h ite  males have an 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  h igh s u ic id e  r a t e ,  while b lack  males have an 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  high homicide r a t e .  Why a r e  these  a c t s  so much 

more f requen t  among some groups than among o th e rs?

Both s u ic id e  and homicide have been s tu d ied  by 

s o c i o l o g i s t s  fo r  over a hundred y ea rs ,  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s  have 

been i d e n t i f i e d  and ex p lan a t io n s  have been p re se n ted .  The 

s o c io lo g ic a l  e x p lan a t io n  of a c c id e n ts  however, has had a 

much s h o r t e r  h i s t o r y .  All  t h r e e  a c t s  have proven t o  be 

prime s u b je c t s  fo r  s o c io lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s .  Rates of 

homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  death vary from c i t y  to  

c i t y ,  county t o  coun ty ,  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e ,  and country t o
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coun try .  For example, Durkheim (1951) found t h a t  su ic id e  

va r ied  from prov ince  to  p rov ince  and t h a t  the  v a r i a t i o n  

could be explained by the  degree  of group i n t e g r a t i o n  as 

measured by f a c t o r s  such as m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .  Messner (19 82) 

s tu d ied  SHSA's in  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  f in d in g  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

th e  r a t e  of homicide which were l a r g e ly  explained  by the  

percen tage  of b la c k s  and lo c a t i o n  of th e  SMSA in the  

Southern United S t a t e s .  A l l  th r e e  forms a re  p a t te rn e d  

behaviors  s u i t a b l e  fo r  s o c io lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s .

D e f in i t i o n s  of Violence and V io le n t  Death

Violence e x i s t s  in such b road-ranging  forms among 

humans t h a t  i t s  s tu d y  is  seemingly e n d l e s s .  The f a s c in a t i o n  

with v io le n ce  has brought f o r t h  many q u e s t io n s .  What 

fu n c t io n s  does v io le n c e  se rve  in a s o c i e ty ?  How much 

v io lence  i s  t o l e r a t e d  and in what forms? How does to le ra n c e  

of v io len ce  vary from one s o c i e t y  to  ano ther?

Violence has been used by groups and in d iv id u a l s  to  

co n t ro l  or  exer t  power over o th e r s  fo r  as  long as h i s t o r y  

has been recorded. The United S t a t e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  

noted f o r  a long and c o n t in u a l  h i s to ry  o f  v io le n ce .  The 

c u l t u r a l  aspec ts  o f  v io lence  in  the  United S ta te s  w i l l  be 

d iscu ssed  fu r th e r  i n  Chapter th r e e .  This  s e c t io n  d iscu sse s  

d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io le n c e  and v i o l e n t  d e a th .  From th e  

d i s c u s s io n ,  working d e f i n i t i o n s  of both  v io lence  and v i o l e n t  

death a r e  der ived .  Violence and then v i o l e n t  dea th  w i l l  be 

d isc u sse d .
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Violence

There a r e  many d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io le n ce ,  ranging from 

th e  gene ra l  to  th e  s p e c i f i c .  The term v io le n ce  i s  o f ten  

used to  d e s c r ib e  a wide v a r i e ty  of a c t io n s  and behav io rs .  

Which s p e c i f i c  a c t io n s  a re  def ined  as v i o l e n t ,  however, 

v a r ie s  from c u l t u r e  t o  c u l t u r e .  Violence can be g en e ra l ly  

def ined  as " e x e r t io n  of  ph y s ica l  fo rce  so as to  i n j u r e  or 

abuse" (W ebster 's  1977, p. 1306).  This gen e ra l iz ed  

d e f i n i t i o n  i d e n t i f i e s  th e  two key components of v io le n c e ,  1) 

the  e x e r t io n  of p h y s ica l  fo rce  and, 2) i n j u r y .  A ll  a c t s  of 

v io lence  involve p h y s ica l  fo rce  of one kind or an o th e r ,  

whether i t  be the  r a t e  of speed of an automobile ,  th e  

s t r e n g th  of a c losed  f i s t ,  or  a b u l l e t  p ro p e l led  from a gun. 

Acts of v io len ce  a l so  involve i n ju r y ,  induced in some form, 

from a ph y s ic a l  fo rc e .  An in ju ry  may be s l i g h t ,  s e r io u s ,  or 

f a t a l ,  but  in  some way the  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  of the in d iv id u a l  

i s  changed.

Other,  much broader  d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io len ce  have been 

used by o th e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  Concepts such as  s t r u c t u r a l  

v io lence  ( e .g .  p o v e r ty ) , c u l t u r a l  v io lence  (domination and 

c o n t r o l ) , or p sycho log ica l  v io le n c e  have been suggested 

(Newman 1979).  D e f in i t i o n s  of v io len ce  t h a t  focus on 

concepts such as domination, however, a r e  too  broad to  be 

u se fu l  in t h i s  s tudy .

Researchers  of v i o l e n t  d ea th ,  as w ith  o the r  r e se a rch e r s  

of v io le n c e ,  f r e q u e n t ly  omit any d isc u s s io n  of the  

d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n ce .  One r e s e a r c h e r ,  however, does o f f e r



a d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n ce .  Lane (1979), in  con junc t ion  with 

a lo n g i tu d in a l  study of v i o l e n t  death in  P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  

developed a working d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n c e .  According to  

Lane (1979, p. 2 ) ,  v io le n ce  i s  def ined  as p h y s ic a l ly  

r e c k l e s s ,  a g g r e s s iv e , or d e s t r u c t i ve b eh a v io r . Following 

Lane 's  d e f i n i t i o n ,  r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s ,  and 

aggress ion  a re  forms of ph y s ica l  force  as  descr ibed  in  the  

more genera l  d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n c e .  Lane s t a t e d  t h a t  with 

his  working d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n ce ,  th e  t h r e e  forms of 

v io l e n t  dea th :  homicide, s u i c id e  and a c c id e n t s ,  can a l l  be

cons idered  as forms of v io le n c e .  Each of the se  forms of 

v io l e n t  death involves one or more of the  behaviors  

i d e n t i f i e d  by Lane as v i o l e n t .  Lane 's  (1979) d e f i n i t i o n  of 

v io lence  w i l l  be used as the  working d e f i n i t i o n  of v io le n ce  

in t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

V iolent  Death

The r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  fo r  studying homicide, s u i c id e ,  and 

acc id en ts  under the  s in g l e  ca tegory  of v i o l e n t  death has not 

been widely  d iscu ssed .  F req u en t ly ,  r e s e a rc h e r s  simply s t a t e  

th a t  they  a re  de f in in g  v i o l e n t  death as s u i c i d e s ,  homicides 

and a c c id e n ts  because t h a t  i s  th e  way i t  has been d e f in e d  in 

the p a s t  ( e .g .  Seiden and F r e i t a s  1980, Combs-Orme, e t  a l .  

1983). This p a t t e r n  was s e t  e a r ly  on by ep id em io lo g is ts  

s tudying  v i o l e n t  dea th .

Researchers  such as Holinger (1987), Lane (1979) and 

Svalas toga  (1982) do a t tem p t  to  expla in  why they have
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i d e n t i f i e d  homicide, s u ic id e ,  and acc iden ts  a s  forms of  

v i o l e n t  d e a th .  Svalas toga  (1982) descr ibed  t h e  th ree  as a 

type of v i o l e n t  dea th  he ca l le d  'o p e r a t i o n a l  v i o l e n c e ' .  

O pera t iona l  v io lence  i s  defined as  v io lence t h a t  occurs 

"during t h e  normal o p e ra t io n  of a ' s o c i a l  s y s t e m '"(1982, p. 

9) . Svalas toga  s t a t e d  th a t  i f  t h e s e  th ree  forms of v io le n ce  

a r e  seen a s  one type o f  v io le n c e ,  then p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

between t h e  th ree  forms can be f u r t h e r  examined for common 

underlying components (1982, p. 5 2 ) .

Lane (1979) sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  th ree  forms of v io le n c e  

can be l in k e d  by the  shape of lo n g i tu d in a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  

which show t h a t  th e  t h r e e  forms a l l  have r a t e  changes dur ing  

roughly t h e  same time per iods .  Lane a lso  c i t e d  

psycho log ica l  theory such as F r e u d ' s  death i n s t i n c t  as an 

important l i n k  between the  th r e e  forms.

Recen t ly ,  Holinger  (1987) provided a d e t a i l e d  

ex p lan a t io n  of why th e s e  forms of  death should  be s tu d ie d  in 

aggrega te  form. Holinger  def ined  v io le n t  d ea th  as dea th  

"caused by fo rce :  n o t  n a tu ra l"  (1987, p. 4 ) .  M o r ta l i ty

t h a t  is  ' n a t u r a l '  in v o lv e s  the  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of  the body in 

some form, such as h e a r t  d i s e a se .  In c o n t r a s t ,  homicide, 

su ic id e  and ac c id e n ts  a r e  caused by forces  o u t s id e  the  body, 

making them uniquely s i m i l a r .  Secondly, Holinger  c i t e d  

research  r e s u l t s  t h a t  suggested t h a t  v ic t ims of  v io le n t  

death may provoke t h e i r  own dea th  by engaging in r i sk  t a k in g  

behavior (19 87, p. 4 ) .  Each of t h e  r e se a rc h e r s  i d e n t i f y  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which def ine  v i o l e n t  death as a unique form
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of  death.

In t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  v io len ce  w i l l  be defined as 

p h y s ic a l l y  r e c k l e s s ,  a g g re s s iv e ,  or  d e s t r u c t i v e  behav io r .  

C oncurren t ly ,  v i o l e n t  dea th  w i l l  be def ined  as a p h y s ic a l ly  

r e c k l e s s ,  a g g re s s iv e ,  or d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t io n  t h a t  r e s u l t s  in 

dea th .  According to  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and 

ac c id e n ts  can be def ined  as forms of v i o l e n t  death .  These 

d e f i n i t i o n s  w i l l  be used as th e  working d e f i n i t i o n s  of 

v io len ce  and v i o l e n t  dea th  for  t h i s  r e se a rch .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  Three Forms of V io len t  Death

With a working d e f i n i t i o n  of v i o l e n t  death in p la c e ,  

how do homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and ac c id e n ts  f i t  in to  the  

d e f i n i t i o n ?  What c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of homicide, s u i c id e ,  and 

ac c id e n ts  a r e  v i t a l  to  unders tanding  th e se  th re e  forms of 

v i o l e n t  death? There a r e  th r e e  im portant  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and acc id en ts  t h a t  p rovide  the r a t i o n a l e  

f o r  s tudying v i o l e n t  dea ths  in  aggrega te  form: 1) th e  i n t e n t  

of the a c t i o n ,  2) ag g res s io n ,  and 3) s e l f  d e s t ru c t iv e n e s s  

and r i sk  ta k in g .  These th r e e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i d e n t i f y  key 

concepts in  the  unders tanding  of homicide, s u ic id e ,  and 

ac c id e n ts  and t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  as types  of v io l e n t  

dea th .

I n t e n t

V io len t  deaths  a r e  s im i la r  because an ex te rn a l  fo rce  

causes the  dea th  of an o therw ise  h ea l th y  body. What
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  even ts  preceding  dea th  a f f e c t  th e  

s i t u a t i o n ?  How do the  i n t e n t i o n s  of o n e 's  a c t io n s  a f f e c t  

the  f i n a l  outcome? I n t e n t  i s  de f ined  as a predetermined 

goal which precedes  an a c t io n  designed as th e  means to  

achieve the  g o a l .  For example, a person in tends  to  o b ta in  a 

bache lo r  of a r t s  degree .  They e n r o l l  in and carry  out  a 

course of s tudy  which w i l l  lead to  th a t  degree ,  achieving  

the o r i g i n a l  goa l .  I n t e n t i o n s  do no t ,  however, guaran tee  

t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  goal w i l l  be achieved.

The e x te rn a l iz e d  in t e n t i o n s  of  a c t io n s  preceding 

a c c id e n t s ,  homicide, and s u ic id e  vary g r e a t l y .  C le a r ly ,  in  

s u ic id e  th e re  i s  i n t e n t i o n  to  harm or k i l l  o n e s e l f .  Verbal 

t h r e a t s  of s u ic id e  and w r i t t e n  s u i c id e  n o te s  i d e n t i f y  the  

in tended a c t  of s u ic id e .

The i n t e n t i o n s  preced ing  homicide a r e  l e s s  c l e a r .  For 

the most p a r t ,  the  i n t e n t  to  do harm to  ano ther  in d iv id u a l  

i s  p r e s e n t ,  while  the  i n t e n t  to  k i l l  may n o t  be. The most 

common types of  homicide, i n t r a f a m i l i a l  and acqua in tance ,  

the  so c a l l e d  'c r im es  of  p a s s i o n ' ,  r a r e ly  involve th e  i n t e n t  

to  k i l l .

Accidents  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  def ined  by th e  u n in te n t io n a l  

na tu re  of the  a c t io n s  preceding  th e  event .  Few people 

con sc io u s ly  dec ide  to  become involved in an acc iden t!

The s u b je c t  of i n t e n t  becomes more complex when 

unconscious m otiva t ion  i s  cons ide red .  Overt in t e n t io n  

toward dea th  i s  not a common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  among the  th r e e  

forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .



The i n t e n t  of  a c t io n s  lead ing  to  each form of  v i o l e n t  

death i s  im portan t  in  understanding th e  na tu re  o f  the 

d i f f e r e n t  forms of dea th ,  and v io l e n t  dea th  as a whole. The 

degree of  i n t e n t i o n  toward dea th  flows from no i n t e n t  

( a c c id e n t s ) ,  to  some i n t e n t  (hom icides) ,  to  a s t ro n g  i n t e n t  

( s u i c i d e s ) .  C u l tu ra l  d e f i n i t i o n s  determine which a c t s  a r e  

defined as  s u i c i d e s ,  homicides and a c c id e n t s .  The in t e n t  to  

harm o n e s e l f  or ano ther  i s  always im por tan t  in  determining  

which form of v io le n c e  has taken  p la c e .  I n te n t io n  i s  an 

im portant  s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of v i o l e n t  d ea th ,  but 

c l e a r l y  v a r i e s  among the t h r e e  forms. Socia l  d e f i n i t i o n s  of 

intended and unintended behavior  o u t l i n e  what a c t i o n s  w i l l  

be def ined  as p recu rso r s  to  each type of  v io l e n t  death .  An 

e x te rn a l  fo rce  lead ing  to  dea th  is  th e  most unique 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of homicide, s u ic id e ,  and a c c id e n ts .  I t  i s  

t h i s  unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  t i e s  a l l  th ree  types  

to g e th e r  under one ca tegory :  v io le n t  d ea th .

Aggression

Homicide and s u ic id e  can be desc r ib ed  as a c t s  th a t  a r e  

a t  opp o s i te  ends of a continuum of ag g res s io n ,  w ith  homicide 

r e p re se n t in g  the  most extreme form of ag g res s io n  d i rec ted  

outward towards ano ther  in d iv id u a l ,  and su ic id e  r e p re se n t in g  

the  most extreme form of aggress ion  d i r e c t e d  inward. Where 

a c c id e n ta l  death f i t s  on th e  continuum i s  l e s s  c l e a r .  Some 

types of a c c id e n ta l  dea th ,  such as automobile f a t a l i t i e s ,  

a r e  e a s i e r  to  see as  the outcome of outwardly d i r e c te d



23

ag g res s iv e  a c t s .  Other types  of a c c id e n ts  a r e  more 

d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  

as a whole would f a l l  somewhere in between homicide and 

s u ic id e  on th e  continuum, where the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the  

aggress ion  i s  more g e n e ra l i z e d ,  r ep re se n t in g  an o v e ra l l  

d i s r e g a rd  fo r  l i f e .

Homicide, l i k e  o th e r  forms of outward agg ress ion  such 

as aggravated a s s a u l t  and rap e ,  i s  th e  outcome of the a c t i n g  

out  of f e e l i n g s  of f r u s t r a t i o n  and ange r .  F requen t ly ,  

homicide i s  the  r e s u l t  of an emotional o u tb u r s t  which 

e s c a l a t e d  from simple disagreement or an a f f r o n t  to  o n e 's  

c h a r a c t e r ,  to  an explos ion  of  p hys ica l  aggress ion  r e s u l t i n g  

in  the  dea th  of one of the  persons involved ( e .g .  Luckenbil l  

1977). Aggression r e s u l t s  in  homicide when e i t h e r  ph y s ica l  

or weapon s u p e r i o r i t y  p rovides  advantage to  one of the 

p a r t i e s  involved.  The dec is io n  to  aggress  outwardly i s  

based on two f a c t o r s :  s o c ia l  f a c to r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  

environment in which the homicidal even t  occurs and; 

p sycho log ica l  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  makeup of  the  

in d iv id u a l s  involved .

S u ic id e ,  l i k e  homicide, i s  thought to  be an aggress ive  

a c t  t h a t  i s  a r e a c t io n  to  f r u s t r a t i o n .  Suicide r ep re se n ts  

th e  most extreme form of inwardly d i r e c t e d  aggress ion .  

P re ssu res  in  everyday l i f e  can become overwhelming for some 

people .  The c o n t in u a l  c o n f l i c t  of s o c i a l  r o le s  and 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may b r ing  about s i t u a t i o n s  which req u ire  

r e s o l u t i o n .  Anger and f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  has b u i l t  up may
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cu lm ina te  in s u i c i d e ,  r e so lv in g  c o n f l i c t  for  the  in d iv id u a l

by com plete ly  removing them from s o c i e ty .

A cc iden ts ,  l i k e  s u ic id e  and homicide, can be descr ibed

as a g g re s s iv e  a c t s .  The d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  ag g res s io n ,

whether inward or outward i s  l e s s  c l e a r .  Some types  of

a c c id e n t s  such as motor v e h ic le  f a t a l i t i e s ,  a re  e a s i e r  to

unders tand  as ag g re s s iv e  a c t s .  Whitlock (1971), f o r

example, examined th e  high r a t e s  of t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  in

A u s t r a l i a ,  focusing  on aggress ion  as a cause of th e s e

f a t a l i t i e s .  Whitlock hypothesized  t h a t :

" road  death and in ju ry  r a t e s  a re  recogn izab le  in d ic es  
o f  the  t o t a l  sum of ag g ress ion  in  a given s o c i e ty ;  and 
t h a t  the h ig h e r  these  dea th  and in ju r y  r a t e s  r i s e ,  the 
h ig h e r  in g en e ra l  w i l l  be o ther  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  of 
s o c i a l  aggress ion  as measured by v i o l e n t  dea th  and 
v i o l e n t  crime" (Whitlock 1971, p .  3) .

The f a s c i n a t i o n  w ith  speed and power in  automobiles may be 

r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  of th e  c u l t u r a l  acceptance of d r iv in g  as an 

ag g res s iv e  a c t .  Some groups in s o c ie ty  may s o c i a l l y  approve 

of th e  use of ag g re s s io n  in  d r iv ing  more than o th e r  groups. 

This may lead to  h igher  r a t e s  of a c c id e n ta l  i n ju ry  and 

dea th .  Aggression in  non-motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ts  i s  more 

d i f f i c u l t  to a s s e s s ,  and may r e p re se n t  a more g en e ra l iz ed  

d i s r e g a rd  for l i f e ,  both th e  s e l f  and o th e r s .

Homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and acc id en ts  a l l  con ta in  components 

of f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  a re  r e l e a s e d  in an agg ress ive  fash ion .  

Homicide and s u i c id e  a re  most c l e a r ly  a c t s  of ag g ress io n .  

Accidents  have an ag g re s s iv e  c h a ra c te r  when the  in d iv id u a l  

has g r e a t e r  c o n t ro l  over t h e  outcome ( i e .  auto ac c id en ts )  as
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opposed t o  l e s s e r  c o n t ro l  (a t r e e  limb b reak ing  and f a l l i n g  

onto a p e d e s t r i a n ) .

Reckless and D e s t ru c t iv e  Behavior

The th i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  v io le n t  dea th  is t h e  degree 

of s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and r eck le s sn e ss  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  each 

of th e  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .  S e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  and 

r e c k le s s  behaviors a r e  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d .  Committing s u i c id e  

is  th e  u l t im a te  form of s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n  t o  which a l l  o ther  

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t s  can be compared. O ther  behaviors  are 

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e ,  b u t  more s u b t l y  so; o v e re a t in g ,  

oversmoking, and subs tance  abuse are good examples. 

Recklessness  i s  r e l a t e d  to  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  because of 

the element of r i s k  ta k in g .  Dangerous or  hazardous 

s i t u a t i o n s  face us everyday, y e t  some peop le  seem to  engage 

in r e c k l e s s  behavior d i s p ro p o r t io n a t e ly .  Driving a t  h igh  

speed on a snow and ice  covered road, o r  g e t t i n g  invo lved  in 

a barroom brawl,  a r e  both good examples of  reck less  

behav io r .

Homicide, a t  f i r s t  g la n ce ,  would no t  seem to  f i t  th e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of a s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior a t  a l l .  Research 

by Wolfgang (1958) and o th e r s ,  however, d esc r ibed  what i s  

c a l l e d  v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  homicide. The v ic t im  

p r e c i p i t a t i o n  element in homicide suppor ts  the  argument tha t  

many homicides can be descr ibed  as s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t s .

In many agg ress ive  a c t s  such as homicide, t h e  v ic t im  i s  a 

major p r e c i p i t a t o r  o f  the aggress ion .
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"The term v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  is  a p p l ie d  to  those 
c r im in a l  homicides in which the  v ic t im  i s  a d i r e c t ,  
p o s i t i v e  p r e c i p i t a t o r  in  t h e  crime. The ro le  of the  
v i c t im  i s  c h a ra c te r i z e d  by h is  having been the  f i r s t  in 
th e  homicide drama to  use phys ica l  f o rc e  d i r e c te d  
a g a i n s t  h is  subsequent s l a y e r "  (Wolfgang 1958, p. 252).

In Wolfgang's  s tudy o f  cr im inal  homicide in  P h i la d e lp h ia ,

approximately  tw en ty -s ix  p e rce n t  of the c a s e s  were

determined to  be v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  homicides.  Most of

these  c a s e s  involved v ic t ims and o ffenders  who were r e l a t e d

in a c lo s e  or primary fash ion .  In heated arguments between

lovers  and f r i e n d s ,  t h e  v ic t im  may o f ten  have been to  blame

for  agg rava t ing  and e s c a l a t in g  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  to  a

homicidal s t a t e .  The notion of v i c t im - p r e c i p i t a t e d  homicide

lends s u p p o r t  to  th e  argument t h a t  homicide i s  in p a r t  a

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t .  Homicide can be viewed as not only

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e ,  b u t  a lso  r e c k l e s s  i f  one co n s id e rs  the

number of  people t h a t  c o n t in u a l ly  expose themselves  to

s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  a re  known to  be v o l a t i l e  and a t  high r i s k  of

homicide v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  C on t inua l ly  f in d in g  o n es e l f  in

f i g h t s  and arguments with f r i e n d s  or l o v e r s ,  and using

phys ica l  aggress ion  t o  resolve a l t e r c a t i o n s ,  in c re a se s  th e

p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a homicide might occur. Both the  v ic t im -

p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and h igh  r isk  arguments su p p o r t  th e  co n ten t io n

th a t  homicide be desc r ibed  as a s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t .

A cc iden ta l  d e a th ,  a l though not  as c l e a r  cu t  as s u i c i d e ,

i s  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  as a s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t .

Although ac c id e n ts  can be de f ined  as even ts  which involve

low l e v e l s  of i n t e n t i o n  and expectedness (Suchman 1961, p.

276), i t  does not p rec lude  a c c id e n t s  from being def ined  as



s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e .  At f i r s t  g lance ,  ac c id e n ts  may seem l i k e  

even ts  which a r e  beyond t h e  co n t ro l  of i n d iv id u a l s  and 

s o c i e t y .  S o c io lo g i s t s  such as G usf ie ld  (1981) , however, 

have shown t h a t  a c c i d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  automobile a c c id e n t s ,  

o f ten  co n ta in  im p l i c a t io n s  of blameworthiness and l i a b i l i t y .  

"As a s o c i o lo g ic a l  c a te g o ry ,  ' a c c i d e n t '  i s  a way of 

d i s t in g u i s h in g  c e r t a i n  even ts  from o thers  in  a fashion which 

e n t a i l s  s p e c i f i c  consequences” (Gusfie ld  1981, p. 35) .  The 

assumption t h a t  some types of ac c id en ts  a re  avoidable  or  

c o n t r o l l a b l e  i s  a s o c i a l l y  s e l e c t i v e  one. In American 

s o c i e t y ,  many automobile ,  o ccupa t iona l ,  and home ac c id e n ts  

a re  seen  as p rev e n tab le .  Society has def ined  c e r t a in  

behav io rs  and s i t u a t i o n s  as safe and unsafe.  A degree o f  

r e s p e c t  fo r  the  c a re  and s a fe ty  of onese lf  and others i s  

p r e s c r ib e d  in American s o c i e t y .  I f  s o c i a l l y  p re sc r ib ed  

p re c a u t io n s  and r u l e s  a r e  not  followed, then  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

i s  blamed for t h e  ' a c c i d e n t ' .  Care lessness  and negl igence  

a re  n o t  s o c i a l l y  a c ce p tab le  excuses when a c c id e n t s  o ccu r .

Accidents  can be descr ibed  as s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  when 

c a r e l e s s n e s s  and r i s k  have been involved.  The behavior of 

in d iv id u a l s  involved in ac c id e n ts  has of ten  been r e l a t e d  to  

s u i c i d a l ,  and o c c a s i o n a l ly ,  homicidal,  b eh a v io r .  Tabachnick 

(1973) a s s o c i a t e s  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  ( s u ic id a l )  f ac to rs  w i th  

a c c id e n t a l  dea th .  In automobile f a t a l i t i e s ,  Tabachnick 

found th r e e  im por tan t  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  f a c t o r s :  m ot iva t ion ,

an a c t i o n  o r i e n te d  c h a r a c t e r  type ,  and a lc o h o l  use (1973, p. 

5) .  The in d iv id u a l  who i s  ac t ion  o r ien ted  o f t e n  engages in
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r i s k - t a k i n g  behav io r ,  such as d r iv in g  a car  a t  high speeds,  

as  a way of r e l e a s in g  f r u s t r a t i o n .  By c o n t in u a l ly  p lac ing  

o n e s e l f  in  s i t u a t i o n s  of high r i s k ,  t h e  l ik e l ih o o d  of an 

ac c id e n t  i s  in c re a se d .  A cc idents ,  a l though  no t  as b l a t a n t l y  

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  as s u i c i d e ,  o f ten  r ev ea l  an under ly ing  

awareness t h a t  a s i t u a t i o n  i s  hazardous or r i s k y ,  ye t  

noth ing  i s  done to  reduce th e  r i s k .

Homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  death  a l l  con ta in  

elements of s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and r e c k le s s n e s s .  The form 

and amount v a r ie s  w ith  th e  type of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  The 

element o f  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and r e c k le s s n e s s  i s  an 

im por tan t  l in k  between a l l  th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .

The unexpectedness and p r e v e n t a b i l i t y  of homicide, s u i c i d e ,  

and a c c id e n ta l  dea th  make th ese  a c t s  even more i n t e r e s t i n g  

from a s o c io lo g ic a l  p o in t  of view. The s i m i l a r i t i e s  among 

homicide, s u i c id e ,  and ac c id e n ts :  an e x te rn a l  fo rce  as t h e  

cause of d ea th ,  a g g re s s io n ,  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and 

r e c k le s s n e s s  a l l  suppor t  th e  study of these  t h r e e  types of 

death  under the s in g l e  concept of v i o l e n t  d ea th .

Expected I n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  Among th e  
Forms of V io len t  Death

The th r e e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  j u s t  d iscu sse d  id e n t i f y  

im por tan t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  among homicide, 

s u ic id e  and a c c id e n ta l  d e a th .  I n t e n t  i d e n t i f i e s  the  

im por tan t  d i f f e r e n c e  between a c t io n s  and outcome. With 

homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  th e  outcome is  th e  

same, y e t  the  a c t io n s  lead ing  up to  the  death  may vary.
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In t e n t i o n s  to  k i l l  vary  from s t ro n g ,  as with s u ic id e ,  to  

almost n o n e x i s te n t ,  as  with some forms of a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  

A l l  th r e e  types  of dea th  were i d e n t i f i e d  as r e s u l t i n g  from 

ag g res s iv e  a c t io n .  The d i r e c t i o n  of the  ag g ress ion  d i f f e r s  

with  the  form of d ea th .  All  t h r e e  forms of dea th  were shown 

t o  have elements of s e l f  d e s t r u c t io n  and r i s k  tak in g .

Based on these  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  what i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

might be expected? What types of r a t e s  should be used? The 

v a r i a t i o n  of the  i n t e n t  of the  a c t i o n ,  the  d i r e c t i o n  of 

a g g re s s io n ,  and degree  of s e l f  d e s t r u c t io n  and r i s k  tak ing  

sugges t  t h a t  the c a te g o r i e s  of homicide, a c c id e n ta l  dea th ,  

and s u ic id e  should be f u r t h e r  broken down.

Rates of v i o l e n t  dea th  vary g r e a t l y  fo r  males and females ,  

b lacks  and w h i te s .  Are th e re  s p e c i f i c  s o c ia l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which b e s t  exp la in  r a t e s  of v io le n ce  fo r  one 

group but n o t  another?  The su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s  

sugges ts  t h a t  males,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i n o r i t i e s ,  have adopted 

t h e  values t h a t  g e n e ra te  c u l t u r a l  acceptance of v io len ce .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  im portan t  to  examine which s o c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  inc reased  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  

dea th  among males and females ,  b lacks  and w h i te s .  To 

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t e  r a c i a l  and gender d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  r a te s  

fo r  each form of v i o l e n t  death w i l l  be broken down by race  

and sex. The use of sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  is  

d iscussed  f u r th e r  in  Chapter fo u r .

A cc iden ta l  d ea th s  w i l l  be measured in two c a t e g o r i e s ,  

motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  deaths  and nonmotor v e h ic le
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a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s .  The degree  of ag g res s io n ,  and 

d e s t r u c t iv e n e s s  a r e  g r e a t e r  in  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  

dea th .  Nonmotor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th s  e x h ib i t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  r i s k  t a k in g ,  but i n t e n t i o n s  and 

agg ress iveness  a r e  not  as c l e a r .

The d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  of homicide, s u i c id e ,  and 

a c c id e n ta l  death w i l l  be i n t e r r e l a t e d  in  d iverse  ways based 

on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the  ag g re s s io n ,  t h e  amount of s e l f  

d e s t r u c t iv e n e s s ,  and the degree  of i n t e n t .  Motor v eh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  may be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  s u i c id e s .  Other 

a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  may be more c lo se ly  r e l a t e d  to  homicide. 

The i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the c a t e g o r i e s  of v i o l e n t  

death  w i l l  be examined in Chapters f i v e  and s ix .

T h e o re t i c a l  Explana t ions  of the 
R e la t io n sh ip  Among t h e  Forms of  V io len t  Death

Two t h e o r e t i c a l  exp lana t ions  w i l l  be used in  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  to  examine r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death in  th e  United 

S t a t e s .  The main t h e o r e t i c a l  focus w i l l  be the su b c u l tu re  

of v io le n c e  t h e s i s .  The s u b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s  w i l l  

be examined to  t e s t  i t s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  the s tudy of 

v i o l e n t  death and each of i t s  th ree  forms using a 

m u l t i v a r i a t e  r e g r e s s io n  model. In a more ex p lo ra to ry  

f a s h io n ,  the th e o ry  of the fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  w i l l  be 

ap p l ied  to  study how r a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  each type of v i o l e n t  

death  a f f e c t  the  combined v i o l e n t  dea th  r a t e  in s t a t e s  and 

r e g io n s .  This t h e o r e t i c a l  approach w i l l  be used t o  expla in  

graph ic  p r e s e n ta t i o n s  of r a t e  v a r i a t i o n  among the  forms of
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v i o l e n t  d e a th .  This s e c t io n  b r i e f l y  e x p la in s  the  under ly ing  

components of both t h e o r i e s .

Theory of t h e  F unc t iona l  A l t e rn a t iv e

Examining r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th ,  r e se a rch e rs  have 

noted t h a t  r a t e s  of one type of v io l e n t  dea th  such as 

a c c id e n t s ,  may f a l l ,  while  a n o th e r ,  such as s u ic id e ,  w i l l  

r i s e .  The r i s e  and f a l l  of each form of v i o l e n t  death 

p u rp o r te d ly  keeps t h e  o v e ra l l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  death s t a b l e .  

The obse rv a t io n  t h a t  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  such as s u i c id e s  

and a c c id e n t s  r i s e  and f a l l  in r e l a t i o n  t o  one another  is  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  I f  s e v e r a l  forms of v io l e n t  death  vary ,  ye t  

th e  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th  s tays  th e  same, d i f f e r e n t  

q u es t io n s  regarding  v i o l e n t  dea th  can be addressed .  Under 

what s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  is  one form of v i o l e n t  death more 

f req u en t  than  another?

One t r a d i t i o n  of  s o c io lo g ic a l  theo ry ,  th e  theory  of the  

fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  can be used to  exp la in  v a r i a t i o n  in 

t h e  r a t e s  of the  d i f f e r e n t  types  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  This 

t r a d i t i o n  argues t h a t  r a te s  of s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io lence  a r e  i n v e r s e ly  r e l a t e d ,  bu t  the  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of 

v io lence  s t a y s  the same. Three re search  s tu d i e s  exemplify 

t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n :  Henry and S h o r t ' s  (1964) s tudy

of  s u ic id e  and homicide, S traus  and S t r a u s '  (1953) s tudy  of 

s u ic id e  and homicide in  Ceylon, and E r ik s o n ' s  (1966) study 

of crime in  Colonia l  M assachuset ts .



Henry and Short (1964) in  t h e i r  work Suicide and 

Homicide» s tu d i e d  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of s u i c id e  and homicide 

with  th e  b u s in e s s  cy c le .  The r e se a rc h e r s  found t h a t  su ic ide  

r a t e s  rose d u r ing  d e p r e s s io n s , while  homicide r a t e s  rose 

dur ing  economic p r o s p e r i t y .  Henry and Short  used th r e e  

major v a r i a b l e s :  s t a t u s ,  s t r e n g t h  of the r e l a t i o n a l  system, 

and degree of e x te rn a l  r e s t r a i n t .  They found th a t  outwardly 

d i r e c t e d  ag g res s io n  (homicide) i s  l e g i t im a te d  when e x te rn a l  

r e s t r a i n t s  a r e  high.  Inwardly d i r e c t e d  aggress ion  (su ic ide)  

i s  l e g i t im a te d  when e x t e r n a l  r e s t r a i n t s  a r e  low. These 

f in d in g s  accounted for th e  high r a t e s  of homicide among the 

lower c l a s s e s  and high r a t e s  of s u ic id e  among the upper 

c l a s s e s .  The ebb and flow of th e  d i f f e r e n t  types of  

v io le n ce  is  dependent on th e  b u s in e ss  c y c le ,  but th e  o v e ra l l  

r a t e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e .

S traus  and S traus  (1953) researched  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on s u i c id e  and homicide. Based upon c ross­

n a t io n a l  r e sea rch  in Ceylon, S t ra u s  and S t r a u s  found t h a t  in 

lo o se ly  s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  homicide r a t e s  are  h ig h .  

Conversely,  i n  t i g h t l y  s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i e t i e s  (such as 

Ceylon) ,  where r e c i p r o c a l  r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  a re  expected and 

en fo rced ,  homicide r a t e s  a re  low and s u i c id e  ra te s  a r e  high 

(1953, p. 467) .  Among d i f f e r e n t  p o p u la t io n s ,  even w ith in  

the  same s o c i e t y ,  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  e f f e c t s  th e  type of 

v io le n ce  t h a t  i s  p e rm i t ted .

Erikson, in  examining the  d i f f e r e n t  crime waves among 

the  P u r i t an  Colon ies ,  argued t h a t  the  volume of d e v ian t



behavior in  a community remains f a i r l y  c o n s ta n t  over t ime, 

bu t  the  form t h a t  t h e  behavior takes  changes (1966, p. 23 ) .  

The volume of d e v ia n t  behavior remains co n s ta n t  because th e  

capac i ty  of  s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  mechanisms to  handle dev ian t  

behavior remains c o n s ta n t .  Communities c r e a te  boundaries of 

to le ra n c e  fo r  c e r t a i n  behaviors  ( e .g .  t h e  amount of v i o l e n t  

d e a th ) . When a p a r t i c u l a r  type  of behavior such as homicide 

has in c re a se d ,  community s o c i a l  c o n t ro l s  a t tem pt  to  

c o n s t r a in  and reduce the i n c r e a s e .  The a c t  which i s  the 

r e c i p i e n t  of renewed i n t e r e s t  ( e .g .  homicide) may be reduced 

due to  t h e s e  s o c i a l  c o n t ro l s ,  keeping the  o v e ra l l  r a t e  of 

v io lence  c o n s ta n t .  Acts of v i o l e n t  dea th  such as homicide, 

s u ic id e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  death  a r e  s im i la r  in form and may 

vary in r e l a t i o n  t o  a co n s tan t  o v e ra l l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  

death.

This t r a d i t i o n  of research  sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  r a t e s  of 

the d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  death move in o p p o s i te  

d i r e c t i o n s  based on s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  In t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  the  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  w i l l  be 

used to  i n t e r p r e t  p a t t e r n s  of r a t e  v a r i a t i o n  w i th in  reg ions  

of the United S t a t e s .  Graphic p r e s e n ta t i o n  of th e  th ree  

forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  in four  regions  of  the  United S t a t e s  

w i l l  be examined to  determine i f  a p a t t e r n  of in v e rse  

v a r i a t i o n  can be d e t e c t e d .  As s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  p o r t io n  

of the d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  pure ly  e x p lo ra to ry  in n a tu re  and w i l l  

not  be r e p re se n ted  in  the m u l t i v a r i a t e  r e g r e s s io n  model 

being used to  t e s t  the  su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s .
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S ubcu l tu re  of Violence

The su b c u l tu re  o f  v io lence  t h e s i s  sugges ts  t h a t  a l o t  

of dev ian t  behavior  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of normative suppor t  for  

d ev ian t  va lues  by a subgroup w i th in  a c u l t u r e .  That i s ,  

v i o l e n t  behaviors  a r e  supported and encouraged by c e r t a i n  

groups. Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  (1967) proposed t h a t  

d i f f e r e n t  su b c u l tu re s  w ith in  s o c i e ty  would have h igher  r a t e s  

of  v io l e n t  crime because v i o l e n t  behavior was used to  

p r o t e c t  o n e ' s  s e l f  image in th e s e  subgroups. The su b c u l tu re  

of v io le n ce  t h e s i s  contends t h a t  v i o l e n t  behavior i s  a 

necessary  and accepted  way of l i f e  among c e r t a i n  groups.

The s u b c u l tu re  passes  on the a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s  as to  the  

accepted  use of p h y s ic a l  ag g ress ion  as a problem so lv ing  

techn ique  in  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s .  E sp ec ia l ly  when confron ted  

w ith  persons  of s i m i l a r  upbr ing ing ,  the  cho ices  of r e so lv ing  

a c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  l im i te d  to  c u l t u r a l l y  lea rned  

responses  such as v io le n c e .

The su b c u l tu re  o f  v io lence  t h e s i s  has been used almost

ex c lu s iv e ly  to  ex p la in  homicidal behavior .  However, a

su b c u l tu r e  of  v io len ce  argument may a l s o  be used to  exp la in

o th e r  forms of v i o l e n t  behavior .

Whitlock (1971) used a s u b c u l tu r a l  e x p lan a t io n  to  

examine v a r i a t i o n s  in  motor v e h ic le  deaths  in  A u s t r a l i a .

For Whitlock, th e  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i th  speed and power in  

automobiles i s  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  of  the  c u l t u r a l  acceptance of 

d r iv in g  as an ag g re s s iv e  a c t .  The high r a t e  of motor
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v e h ic le  dea ths  among subgroups o f  the p o p u la t io n  i s  

i n d i c a t i v e  of a su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n ce .

S ubcu l tu ra l  t h e o r i e s  have been used t o  explain  th e  

t h r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  death s e p a r a t e ly ,  b u t  have no t  been 

used to  exp la in  a l l  t h r e e  forms of  v i o l e n t  death as one 

measure of v io lence  ( t o g e t h e r ) . The s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  the  

t h r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  death a l low  us to  s tudy  them as one 

u n i t .  The research  t h a t  has been done on th e  th ree  forms of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  s e p a r a t e l y  has l a i d  the groundwork fo r  

examining v i o l e n t  d ea th  as a whole from a s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n ce  p e r s p e c t iv e .  The su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  

p e r s p e c t iv e  w i l l  be examined in  d e t a i l  in  chap ter  t h r e e .

The su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e  t h e s i s  and the  theory  of th e  

f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a re  two d i s t i n c t l y  oppos i te  

t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  The s u b c u l tu re  of  v io lence  

sugges ts  t h a t  r a te s  of  v io le n t  dea th  should  be s i m i l a r  

because th e  c u l t u r a l  environment produces a t t i t u d e s  of a 

g ene ra l  d i s reg a rd  f o r  l i f e  which leads t o  r e c k le s s  and s e l f ­

d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior such as homicide. The theory of  the  

f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, sugges ts  t h a t  the 

forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  vary i n v e r s e ly ,  producing a cons tan t  

o v e r a l l  r a t e .  The s t r u c t u r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  of the s o c i a l  

system p reven t  r a t e s  from growing l a rg e r .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  

t e n e t s  of th e se  two th e o r i e s  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  incom patib le ,  

they  cannot be s im ultaneously  t r u e .  This s tudy  w i l l  examine 

which th eo ry  i s  most a p p l ic a b le  t o  the s tudy  of v i o l e n t  

d ea th .
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Summary

Chapter two explored t h e  var ious  d e f i n i t i o n s  of 

v io le n c e  and v i o l e n t  d e a th r p re se n t in g  th e  working 

d e f i n i t i o n s  of v io le n ce  and v i o l e n t  dea th  to  be used in t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Violence i s  de f ined  as a p h y s ic a l ly  r e c k le s s ,  

ag g re s s iv e ,  or d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior .  V io len t  dea th  i s  

d e f in e d  as a p h y s ic a l l y  r e c k l e s s ,  ag g re s s iv e ,  or d e s t r u c t iv e  

a c t i o n  th a t  r e s u l t s  in d e a th .  Homicide, s u i c id e ,  and 

a c c id e n t s  f a l l  w i th in  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of  v io l e n t  dea th .  

Severa l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and acc id en ts  

were i d e n t i f i e d  and d iscussed  as to  how they f i t  under the  

d e f i n i t i o n  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  The f a c t  t h a t  homicides,  

s u i c i d e s ,  and a c c id e n ta l  d e a th s  a re  caused by fo rc e s  ou ts ide  

the  body (as opposed to a p h y s ic a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n )  i s  

i d e n t i f i e d  as a unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  t i e s  th e  th ree  

forms of v i o l e n t  death t o g e th e r .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

i n t e n t i o n ,  a g g re s s io n ,  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and rec k le s sn e s s  

were d iscu sse d ,  o u t l i n in g  under ly ing  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and 

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  types of v i o l e n t  d e a th .  These 

l i n k s  were used t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  homicide, s u i c i d e ,  and 

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  may be combined to  form a composite measure 

of v i o l e n t  d e a th .  A composite measure of  v i o l e n t  death  i s  

u s e f u l  in the  s tu d y  of v io le n c e  because i t  p rov ides  a broad 

measure of o v e r a l l  v io le n ce .

F in a l l y ,  t h e  s u b c u l tu re  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  and the  

th eo ry  of the fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  were p resen ted  as the 

two th e o r i e s  t o  be used in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  th e  theory of



t h e  F unc t iona l  A l t e r n a t iv e  in an ex p lo ra to ry  fash ion ,  and 

t h e  S ubcu l tu re  of Violence Thesis  in  a more ex tens ive  

s t a t i s t i c a l  f a sh io n .  Each theory  w i l l  be used to  exp la in  

v a r i a t i o n  in  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  S o c io lo g ica l  

ex p lan a t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  an aggrega te  l e v e l  (such as 

s t a t e s ) , has s p e c i f i c  advantages and d isadvan tages .  The 

aggregate  l e v e l  of exp lana t ion  is  im portant  fo r  t h i s  s tudy 

in  order  t o  de termine  th e  n a tu re  of the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among 

th e  forms of  v i o l e n t  dea th  and to  determine which s o c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b e s t  p r e d i c t  inc reased  r a t e s  of v io l e n t  

dea th .  Chapter th r e e  w i l l  d i sc u ss  in  d e t a i l  the  su b c u l tu re  

of v io le n ce  t h e s i s  and th e  concep ts  of inward and outward 

ag g ress io n .



CHAPTER I I I

SUBCULTURES OF VIOLENCE

The t h e o r e t i c a l  framework guiding t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  

stems from the  r esea rch  of Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  (1967) and 

Humphrey and Palmer (1978) regarding the  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io len ce  and th e  s u b c u l tu re  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io len ce ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  This chapter  reviews l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  t o  

s u b c u l tu r e s  of v io len ce  t h a t  provides background for th e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  component of th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The chapter i s  

d iv ided  in to  two s e c t io n s ,  s u b c u l tu re s  of o th e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io len ce  and s u b c u l tu re s  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  The 

f i r s t  s e c t i o n  d is c u s s e s  r e sea rch  r e l a t i n g  to  Wolfgang and 

F e r r a c u t i ' s  su b c u l tu re  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  and r e l a t e d  

resea rch  dea l ing  w ith  v io le n ce  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  o th e rs .  The 

second s e c t io n  d is c u s se s  r e se a rch  r e l a t i n g  to  Palmer and 

Humphrey's su b c u l tu re  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  A g en e ra l  

su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n ce  combines both s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e .  The form t h a t  th e  v io lence  takes depends on 

s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  which favor  e i t h e r  s e l f  or o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e .

Sociology of Subcul tures

The s o c io lo g i c a l  s tudy of su b c u l tu re s  in t h e  United 

S ta te s  developed from re s e a rc h  by 'Chicago school* 

s o c i o l o g i s t s  of t h e  1940 's .  The re sea rch  of t h e  Chicago
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school focused on the s o c i a l  ecology of urban l i f e .  In 

p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  s tu d ied  th e  a reas  of work, 

r e c r e a t i o n ,  home l i f e ,  h e a l t h ,  i l l n e s s  and deviance of the  

i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  c i t y  of Chicago. From th e  research  on 

dev iance ,  a soc io logy  of  s u b c u l tu r e s  was developed. 

Subcu l tu res  a r e  defined as groups with  norms, v a lu es ,  or 

customs th a t  d i f f e r  from the  norms of the  l a r g e r  c u l t u r e .  

F requen t ly ,  t h e  term su b c u l tu r e  i s  used to  i d e n t i f y  groups 

t h a t  dev ia te  n e g a t iv e ly  from the l a r g e r  c u l t u r e .

S u th e r l a n d ' s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  theo ry  provided 

the  b a s i s  fo r  unders tand ing  the genes is  and c o n t in u a t io n  of 

a su b c u l tu re .  D i f f e r e n t i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  theo ry  m ain ta ins  

t h a t  a l l  b eh av io r ,  whether dev ian t  or no t ,  i s  learned  in a 

s i m i l a r  manner. Continual exposure to  a s e t  of ideas and 

a c t io n s  sup p o r ts  the adop t ion  of th e s e  ideas  and a c t io n s .  A 

s u b c u l tu r e  develops when th e  ideas and a c t io n s  t h a t  a re  

passed  on d i f f e r  from th e  ideas of the  l a r g e r  c u l t u r e .  The 

under ly ing  c o n f l i c t  between the  va lues  of t h e  l a r g e r  c u l t u r e  

and members o f  th a t  c u l t u r e  s t i m u la t e  the formation  of a 

s u b c u l tu r e  where s im i la r  values  can be shared and supported .

The r e s e a r c h  on del inquency dur ing  the  1950 's  provides  

an e x c e l l e n t  example o f  th e  study of s u b c u l tu r e s .  Cohen 

(1955) and M i l l e r  (1958) both s tu d i e d  the d e l in q u en t  gang as 

a su b c u l tu re .  The v a lues  of the  d e l in q u e n t  gang a r e  seen as 

a p roduct  of t h e  lower c l a s s  working c u l t u r e  which i s  in 

c o n f l i c t  with t h e  middle c l a s s  c u l t u r e .  The r e j e c t i o n  of 

middle c la s s  va lues  by young males i s  emphasized w ith in  the
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d e l in q u en t  gang. Values such as immediate g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  

toughness and r e j e c t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  a re  p a r t  of the  

su b c u l tu re  of d e l in q u en t  gangs. The gang su b c u l tu re  passes  

on i t s  va lues  from one g en e ra t io n  of members to  th e  nex t ,  

with o lder  members i n i t i a t i n g  the  younger members. The 

s tudy  of d e l in q u e n t  gangs i s  j u s t  one example of the  

soc io logy  of  s u b c u l tu r e s  r e se a rc h .  Another major focus of 

s u b c u l tu r a l  theory  has been th e  e x p lo ra t io n  of v a r i a t i o n  in 

the  r a t e  of homicide throughout th e  United S t a t e s .

Subcu l tu res  of O ther -D irec ted  Violence

The term su b c u l tu r e  of o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io len ce  i s  used to  

focus on r e s e a rc h  surrounding an a c t  of v io len ce  d i r e c te d  

outward a g a in s t  ano ther  such as homicide, and some types of 

a c c id e n ts .  The m a jo r i ty  of the  re sea rch  in  t h i s  a rea  has 

d e a l t  with t h e  ac t  of homicide. Research on homicide is  

d iscussed  f i r s t ;  second, r e se a rch  i s  p resen ted  t h a t  focuses 

on a c c id e n t s ,  s u ic id e  and o th e r - d i r e c t e d  v io len ce .

One of  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  works on the  soc io logy  of 

su b c u l tu re s  and homicide was The Subcu l tu re  of Violence by 

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  (1967). Since the  book was 

pub l ished ,  t h e r e  has been heated debate  over the  t h e o r e t i c a l  

and em p ir ica l  t e s t a b i l i t y  of the  concept of  su b c u l tu re s  of  

v io le n c e .  Much of th e  re search  focused on two im portant  

explanato ry  v a r i a b l e s ,  region of the  country  (South or 

Nonsouth), and race .  Research has been f i l l e d  with  

methodological  problems and has provided inconc lus ive  

r e s u l t s .
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Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ' s  Research

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i* s  research on the su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  provides  one of t h e  most comprehensive t h e o r e t i c a l  

examinations of su b c u l tu re s  and homicide. Their work has 

provided the main t h e o r e t i c a l  base fo r  much of th e  homicide 

re se a rch  in t h i s  a r e a .  The su b cu l tu re  of  v io lence t h e s i s  

su g g es ts  th a t  a l o t  of d ev ia n t  behavior i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of 

normative suppor t  fo r  d e v ia n t  values by a subgroup w ith in  a 

c u l t u r e .  That i s ,  v io le n t  behaviors a r e  supported and 

encouraged by c e r t a i n  groups.  Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  (1967) 

proposed th a t  d i f f e r e n t  s u b c u l tu re s  w i th in  so c ie ty  would 

have higher  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  crime because  v io le n t  behavior 

was used to p r o t e c t  one 's  s e l f  image in  these  subgroups.

The su b cu l tu re  o f  v io lence  t h e s i s  contends  th a t  v i o l e n t  

behavior  is  a n ecessa ry  and accepted way of l i f e  among 

c e r t a i n  groups. The su b c u l tu r e  passes on the a t t i t u d e s  and 

b e l i e f s  as to  t h e  accepted u s e  of p h y s ic a l  aggress ion  as a 

problem solving technique in  c e r t a in  s i t u a t i o n s .  E spec ia l ly  

when confronted  w i th  persons o f  s im i la r  upbring ing ,  the 

ch o ices  in r e s o lv in g  a c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  are  l im i t e d  to 

c u l t u r a l l y  le a rn e d  responses such as v io le n c e .

According t o  the  su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e  argument,  

s i t u a t i o n s  a re  most l i k e ly  t o  involve c u l t u r a l l y  accepted 

v io le n c e  when an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  ch a ra c te r  has been ques t ioned ,  

r i d i c u l e d ,  or i n s u l t e d  (Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  1967) . The 

in d iv id u a l  uses ph y s ica l  ag g ress ion  t o  defend t h e i r



c h a r a c t e r ,  which sometimes le ad s  t o  the d ea th  of one of  the  

p a r t i e s  involved.  A su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce ,  according to  

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ,  tends t o  f l o u r i s h  where c e r t a i n  

so c ia l  c o n d i t io n s  such as p o v e r ty ,  unemployment, and blocked 

l e g i t i m a t e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  are  s t r o n g e s t .  These s t r u c t u r a l  

c o n d i t io n s  r e s t r i c t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to v io le n c e  as a 

recourse  t o  an a f f r o n t  on o n e 's  ch a rac te r  t h a t  might 

o therw ise  be a v a i l a b l e  under more favorab le  co n d i t io n s .

Three s o c i a l  groups have been i d e n t i f i e d  by Wolfgang and 

F e r r a c u t i  as most c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f y in g  with a su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n ce :  young m ales ,  blacks and other  m i n o r i t i e s ,  and

persons of low socioeconomic s t a t u s .

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i 1s r e sea rch  i d e n t i f i e s  which 

groups a r e  most l i k e l y  to  adhere to  the v a lu e s  of a 

su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e .  The v a lu e s  r e l a t i n g  to  v io len ce  in 

th e  s u b c u l tu r e  a re  backed up by s o c ia l  rewards and 

punishments.  Members of the s u b c u l tu re  who do not fo l low  

norms regard ing  th e  use of v io le n ce  are o s t r a c i z e d  by o th e r  

members o f  the  s u b c u l tu r e .  Members who fo l lo w  the norms are  

rewarded with  r e sp e c t  and esteemed s t a tu s  (Void and Bernard 

1986).

Research on Region and the  Subcu l tu re  of V iolence

Since the  work of  Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ,  o ther  

r e s e a r c h e r s  have expanded the concept of t h e  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io lence  t o  t r y  and exp la in  t h e  high r a t e  o f  homicide in  the 

Southern region  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  The c u l t u r a l



uniqueness of t h e  Southern United S ta te s  has been widely  

documented by h i s t o r i a n s  (Reed 1972).  The confederacy ,  

s l a v e r y ,  and th e  la rge  p l a n t a t i o n s  a l l  helped to  c r e a t e  a 

'Southern* c u l t u r e .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  

c u l t u r a l  norms and values t h a t  were held in  high esteem in 

the  South such as honor, duty  and family  t i e s  (Reed 1972).

I t  i s  t h i s  unique c u l tu r e  t h a t  r e se a rc h e r s  say suppor ts  the 

use of v io len ce  in  the r e s o l u t i o n  of c o n f l i c t s .  Violence as 

a way t o  r e so lv e  c o n f l i c t  i s  s im i la r  to  the due l ing  and 

v ig i l a n t i s m  t h a t  was so p r e v a l e n t  in  the  South.

The r e se a rch  on a r eg io n a l  c u l t u r e  of v io le n c e  h as ,  

however, proved in c o n c lu s iv e .  Two a r t i c l e s ,  one by Raymond 

D. G a s t i l  (1971), and ano the r  by Sheldon Hackney (1979),  

p r e s e n t  the  id e a  of a r e g io n a l  c u l t u r e  of v io le n c e .  G a s t i l ,  

in h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a r eg io n a l  c u l t u r e  of v io len ce ,  

as opposed to  a s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e ,  need not  s t r e s s  

v i o l e n t  norms and va lues .  A reg io n a l  c u l t u r e  of v io le n ce  

may condone l e t h a l  v io len ce  or have a v i o l e n t  t r a d i t i o n  

(1971, p. 416). G a s t i l  c h a r a c te r i z e d  a r e g io n a l  c u l t u r e  of 

v io le n c e  as having a " . . . l a r g e  percentage of th e  popu la t ion  

involved in v i o l e n c e . . . " ,  l e t h a l  v io le n ce  as an im portant  

subtheme, and emphasis on th e  knowledge and use of weapons 

(1971, p .  416). Both G a s t i l  and Hackney a t t r i b u t e  a 

Southern c u l t u r e  of v io le n ce  to  t h e  unique p a s t  h i s t o r y  of 

the South .  The s la v e ry ,  r u r a l i t y ,  lack of law enforcement, 

and Southern v ig i l a n t i s m  s in g le  ou t  the  Southern s t a t e s  from 

the r e s t  of th e  United S t a t e s  in t h e i r  use of v io le n c e .



G a s t i l  (1971) c r e a te d  an 'Index of S o u the rnness1 in 

order  t o  examine t h e  e f f e c t  of Southernness on s t a t e  

homicide r a t e s .  The Index of Southernness assigned rank 

ordered scores  to  s t a t e s  based on the  percen tage  of 

r e s i d e n t s  l iv in g  in  t h a t  s t a t e  who were born in th e  South. 

Hackney (1979) , s i m i l a r l y ,  c r e a te d  a dummy v a r ia b le  of 

co n fede ra te  and nonconfedera te  s t a t e s  to  measure 

Southernness .  Both re se a rch e rs  found t h a t  c o n t r o l l i n g  for 

o the r  v a r i a b le s  such as age, income, r u r a l i t y ,  and r ace ,  

Southernness exp la ined  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of th e  var iance  

in  homicide ra te s  between s t a t e s .

L o f t i n  and H i l l  (1974), r e f u t in g  th e  claims of G a s t i l  

and Hackney, c r i t i c i z e d  t h e i r  methodologies and conc lus ions  

regard ing  the r e g io n a l  c u l t u r e  of v io lence  t h e s i s .  Loft in  

and H i l l  argued t h a t  s t r u c t u r a l  poverty has  more of an 

e f f e c t  on the  v a r i a t i o n  in homicide r a t e s  than does region.  

L oft in  and Hil l  found th a t  th e  e f f e c t  of reg ion i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced when socioeconomic f a c t o r s  a r e  

c o n t r o l l e d  fo r ,  r e g a r d le s s  of which measure of Southernness 

was used*

Nessner (1982) examined v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  r a t e  of 

homicide in  204 SMSA's. Hessner used two measures of  

pover ty ,  one r e l a t i v e  ( the  Gini  index),  and one a b s o lu te  

(percen t  below the  pover ty  l i n e ) , along w ith  percen t  b lack ,  

a South/Nonsouth dummy v a r i a b l e ,  and p e r c e n t  aged 15-24 as 

p r e d i c to r s  of homicide. Two v a r i a b l e s ,  th e  percent  of the  

p o p u la t io n  th a t  i s  b lack ,  and th e  South/Nonsouth dummy



45

v a r i a b le  were found to  have th e  l a r g e s t  e f f e c t s  in  

ex p la in in g  high r a t e s  of homicide. H essn e r 's  re se a rch  

suppor ts  a su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e  argument.

Blau and Blau (1982),  examined r a t e s  of homicide in 125 

SMSA's, t e s t i n g  th e  e f f e c t s  of Southern lo c a t i o n ,  the  

p ro p o r t io n  of b lack s  and pover ty  on homicide. The B lau 's  

found t h a t  only t h e i r  measure of  pov er ty ,  which was based on 

Duncan's SCI s c o r e s ,  r e ta in e d  any s ig n i f i c a n c e  in  exp la in ing  

v a r i a t i o n  in  the homicide r a t e .  They concluded t h a t  r a c i a l  

and economic i n e q u a l i t y  in c re a s e  r a t e s  of  v io le n c e .  Their  

resea rch  only su p p o r ts  a theo ry  of a su b cu l tu re  of v io len ce  

t h a t  i s  rooted in  economic i n e q u a l i t y ,  n o t  h i s t o r i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n .

Williams (1984) r e p l i c a t e d  the  re sea rch  of Blau and 

Blau (1982) and Messner (1983).  Williams argued t h a t  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  e r r o r  masked th e  t ru e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

homicide and pover ty  t h a t  was shown to  be i n s i g n i f i c a n t  in 

p rev ious  re se a rch .  Williams r ees t im a ted  the  equa t ions  using 

lo g a r i th m ic  t r a n s fo rm a t io n s  of  percen t  poor and th e  homicide 

r a t e .  He found t h a t  using t h i s  model, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between percen t  poor and the  r a t e  of homicide was c l e a r l y  

and p o s i t i v e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Will iams'  f in d in g s  suppor t  a 

s t ru c tu ra l / e c o n o m ic  exp lana t ion  for  h igh  r a t e s  of  homicide, 

arguing a g a in s t  a s u b c u l tu r a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .  Will iams'  

r e se a rch  p o in t s  ou t  the  problems of model s p e c i f i c a t i o n  when 

re se a rch in g  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

f a c to r s  and the homicide r a t e .



In 1986, Huff-Corzine e t  a l .  f u r t h e r  examined the 

co n t ro v e rsy  over s t r u c t u r a l  versus c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ,  

Southernness ,  and th e  homicide r a t e .  The r e se a rch e rs  

r e p l i c a t e d  th e  r e sea rch  of  Loft in  and H i l l ,  examining the  

e f f e c t iv e n e s s  of  the  S t r u c t u r a l  Pover ty  Index, along with 

G a s t i l ' s  measure of Southernness on s t a t e  homicide r a t e s .  

Using r idge  r e g re s s io n  to  con tro l  f o r  m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y ,  

Huff-Corzine  e t  a l .  found t h a t  the  S t r u c t u r a l  Poverty  Index,  

G a s t i l ' s  Southernness Index, and p e r c e n t  born in  the South, 

were a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and p o s i t i v e l y  r e la te d  t o  the  t o t a l  

homicide r a t e .  The f in d in g s  support  th e  argument th a t  t h e r e  

a r e  r eg io n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  the homicide r a t e ,  b u t  th a t  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  impact of c u l t u r e .

Baron and S t ra u s  (1986) tack led  th e  r e g io n a l  c u l tu r e  of 

v io le n ce  and homicide argument in a r e f r e s h in g  way. The 

au tho rs  proposed t h a t  one of the most d i f f i c u l t  problems in  

t h i s  re sea rch  a rea  had been the use o f  a reg ion  (North- 

South) v a r i a b l e  as a s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  v i o l e n t  c u l t u r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  Baron and S t rau s  (1986, p .  3) proposed the  use  

o f  an a l t e r n a t e  measure o f  c u l tu r a l  approval o f  v io lence :  

th e  L eg i t im ate  Violence Index. "This  index i s  composed of  

12 i n d i c a t o r s  of noncriminal v io lence  and is  co n cep tua l ized  

as a measure of one a s p ec t  of the c u l t u r a l  approval  of 

v io le n c e  ( i e .  s o c i a l l y  accep tab le  or  l e g i t im a te  v io lence )"  

(Baron and S t ra u s  1986, p .  3 ) .  Using the f i f t y  United 

S t a t e s  as t h e i r  u n i t s  of a n a ly s i s ,  Baron and S t r a u s  used 

m u l t ip le  r e g re s s io n  to  t e s t  the e f f e c t s  of c u l t u r a l  and
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repor ted  homicide r a t e .  Baron and S traus  found th a t  the  

West, { p a r t i c u l a r l y  mountain r e g i o n s ) , not t h e  South, ranked 

h ighes t  on th e  l e g i t i m a t e  v io lence  index. The r e s u l t s  of 

r e g re s s io n  a n a ly s is  confirmed th e  au th o rs '  hypo thes is  t h a t  

" the  homicide ra te  has a s i g n i f i c a n t  tendency t o  inc rease  in  

p ropo r t ion  t o  in c re a se s  in  the l e v e l s  of l e g i t i m a t e  

v io lence ,  pover ty ,  and economic in e q u a l i ty "  (Baron and 

S traus  1986, p. 15). The r e g re s s io n  analyses  d id  not,  

however, su p p o r t  the  argument t h a t  Southern r eg io n  can be 

equated w i th  c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  v io len ce ,  le s sen in g  the  

argument f o r  using a North-South v a r i a b l e .

One o f  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with  t h i s  l i n e  o f  research  i s  

th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a c l e a r  i n d i c a t o r  of a reg iona l  

su b c u l tu re .  The South- Nonsouth proxy can determine i f  

region has an e f f e c t  on the  homicide r a te ,  b u t  the  h i s to ry  

of a s e p a r a t e  Southern su b c u l tu re  must be p r e s e n t .  Much of  

th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e sea rch  on the South  has p o in te d  to  the  

South 's  un iqueness .  Even today where c u l tu r e s  have mingled 

due to mass communication and high m ob il i ty ,  t h e  presence of 

a  'S ou the rn '  i d e n t i t y  i s  not uncommon. I f  a  r eg iona l  

s u b c u l tu re  o f  v io lence  i s  assumed, can th i s  ex p la in  the  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  high r a t e s  of homicide in the South?

There a r e  methodological problems a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  

use of a South/Nonsouth dummy v a r i a b l e  as t h e  s o le  i n d i c a t o r  

of a s u b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e .  A measure of v i o l e n t  c u l t u r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  th a t  is  composed of o n ly  a s in g le  f a c to r  i s  weak
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because i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  know i f  th e  in d ic a t o r  i s  

measuring what i t  i s  supposed to  measure. There may be 

o th e r  ex p lan a t io n s  for  why th e  Southern region  of the  United 

S t a t e s  has such high r a t e s  of v io le n c e .  Methodological ly ,  

i n d i c a t o r s  which inc lude  a v a r i e t y  of measures to  get  a t  one 

concept  a re  more r e l i a b l e  than a s in g le  measure. The 

South/Nonsouth v a r i a b le  has been p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with 

high r a t e s  of v io le n c e ,  and should be inc luded in a model 

ex p la in in g  r a t e s  of v io le n c e .  On th e se  grounds, however, i t  

i s  u n c le a r  e x a c t l y  what t h i s  v a r i a b le  measures.

Research on Race and the  Subcu l tu re  of Violence

A second l i n e  of r e se a rch  using the  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  t h e s i s  focuses on th e  r a c i a l  v a r i a t i o n  in both 

homicide v ic t im  and o f fender  r a t e s .  The high percen tage  of 

b lack  v ic t im s  and o f fenders  of homicide has been widely 

documented. S o c io lo g ic a l  ex p lan a t io n s  ranging from 

s t r u c t u r a l  pover ty  to  r e l a t i v e  d e p r iv a t io n ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  

s u b c u l tu r a l  ex p la n a t io n s ,  have been used to  examine these  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  Researchers have argued t h a t  th e  unique 

h i s t o r y  of Black Americans has c o n t r ib u te d  to  a s u b c u l tu re  

in  which l i f e  i s  devalued and v io len ce  i s  viewed as an 

im por tan t  defense of m a sc u l in i ty .

C u r t i s  (1975) expanded on Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ' s  

su b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce  t h e s i s ,  arguing t h a t  i t  was the 

economic, s t r u c t u r a l ,  and r a c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  of th e  South 

which c rea ted  the  v i o l e n t  su b c u l tu r e  t h a t  e x i s t s  today.  The



c u l t u r e  of b lack males, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  is  seen  as an 

ex ten s io n  of th e  t r a d i t i o n s  of m a scu l in i ty ,  honor and 

toughness th a t  developed in  the antebellum South.  "What we 

observe i s  more l i k e l y  t h e  r e d i r e c t i o n  of i n t a c t  m ascu l in i ty  

in to  ex a g g e ra t io n s  of c e r t a i n  a l low able  kinds of dominant- 

c u l t u r e  manliness  d isp layed  in the  everyday t r a n s a c t i o n s  of 

the ghe t to -s lum " (1975, p .  30). C u r t i s  found t h a t  h i s  

c u l t u r a l / s t r u c t u r a l  exp lana t ion  b e t t e r  p re d ic te d  r a te s  of 

v io le n ce  than th e  pure ly  c u l t u r a l  t h e s i s  proposed by 

Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i .

An a r t i c l e  by Sampson (1985) examined t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

the r a c i a l  composition of c i t i e s  on c i t y  homicide r a t e s  

using a su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  argument. Sampson expanded 

on Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i ' s  (1967) and C u r t i s ' s  (1975) 

t h e o r i e s  about s u b c u l tu r a l  formation among s p e c i f i c  groups 

w ith in  the  p o p u la t io n .  Sampson hypothesized  t h a t  i f  a b lack  

su b c u l tu r e  e x i s t s ,  " . . . b l a c k  offending  r a t e s  should be 

r e l a t e d  p o s i t i v e l y  to  p e r c e n t  black fo r  v i o l e n t  crimes, 

independent of o th e r  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  po v er ty  and in e q u a l i ty "  (1985, p .  52).  Sampson 

found t h a t  p e r c e n t  black d id  not have a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  

on homicide fo r  whites or b lacks ,  even when c o n t ro l s  fo r  sex 

of t h e  o f fender  were inc luded .  Pover ty  and genera l  

i n e q u a l i t y  in a c i t y  were p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  homicide fo r  

b lacks and w h i te s .  Sampson concluded th a t  by using age, 

sex, and race s p e c i f i c  r a t e s ,  one of  the major t e n e t s  of the  

su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s -  t h a t  blacks and o ther
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m i n o r i t i e s  w i l l  have h ig h e r  r a t e s  of v io le n ce  t h a t  i s  caused 

by s u b c u l tu r a l  a t t i t u d e s  i s  not suppor ted .  He surmised th a t  

because b lacks  in  c i t i e s  with l a r g e r  black p o p u la t io n s  did 

n o t  have s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  of homicide from 

b la ck s  in c i t i e s  with sm alle r  b la ck  p o p u la t io n s ,  a b lack  

su b c u l tu r e  i s  not  s u b s t a n t i a t e d .

The v a r i a b l e  p e r c e n t  of the  p o pu la t ion  which i s  b lack 

has become synonymous in  the  r e s e a rc h  with a black 

s u b c u l tu r e .  Researchers  such as Messner (1982, 1983) using 

the  percen tage  of black persons in  the p o p u la t io n  as an 

i n d i c a t o r ,  have found t h a t  th e re  i s  a s t rong  a s s o c i a t i o n  

between t h i s  v a r i a b l e  and the homicide r a t e .  I t  i s  no t  

c l e a r ,  however, e x a c t ly  how s t ro n g  a v a r i a b l e  percen t  black 

i s  fo r  measuring black c u l t u r e .  The use of  percen t  b lack as 

a measure of c u l t u r e  can be confounded by s e v e r a l  o th e r  

f a c t o r s  such as the s o c i a l  and economic d e p r iv a t io n  t h a t  the 

Black American po p u la t io n  s u f f e r s .

Hawkins (1983, 1985) s p e c i f i c a l l y  argued th a t  a 

s u b c u l tu r e  o f  v io lence  theory  canno t  be s u b s t a n t i a t e d  fo r  

th e  black p opu la t ion  due to  the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i s c r im in a t io n  

of  b lacks  in  American s o c ie ty .  Hawkins i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n  of d i s c r i m in a t io n  a g a in s t  blacks in  

s o c i a l ,  economical and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  as th e  major 

cause of h igh  r a t e s  of  b lack v io le n c e .  Homicide can be 

viewed as a p r e d i c t a b l e  outcome in  the e f f o r t s  by b la c k s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  males,  to  gain  c o n t r o l  over t h e i r  environment.  

The h i s t o r i c a l  lack of law enforcement in b la ck
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neighborhoods r e p re s e n t s  an ex ten s io n  of  s o c i e t a l  a t t i t u d e s  

toward th e  value  of b lack l i v e s .  The econ o m ic /co n f l ic t  

argument p resen ted  by Hawkins i s  one of th e  s t r o n g e s t  

a l t e r n a t i v e  ex p lan a t io n s  of t h e  high r a t e s  of v io le n ce  among 

the  black p o p u la t io n .

A c l e a r  understanding of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between race 

and the  homicide r a t e  is  fa r  from being re so lved .  As with 

reg ion ,  race  i s  an extremely complex v a r i a b l e  which has not 

been c l e a r l y  def ined  in the homicide l i t e r a t u r e .

The v a r i a b l e s  race and r eg io n  a re  two of th e  most 

widely used i n d i c a t o r s  of a s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward 

v io le n c e .  Research has not i d e n t i f i e d  how the  v a r i a b l e s  can 

be c l e a r l y  def ined  measures of s u b c u l tu r a l  support  fo r  

v io le n c e .  Indeed, th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  o f te n  seem to  confound 

s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and th e  exact d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the 

homicide r a t e s  t h a t  they a re  t r y in g  to  e x p la in ,  h igh  r a te s  

of homicide in  the  South and among b la ck s .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  

in  using such aggrega te  v a r i a b l e s  and l e v e l s  of a n a l y s i s ,  

has led  s e v e r a l  r e se a rc h e rs  to  t e s t  e m p i r i c a l ly  the  

su b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  using surveys of in d iv id u a l  

a t t i t u d e s  and behav ior .  Much of t h i s  r e se a rch  focused on 

th e  v a r i a t i o n  in  a t t i t u d e s  and va lues  toward v io le n ce  among 

d i f f e r e n t  s e c to r s  of the  p o p u la t io n .

Empirical  T e s t s  of th e  Subcu l tu re  of Violence Thesis

Research a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  lev e l  a t tem p ts  to  

em p i r i c a l ly  t e s t  the  s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s  by
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surveying  in d iv id u a l s  w ith  regard t o  values and a t t i t u d e s  

toward v io lence  and r a t e s  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in v io len ce .  One 

of th e  e a r l i e s t  a r t i c l e s  on the  s u b je c t  was w r i t t e n  by 

Sandra Ball-Rokeach (1973) . Ball-Rokeach t e s t e d  two 

hypotheses:

"1) persons  who vary in p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in v i o l e n t  
behavior should a l so  vary in t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward 
v io len ce -  fav o rab le  a t t i t u d e s  toward v io le n ce  being 
p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c ia te d  with f req u en t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
v io l e n t  behav ior ;  2) persons who vary in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
in  v io lence  should a l so  vary in  under ly ing  value 
p a t t e r n s -  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  should be l o g i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  to  
v i o l e n t  behavior" (Ball-Rokeach 1973, p. 737) .

C o r r e la t io n s  between a t t i t u d e s  toward v io lence  and 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  v io le n c e ,  t e s t i n g  hypothesis  one,  were 

s i g n i f i c a n t  bu t  weak. Hypothesis two was not  supported by 

her  samples. The items used to  measure values and a t t i t u d e s  

in  t h i s  survey were very g en e ra l ,  ask ing  about e q u a l i t y ,  f o r  

example. The q u es t io n s  did not get  a t  the core values t h a t  

one would a s s o c i a t e  with a s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward 

v io le n c e .

Erlanger  (1974) , in  s im i la r  re se a rc h ,  surveyed black 

and white  males in  Milwaukee, Wisconsin to examine a t t i t u d e s  

toward v io lence  and re sp e c t  or s t a t u s  accorded t o  those who 

commit v io l e n t  a c t s .  With q u es t io n s  about pe rso n a l  approval 

of v io le n c e ,  E rlanger  was b e t t e r  ab le  to  measure s u b c u l tu ra l  

i d e a l s .  The d a ta  showed t h a t  b lacks  and poor males were 

more l i k e l y  t o  f i g h t  than whites and nonpoor males .  This 

f in d in g  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the  su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  t h e s i s  

(E r langer  1974, p. 285) . Perceived esteem fo r  f i g h t in g ,  t h e
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s o c i e t a l  r e a c t io n  measure, was not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  E r langer  concluded t h a t  t h e  r a t e  of approval 

of th e  use of p h y s ic a l  ag g res s io n  was no t  t h a t  much 

d i f f e r e n t  from mainstream s o c i e t y ,  r e f u t in g  a s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  t h e s i s .

Smith (1979) , in  a unique a r t i c l e ,  e m p i r i c a l ly  t e s t e d  

the su b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s  by examining the a t t i t u d e s  

toward v io len ce ,  and v io l e n t  behavior ,  of  ice  hockey playing 

and non ice  hockey playing boys in Toronto,  Canada. The 

in d iv id u a l s  were in terv iewed using the  Rokeach value survey 

and a modified va lu e  survey by Blumenthal e t  a l . ,  which 

d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  with v io le n c e .  Composite indexes were 

c r e a te d  for  two f a c t o r s  l a b e le d  ' h i t '  and 'k in d n e s s '  along 

with an index of approval of hockey v io le n c e .  Smith found 

t h a t  v i o l e n t  hockey p layers  had a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

p rov io lence  a t t i t u d e  than nonv io len t  hockey p layers  (Smith 

1979, p. 243). The p rov io lence  a t t i t u d e s  among hockey 

p la y e r s  did no t ,  however, ex tend to  th e  genera l  approval  of 

v io l e n c e .  Smith concluded t h a t  the hockey su b c u l tu re  may be 

more o f  an occupa t iona l  su b c u l tu re  than a gen e ra l iz ed  

s u b c u l tu r e .  S m i th 's  re sea rch  i s  important because i t  

e x p l i c i t l y  r e l a t e d  v i o l e n t  a t t i t u d e s  w ith  v io le n t  behav ior ,  

d e f in in g  s u b c u l tu r a l  in and o u t  groups.

In d iv id u a l  l e v e l  a n a ly s i s  of the  su b c u l tu r e  of v io lence  

t h e s i s  i s  im portan t  in unders tanding  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between in d iv id u a l  a t t i t u d e s  and behavior and the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a s u b c u l tu r e .  The l in k  between behavior
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and a t t i t u d e s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  measure. This l i n k ,  however, 

i s  an important  p a r t  of th e  s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s .

In o rd e r  to  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a 

s u b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e ,  i t  must be assumed t h a t  th e re  i s  

s u c c e s s fu l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of  c u l t u r a l  id e a l s  such as 

v io le n c e ,  and t h a t  t h i s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  a f f e c t s  behav io r .  The 

s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  t h e s i s  a lso  assumes t h a t  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of  c u l t u r a l  id e a l s  regard ing  v io le n ce  a re  th e  

primary source of  v io le n t  behavior .

Rela ted  Research on O ther-D irec ted  Violence

Although t h e  m a jo r i ty  of  re search  on the  su b c u l tu r e  of 

o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io len ce  has focused s o l e ly  on th e  ac t  of 

homicide, t h e r e  has been some research  involv ing  one or more 

of th e  o ther  forms of v i o l e n t  death .  In c o n t r a s t  to  the  

homicide r e s e a r c h ,  no d i r e c t  em pir ica l  t e s t s  o f  the  

su b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce  argument are  a v a i l a b l e .  The r e se a rch  

fo l lo w s ,  in  a more genera l  way, the  s u b c u l tu re  of  v io lence  

argument.

Ross (1959) in  an e a r l y  a r t i c l e ,  d iscussed  the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between automobile a c c id e n ts  and c u l t u r a l  

su p p o r t .  Ross d iscussed  t h e  lack of c u l t u r a l  s t i g m a t i z a t io n  

for  t h e  commission of t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s .  Ross hypothesized 

t h a t  w ith  the  l a c k  of s o c i a l  support  f o r  t r a f f i c  laws and 

the h igh  frequency of the  v i o l a t i o n  of t r a f f i c  laws, the  

r i s k  of a c c id e n t s  i s  in c re a s e d .  Ross (1959) showed t h a t  th e  

m a jo r i ty  of a c c id e n t s  occur during th e  v i o l a t i o n  of t r a f f i c
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law, suppor t ing  h is  argument.  Ross' r e s e a rc h  demonstrated 

how c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  a f f e c t  human behavior which r e s u l t s  in 

g r e a t e r  r i s k  of  a c c id e n t s .

P o r t e r f i e l d  (1960) examined th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

automobile d e a th s ,  s u i c i d e ,  and homicide. P o r t e r f i e l d  

contended t h a t  the  r a t e  of automobile f a t a l i t y  would be 

p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with  the combined r a t e  of s u i c id e  and 

homicide (1960, p. 491) . T h e o re t i c a l ly  he argued t h a t  motor 

v e h ic le s  a re  deadly weapons, " . . . i t  may be p red ic te d  t h a t  

d r i v e r s  who have l i t t l e  regard f o r  t h e i r  own l iv e s  or the  

l i v e s  of o th e r s  or both  ( 'o th e r  th ings  being equa l ' )  w i l l  

have h igher  r a t e s  of ac c id e n ts  than  d r iv e r s  who p lace  a high 

va lue  on human l i f e "  (1960, p. 492).  Using ag e -ad ju s te d  

dea th  r a t e s  fo r  white males in 163 m e tro p o l i tan  a r e a s ,  

P o r t e r f i e l d  found p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between automobile 

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  and t h e  combined su ic ide /hom ic ide  r a t e .

The author  concluded t h a t  agg ress ive  and hazardous d r iv in g  

i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of persons who have s u i c i d a l  and/or  

homicidal te n d e n c ie s .

Both Ross '  and P o r t e r f i e l d ' s  research  i s  e m p i r i c a l ly  

weak. The au tho rs  do, however, demonstrate  the  e a r l y  

i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c u l t u r a l  va lues ,  

behav io r ,  and r a te s  of  v io le n t  dea th .

Michalowski (1975) s tud ied  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

r a t e s  of v e h ic u la r  homicide and the  s u b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e .  

Michalowski equated d r iv e r  neg l igence  w i th  a n t i - s o c i a l  

behav ior .  From a s u b c u l tu re  of v io lence  p e r s p e c t iv e .
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Michalowski (1975, p .  32) hypothesized  t h a t :

"v e h ic u la r  homicides,  i f  they a r e  a t  a l l  r e l a t e d  to  
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  of a g g r e s s i v i t y , would seem to  
r e p re s e n t  a f r e e -  f l o a t i n g  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  r i s k  v i o l e n t  
outcomes, r a t h e r  than a d e s i r e  to  b r ing  p h y s ic a l  harm 
e i t h e r  to  some s p e c i f i c  in d iv id u a l  or to  people in 
g e n e ra l" .

Michalowski th e o r iz e d  t h a t  s e v e ra l  su b c u l tu re  of v io lence  

mechanisms can work through t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s ,  namely, 

w i l l i n g n e s s  to  cause harm to  o n e s e l f  and o th e r s ,  and using 

the automobile to  express agg ress ion  and ph y s ica l  prowess 

(1975, p .  33).

Michalowski s tu d ied  119 cases  of f a t a l  au to  a c c id e n t s ,  

where th e  d r ive r  was charged with wrongful d ea th ,  in  

Columbus, Ohio from 1969 t o  1971. The au thor  found t h a t  

v eh ic u la r  homicides occurred more f re q u e n t ly  in  a rea s  with 

low socioeconomic s t a t u s ,  a la rg e  b lack  p o p u la t io n  and high 

ra te s  of  o ther  types  of i n t e rp e r s o n a l  v io le n c e  such as 

a s s a u l t  and homicide. Michalowski concluded t h a t  d r iv in g  as 

a lea rned  behav ior ,  i s  a f f e c t e d  by the  s u b c u l tu r a l  co n tex t  

of th e  l e a r n e r  (1975, p. 42) .

Research on a l l  types of o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce ,  

whether homicidal or a c c id e n ta l ,  has been s tu d i e d  in a 

s u b c u l tu r a l  c o n te x t .  The s u b c u l tu re  of o th e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io len ce  p e r s p e c t iv e  i s  only one of s e v e ra l  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

th a t  have been used to  examine homicide and o th e r  forms of 

v io le n c e .  Other r e s e a r c h e r s  contend t h a t  i t  i s  not  

c u l t u r a l ,  but s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  of a s o c ie ty  t h a t  a f f e c t  

the r a t e  of v io le n c e .  Economic and s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  such as 

pover ty ,  income in e q u a l i t y  and d ivorce  a re  in s t ru m e n ta l
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( e . g . ,  Blau and Blau 1982; Williams 1984). In r ecogn i t ion  

of th e  importance of th e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  in  the  explanat ion  

of r a t e s  of v io le n c e ,  two v a r i a b l e s  w i l l  be used in th i s  

s tudy as  i n d i c a t o r s  of th e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  The economic 

p e r s p e c t iv e  w i l l  be rep re se n ted  by th e  p e rc e n t  below the  

pover ty  l e v e l .  The s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n  p e r sp e c t iv e  w i l l  

be r ep re se n ted  by the  d ivo rce  r a t e s .  The next s e c t io n  

d is c u s s e s  re sea rch  r e l a t e d  to  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce  and 

s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .

Subcu l tu re  of  S e l f -D i re c te d  Violence

The ideas fo r  d e f in in g  a su b c u l tu re  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e  a re  drawn from th e  resea rch  of Palmer (1972),

Palmer and Humphrey (1980)f and Humphrey and Palmer (1978). 

Their  1978 re sea rch  most c l e a r l y  d iscu sse s  a su b c u l tu re  of 

s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce .

Humphrey and Pa lm er 's  Research

Humphrey and Palmer, in  a unique a r t i c l e ,  developed a 

t h e s i s  which they  c a l l e d  a su b c u l tu re  of  s e l f - v i o l e n c e .

Using d a t a  from the  O ff ic e  of th e  Chief  Medical Examiner of 

North C a ro l in a ,  fo r  the  yea rs  1972-1975, the  r e se a rch e rs  

s tu d ie d  homicide and s u ic id e  v ic t im s .  Rates of homicide and 

s u ic id e  a r e  compared from 1972 and 1975 by age, sex ,  m a r i t a l  

and o cc u p a t io n a l  s t a t u s .  North C aro l ina  was found to  have 

both an above average homicide r a t e  (16.1 per 100,000 in
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1975),  and an above average  su ic id e  r a t e  {14.8 p e r  100,000 

in  1975). Humphrey and Palmer demonstrated t h a t  homicide 

inc reased  from 1972 to  1975 for  th e  most p a r t ,  in  groups 

t h a t  were t y p i c a l l y  a t  lower r isk  (w h i te s ,  t h e  e l d e r ly ,  and 

p r o f e s s io n a l  w orke rs ) , t h e  only excep t ion  being sex-  the  

male r a t e  ro se  th e  most from 1972 t o  1975 (Humphrey and 

Palmer 1978, p. 106). Among s u ic id e  v ic t im s ,  aga in  lowest 

r i s k  groups showed the  g r e a t e s t  in c r e a s e s  ( fem ales ,  the  

young, and p r o f e s s io n a l  w orkers ) . Only one h igh  r i s k  group 

(whites)  showed the a g r e a t  inc rease  in  the s u i c i d e  r a t e .

Humphrey and Palmer found t h a t  in  North C a ro l in a ,  

o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  had remained s t a b l e ,  w h i le  s e l f ­

d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e  in c re ased  (1978, p .  107). The groups t h a t  

were being v ic t im ize d  changed, w ith  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  lower r i s k  

groups becoming more of a fac to r  in  th e  r a te  of homicide and 

s u i c i d e .  To exp la in  t h e s e  changes, Humphrey and Palmer 

proposed t h a t  a su b c u l tu re  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e  might 

be emerging in  North C a ro l in a ,  and p o s s ib ly  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  as a whole (1978, p .  108). The authors concluded 

t h a t  both su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence 

can e x i s t  in  a popu la t ion  group.

"The su gges t ion  h e re  i s  th a t  su b c u l tu re s  of  s e l f -  
v io lence  con ta in  customs and v a lu e s  which advocate 
v ar ious  forms of s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior which vary 
in q u a l i t y  and deg ree :  oversmoking, a lcoho lism ,  drug
abuse, o t h e r  behav io rs  harmful t o  p hys ica l  and 
p sycho log ica l  h e a l t h ,  with s u i c i d e  simply th e  most 
extreme form" (Humphrey and Palmer 1978, p .  109) .

Humphrey and Palmer l a i d  th e  groundwork for th e  study of

su b c u l tu re s  o f  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  Other r e sea rch e rs
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have d iscussed  o th e r  forms of  v io l e n t  dea th  in s u b c u l tu r a l  

terms which fo l low  a s u b c u l tu r e  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  

p e r s p e c t iv e .

R e la ted  Research on S e l f -D ire c te d  Violence

Paul H olinge r ,  in a s e r i e s  of s t u d i e s  (1987 , 1982,

1981, 1980, 1979) ,  examined s u ic id e ,  homicide, and ac c id e n ts

from what he c a l l e d  a ' s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e '  p e r s p e c t iv e ,

focu s in g  on r i s k - t a k i n g  behav ior .  Holinger  (1987, p. 5)

contended t h a t :

"Su ic ide ,  homicide, and a c c id e n ts ,  in  t h i s  framework, 
a r e  seen as  r e l a t e d  in  th a t  a l l  may rep re se n t  some 
express ion  of s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  m o r t a l i t y ,  with  s u ic id e  
being the  most o v e r t ,  and homicide and a c c id e n ts  being 
more s u b t l e  m a n i fe s ta t io n s  of s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  
tendenc ies  and r i sk  ta k in g " .

H olinger  (1987) s tud ied  th e  p a t t e rn  of  v io l e n t  dea th  from

1900 to  1981. Holinger found th a t  r a t e s  of homicide,

s u i c i d e ,  and motor v eh ic le  acc iden ts  were g e n e ra l ly  p a r a l l e l

over time (1987, p. 125). Non motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n t s ,

w h i le  f l u c t u a t i n g  more i r r e g u l a r l y ,  a l s o  c o r r e l a t e d

p o s i t i v e l y  w i th  s u ic id e .  These f in d in g s  support  H o l in g e r ' s

s i m i l a r  e a r l i e r  resea rch .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  of homicides and

a c c id e n ts  with s u ic id e  suppor ted  H o l in g e r ' s  theory  t h a t

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  p la y s  an impor tan t  ro le  in a l l  forms of

v i o l e n t  death.

Hacker and Suchman (1963) researched  the importance of

r o l e s  and s t a t u s e s  and th e  acc iden t  r a t e .  The va r ious  r o le s

and s t a tu s e s  i n  a so c ie ty  a r e  th e o r iz e d  to  have an impact on

th e  acc iden t  r a t e .  "These v a r ia b le s  may c a l l  fo r  varying
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amounts and k inds  of r i s k - t a k i n g  among some groups with 

d i f f e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  norms concerning th e  value of sa fe  and 

unsafe  behav iors"  (Hacker and Suchman 1963, P- 384).  For 

example, th e  d i f f e r e n c e  between masculine and feminine r o l e s  

may p lace  g r e a t e r  p re s su re s  on males to  engage in  r i s k -  

ta k in g  behavior  t h a t  l e ad s  to  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  The 

r e s e a r c h e r s  s t a t e d  the need for cross-community comparison 

of  ac c id e n t  r a t e s /  focusing  on v a r i a t i o n s  in c u l t u r a l  

v a lu e s /  occupa t iona l  s t r u c t u r e ,  power r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and 

s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  (1963, p. 389).  The au thors  

emphasized th e  importance of s u b c u l tu r a l  values in  

ex p la in ing  v a r i a t i o n s  in ac c id e n t  r a t e s .

Tabachnick (1973), as d iscussed  in  Chapter two, 

a s s o c ia t e d  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  ( s u ic id a l )  f a c t o r s  w ith  motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  Tabachnick hypothesized  th a t  

r i s k - t a k i n g  behavior  (such as d r iv in g  a car  a t  high speeds) 

i s  a way of d ea l in g  with f r u s t r a t i o n  (1973, p. 194). 

Tabachnick argued t h a t  people d i f f e r  in  the  c a te g o r i e s  of 

r i s k - t a k i n g  t h a t  they a r e  w i l l in g  to  engage in .  The degree 

of  r i s k - t a k i n g  t h a t  an in d iv id u a l  engages in i s  a f f e c t e d  by 

c u l t u r a l  and p sycho log ica l  f a c t o r s .

S e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce  and s u b c u l tu r a l  theory  has no t  

been researched  n ea r ly  as much as o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce .  

The r e s e a r c h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Humphrey and Palmer,  do 

however, make s t rong  cases  fo r  the use  of s u b c u l tu r a l  

th e o ry .  As r a t e s  of s u i c i d e ,  homicide and ac c id e n ts  change, 

d i f f e r e n t  exp lana t ions  such as s e l f  and o th e r - d i r e c t e d
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v io lence  a r e  needed to  ex p la in  what s o c ia l  f a c t o r s  a re  

a f f e c t i n g  the  r a t e  changes.

Summary

The s u b c u l tu r e  of v io len ce  t h e s i s  i s  one of the  most 

widely resea rched  of a l l  c r im in o lo g ic a l  t h e o r i e s .  Wolfgang 

and F e r r a c u t i  l a i d  the  groundwork fo r  s u b c u l tu r a l  theory 

with in  th e  f i e l d  of  homicide re se a rch .  A su b c u l tu re  of 

v io lence  i s  not  i s o l a t e d  to  o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce ,  b u t  can 

be seen as v io le n ce  with a c u l t u r a l  base which flows between 

being d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  s e l f  and o th e r s .  Several  im portan t  

v a r i a b le s  drawn from s u b c u l tu r a l  re se a rch  w i l l  be used in  

th i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The L eg i t im a te  Violence Index w i l l  be 

used as a p r e d i c to r  v a r i a b l e  in d ic a t in g  v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  Race, region  w i l l  be included in  th e  

re g re s s io n  model, however, based on the  inconc lus iveness  of 

pas t  r e s e a r c h ,  they  are  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  as i n d i c a t o r s  of 

v io l e n t  s u b c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  

th e s i s  i s  seen as a p p l ic a b le  to  a l l  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .  

I t  i s  th e  purpose of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  to  e m p i r i c a l ly  

examine th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of th e  s u b c u l tu re  of v io lence  

t h e s i s  in  ex p la in ing  v a r i a t i o n s  in  the  r a t e  of homicide, 

s u ic id e ,  a c c id e n t a l  death  and a combined v i o l e n t  death  r a t e .  

Chapter four  p r e s e n t s  the  methods and m a te r ia l s  to  be used 

in th e  c u r r e n t  r e se a rch .



METHODOLOGY AND MEASUREMENT

CHAPTER IV

This chapter  d e s c r ib e s  the  r e se a rch  ques t io n  and the  

v a r i a b l e s  used to  t e s t  i t .  M ult ip le  r e g re s s io n  a n a ly s i s  i s  

used to  t e s t  the  h y p o th e s is ,  with each of the  American 

S ta t e s  as the  u n i t s  of a n a ly s i s  (N=50). This chap te r  i s  

d iv ided  in to  t h r e e  s e c t io n s .  In the  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  the  

re sea rch  q u e s t io n  and r e l a t e d  hypotheses a re  d isc u sse d .  In 

the  second s e c t i o n ,  the  use of s t a t e s  as u n i t s  of a n a ly s i s  

i s  d isc u sse d .  The t h i r d  s e c t io n  d e s c r ib e s  the  i n d i c a t o r s  

used in  t h i s  s tudy  to  o p e r a t io n a l i z e  v i o l e n t  death  ( the  

dependent v a r i a b l e s ) , t h e  measure of su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  

( the  p r e d ic to r  v a r i a b l e ) ,  and the c o n t ro l  v a r i a b l e s .

The Research Question

Two t h e o r e t i c a l  arguments a re  explored in t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The s u b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  t h e s i s  and the  

theory  of the  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a r e  two d i s t i n c t l y  

o p p o s i te  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  The s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  t h e s i s  su g g es ts  t h a t  r a t e s  of  v io l e n t  dea th  should 

be s im i l a r  because the  c u l t u r a l  environment produces 

a t t i t u d e s  of a genera l  d i s reg a rd  fo r  l i f e  which leads  to  

r e c k l e s s  and s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  behav io r .  The theory  of th e  

f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, sugges ts  t h a t  the  

forms of v i o l e n t  death vary in v e r s e ly .  The t h e o r e t i c a l



t e n e t s  of these  two th e o r ie s  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  incompatib le ,  

they cannot be s im u l taneous ly  t r u e .  Chapter  f iv e  w i l l  

examine the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  theory of the  fu n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  study of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  I f  t h i s  theory 

f a i l s  to  explain  th e  p a t t e r n  of  v io le n t  dea th  then more 

su p p o r t  i s  given t o  th e  examination of v i o l e n t  dea th  from a 

s u b c u l tu r a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .  As d iscussed  in .C hap te rs  two and 

t h r e e ,  t h e  main purpose of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  to  examine 

whether the su b c u l tu r e  of v io le n c e  t h e s i s  exp la ins  

v a r i a t i o n s  in th e  r a t e s  of homicide, s u i c i d e ,  motor veh ic le  

a c c id e n t s ,  nonmotor veh ic le  acc id en ts  and combined v io le n t  

d ea th .  The l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  su b c u l tu re  of  v io len ce  shows 

t h a t  two v a r i a b le s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  have been used as p roxies  

fo r  v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n :  reg io n  of th e  United

S ta t e s  (Southern o r  Nonsouthern),  and r a c e .  Previous  

re se a rc h  r e s u l t s  involv ing  rac e  or reg ion  (see Chapter 

t h r e e ) , have shown mixed r e s u l t s .  Measures of race  and 

reg io n ,  s ince  they have shown a s s o c i a t i o n  with r a t e s  of 

v io l e n c e ,  but have not  been c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as measures 

of  v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  w i l l  be inc luded in the  

model as co n t ro l  v a r i a b l e s .  C r i t i c s  of the  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  th e s i s  have argued t h a t  an a t t i t u d i n a l  measure of 

v io le n ce  acceptance i s  needed t h a t  does no t  confound the 

q u e s t io n  being answered and t h e  measure being used. In 

response  to  t h i s  problem, S t r a u s  (1985) developed an Index 

of  L eg i t im a te  V io lence  which measured, c u l t u r a l l y  l e g i t im a te  

suppor t  fo r  the u se  of v io le n c e  a t  the s t a t e  l e v e l .  The
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Legit im ate  Violence Index w i l l  be used as a proxy for th e  

su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  argument.

The t h e o r e t i c a l  argument of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  m a in ta in s  

t h a t  t h e  su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and o th e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  a r e  

p a r t  of a c u l t u r a l  acceptance of v io le n c e , of  a l l  forms, in  

the  United S ta t e s .  The Index of  L eg i t im ate  Violence,  which 

i s  in tended  to  measure a genera l  acceptance of  v io lence in  

American s o c ie ty ,  may be use fu l  in  exp la in ing  a l l  types of 

v io len ce .  Given t h i s  argument, th e  Index of  Legit imate  

Violence should be a p r e d ic to r  of high r a t e s  of both s e l f  

and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  A research  h y p o th e s is ,  fo r  th e  

major r e s e a rc h  t h r u s t  of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  ( t e s t i n g  the  

su b c u l tu re  of v io len ce  t h e s i s ) , i s  derived from th i s  

reasoning:

HI: The h igher  th e  l e v e l  of l e g i t im a te  v io le n c e ,  the  h ig h e r
th e  r a t e s  of homicide, motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  
combined v i o l e n t  dea th ,  s u i c i d e ,  and nonmotor v e h ic le  
a c c id e n ta l  d ea th .

S t a t e s  as Units  of Analysis

The a n a ly s i s  of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  focuses  on r a t e s  of 

homicide, s u ic id e  and a c c id e n ta l  death  in t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The s t a t e  as  a u n i t  o f  a n a ly s i s  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  for  the  

purpose o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

The use of s t a t e s  as u n i t s  of m acrosocio log ica l  

an a ly s i s  has been h o t ly  debated. Many s o c i o l o g i s t s  argue  

th a t  t h e  s t a t e  is  too  la rge  a l e v e l  of ag g reg a t io n  to  

provide meaningful a n a l y s i s .  The major concerns with s t a t e  

leve l  d a t a  a re  t h a t  s t a t e s  a re  a r t i f i c i a l  p o l i t i c a l
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boundaries  w ithout  s o c i a l  meaning, and t h a t  w i t h i n - s t a t e  

v a r i a t i o n  i s  p rob lem atic  fo r  s t a t e s .

Other s o c i o l o g i s t s  view s t a t e s  as s i m i l a r  to  coun t ie s  

and c i t i e s ,  in  t h a t  they have d i s t i n c t i v e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  

and economic i d e n t i t i e s .  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  vary in the  

l e g a l  and s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  they  s e t ,  which leads 

u l t im a te ly  to  unique s t a t e  i d e n t i t i e s ,  even fo r  s t a t e s  t h a t  

a re  g e o g rap h ic a l ly  c lo s e  to g e th e r  ( fo r  an ex tens ive  

d i s c u s s io n ,  see  Colby, 1985). S ta t e s  a re  known for  having 

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c l im a te s .  For example, laws 

regarding  th e  use of v io len ce  vary from one s t a t e  to  

ano ther ,  c r e a t in g  d i f f e r i n g  s o c i a l  c l im a te s  fo r  the  

acceptance of the use of v io le n c e .

The problem of w i t h i n - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n ,  or s ta te -w id e  

h e te ro g e n e i ty ,  i s  of  g r e a t e s t  concern from a s o c io lo g ic a l  

s tand p o i n t .  How can s t a t e s  as la rge  as New York, w ith  the  

huge m e tropo l is  of New York c i t y  and the  r u r a l  Adirondack 

region enc losed  w i th in  i t s  boundar ie s ,  be cons idered  a 

s in g le  s t a t i s t i c a l  e n t i t y ?  In a recen t  a r t i c l e ,  S t rau s  

(1987) addressed  th e  problem of w i t h i n - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .  

S traus  e m p i r i c a l ly  t e s t e d  a l a rg e  number of s o c io lo g ic a l  

v a r i a b l e s ,  comparing s t a t e  d a ta  fo r  SMSA and NONSMSA reg ions  

of each of  the  f i f t y  United S t a t e s .  S t ra u s  found t h a t  

s t a t e s  w i th  a high rank on a v a r i a b le  fo r  SMSA reg ions  a l s o  

ranked h igh  fo r  NONSMSA reg io n s .  This can be i n t e r p r e t e d  as 

meaning t h a t  a l though SMSA and NONSMSA a r e a s  w ith in  a s t a t e  

vary, the  s t a t e  i t s e l f  i s  s i m i l a r l y  ranked, in comparison



w ith  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  which d a t a  are  used. For 

example, u s ing  SMSA d a t a ,  a s t a t e  is  ranked f i r s t  in  the 

p e rce n t  of th e  p o p u la t io n  t h a t  has graduated  from high 

school ,  u s in g  NONSMSA d a t a ,  th e  s t a t e  would be s i m i l a r ly  

ranked. S t ra u s  a l so  sought to  answer the  ques t ion  of 

whether s t a t e  da ta  g ive  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  than c i t y  and SMSA 

d a ta  when th e  i d e n t i c a l  ques t io n  i s  being answered. Straus 

found t h a t  r e g a rd le s s  of the  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  used, s im i la r  

r e s u l t s  were obta ined  (1987, p. 2 ) .  S t r a u s '  re sea rch  

provided much needed em pir ica l  evidence t h a t  s t a t e  le v e l  

d a ta  a re  a v a l id  fo r  many s o c io lo g ic a l  an a ly se s .

S t a t e  l e v e l  d a ta  a r e  r e a d i ly  a v a i l a b l e  for a wide range 

of s o c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s .  Many government agencies ,  such 

as  the Census Bureau and the  FBI, r ep o r t  in fo rm at ion  a t  the 

s t a t e  l e v e l .  The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of data i s  important 

co n s id e r in g  the  c o s t  and d i f f i c u l t y  of o b ta in in g  d a t a .  

Previous re se a rch  on v i o l e n t  dea th  has used  in d iv id u a l ,  

c i t y ,  county and s t a t e  l e v e l s  of a n a l y s i s .  Homicide 

re se a rc h ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  has used s t a t e s  a s  the u n i t  of 

a n a ly s i s  in  an e f f o r t  t o  exp la in  reg iona l  and r a c i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the homicide r a t e  (G a s t i l ,  1971; Hackney, 

1979; L o f t in  and H i l l ,  1974). Suicide has  a lso  been studied  

a t  the s t a t e  le v e l  (Durkheim, 1951; S tack ,  1980). This 

re search  has i d e n t i f i e d  d i s t i n c t  v a r i a t i o n  in s t a t e  p a t t e rn s  

o f  v io le n c e ,  with s o c i o - s t r u c t u r a l  fo rces  exp la in ing  much of 

t h a t  v a r i a t i o n .



For t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  th e  s t a t e  l e v e l  of a n a ly s i s  was 

chosen because of  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d a ta  and 

a p p ro p r ia te n e s s .  Each of  th e  dependent v a r i a b le s  in  t h i s  

s tudy i s  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  ( e .g .  b lack  male s u ic id e  

r a t e ) . Sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  da ta  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  from 

the  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of th e  United S t a t e s  a t  any o the r  

l e v e l .  Race and s e x - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of homicide, s u ic id e  and 

a c c id e n t s  a re  c r i t i c a l  to  t h i s  r e se a rc h .  For example, 

c u l t u r a l  suppor t  for  the use of v io le n ce  may be more 

a p p l ic a b le  to  male r a th e r  than female r a t e s  of homicide. 

Since one of th e  purposes of t h i s  r e se a rch  i s  to  f in d  out 

how w e l l  the  su b c u l tu r e  of  v io lence  argument e x p la in s  r a t e s  

of v i o l e n t  d e a th ,  the sex and race d e t a i l  i s  necessa ry  to  

p rovide  a c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  of v a r i a t i o n  in r a t e s  of homicide, 

s u i c i d e ,  and a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  many of the 

items used to  c r e a t e  the  Index of L eg i t im a te  V io lence ,  th e  

main p r e d i c to r  v a r i a b l e ,  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  only a t  the  s t a t e  

le v e l  (S t rau s ,  1985).

Data Sources and Measures

Dependent V ar iab le s

The dependent v a r i a b l e s  in t h i s  s tudy a re  f i v e  measures 

of v i o l e n t  d e a th ,  each broken down by sex and race  (blacks 

and w h i t e s ) . As d iscussed  in  Chapter two, th e  r a t e s  of 

v i o l e n t  death a r e  broken down by sex and race  based on the  

t h e o r e t i c a l  r e se a rch  on t h e  su b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s .  

Adoption of v a lu e s  l e g i t im a t in g  the  use of v io le n ce  was



i d e n t i f i e d  as being most c l o s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  with  males, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  m inor i ty  males .  This i s  the  main t h e o r e t i c a l  

r a t i o n a l e  fo r  using sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of v io le n t  

d ea th .  The dependent v a r i a b l e s  a r e  r a t e s  of homicide, 

s u i c i d e ,  motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th ,  nonmotor veh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  and a combined measure of v i o l e n t  death 

fo r  each ca tego ry :  white  males,  b lack males,  white females,

and b lack  fem ales .  The r e f e r e n t  yea rs  fo r  th e  dependent 

v a r i a b l e s  a r e  the  years  1980-1984. A f iv e  year per iod  was 

chosen to  l e s s e n  the problem of low f requenc ies  commonly 

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  v io le n t  dea th .

The da ta  on s u ic id e ,  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death and 

nonmotor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death  were ga thered  from the 

V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of the  United S t a t e s . The V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  

of t h e  United S ta te s  c o n ta in s  in fo rm ation  regard ing  

morbid ity  and m o r ta l i ty  f o r  each of the  f i f t y  U.S. s t a t e s .  

The assignment of a death  to  one p a r t i c u l a r  ca tego ry  i s  

determined in accordance with d e f i n i t i o n s  determined by the  

World Health O rg a n iz a t io n ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 

D is e a s e s . The v a r i a b l e  "motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th" ,  

in c lu d es  any and a l l  d ea th s  involv ing  motor v e h ic le s  made 

fo r  on-road highway use.  The m a jo r i ty  of these  v eh ic le s  a r e  

r e g u la r  passenger  c a r s ,  t r u c k s ,  vans and motorcycles .

The v a r i a b l e  " a l l  o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  death" inc ludes  a 

wide v a r i e ty  of a c c id en t  types such as i n d u s t r i a l  a c c id e n ts ,  

water and a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c id e n t s ,  and t y p i c a l  s l i p s ,  

c u t s  and f a l l s .  This ca tegory  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  broad,  but a t
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the  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  no f u r th e r  breakdown of a c c id e n t  c a te g o r ie s  

i s  a v a i l a b l e .  The broadness of t h i s  ca tego ry  makes 

assessment of i t s  u t i l i t y  as a measure of  s e l f  or o t h e r -  

d i r e c t e d  v io le n t  dea th  d i f f i c u l t .  The v a r i a b l e  i s  included 

in  the  a n a ly s i s  to  f in d  out i f  any e x p la in a b le  p a t t e r n  

e x i s t s  f o r  t h i s  ca tegory  of v i o l e n t  dea th .

The v a r i a b le  " su ic id e"  inc ludes  a l l  forms of s e l f -  

i n f l i c t e d  in ju ry  r e s u l t i n g  in  dea th ,  as de f ined  by th e  

coroner or medical examiner f i l l i n g  out th e  death 

c e r t i f i c a t e .  There is  a g r e a t  deal of con troversy  over  the 

p o t e n t i a l  v a r i a t i o n  in the assignment of s u ic id e  as th e  

cause of dea th .  Recent r e sea rch  (Pescoso l ido ,  1985) , 

however, in d ic a ted  t h a t  a l though s u ic id e s  may be under 

counted,  t h e re  is  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  caused by the s t a t e  

system t h a t  e x i s t s  (whether i t  i s  a medical examiner or a 

coroner  who determines the  cause  of d e a t h ) . Since t h e  

c u r r e n t  s tudy in c lu d es  a c c i d e n t a l ,  s u i c i d a l ,  and homicidal  

forms of v io le n t  d e a th ,  i t  seems lo g ic a l  t h a t  the few 

m i s c l a s s i f i e d  s u i c id e s  w i l l  be picked up in  the o th e r  

c a t e g o r i e s .

The ac tu a l  r a t e s  being used were ob ta ined  by averaging 

the  r ep o r ted  number of deaths fo r  each type  of death fo r  the 

years  1980-1984 and c rea t in g  r a t e s  per 100,000 po p u la t io n .  

The formula used was ((d/p) x 100 ,000) /5 ,  where d= t h e  t o t a l  

number of  repor ted  deaths  fo r  th e  years 1980-1984, and p= 

the t o t a l  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  s t a t e  p o pu la t ion  fo r  the  

year 1980. The d i v i s i o n  by f i v e  i s  used t o  c rea te  a r a t e
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expressed  on a per year  b a s i s ,  as opposed to  a 5 year  death  

r a t e .  The use of the  r e f e r e n t  y ea r  1980 fo r  s t a t e  

p o p u la t io n  can be a methodological  problem. In s t a t e s  where 

p o p u la t io n  has grown dur ing  the  1980-84 p e r io d ,  fo r  example, 

the  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th  repor ted  w i l l  be h igher  than i f  a 

more c u r r e n t  r e f e r e n t  y ea r  i s  used. The p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h i s  

causing  severe  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  n o ted ,  but should not be 

p rob lem at ic .

The d a ta  on homicide a re  from th e  Comparative Homicide 

F i l e ,  which has been compiled from the  Supplemental Homicide 

Report  of th e  Uniform Crime Report ing o f f i c e  of the  FBI fo r  

the  years  1980-1984. Race and s e x - s p e c i f i c  v i c t i m homicide 

r a t e s  per 100,000 p o p u la t io n  are  used (see Will iams and 

F le w e l l in g ,  1987 for  a d e t a i l e d  d e s c r ip t i o n  of the  

Comparative Homicide F i l e ) .  The use  of v ic t im  r a t e s ,  as 

opposed to  o f fe n d e r  r a t e s  may be somewhat problem atic  in the 

examination of the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among the t h r e e  forms of 

v i o l e n t  d ea th .  The v ic t im  in a c o n f r o n ta t i o n  t h a t  ends in 

homicide may or may no t  be the o r i g i n a l  aggresso r  in the  

s i t u a t i o n .  P a s t  r e se a rc h ,  however, does i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  

socioeconomic s t a t u s ,  r a c e ,  and o th e r  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  a re  

s i m i l a r  fo r  both  the  v ic t im  and o f fender  in  homicide 

s i t u a t i o n s  (Wolfgang and F e r r a c u t i  1967). I t  i s  important  

t o  no te  here t h a t  the  use of v ic t im  r a t e s  may provide 

d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  t h a t  i f  offender  r a t e s  were used.

The combined v i o l e n t  death r a t e  was c r e a te d  by summing 

th e  four  dea th  r a t e s  f o r  each sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c
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ca teg o ry .  For example, th e  combined v i o l e n t  dea th  r a t e  f o r  

white  females was computed by adding th e  white  female 

homicide r a t e  + th e  white  female su ic id e  r a t e  + th e  white 

female motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death r a t e  + th e  white 

female nonmotor v e h ic l e  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e .  This 

v a r i a b l e  a s s ig n s  a t o t a l  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  death fo r  each sex 

and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  ca tegory  of v io l e n t  dea th ,  to  each s t a t e .

The frequency d i s t r i b u t i o n s  fo r  each of the  dependent 

v a r i a b l e s  show a g r e a t  deal of s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .  

Table 4.1 shows the  means, s tandard  d e v ia t i o n s  and value 

ranges fo r  each of th e  dependent v a r i a b l e s .  The s t a t e  ranks 

fo r  th e se  v a r i a b le s  a r e  l i s t e d  in t a b l e s  4.2 through 4 .1 1 .

D e s c r ip t iv e  S t a t i s t i c s .

Motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th . Motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e s  vary widely ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by race and 

sex of the  v ic t im .  As seen in  t a b l e  4 .1 ,  the mean motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e  v a r ie s  from 8.4 f o r  black 

females ,  to  35.0 fo r  white males. Among males,  th e re  is  a 

d i f f e r e n c e  of 10 d ea th s  per 100,000 between th e  r a t e  for  

b lacks  (25.6) and w hites  (3 5 .1 ) .  In g en e ra l ,  the  r a te  of 

motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  i s  g r e a t e r  for  males than f o r  

females ,  r e g a rd le s s  of race .

Tables 4.2 and 4.3 show the  v a r i a t i o n  of motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  death ac ro s s  s t a t e s  fo r  each sex and race  

p a i r i n g .  The most s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  i s  the  range of v a lu es  

fo r  b lack  females.  Seven s t a t e s ,  (Alaska, Montana, South 

Dakota, North Dakota, Maine, Hawaii and Vermont) , had no
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TABLE 4 .1  DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS OF DEPENDENT VARIABLES

LABEL______________________MEAN STD DEV MINIMUM MAXIMUM

MV ACC DEATH RATE: 
WHITE MALE 
BLACK MALE 

WHITE FEMALE 
BLACK FEMALE

OTHER ACC DEATH RATE: 
WHITE MALE 
BLACK MALE 

WHITE FEMALE 
BLACK FEMALE

SUICIDE RATE:
WHITE MALE 
BLACK MALE 

WHITE FEMALE 
BLACK FEMALE

HOMICIDE VICTIM RATE: 
WHITE MALE 
BLACK MALE 

WHITE FEMALE 
BLACK FEMALE

VIOLENT DEATH RATE: 
WHITE MALE 
BLACK MALE 

WHITE FEMALE 
BLACK FEMALE

35.067 9.225
25.597 11.479
12.876 3.238

8.432 6.470

32.201 10.080
36.720 13.618
14.277 1.901
14.932 6.553

22.461 5.499
12.838 7.900
6.195 2.073
2.467 2.447

6.357 4.240
40.285 23.741

2.541 1.323
10.773 5.163

96.086 23.935
115.440 35.066
35.889 6.850
36.604 14.249

18.24 61.40
.00 48.31

7.36 20.09
.00 37.38

20.57 87.57
.00 59.77

9.88 19.70
.00 26.99

13.33 43.34
.00 52.68

2.89  15.17
.00 13.50

1.08  19.57
.00 124.03
.48 8.23
.00 21.96

62.50 159.10
.00 162.21 

27.16 57.08
.00 85.35

*A11 r a t e s  are  p e r  100/000 p o p u la t io n
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Table 4.2 S ta t e
Motor

Ranks fo r  White and Black Male 
Vehic le  Accidenta l  Death Rate,

STATENM MVAWMR STATENM MVABMR

N M 61.40 UTH 48.31
WYO 60.30 S C 44.93
TEX 49.98 OKL 43.86
OKL 48.69 MIS 41.45
MIS 46.23 N C 40.73
NEV 46.16 FLA 39.53
MON 45.16 TEX 38.47
ARI 44.46 ALA 37.51
FLA 43.15 LA 36.99
LA 42.80 IDA 36.45
ALA 42.16 ARK 35.61
IDA 41.27 W V 35.50
GA 40.83 ARI 34.45
S C 40.71 GA 33.98
CAL 39.43 WYO 31.88
ALK 39.01 N M 31.87
ARK 38.97 VA 31.54
TEN 38.70 DEL 31.11
COL 37.48 NEV 30.48
N C 36.27 TEN 30.07
W V 36.17 ALK 28.65
KAN 36.14 S D 28.43
KY 35.78 CAL 27.97
ORG 34.76 COL 26.48
S D 33.17 WAS 25.20
N D 32.87 MO 24.34
VT 32.84 KAN 24.06
MO 32.05 IND 22.80
UTH 31.90 N J 22.75
DEL 31.06 R I 22.47
NEB 30.82 ORG 21.95
WAS 30.59 MD 21.76
IND 30.23 KY 21.56
ME 29.41 MAS 20.18
IOW 29.09 MIC 18.95
N H 28.62 NEB 18.74
HAW 27.83 ILL 18.66
VA 27.64 CON 18.41
WIS 27.46 N Y 17.80
MD 27.45 MON 17.56
MIC 27.36 OH 17.39
ILL 26.65 PA 16 .99
PA 26.48 HAW 16.94
MIN 26.11 IOW 14.39
CON 25.54 MIN 12.47
OH 25.38 WIS 9.39
N J 23.05 N H 8.79
N Y 22.92 N D .00
MAS 22.63 VT .00
R I 18.24 ME .00
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T a b le  4 . 3 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  White  and Black Female
Motor V e h i c l e  A c c i d e n t a l  Death  R a te ,  1980-84

STATENM MVAWFR

NEV 20.09
N M 19.72
MIS 18.56
WYO 18.44
OKL 18.37
TEX 17.08
FLA 17.08
ARI 16.61
IDA 16.37
GA 15.81
ALA 15.34
S C 15.30
ALK 15.12
COL 15.05
LA 14.28
ORG 14.17
CAL 14.10
TEN 14.01
KAN 13.71
UTH 13.49
ARK 13.32
N C 13 .22
MON 12.94
S D 12.70
WAS 12.42
W V 12.23
MO 12.18
KY 11.95
IND 11.78
DEL 11.61
N D 11.58
NEB 11.50
IOW 11.45
ME 11.45
N H 11.01
MIC 10.82
HAW 10.43
WIS 10.34
MD 10.24
MIN 10.16
VA 9.92
ILL 9.73
OH 9.52
PA 9.27
VT 8.84
N J 8.69
N Y 8.55
CON 8.44
MAS 7.47
R I 7.36

STATENM MVABFR

IDA 37.38
WYO 26.99
UTH 15.61
N M 13.95
ARI 13.86
OKL 13.30
DEL 12.98
FLA • 12.75
N H 11.66
WAS 11.56
TEX 10.96
S C 10.78
NEV 10.23
N C 10.13
ALA 10.01
MIS 9.98
W V 9.82
COL 9.68
GA 9.58
CAL 9.45
ARK 9.44
NEB 8.83
CON 8.67
LA 8.64
KAN 8.58
VA 7 .29
TEN 6.98
MAS 6.88
IND 6.87
MO 6.73
ORG 6.69
MD 6.66
N J 6.51
MIN 6.13
OH 6.06
KY 6.00
WIS 5.88
ILL 5.69
R I 5.62
MIC 5.59
N Y 5.40
PA 4.83
IOW .96
ALK .00
MON .00
S D .00
N D .00
ME .00
HAW .00
VT .00
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Table 4. 4. S t a t e  
Other

Ranks f o r  White and Black Male 
Acc iden ta l  Death Rate ,  1980-84

STATENM OTHACWMR STATENM OTHACBMR

ALK 87.57 ARK 59.77
WYO 46.29 MIS 58.07
MON 42.13 S C 53.91
IDA 41.49 LA 51.18
N M 41.23 N C 50.86
MIS 40.48 ALA 50.17
OKL 38.96 ALK 49.49
NEV 38.89 GA 48.17
LA 38.39 FLA 47.51
KY 36.88 OKL 46.67
TEX 36.42 N M 46.22
ARK 34.51 VA 44.88
ARI 34.29 N H 43.96
W V 34.10 MO 43.79
N D 34.08 W V 42.73
S D 33.93 KY 42.64
ALA 33.88 WYO 42.51
ORG 33.74 TEX 42.05
COL 33.36 MIN 41.83
KAN 33.29 NEV 41.42
TEN 32.83 ARI 41.14
GA 32.72 WAS 40.61
CAL 32.62 PA 40.34
WAS 31.91 CAL 39.97
S C 31.90 TEN 39.74
MO 31.64 DEL 39.11
N C 31.46 N J 38.44
NEB 30.77 KAN 37.35
FLA 30.72 MAS 37.32
UTH 30.35 ILL 36.91
VA 29.29 IDA 36.45
VT 28.86 IND 35.82
ME 28.82 ORG 35.54
MIN 28.04 MON 35.12
HAW 27.83 R I 34.45
IOW 27.01 CON 32.90
ILL 25.54 NEB 32.37
MAS 25.06 MIC 32.31
IND 24.94 IOW 31.67
PA 24.69 OH 31.03
N Y 24.48 MD 31.01
CON 24.40 N Y 29.70
WIS 23.63 WIS 27.04
OH 23 .59 UTH 26.01
R I 23.07 COL 23.80
MIC 22.78 HAW 22.03
MD 22.54 N D .00
N H 22.16 S D .00
N J 21.94 VT .00
DEL 20 .57 ME .00
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T a b le  4 . 5 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  White and Black Female
Other  A c c i d e n t a l  Death R a t e ,  1 9 8 0 -8 4

STATENM OTHACWFR STATENM OTHACBFR

ALK 19.70 WYO 26.99
MO 18.26 ARK 25.72
OKL 17.88 MIS 24.47
VT 17.38 N H 23 .32
NEB 16.55 MO 22.96
KAN 16.48 IOW 22.05
WYO 16.33 OKL 21.09
MIS 16 .09 ALA 20.39
ARI 15.85 ALK 20.12
N M 15.45 KAN 20.02
MAS 15.44 NEB 19.27
GA 15.38 GA 19.00
KY 15.19 N C 18.71
MIN 15.18 PA 18.69
CAL 15.16 S C 18.41
COL 15.11 LA 17.91
ALA 14.93 KY 17.55
IDA 14.78 DEL 16.91
IOW 14.75 ORG 16.74
N D 14.73 TEN 16.60
TEX 14.68 WAS 16.52
LA 14.50 CAL 16.47
W V 14.41 ME 16.37
TEN 14.34 MAS 16.35
FLA 14.10 W V 16.17
WAS 14.05 MIN 16.10
VA 14.00 VA 15.91
S C 13.93 UTH 15.61
PA 13.86 ILL 14.78
ARK 13.78 FLA 14.68
IND 13.65 N J 14.57
S D 13.63 MD 14 .12
NEV 13.60 IND 14.11
N C 13.52 R I 14.05
ORG 13.44 OH 13.95
N Y 13.40 TEX 13.89
UTH 13.26 N Y 12.82
MON 13.16 CON 12.66
CON 13.11 NEV 12.60
ME 12.85 MIC 12.32
R I 12.81 ARI 12.19
N J 12.78 COL 10.89
MD 12.69 WIS 8.39
OH 12.46 HAW 7.19
ILL 12.21 N M 6.97
N H 12.16 VT .00
WIS 11.45 IDA .00
MIC 10.95 N D .00
DEL 10.58 S D .00
HAW 9.88 MON .00
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Table 4. 6. S ta te  Ranks 
S u ic ide  Rate

fo r  White and 
r 1980-84

Black Male

STATENM SUICWMR STATENM SUICBMR

NEV 43.34 MON 52.68
N M 36 .20 VT 31.01
WYO 31.07 UTH 26.01
ARI 30.81 NEV 21.88
COL 30.79 ME 20.99
FLA 30.17 ARI 20.05
CAL 27.44 IOW 17.27
VT 26.27 MIN 16.88
MON 26.21 CAL 16.33
IDA 25.43 WAS 16.10
TEX 25.28 W V 15.78
ORG 24.96 OH 14.74
OKL 24.78 PA 14.43
GA 24.72 ORG 13.59
LA 24.59 COL 13.43
N C 23.69 MIC 13.43
VA 23.55 ALK 13.02
UTH 23.13 VA 12.72
TEN 22.93 KAN 12.35
ARK 22.74 IDA 12.15
WAS 22.52 MO 12.05
KY 22.04 MD 12.03
ME 21.91 R I 11.98
S C 21.72 HAW 11.86
ALA 21.61 OKL 11.67
ALK 21.50 N M 11.16
MO 21.31 WYO 10.63
DEL 20.99 LA 10.26
W V 20.90 MAS 9.71
N H 20.54 KY 9.67
WIS 20.46 N J 9.42
S D 20.30 ARK 9.39
KAN 19.85 TEX 9.28
MIS 19.78 ILL 9.28
MD 19.60 N C 9.20
MIC 19.54 WIS 9.17
IND 19.18 TEN 9.14
PA 19.02 GA 9.00
OH 18.92 IND 8.96
HAW 18.82 FLA 8.92
IOW 18.61 DEL 8.89
N D 18.12 N H 8.79
MIN 17.51 NEB 8.52
R I 17.44 N Y 8.15
ILL 17.32 ALA 8.12
NEB 17.25 S C 8.04
MAS 15.08 MIS 6.92
CON 14.93 CON 6.85
N Y 14.86 S D .00
N J 13.33 N D .00
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T ab le  4 . 7 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  W hite and B lack  Female
S u i c i d e  R a te ,  1 9 8 0 -8 4

STATENM SUICWFR

NEV 15.17
FLA 9.95
N M 9.60
CAL 9.53
ARI 9.30
COL 8.78
LA 7.97
WYO 7.89
OKL 7.45
GA 7.25
TEX 7.23
VA 7.13
N C 7.01
S C 6.81
DEL 6.76
WAS 6.76
ORG 6.56
TEN 6 .50
ME 6.23
MIS 6.22
MO 6.13
ALK 5.97
IDA 5.96
MIC 5.95
UTH 5.76
KY 5.73
OH 5.72
HAW 5.69
VT 5.61
WIS 5.55
ALA 5.53
KAN 5.39
R I 5.28
MON 5.23
MD 5.14
PA 5.12
ILL 5.07
IND 4.99
N H 4.92
MIN 4.85
ARK 4.82
W V 4.56
N Y 4.56
CON 4.17
MAS 4.12
IOW 4.08
N J 3.89
NEB 3.88
S D 3.08
N D 2.89

STATENM SUICBFR

WYO 13.50
ORG 7.81
HAW 7.19
R I 7.03
WAS 4.95
NEB 4.82
CAL 4.65
ARI 4.43
OH 4.27
MIN 3.83
N M 3.49
OKL 3.04
PA 2.95
MIC 2.76
VA 2.67
COL 2.42
NEV 2.36
DEL 2.36
ARK 2.31
MD 2.18
ILL 2.17
WIS 2.10
TEX 2.05
TEN 2.02
LA 1.98
N Y 1.94
IOW 1.92
N C 1.85
MO 1.83
GA 1.82
IND 1.65
FLA 1.56
N J 1.54
ALA 1.54
KY 1.50
S C 1.44
MAS 1.38
MIS 1.32
KAN 1.27
CON .87
W V .58
ME .00
ALK .00
IDA .00
UTH .00
VT .00
MON .00
N H .00
S D .00
N D .00
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T ab le  4 . 8 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  W hite and B lack  Male
Homicide R ate , 1 9 8 0 -8 4

STATENM HOMICWMR

TEX 19.57
N M 18.53
NEV 15.10
CAL 13.74
PLA 12.82
ARI 11.62
ALK 11.02
KY 10.24
N Y 9.81
OKL 9.69
LA 9.21
S C 8.62
GA 8.45
TEN 8.03
COL 7.41
HAW 7.34
ALA 7.07
N C 6.96
MIS 6.56
WYO 6.55
W V 6.52
ILL 5.89
VA 5.58
MO 5.34
ARK 5.33
IND 4.43
KAN 4.40
OH 4.37
WAS 4.32
MIC 4.24
MD 4.19
N J 4.18
ORG 4.00
DEL 3.99
IDA 3.93
R I 3.80
UTH 3.64
CON 3.61
MAS 3.40
MON 3.25
VT 3.24
PA 3.20
N H 2.55
S D 2.07
WIS 2.07
ME 1.97
NEB 1.93
IOW 1.65
MIN 1.34
N D 1.08

STATENM HOMICBMR

VT 124.03
MO 82.03
MIC 72.80
CAL 65.52
TEX 64.00
IND 63 .42
NEV 62.78
N Y ' 62.63
FLA 61.12
ILL 58.44
N M 56.96
PA 53.88
LA 53.68
NEB 53.67
ARI 50.25
OH 49.84
OKL 49.84
TEN 48.00
KAN 45.36
IOW 45.03
GA 44.11
ALA 41.94
MIN 41.48
MAS 41.23
COL 40.19
MD 40.06
ARK 40.01
CON 39.22
UTH 39.18
ORG 39.15
MIS 38.86
KY 36.70
WAS 35.41
N J 34.76
N C 33.02
VA 32.28
S C 30.89
WIS 25.92
ALK 25.89
DEL 24.17
W V 23.57
R I 21.29
IDA 12.58
HAW 9.06
WYO .00
MON .00
N H .00
S D .00
ME .00
N D .00
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Table 4 . 9 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  W h ite  and B la c k  Female
H om icide R a te ,  1 9 8 0 -8 4

STATENM HOMICWFR STATENM HOMICBFR

NEV 8.23 UTH 21.96
TEX 4.73 NEV 20.91
ALK 4.43 ORG 18.51
FLA 4.09 WYO 17.87
OKL 4.07 R I 17.16
CAL 4.05 ME 16.74
ARI 4.01 MIC 16.16
N M 4.00 FLA 15.22
WYO 3.95 MIN 14.73
HAW 3.82 CAL 14.72
COL 3.42 ALK 14.67
LA 3.33 TEX 14.27
S C 3.32 GA 14.09
GA 3.24 KAN 13.44
MIS 2.83 IND 13.40
KY 2.81 COL 13.37
ALA 2.72 N H 12.41
N C 2.62 WAS 12.36
N Y 2.61 NEB 12.27
VA 2.58 MO 12.10
ORG 2.52 OH 12.10
ARK 2.48 W V 11.82
MD 2.43 ARI 11.75
WAS 2.38 KY 11.28
DEL 2.29 N M 11.17
TEN 2.29 ILL 11.07
KAN 2.26 LA 11.04
MO 2.25 WIS 10.83
W V 1.99 OKL 10.59
IND 1.99 MIS 10.50
MIC 1.98 PA 10.42
UTH 1.97 N Y 10.33
ILL 1.88 ALA 9.79
ME 1.86 N J 8.57
N J 1.80 TEN 8.44
OH 1.78 N C 8.41
R I 1.77 VA 8.34
IDA 1.69 MD 8.27
CON 1.67 ARK 8.20
MON 1.58 CON 7.97
N H 1.55 MAS 7.95
PA 1.53 S C 7.76
WIS 1.43 IOW 7.11
MAS 1.32 DEL 4.83
NEB 1.27 HAW 3.76
IOW 1.05 IDA .00
MIN 1.01 MON .00
VT .92 VT .00
N D .77 N D .00
S D .48 S D .00
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T ab le  4 . 1 0 .  S t a t e  Ranks f o r  W hite and B la c k  Male
Combined V i o l e n t  D eath R a te ,  1980-84

STATENM VDWMR

ALK 159.10
N M 157.36
WYO 144.21
NEV 143 .50
TEX 131.25
OKL 122.13
ARI 121.18
FLA 116.86
MON 116.75
LA 114.99
CAL 113.23
MIS 113.05
IDA 112.11
COL 109.04
GA 106.72
KY 104.94
ALA 104.73
S C 102.95
TEN 102.48
ARK 101.54
N C 98.38
W V 97.69
ORG 97.46
KAN 93.68
VT 91.21
MO 90.34
S D 89.47
WAS 89.34
UTH 89.01
N D 86.14
VA 86.05
ME 82.11
HAW 81.82
NEB 80.77
IND 78.79
DEL 76.61
IOW 76.36
ILL 75.40
MIC 73.91
N H 73.87
MD 73.77
WIS 73.62
PA 73.40
MIN 72.99
OH 72.26
N Y 72.07
CON 68.48
MAS 66.16
R I 62.54
N J 62.50

STATENM VDBMR

MO 162.21
FLA 157.07
NEV 156.56
VT 155.04
TEX 153.80
LA 152.12
OKL 152.04
CAL 149.80
N M 146.21
ARI 145.89
MIS 145.30
ARK 144.78
UTH 139.52
S C 137.77
ALA 137.73
MIC 137.48
GA 135.26
N C 133.82
IND 130.99
TEN 126.96
PA 125.64
ILL 123.29
VA 121.42
KAN 119.12
N Y 118.28
W V 117.59
WAS 117.33
ALK 117.06
NEB 113.30
OH 113.00
MIN 112.65
KY 110.57
ORG 110.22
MAS 108.44
IOW 108.37
N J 105.37
MON 105.36
MD 104.86
COL 103.90
DEL 103.28
IDA 97.63
CON 97.39
R I 90.20
WYO 85.02
WIS 71.52
N H 61.54
HAW 59.89
S D 28.43
ME 20.99
N D .00



82

T able  4 . 1 1 .  S t a t e  Ranks fo r  W hite  and B lack  Female
Combined V io le n t  D ea th  R a te ,  1 9 8 0 -8 4

STATENM VDWFR

NEV 57.08
N M 48.77
OKL 47.77
WYO 46.62
ARI 45.77
ALK 45.23
FLA 45.22
TEX 43.73
MIS 43.70
CAL 42.83
COL 42.36
GA 41.69
LA 40.08
S C 39.36
MO 38.81
IDA 38.80
ALA 38.52
KAN 37.83
TEN 37.14
ORG 36.69
N C 36.37
KY 35.68
WAS 35.61
UTH 34.47
ARK 34.40
VA 33.63
W V 33.20
NEB 33.20
MON 32.91
VT 32.76
IND 32.41
ME 32.39
IOW 31.33
DEL 31.23
MIN 31.20
MD 30.49
N D 29.97
S D 29.90
HAW 29.81
PA 29.78
MIC 29.70
N H 29.64
OH 29.47
N Y 29.12
ILL 28.90
WIS 28.78
MAS 28.35
CON 27.39
R I 27.21
N J 27.16

STATENM VDBFR

WYO 85.35
UTH 53.18
ORG 49.76
OKL 48.02
N H 47.39
MIS 46.26
NEV 46.10
ARK 45.67
WAS 45.39
CAL 45.28
NEB 45.18
GA 44.49
FLA 44.21
R I 43.86
MO 43.61
KAN 43.30
ARI 42.23
ALA 41.73
TEX 41.16
MIN 40.79
LA 39.57
N C 39.10
W V 38.39
S C 38.39
IDA 37.38
DEL 37 .09
PA 36.89
MIC 36.83
OH 36.38
COL 36.36
KY 36.33
IND 36.03
N M 35.58
ALK 34.79
VA 34.21
TEN 34.03
ILL 33.72
ME 33.10
MAS 32.56
IOW 32.04
MD 31.23
N 0 31.19
N Y 30.49
CON 30.17
WIS 27.20
HAW 18.15
MON .00
VT .00
N D .00
S D .00



83

recorded motor veh ic le  deaths d u r in g  the f i v e  year p e r io d .  

Two s t a t e s ,  however, had extrem ely high r a t e s  of death fo r  

b lack  fem ales, Idaho (37.4) and Wyoming (27.0) . The r a t e s  

of b lack  female v io le n t  death  vary widely because  of th e  

extrem ely sm all p o p u la tio n  of b la c k  females in  sev e ra l  

s t a t e s .  The sm all p o p u la tio n  of b la c k  fem ales c re a te s  th e  

problem of sm all sample v a r i a b i l i t y .  I f  a s t a t e  with a

sm all p o p u la tio n  has a few deaths occur in t h e  time p e r io d

under s tu d y , an extrem ely high d e a th  ra te  i s  r e p o r te d .  I f  

no dea ths  o cc u r ,  then th e  ra te  i s  z e ro . Small sample 

v a r i a b i l i t y  produces random high and low r a t e  f l u c tu a t io n s ,  

so th e  i n t e g r i t y  of th e  d a ta  should  not be compromised. The 

r a t e s  for b la ck  males vary  widely a l s o ,  with a s tandard  

d e v ia t io n  of 1 1 .5 ,  but th e  v a r i a t i o n  is  more p a t te rn e d ,  with 

no extreme o u t l i e r s .  The ra te s  f o r  white m ales and fem ales 

do n o t  show th e  wide v a r i a t io n  t h a t  black r a t e s  show. 

O v e ra l l ,  s t a t e s  in the  West and South have th e  h ig h es t  r a te s

of motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .

Other a c c id e n ta l  d e a th . T able  4.1 shows th e  means and 

s tan d ard  d e v ia t io n s  fo r  a l l  o ther types of a c c id e n ta l  d ea th .  

The means fo r  fem ales, both black and w hite, a r e  remarkably 

s im i la r  (white=14.3, b lack = 1 4 .9 ) . The means f o r  males a r e  

a lso  s im ila r  (w hite=32.2 , b lack = 3 6 .7 ) . Other a c c id e n ta l  

d ea th s  vary la rg e ly  by sex of th e  v ic tim , w ith  males being  

the  most f re q u e n t  v ic t im s .

The between s t a t e  v a r ia t io n ,  a s  shown in  Tables 4 .4  and 

4 .5 ,  provide evidence of some sh a rp  c o n t r a s t s .  Among a l l



sex and race  p a i r in g s ,  t h e  Western s t a t e s  aga in  show th e  

h ig h e s t  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e s .  The s t a t e  of Alaska ranks 

h ig h e s t  fo r  bo th  white males (87.6) and w hite  females 

(1 9 .7 ) .  The high nonmotor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death  r a t e  in 

Alaska i s  p robably  b es t  exp la ined  by th e  o ccu p a tio n a l 

hazards a s s o c ia te d  w ith th e  s t a t e ' s  c h ie f  i n d u s t r i e s :  o i l

d r i l l i n g  and p ip e l in e  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  and cold  water f i s h in g .  

The death  r a t e  fo r  w hite  males i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  skewed by the  

high  death  r a t e  in  A laska, which i s  41 p o in ts  h igher than  

th e  next c l o s e s t  value (Wyoming® 4 6 .3 ) .

S u ic id e . The r a te  of su ic id e  among w h ite s ,  b la c k s ,  

males and fem ales , fo llow s t r a d i t i o n a l l y  rep o r te d  p a t t e r n s .  

The mean r a t e  of su ic id e  fo r  females (w hite=6 .2 , b lack=2.5) 

i s  l e s s  than  h a l f  the  male r a te  fo r  both b lack s  (12.8) and 

w hites  (2 2 .5 ) .  Table 4.6 shows th e  la rg e  sp read  in va lues  

f o r  th e  r a t e  of black male s u ic id e .  Montana has a r a t e  of

5 2 .7 ,  while Vermont, th e  second h ig h e s t  ranking  s t a t e  has a 

v a lue  of 3 1 .0 ,  a d i f f e re n c e  of 21.7 dea ths  per  100,000 b lack  

m ales. At th e  o th e r  extrem e, South and North Dakota had 

ze ro  rep o r ted  s u ic id e s  by b la ck s ,  male or fem ale. The 

extreme d i f f e re n c e  between male and female r a t e s  is  a l s o  

seen  c l e a r ly  in  Tables 4 .6  and 4 .7 .  The low est ranking 

s t a t e  fo r  w h ite  male s u ic id e  (New Je rse y )  has a r a te  of 

1 3 .3 ,  while th e  h ig h e s t  ranked s t a t e s  fo r  bo th  black and 

w hite  female s u ic id e ,  b a re ly  a t t a i n  t h i s  v a lu e .  For white 

males and fem a les , th e  W estern s t a t e s  a re  predom inantly  

h ig h e s t  in  ran k . For b la c k s  the p a t t e r n  of to p  ranked
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s t a t e s  in d ic a te s  t h a t  s t a t e s  with sm all b lack  po p u la tio n s  

have the  h ig h e s t  r a te s  of black s u ic id e .

Homicide. The mean r a t e  of homicide shows a p a t t e r n  

t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th s , 

o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  dea ths and s u ic id e .  While th e se  forms of 

d e a th  tend to  s p l i t  along m ale/fem ale l i n e s ,  th e  homicide 

r a t e  s p l i t s  along r a c i a l  l i n e s .  The mean homicide r a t e  fo r  

w h ite  males i s  6 .3 ,  fo r  w h ite  fem ales , 2 .5 .  The mean 

homicide r a t e  fo r  b lack males i s  4 0 .2 ,  fo r  b lack  fem ales,

1 0 .7 .  Table 4 .8 shows t h a t  the  mean homicide r a te  fo r  b lack  

males is  a f f e c te d  by one o u tly in g  s t a t e ,  Vermont, with a 

r a t e  of 124.0 d ea ths  p e r  100,000 b lack  m ales. The second 

ranking  s t a t e  fo r  b lack m ales, M issou ri ,  has a r a te  of 8 2 .0 , 

a d i f f e re n c e  of 42 d ea th s  per 100,000 from th e  Vermont 

homicide r a t e .  I r r e s p e c t iv e  of th e  o u t l i e r ,  th e  homicide 

r a t e  fo r  b lack  males i s ,  on the  whole, co n s id e rab ly  h ig h e r  

t h a t  any of th e  o th e r  r a c e /s e x  com binations. This f in d in g  

i s  s im i la r  to  p a s t  homicide re se a rc h .  The r a t e s  of b la ck  

female homicide v ic t im iz a t io n  a re  h ig h , bu t n o t much more so 

th an  th e  r a t e s  of w hite  m ales. The r a te  of w hite  female 

homicide v ic t im iz a t io n  i s  very low. Nevada i s  the h ig h e s t  

ranking  s t a t e  with a r a t e  of 8 .2 . For w h ite s ,  the  Southern  

and Western s t a t e s  rank h ig h e s t .  For black m ales, Western 

and Midwestern s t a t e s  rank n e a re s t  th e  top . For black 

fem ales th e  Northwest s t a t e s  rank h ig h e s t .  The extreme 

v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  homicide r a t e  by race  and sex provides 

su p p o rt  fo r  using  sex and race s p e c i f i c  v io l e n t  death r a t e s .
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The t o t a l  homicide r a t e  would have masked th e s e  v a r i a t i o n s .

Combined v io l e n t .d e a th . The combined v io le n t  d e a th  

r a te  v a r ia b le  p ro v id es  an o v e r a l l  in d ic a to r  of v io le n t  death  

in a s t a t e  by sex and race. Table 4.1 shows th a t  th e  

v io le n t  death  r a t e  v a r ie s  a long m ale/fem ale l in e s .  The mean 

v io le n t  death  r a t e  fo r  white females is  3 5 .9 ,  which i s  

s im ila r  to  the  r a t e  fo r  black fem ales, 3 6 .6 .  The mean 

v io le n t  dea th  r a t e  fo r  white males is  96.0 and for b la ck  

males, 115 .4 . The s tandard  d e v ia t io n s  a r e  la rg e  fo r  b lack  

males, w h ite  males, and black fem ales, su g g es tin g  wide 

v a r i a t io n  in the  r a t e s  across s t a t e s .

Looking a t  t a b l e s  4.10 and 4 .11 , th e  combined v i o l e n t  

death r a t e  takes on more c h a ra c te r .  The male ca tes a r e ,  on 

the  whole, a g re a t  d ea l  h igher than the  fem ale r a t e s .  For 

white m ales , the  h ig h e s t  rank ing  s ta te s  a r e  in the  W est, the 

low est, in  the  N o rth eas t .  In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  h ig h es t ranking 

s t a t e s  f o r  black males are  lo c a te d  in th e  South and 

Southwest, with th e  exception  of Vermont. S im ilar  t o  w hite  

males th e  Western s t a t e s  a re  ranked h ig h e s t  fo r  white 

fem ales. This i s  a l s o  the  c a se  fo r  b lack  fem ales, w ith  the 

excep tion  of New Hampshire, which is  ranked f i f t h  w ith  a 

combined v io le n t  d e a th  ra te  o f  47 .4 . O u t l i e r s  in each of 

the in d iv id u a l  forms of v io le n t  death c a r r y  th e i r  e f f e c t s  

over to  th e  combined r a te ,  cau s in g  some of th e  oddly h igh  

r a te s  f o r  white m ales , black males and b la c k  females.

Across a l l  s e x /ra c e  p a i r s ,  t h e  Western s t a t e s  have 

predom inantly  high r a te s  of combined v i o l e n t  death.



87

P re d ic to r  V ariab le

As s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  one v a r ia b le  w i l l  be used as th e  

proxy fo r  v io le n t  s u b c u l tu ra l  o r i e n ta t io n .  The r e f e r e n t  

year fo r  th e  p r e d ic to r  v a r ia b le ,  as well as th e  c o n tro l  

v a r i a b le s ,  i s  1980. The p re d ic to r  and c o n t ro l  v a r ia b le s  a re  

from th e  S ta te  and Regional In d ic a to r s  Archive (SRIA) a t  the  

U n iv e rs i ty  of New Hampshire. The SRIA i s  a c o l l e c t io n  of a 

wide range of s o c ia l  and economic v a r ia b le s  which a re  

a v a i la b le  fo r  pub lic  use .

The Index of L eg it im a te  V io lence  was developed by 

S traus  (1985) to  measure c u l t u r a l  support fo r  v io le n c e .  The 

index i s  made up of twelve in d ic a to r s  of l e g i t im a te  ( le g a l)  

forms of v io le n c e .  "The t h e o r e t i c a l  b as is  fo r  s e le c t in g  the  

in d ic a to r s  was the  assum ption t h a t  group d i f f e re n c e s  in  

values concerning v io le n c e  should be m an ifest in  many 

d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  inc lud ing  ed u ca tio n , r e c r e a t io n ,  law 

enforcem ent, e t c .  (S tra u s  1985, p . 2 ). The in d ic a to r s  used 

in th e  L eg it im a te  V io lence Index a r e  ag g reg a te  behaviors 

r e f l e c t i n g  s o c ia l ly  le g i t im a te  involvement in  v io le n c e .  The 

twelve v a r ia b le s  making up th e  index a re :  th e  v io le n t  TV 

audience index , v i o l e n t  magazine c i r c u l a t i o n  index, N ational 

Guard e x p e n d itu re s ,  N ational Guard en ro llm en t, f o o tb a l l  

p layer p ro d u c tio n , hun ting  l i c e n s e s  per 100,000 p o p u la t io n , 

co rp o ra l  punishment perm ission  index , ly n ch in g s ,  r a t i o  of 

ex ecu tions  to  hom icides, 1940-1959, r a t io  of execu tions to  

hom icides, 1960-1979, r a t i o  of d ea th  sen tences  to  homicide
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a r r e s t s  f o r  w h i t e s ,  and th e  r a t i o  o f  d e a th  s e n t e n c e s  t o

homicide a r r e s t s  fo r  b lack s .

The twelve v a r ia b le s  making up th e  Index were scored

and a d ju s te d  to  c o n t ro l  fo r  two demographic v a r ia b le s

confounding th e  Index (percen t of s in g le  males in  th e

p o p u la t io n  and p e rc e n t  l iv in g  in  Standard M etropo litan

S t a t i s t i c a l  Areas (SMSA's). F in a l ly ,  th e  o v e ra l l  index was

s ta n d a rd iz e d  through a procedure c a l le d  ' zp 1 sc o r in g

(S tra u s ,  1981).

Through th e  zp sc a l in g  method, index sco res  a c q u ire  th e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of both z scores  and p e rce n tag es .  Thus 
a change of one zp sco re  p o in t  can be in te r p r e t e d  as a 
change of one p e rcen t of th e  zero to  100 sc o re  range, 
w hile  a change of 20 zp sco re  p o in ts  can be viewed as a 
change of one s tandard  d e v ia t io n  (Mean=50) (Baron and 
S tra u s  1986, p . 9 ) .

The Index of L eg it im a te  V iolence has been used to  

examine a v a r ie ty  of c r im ina l a c ts  in c lu d in g  rape and 

homicide ( se e  Baron and S tra u s ,  1984, 1985, 1986). This 

r e se a rch  found t h a t  th e  L eg itim ate  V iolence Index ex p la in s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t io n s  of th e  v a r ia t io n  in  r a te s  of rape and 

homicide.

D e sc r ip t iv e  S t a t i s t i c s .

L eg it im a te  v io le n ce  index . The L eg it im a te  V iolence 

Index, as  d iscu ssed  e a r l i e r ,  has been scored  on a s c a le  of 

zero  to  100. Table 4.13 shows the s t a t e  ranks on th e  

L eg it im a te  V iolence Index. Three Western s t a t e s ,  Utah, 

Nevada, and Wyoming a re  ranked h ig h e s t  on the  Index. As 

compared w ith  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  th e s e  s t a t e s  scored high w ith  

regard  to  th e  number of laws allow ing s o c i a l l y  le g i t im a te
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v io le n c e /  and had high consumption of s o c i a l l y  le g i t im a te  

forms of v io le n c e .  These s t a t e s  have th e  s t r o n g e s t  support 

fo r  v io le n t  c u l tu r a l  norms. Among the  s t a t e s  which ranked 

low est on th e  L eg it im a te  V iolence Index, th e  E astern  reg ion  

of th e  United S ta te s  i s  well re p re se n te d .  These s t a t e s  show 

weakest su p p o rt fo r  v io le n t  c u l t u r a l  norms.

C ontro l V ar iab les

Six v a r ia b le s  commonly found to  be h ig h ly  c o r r e la te d  

w ith  v io le n t  death  and with s t a t e  le v e l  a n a ly s i s  w i l l  be 

used as c o n t ro l  v a r ia b le s  in th e  re g re s s io n  model. The 

c o n t ro l  v a r ia b le s  w i l l  hold c o n s ta n t  the  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  the 

v a r ia b le  might have in  th e  re g re s s io n  eq u a tio n .

The v a r ia b le  p e rc e n t  black shows the  p e rce n t of each 

s t a t e ' s  p o p u la tio n  which is  b la ck .  This v a r ia b le  has been 

used in p a s t  re sea rch  on homicide using th e  su b c u l tu re  of 

v io le n c e  p e r s p e c t iv e .

The v a r ia b le  confed is  a dummy v a r ia b le  which d iv id e s  

th e  United s t a t e s  in to  two re g io n s .  The C onfederate  South, 

which in c lu d es  th e  s t a t e s  which seceded from the  Union 

du ring  th e  C iv i l  War, and th e  Nonsouth which inc ludes a l l  

o th e r  s t a t e s .  This v a r ia b le ,  has been used in  p a s t  re sea rch  

on homicide as  d iscu ssed  in Chapter th re e .

The v a r ia b le  p e rc e n t  of th e  s t a t e  p o p u la tio n  below the 

poverty  le v e l  i s  inc luded  in  th e  model because of i t s  

importance in  p a s t  re sea rch  on v io le n c e .  Poverty has been 

shown to  have an e f f e c t  on r a t e s  of homicide.
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TABLE 4.12 DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS OF PREDICTOR 
AND CONTROL VARIABLES

LABEL MEAN _ STD DEV MINIMUM MAXIMUM

PREDICTOR VARIABLE

LEGIT VIOL INDEX: 
MET+SNGL RESD 50.120 20.146 14.00 96.00

CONTROL VARIABLES

CONFED: 
l=CONFEDERATE STATES .220 .418 0.00 1.00

BLACK POP:
% OF STATE POP 9.140 9.222 .20 35.20

POVERTY:
% OF STATE POP BELOW 12.482 3.425 8.00 24.50

POP AGE 18-24:
% OF STATE POP 13.456 .753 11.70 14.90

METRO POP:
% OF STATE POP 61.368 22.845 15.30 94.90

DIVORCE:
RATE PER 1,000 POP 5.694 2.237 2.290 17.30
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Table 4 .13 . S t a t e  Ranks fo r  th e  Index of L eg it im a te  V iolence 
and Divorce R ate per 1,000 pop, 1980

STATENM XCVR2ZP

UTH 96
NEV 90
WYO 83
GA 81
MIS 77
MON 75
FLA 72
LA 70
COL 70
TEX 69
HAW 69
ALK 68
ARI 66
VT 64
s c 63
IDA 63
ALA 62
DEL 61
ARK 57
ORG 54
OKL 54
CAL 53
N D 53
WAS 52
VA 52
N Y 46
OH 45
PA 43
N M 43
ILL 43
CON 43
N C 42
S D 41
KAN 40
MD 39
TEN 38
MIC 36
MAS 36
MIN 35
N J 33
R I 31
NEB 29
WIS 28
IND 25
IOW 24
MO 22
N H 20
KY 20
W V 16
ME 14

STATENM DIV80

NEV 17.30
ALK 8.80
WYO 8.50
N M 8.00
OKL 8.00
ARI 7.30
FLA 7.30
IND 7.30
IDA 7.00
ALA 6.90
ARK 6.90
WAS 6.90
TEX 6.80
ORG 6 .70
TEN 6.60
COL 6 .40
GA 6.40
MON 6.30
KAN 5.70
N H 5.70
CAL 5.60
MO 5.60
ME 5.50
MIS 5.50
OH 5.40
UTH 5.30
W V 5.30
VT 5.10
MIC 4.90
N C 4.80
HAW 4.60
KY 4.60
ILL 4.50
S C 4.40
VA 4.40
CON 4.30
LA 4.30
IOW 4.10
MD 4.10
NEB 4.10
S D 4.10
DEL 3.90
MIN 3.80
N J 3.80
R I 3.80
WIS 3.70
N Y 3.50
N D 3.30
MAS 3.10
PA 2.90
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T able 4. 14. S t a t e  Ranks fo r  P e rc e n t  Black 
P e rc e n t  Below P o v e r ty ,  1980

and

STATENM BLK80 STATENM POV80

MIS 35.20 MIS 24.50
s c 30.40 LA 18.90
LA 29.40 ARK 18.70
GA 26.80 KY 18.40
ALA 25.60 ALA 17.90
MD 22.70 N M 17.40
N C 22.40 TEN 17.00
VA 18.90 GA 16.40
ARK 16.30 S D 16.10
DEL 16.10 S C 15.90
TEN 15.80 TEX 14.80
ILL 14.70 N C 14.60
PLA 13.80 W V 14.50
N Y 13.70 N Y 13 .70
MIC 12.90 OKL 13.30
N J 12.60 FLA 13.00
TEX 12.00 ME 12.90
MO 10.50 N D 12.80
OH 10.00 IDA 12.70
PA 8.80 ARI 12.40
CAL 7.70 MO 12.40
IND 7.60 MON 12.40
KY 7.10 DEL 11.90
CON 7.00 ILL 11.50
OKL 6.80 VA 11.50
NEV 6 .40 VT 11.40
KAN 5.30 CAL 11.30
MAS 3.90 ORG 11.30
WIS 3.90 MIC 11.10
COL 3 .50 UTH 10.70
ALK 3.40 OH 10.50
W V 3.30 PA 10 .50
NEB 3.10 NEB 10.40
R I 2 .90 R I 10.30
ARI 2.80 COL 10.20
WAS 2.60 KAN 10.20
HAW 1.80 WAS 10.20
N M 1.80 ALK 10.10
ORG 1.40 HAW 10.00
IOW 1.40 MD 9.90
MIN 1.30 IND 9.80
WYO .70 MAS 9.80
UTH .60 N J 9.70
N D .40 IOW 9.40
N H .40 MIN 9.30
IDA .30 CON 8.70
S D .30 N H 8.70
ME .30 NEV 8.50
MON .20 WIS 8.50
VT .20 WYO 8.00
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T able  4 . 1 5 .  S t a t e  Ranks fo r  P e r c e n t  M e tr o p o l i ta n  and
P e r c e n t  Aged 1 8 -2 4 ,  1980

STATENM MET80

CAL 94.90
R I 92.20
N J 91.40
N Y 90.10
MD 88.80
CON 88.30
FLA 87.90
MAS 85.30
MIC 82.80
NEV 82.00
PA 81.90
ILL 81.00
COL 80.90
WAS 80.40
OH 80.30
TEX 80.00
HAW 79.00
UTH 79.00
ARI 75.10
IND 69.80
VA 69.60
DEL 67.00
WIS 66.80
MO 65.30
ORG 64.90
MIN 64.60
LA 63.40
TEN 62.80
ALA 62.00
GA 60.00
S C 59.80
OKL 58.50
N C 52.70
N H 50.70
KAN 46.80
KY 44.50
NEB 44.10
ALK 43.40
N M 42.30
IOW 40.10
ARK 39.20
W V 37.10
N D 35.90
ME 33.00
MIS 27.10
MON 24.00
VT 22.30
IDA 18.30
S D 15.80
WYO 15.30

STATENM YNG80

ALK 14.90
N D 14.90
HAW 14.80
UTH 14.80
WYO 14.70
COL 14.50
S C 14.30
LA 14.20
TEX 14.00
DEL 14.00
N C 14.00
VA 13.90
VT 13.90
KAN 13.80
S D 13.80
CAL 13.70
R I 13.70
MAS 13.70
WIS 13.70
MIN 13.70
N M 13.70
MIC 13.60
ARI 13.60
WAS 13.40
IND 13.40
GA 13.40
KY 13.40
NEB 13.40
MIS 13.40
OKL 13.30
IOW 13.30
NEV 13.20
ILL 13.20
ALA 13.20
MON 13.20
MD 13.10
OH 13.10
TEN 13.10
N H 13.10
IDA 13.00
MO 12.90
PA 12.70
ORG 12.60
ME 12.60
W V 12.50
CON 12.40
N Y 12.30
ARK 12.20
N J 11.80
FLA 11.70
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The v a r ia b le  d ivo rce  r a t e  per 1 ,000 s t a t e  popu la tion  i s  

included in  th e  model as a proxy of s o c ia l  d is o rg a n iz a t io n .  

Divorce r a t e  has been a s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d ic to r  of v io lence in  

p a s t  re se a rc h .

The v a r ia b le  p e rc e n t  m e tro p o l i ta n  w i l l  c o n t ro l  for th e  

percen t of a s t a t e ' s  p o p u la tio n  r e s id in g  in m e tropo litan  

a re a s .  This v a r ia b le  helps  to  c o n tro l  fo r  the  p o ss ib le  

problem of w ith in  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .

The v a r ia b le  p e rc e n t  of th e  s t a t e  popu la tion  aged 18-24 

w i l l  be used to  c o n t ro l  fo r h igh  percen tages  of young people 

in a s t a t e ' s  p o p u la t io n .  The young have been found to  be 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s c e p t ib le  to  involvement in homicide and 

a c c id e n ta l  dea th .

Descr ip t i_ v e _ S ta t i s t ic s .

D ivorce R a te . Table 4.13 shows t h a t  the d iv o rce  r a te  

v a r ie s  w idely  a c ro s s  s t a t e s .  Nevada, w ith  i t s  h i s to ry  of 

easy to  o b ta in  d iv o rc e s ,  ranks h ig h e s t  in  the n a t io n .

S ta te s  in  th e  West and South have th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s  of 

d iv o rce . S ta te s  in  th e  E as te rn  United S ta te s  a r e  ranked a t  

th e  bottom.

Black percen tage  of th e  t o t a l  s t a t e  p o p u la t io n . The 

v a r i a b le ,  p e rce n t of th e  s t a t e  p o p u la tio n  which i s  b lack, 

v a r ie s  w idely  ac ro s s  s t a t e s .  Table 4 .12  shows th e  mean 

p e rcen t of black p o p u la tio n  in  a s t a t e  to  be 9 .1 ,  with a 

s tandard  d e v ia t io n  of 9 .2 .  Table 4.14 shows t h a t  the 

Southern s t a t e s ,  a s  would be expected , have high percen tages
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of th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  accounted fo r  by b la ck s .  S ta te s  in 

th e  N o rth eas t ,  and North c e n t r a l  reg ions  have ex trem ely  low 

p e rcen tag es  of b lack s  in th e  p o p u la tio n .

P ercen t poor . Table 4 .12  shows th e  mean p e rc e n t  of th e  

s t a t e  p o p u la tio n  below the  poverty  l i n e  to  be 12.5 p e rc e n t .  

The percen tages  vary  g r e a t ly ,  up to  a maximum of 24 .5  

p e rc e n t  ( M is s i s s ip p i ) .  The s t a t e  ranks in  tab le  4 .14  show 

th a t  Southern s t a t e s  rank h ig h e s t .

P e rcen t m e tro p o l i ta n . Table 4.15 shows the s t a t e  

rankings on th e  v a r ia b le  measuring th e  p e rc e n t  of th e  

p o p u la tio n  in each s t a t e  r e s id in g  in  m e tro p o l ita n  a r e a s .  

S ta te s  along th e  E as t and West c o a s ts  rank n e a re s t  th e  top. 

As expec ted , s t a t e s  in the  Northwest and extreme N ortheas t 

rank near th e  bottom.

P ercen t aged 18-24. Table 4.15 shows the  s t a t e  ranks 

fo r  th e  v a r ia b le  measuring what percen tage  of the  t o t a l  

s t a t e  p o p u la tio n  i s  made up of in d iv id u a ls  aged 18 t o  24. 

A laska, North Dakota, and Hawaii a re  ranked h ig h e s t ,  

r e f l e c t i n g  s t a t e s  which have had la rg e  in f lu x e s  of young 

p eop le , and s t a t e s  t h a t  have high b i r t h  r a t e s .  S ta t e s  in 

th e  E as te rn  reg ion  of the  United S ta te s  have some of the 

low est p e rcen tag es  of young people in th e  s t a t e ' s  

p o p u la t io n .

Summary

Chapter four d escr ib ed  th e  research  q u es tio n s  and 

v a r ia b le s  being used to  t e s t  them. The th e o r e t i c a l  argument



of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and 

o th e r - d i r e c te d  v io le n ce  a r e  s im ila r  in  th e  acceptance of 

v io le n ce  as a means of c o n f l i c t  r e s o lu t io n ,  w ith  th e  o b je c t  

of th e  ag g re s s io n  being th e  d i f f e r e n c e .  The L eg itim a te  

V iolence Index i s  the  main p re d ic to r  v a r ia b le .  The 

accep tance  of l e g i t im a te  v io le n c e  i s  viewed as a proxy fo r  

the accep tance  o f  v io lence  as a means to  problem so lv in g ,  

l e g i t im a te  or i l l e g i t i m a t e ,  which i s  th e  main t e n e t  of th e  

su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  argument. I t  i s  hypothesized  th a t  

s t a t e s  w ith  a g r e a te r  acceptance of c u l t u r a l l y  l e g i t im a te  

v io le n c e  w il l  have higher r a t e s  of v io le n t  d e a th .  Chapter 

f iv e  d is c u s se s  s t a t e  d i f fe re n c e s  in v io le n t  d ea th  r a t e s .

The p a t t e r n s  of homicide, s u ic id e ,  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  

d ea th , nonmotor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  and th e  combined 

v io le n t  death  r a t e  among s t a t e s  is  d iscussed  u s ing  th e  

theory  of the  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .  Chapter s ix  p re s e n ts  

the r e s u l t s  o f th e  re g re s s io n  a n a ly s is  using th e  v a r ia b le s  

d isc u sse d  in t h i s  ch a p te r .
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CHAPTER V

This chapter examines d i f f e re n c e s  in th e  combined 

v io le n t  d e a th  r a te  w i th in  four r e g io n s  (N o r th e as t ,  

N o r th c e n t ra l ,  South, and West) of th e  United S ta te s .  The 

combined v io le n t  d e a th  ra te s  fo r  w h ite  males, b lack  m ales, 

white fem ales and b la c k  females a r e  examined s e p a ra te ly  

w ith in  each of the fo u r  reg ions. The reg io n a l  a n a ly s is  i s  

used to  g a in  a b e t t e r  understand ing  of the dependent 

v a r i a b le s ,  and to  in v e s t ig a te ,  in  an e x p lo ra to ry  fash ion , 

th e  u t i l i t y  of the th e o ry  of the  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  in  

th e  exam ination  of v i o l e n t  death r a t e s .

The ch ap te r  i s  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  

s e c t io n  reviews the  th e o ry  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .

The second sec tio n  d e s c r ib e s  the  methods used to  c rea te  th e  

graphs and c o r r e l a t i o n s  used in th e  a n a ly s is .  The f i n a l  

se c t io n  d isc u sse s  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  a n a ly s is  fo r  each r a c e -  

and-sex ca teg o ry .

Theory of th e  F un c tio n a l A l te rn a t iv e

The th eo ry  of t h e  fu n c tio n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  used to  

examine th e  combined v io le n t  d ea th  ra te s  fo r  each reg ion .

I t  is  a l s o  used w i th in  th e  reg io n s  to  examine th e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of v io le n t  d e a th .  

Chapter two d iscussed  th re e  s tu d i e s  (Erikson 1966, Henry and



S hort 1964, and S tra u s  and S tra u s  1953) which re p re se n t  

examples o£ re se a rch  in  th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

t r a d i t i o n .  Two concep ts  drawn from these  s tu d i e s  a re  

brought to g e th e r  fo r  use in th e  c u r r e n t  r e s e a rc h .  E r ik s o n 's  

re se a rc h  su g g es ts  t h a t  the  t o t a l  volume of d ev ia n t  behavior 

in  a community remains c o n s ta n t  because th e  c a p a c i ty  of 

s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  mechanisms to  handle dev ian t behavior remain 

c o n s ta n t .  Henry and S ho rt and S tra u s  and S traus* re sea rch  

su g g es t t h a t  when one type of v i o l e n t  death  in  a s o c ie ty  i s  

h ig h / such as o th e r - d i r e c te d  v io le n c e  (hom icide), ano ther 

type  of v io le n t  d ea th ,  which is  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  (su ic id e )  

should  be low. These concepts to g e th e r  com prise a theory  of 

th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  which m ain ta ins  t h a t  s o c ia l  

s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t io n s  such as s o c ia l  co n tro l  mechanisms and 

mores regard ing  th e  exp ress ion  of ag g ress io n , c o n s tra in  th e  

amount and form of deviance t h a t  occurs in  a s o c ie ty .  

S t r u c tu r a l  c o n s t r a in t s  such as speed l im i t s  and gun c o n t r o l ,  

f o r  example, se rve  as s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  mechanisms which 

s t a b i l i z e  th e  r a te  of v io le n t  d ea th  in a community. In 

c e r t a in  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r io d s ,  one p a r t i c u l a r  form of v io le n t  

d ea th  may be defined  as a 'p u b l ic  problem* (G usfie ld  1981) . 

The d e f i n i t i o n  of one p a r t i c u l a r  phenomenon as  a pub lic  

problem b r in g s  t h a t  phenomena in to  the  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  

l im e l ig h t .  The renewed i n t e r e s t  se rv es  to  focus  energy 

towards th e  is su e  such as the p ass in g  of l e g i s l a t i o n  or 

in c re a s in g  funds to  agenc ies  of s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  th a t  dea l 

w ith  the  problem. G u sf ie ld  (1981) d iscu sses  how one a sp e c t
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of a c c id e n ts ,  d r in k in g  and d r iv in g ,  developed in to  a p u b l ic  

problem. The concern over d r in k in g  and d r iv in g  in th e  l a t e  

1970 's  focused a t t e n t i o n  on the  is s u e  and le d  to  g r e a te r  

s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  over t h i s  b eh av io r . I t  i s  through mechanisms 

of c o n t ro l  such as tougher laws regard ing  d r ink ing  and 

d r iv in g  which should e f f e c t  r a t e s  o f v io le n t  dea th .

Erikson would recommend the  use of lo n g i tu d in a l  d a ta  to 

examine th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  th e o ry  

to  the  s tudy  of v io le n t  d ea th . Other r e s e a rc h e rs  such as 

Henry and S hort, however, have a p p l ied  the  theo ry  using  data  

from one p o in t  in  tim e. The p re se n t  study w i l l  use th e  

theo ry  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  examine ra te s  o f  

v io le n t  dea th  measured a t  one p o in t  in  time and compare the 

r a te s  w ith in  reg io n s  of th e  United S ta t e s .  For th is  s tu d y ,  

th e  two concepts of th e  th eo ry  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

su g g es t  t h a t  th e  r a te s  of combined v io le n t  d ea th  for s t a t e s  

w ith in  th e  same reg ion  should have s im ila r  v a lu e s ,  and th e  

r a te s  of s e l f  and o th e r - d i r e c te d  v io le n ce  w ith in  these  

reg ions  should vary  in v e r s e ly .  These concepts are  examined 

in  t h i s  c h a p te r .

Method

In o rder to  examine reg io n a l c o n t in u i ty  of the combined 

v io le n t  dea th  r a t e ,  a s e r i e s  of graphs was c rea ted  u s in g  the 

SPSSX P lo t  command. A t o t a l  of s ix te e n  p l o t s  were c r e a te d  

to  determ ine re g io n a l  u n ifo rm ity  fo r  each race -and -sex  

s p e c i f i c  r a t e  of combined v io le n t  d ea th .  For example, a



p l o t  of b lack  female combined v io l e n t  dea th  r a te s  fo r  each 

s t a t e  in th e  N ortheas t i s  shown in  F igure  5 .1 3 .  A reg io n a l  

a n a ly s is  i s  used to  examine th e  concept of r a t e  c o n t in u i ty  

from the th e o ry  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .  With th e  

c u r r e n t  d a ta  s e t ,  i t  seems the most lo g ic a l  to  examine the 

p o s s i b i l i t y  of r a te  c o n t in u i ty  by d iv id in g  th e  U.S. in to  

re g io n s .  The most id e a l  t e s t  of t h i s  concept would use 

lo n g i tu d in a l  d a ta  and examine s t a t e  d i f fe re n c e s  or

s i m i l a r i t i e s  over tim e. A re g io n a l  a n a ly s i s , however, w i l l

a llow  a t e s t  of t h i s  concept a t  one p o in t in  tim e. Inform al 

and formal s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s  th a t  a f f e c t  the  r a t e  of v io l e n t  

d e a th  may be s im i la r  among s t a t e s  t h a t  a re  lo c a te d  in  th e  

same reg io n . For th e se  reaso n s , a reg io n a l a n a ly s is  was 

used .

To examine the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  inve rse  v a r i a t i o n  among 

th e  forms of v io le n t  d e a th  in each reg ion , b iv a r i a t e  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  were c a lc u la te d .  The cases fo r  a l l  s t a t e s  in a

p a r t i c u l a r  reg io n  ( e .g .  th e  South) were s e l e c te d ,  and

b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were c a lc u la te d  w ith  SPSSX fo r  a l l  

dependent v a r ia b le  com binations. For example, Table 5.3 

g iv e s  the b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of a l l  dependent v a r ia b le s  

f o r  white m ales in th e  Southern reg ion  of th e  United S ta te s .  

The next s e c t io n  d is c u s s e s  the  a n a ly s i s  of th e  da ta  fo r  each 

race~and-sex  ca teg o ry .
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The a n a ly s is  w i l l  be d iv ided  in to  s e c t io n s  based on the  

fo u r  race-and-sex  c a te g o r ie s .  Within each s e c t io n ,  th e  

r e s u l t s  a r e  p resen ted  in  two s u b c a te g o r ie s ,  one d isc u ss in g  

whether or no t th e re  i s  reg io n a l  c o n t in u i ty  in th e  r a te s  of 

combined v io le n t  d e a th ,  and ano ther d isc u ss in g  th e  r e s u l t s  

o f exam ination of th e  d a ta  f o r  inve rse  v a r i a t io n  among the 

fo u r  types of v io le n t  dea th . A d isc u ss io n  follow s th e  

a n a ly s i s .

White Males

Regional C o n t in u i ty . As can be seen in F igu re  5 .1 ,  th e  

r a t e s  of v io le n t  d ea th  in th e  N ortheas t f o r  white males a re  

c lu s te r e d  between 60 and 75 dea ths  per 100,000, w ith  the 

ex cep tio n  of Maine and Vermont. The r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death 

i n  Maine and Vermont were h igher  than average , su gges ting  an 

in c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  in the  r a te s  of combined v i o l e n t  death 

in  the  N o rth eas t .  In the  N o rth cen tra l  reg io n , as seen  in 

F ig u re  5 .2 ,  th e  r a t e s  fo r  most s t a t e s  a r e  c lu s te re d  between 

72 and 85 d ea ths  per 100,000. The p a t t e r n  for th e  

N o r th c e n t ra l  i s  s im i la r  to  t h a t  of th e  N o rth eas t .  In the  

South (F igure  5 .3 ) ,  r a te s  become more d i s p a r a te ,  w ith  

s e v e ra l  s t a t e s  having extrem ely  low r a t e s  and s e v e ra l  having 

extrem ely  high r a t e s .  Except fo r  th e se  extrem es, th e  

m a jo r i ty  of s t a t e s  c lu s te r e d  between 100 and 120 d ea th s  per 

100,000. In F igure  5 .4  i t  can be seen t h a t  the Western 

reg io n  of th e  United S ta te s  has the  l a r g e s t  v a r i a t i o n  in
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Table 5.1. Correlation Matrix of Dependent Variables, White Males: 
Northeast

1. 2. 3. 4.

1. Motor Vehicle Acc. Death 1.000
2. Other Aocidental Death .642 1.000
3. Suioide .794 .687 1.000
4. Homicide i • to CO —a -.202 -.451 1.000
5. Combined Violent Death .903 .829 .895 -.194
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T able 5 . 2 .  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  f o r  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  W hite M ales: 
N o r th c e n tr a l

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . Motor V e h ic le  Aoo. D eath 1 .0 0 0 •

2 .  O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath .8 4 4 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e .3 5 6 .0 8 6 1 ,000
4 .  H om icide - . 0 6 7 - .2 9 4 .262 1 .0 0 0
5* Combined V io le n t  D eath .9 5 5 .8 7 8 .434 .0 7 3
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T a b le  5 . 3 .  C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D epend en t V a r ia b le s , W hite M ales:  
S outh

1. 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 .  Motor V e h ic le  A co. D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 .  O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath .7 6 2 1 .0 0 0
3* S u ic id e .4 1 4 .1 7 8 1 .0 0 0
4 .  H om icide .6 8 4 .4 4 5 .6 2 5 1 .000
5 .  Combined V io le n t  D eath .9 4 5 .826 .5 6 8 .809
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T a b le  5 .4 .  C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D epend en t V a r ia b le s ,  W hite M ales:  
W est

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 .  Motor V e h ic le  A cc. D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 .  O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath .2 3 5 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e .6 7 8 - .0 9 3 1 .0 0 0
4 .  Hom icide .5 0 1 .1 8 3 .6 4 0 1 .0 0 0
5 .  Combined V io le n t  D eath .8 0 2 .691 .5 9 2 .661
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r a t e s  of combined v io l e n t  dea th  fo r  w hi te  males.  Rates a re  

grouped between 90 and 120 d ea th s  per 100,000, bu t  s e v e ra l  

s t a t e s  have r a t e s  above 140 (Alaska, Nevada, New Mexico, and 

Wyoming).

The p a t t e r n s  of the  r a t e s  of combined v i o l e n t  death in 

the  fou r  reg ions  show l i t t l e  co n s is te n cy .  The p a t t e r n s  do 

not  suppor t  the  premise of th e  theory of the  f u n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  a co n s tan t  o v e r a l l  l e v e l  of dea th  e x i s t s  in 

reg ions  of the  United S t a t e s .

Inverse  V a r i a t i o n . According to  f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

theo ry ,  d i f f e r e n t  types of v i o l e n t  dea th  should be in v e r s e ly  

r e l a t e d .  One way to  measure fo r  any p o s s ib le  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between two v a r i a b l e s  is  w ith  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s .  I t  

would be expected ,  according to  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

th e o ry ,  t h a t  forms of v i o l e n t  death  such as s u ic id e  which i s  

inwardly d i r e c t e d ,  and homicide which i s  outwardly d i r e c t e d ,  

would be in v e r s e ly  r e l a t e d .  The b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  

a lso  g ive  i n d i c a t io n s  as to  th e  na tu re  of a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s ,  

whether they a re  more inwardly or outwardly d i r e c t e d .

Table 5.1 l i s t s  the b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  among the 

four forms of v i o l e n t  death  fo r  white males in the  

N ortheas te rn  region  of the  United S t a t e s .  For white  males,  

the  c o r r e l a t i o n  between homicide and s u ic id e  ( - .451)  i s  in  

the expected d i r e c t i o n ,  suppor t ing  the  theory  of the  

fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .  S u ic ide  and motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  were h igh ly  and p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  

i n d i c a t in g  t h a t  f o r  white m ales ,  motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ts  may



be a form of behavior s im i la r  t o  su ic id e .  Other a c c id e n ta l  

d ea th s  were again p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  s u ic id e .  In 

t h e  N o r th c e n t ra l ,  s u i c id e  and homicide a r e  weakly but 

p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  the  o p p o s i t e  of the  N ortheas te rn  

reg ion .  Motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  deaths and s u ic id e s  were, 

however, ag a in  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d .  In t h e  South, su ic id e  

and homicide a re  s t r o n g ly  and p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  ( .6 2 5 ) ,  

as  a re  motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  and homicide. In the 

West, s u i c id e  and homicide a re  a l s o  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  

as  a re  s u i c id e  and motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  and 

homicide and motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s .  The lack  of a 

c o n s i s t e n t  inve rse  p a t t e r n  of c o r r e l a t i o n  does not lend 

suppor t  to  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory.  The f in d in g s  do 

suppo r t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in the  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  aggress ion  (inward or outward). Support fo r  a 

c u l t u r e  of v io lence  p e r s p e c t iv e  i s  enhanced by th i s  

p re l im in a ry  in v e s t i g a t i o n .

Black Males

Regional c o n t i n u i t y . The r a t e s  of combined v i o l e n t  

d ea th  for  b la ck  males show even g r e a t e r  v a r i a t i o n  w i th in  the  

fo u r  reg ions  than did the  r a t e s  f o r  white males .  F igure  5.5 

shows the r a t e s  of combined v i o l e n t  death f o r  s t a t e s  in the 

N ortheas t .  The r a t e s  vary from a low of 20.99 in Maine to  a 

h igh  of 155.04 in Vermont. The m ajor i ty  of th e  N ortheas te rn  

s t a t e s  had r a t e s  in th e  range o f  100 to  120 deaths  per 

100,000. In  the N or thcen t ra l  r eg io n ,  r a t e s  were even more
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Table 5 . 5 .  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  B la ck  M ales: 
N o r th e a s t

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h lo le  A cc . D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 . O th er A o c id e n ta l D ea th .8 0 4 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e - . 7 8 7 - .8 5 1 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icid e i • oo - . 3 6 6 .5 5 2 1 .0 0 0
5 .  Combined V io le n t  D ea th .2 4 8 .0 9 2 .1 8 9 .8 8 7
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T able  5 . 6 .  C o r r e la t io n  M a trix  f o r  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  B lack  M a les:  
N o r th c e n tr a l

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A oo. Death 1 .0 0 0
•

2 .  O th er  A c c id e n ta l  D eath .2 8 3 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e .086 .8 3 2 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide . i l l  1 .8 6 8 .6 6 1 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .491 .9 3 8 .7 5 9 .970
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T a b le  5 .7 *  C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  B lack  M a les:  
S o u th

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A cc. D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 . O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath .675 1 .0 0 0
3 . S u ic id e - .2 7 1 - .4 5 5 1 .0 0 0
i». H om icide .1 9 4 .0 2 0 —. 270 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .7 6 6 .6 3 7 - . 3 5 3 .7 1 9
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T able 5 . 8 .  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s *  B la c k  M ales: 
V est

1 . 2 . 3- 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A c c .  Death 1 .0 0 0
2 .  O th er  A c c id e n ta l  D eath .0 9 5 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e - .1 6 3 - .1 2 5 1 .0 0 0
1). H om icid e .2 8 5 .2 2 6 - .2 2 3 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .4 7 9 .4 5 2 .1 3 4 .8 5 3



d i s p a r a t e .  North Dakota recorded no v i o l e n t  d e a th s ,  o f  any 

type ,  f o r  black males over t h e  f iv e  year  per iod  from 1980- 

1984. South Dakota a l so  had an extremely low r a t e ,  28.43 

d ea th s  per 100,000. Host s t a t e s  in the  N o r th cen t ra l  region 

had combined v i o l e n t  death r a t e s  near 125. Figure 5 .7  

dem onstra tes  t h a t  th e  Southern s t a t e s  a l l  had r e l a t i v e l y  

high r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death f o r  black males .  Delaware had 

the  low es t  death  r a t e  (103.28) , while Texas had th e  h ig h e s t  

(1 5 3 .8 0 ) .  The Southern r eg io n  had the  s m a l le s t  amount of 

v a r i a t i o n  for r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death among black m ales ,  with 

a l l  o f  the  s t a t e s  in  the r eg io n  having h igh  r a t e s .  The West 

(F ig u re  5 .8 ) ,  a l s o  had c o n s i s t e n t l y  high r a t e s ,  w i th  th e  

ex c ep t io n  of Hawaii (59.89) and Wyoming (85 .02) .  Although 

some s t a t e s  w i th in  each r eg io n  c l u s t e r  a t  a s im i la r  l e v e l ,  

no c l e a r  p a t t e r n  of c o n t in u i ty  emerges. For black males ,  as 

w ell  a s  white m ales ,  f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory does not 

p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  exp lana t ion  of v a r i a t i o n  in the r a t e s  of 

v i o l e n t  death.

Inverse  V a r i a t i o n . The b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  provide 

i n t e r e s t i n g  d a ta  regarding th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among t h e  four 

types  o f  v io le n t  dea th .  In th e  N ortheas t  (Table 5 . 5 ) ,  

s u i c i d e  and homicide a re  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  (.552) fo r  

b lack  males, t h e  reverse  of t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  white 

m ales .  Motor v e h i c l e  a c c id e n t s  are n e g a t iv e ly  r e l a t e d  to 

both  s u ic id e  and homicide, b u t  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with 

o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  dea th s .  For black males in the N o r th eas t ,  

the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of a c c id e n ta l  deaths t o  o the r  forms of
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v i o l e n t  death i s  no t  c l e a r .  In the  N orthcen t ra l  r eg ion  

(Table 5 . 6 ) ,  a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  of the  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between su ic id e  and homicide emerges. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between a c c id e n ta l  deaths and o the r  forms of v i o l e n t  death 

a re  much s t ro n g e r  in  the  N o r th cen t ra l  reg ion .  Motor veh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea ths  a re  modera te ly  and p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  

with homicide. Other a c c id e n ta l  deaths  a re  p o s i t i v e l y  

c o r r e l a t e d  with  bo th  homicide and s u i c id e .  In th e  South and 

the  West (Tables 5 .7  and 5 . 8 ) ,  however, th e re  i s  a weak 

n e g a t iv e  a s s o c i a t i o n  between su ic id e  and homicide, c l o s e r  to  

the  p a t t e r n  of w hi te  males. The p a t t e r n s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

among th e  forms of  v io l e n t  dea th  w ith in  the  four reg ions  fo r  

b lack  males i s  ve ry  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  The h igh ly  e r r a t i c  

p a t t e r n  of c o r r e l a t i o n s  i s  n o t  suppo r t ive  of f u n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  th e o ry .

White Females

Regional c o n t i n u i t y . F igu re  5.9 shows t h a t  i n  the  

N o r th eas t ,  white  female r a t e s  of combined v io le n t  dea th  have 

g r e a t  c o n t in u i ty .  The sp read  between th e  lowest r a t e  (Rhode 

I s la n d  27.21) and the  h ig h e s t  r a t e  (Pennsylvania 29.78) i s  a 

mere 2.57 dea ths  per  100,000. The o th e r  reg ions ,  as  seen in 

F igu re s  5.10 th rough  5 .12 ,  show a s i m i l a r  c o n s is te n c y .

Rates in  the West and South were h ig h e s t .  White females ,  as 

d i sc u sse d  in Chapter  fou r ,  have the  lowest  r a te s  of  v io le n t  

dea th  of a l l  t h e  race-sex  c a t e g o r i e s .  The West, as  seen in 

F igure  5 .12 ,  showed the g r e a t e s t  v a r i a t i o n ,  with a low of 

29.81 (Hawaii) and a high o f  57.08 (Nevada). The c o n t in u i ty
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Figure 5.11.  Rates o f V iolent Death for White Females 1980-84: South
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T ab le  5 . 9 .  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  o f  D epend en t V a r ia b le s, W hite  
F e m a le s : N o r th e a s t

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 .  M otor V e h ic le  A cc . D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 .  O th er  A c c id e n ta l  D eath - . 3 3 2 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u io id e .5 4 6 .1 2 4 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide

<S3-o
■ - .6 3 9 - .1 6 5 1 .0 0 0

5 .  Combined V io le n t  D eath .6 1 6 .4 6 9 .7 9 2 - .3 1 7
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T able 5 * 1 0 . C o r r e la t io n  M a trix  f o r  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  W hite F em a le s:  
N o r th c e n tr a l

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A cc . D eath 1 .0 0 0 •
2 .  O th er A c c id e n ta l  D eath .591 1 .0 0 0
3* S u ic id e - .2 6 7 - .1 4 6 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide .0 3 4 .0 5 7 .8 5 3 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .6 8 5 .8 4 8 .2 7 9 .5 0 4
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T a b le  5 .1 1 .  C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  W hite F em a le s:  
S o u th

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A c c . Death 1 .0 0 0
2 . O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath .661 1 .0 0 0
3 . S u ic id e .4 4 0 .1 0 8 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide .701 .451 .6 7 5 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V i o l e n t  D eath .941 .7 4 2 .6 2 2 .8 2 6
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T able 5 . 1 2 .  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  W hite F em a les:  
W est

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h io le  A co . D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 .  O ther A c c id e n ta l  D eath .4 6 8 1 .0 0 0
3 .  S u ic id e .7 0 6 .0 8 8 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide .5 7 6 .1 4 8 .8 6 7 1 .0 0 0
5 .  Combined V io le n t  D eath .9 0 7 .5 4 3 .8 5 4 .805
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T able 5 .1 3 *  C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  B la ck  
F e m a le s : N ortheas t

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A c c . Death 1 .000
2 .  O th er A c c id e n ta l  Death .625 1 .0 0 0
3 . S u ic id e .071 .0 8 8 1 .0 0 0

H om icide .146 .6 8 0 .4 6 6 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  Death .642 .9 2 3 .4 0 7 .8 2 4
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T able 5 * 1 4 . C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  fo r  D ependent V a r ia b le s ,  B lack  F em a les:  
N o r th c e n tr a l

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h lo le  A cc . D eath 1 .0 0 0
2 . O th er A c c id e n ta l  D eath .6 2 9 1 .0 0 0
3 . S u ic id e .6 3 3 .529 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide .8 6 7 .6 8 9 .6 8 5 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .8 6 5 .904 .7 1 7 .9 1 9
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T able 5 .1 5 *  C o r r e la t io n  M atrix  o f  Dependent V a r ia b le s ,  B la c k  F em ales: 
South

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A c c . Death 1 .0 0 0
2 . O th er  A c c id e n ta l  Death .139 1 .0 0 0
3 . S u ic id e .107 .0 5 1 1 .000
4. H om icid e .1 2 3 - .2 0 6 - .3 2 1 1 .0 0 0
5 . Combined V io le n t  D eath .637 .651 .023 .4 4 3
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T able 5 * 1 6 . C o r r e la t io n  M a tr ix  o f  D ep en d en t V a r ia b le s ,  B lack  F e m a le s :  
W est

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 .

1 . M otor V e h ic le  A cc. D eath
2 . O ther A c c id e n t a l  D eath

1 .0 0 0
- .0 0 9 1 .0 0 0 ■

3 .  S u ic id e .1 3 5 .569 1 .0 0 0
4 . H om icide - . 0 3 5 .789 .2 5 2 1 .0 0 0
5 .  Combined V io le n t  D eath .5 5 8 .7 9 5 .5 9 2 .7 1 2
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w ith in  each region f o r  white females suppor ts  f u n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  theo ry .  The lack  of  support  from o th e r  sex -race  

g roup ings ,  however, in d ic a t e s  t h a t  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

theory  may not  provide the b e s t  ex p lan a t io n  fo r  v a r i a t i o n  in 

the  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death w i th in  the fou r  regions of the 

United S t a t e s .

In v e rse  V a r i a t i o n . In t h e  N ortheas t  (Table 5.9)  , the  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between su ic ide  and homicide fo r  white  females 

i s  weak and neg a t iv e  ( - .1 6 5 ) .  The only r e l a t i o n s h i p s  th a t  

a r e  h ig h ly  c o r r e l a t e d  are  s u i c id e  and motor v eh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  death (.546) and o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  and 

homicide ( - .6 3 9 ) .  The p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between su ic id e  

and motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  white  females may use v e h ic le s  

to  commit s u ic id e .  This p a t t e r n  is  s im i la r  to  t h a t  of white 

males. In  the  N o r th c en t ra l ,  South and West (Tables 5 .10 -  

5.12) th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between su ic id e  and homicide i s  both 

s trong  and p o s i t i v e ,  the  o p p o s i t e  of what would be expected 

from a f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  p e r s p e c t iv e .  Rates of v io le n t  

dea th  t h a t  a r e  o th e r - d i r e c t e d  and s e l f - d i r e c t e d  do no t  vary 

in v e r s e ly  in  the white  female sample.

Black Females

Regional C o n t in u i ty . As can be seen in F igures  5 .13-  

5 .16 ,  r a t e s  of combined v i o l e n t  death vary widely w i th in  

each r eg io n .  O v e ra l l ,  the r a t e s  of combined v i o l e n t  death 

fo r  b lack  females a r e  s im i la r  t o  r a t e s  fo r  white fem ales .
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The r a t e s  a re  s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  in t h e  West. Black females 

w i th in  s e v e ra l  s t a t e s  in d i f f e r e n t  reg ions  experienced no 

dea ths  from v i o l e n t  causes  during t h e  f ive  yea r  period from 

1980-1984. For example, Vermont, North Dakota, and Montana 

a l l  had r a te s  of zero. In  the  N o r th eas t  and North c e n t r a l  

r e g io n s ,  r a t e s  o f  v i o l e n t  death c l u s t e r e d  between 30 and 40 

dea ths  per  100,000, express ing  high reg iona l  c o n t i n u i t y .

The South and West had s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r ,  but a g a in  c o n s i s t e n t  

r a t e s  of  v io le n t  dea th .  Rates of v i o l e n t  dea th  for  females 

both b lack  and w h i te ,  b e s t  support  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  

theo ry .

Inverse  V a r i a t i o n . Among the  in d iv id u a l  forms of 

dea th ,  c o r r e l a t i o n  w ith in  each of t h e  four r eg io n s  is  aga in  

o p p o s i te  to the  expected p a t t e r n  of inverse  v a r i a t i o n  among 

forms of s e l f  and o th e r -d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  In  th e  N ortheas t  

(Table 5 .1 3 ) ,  s u i c id e  and homicide a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  and 

m odera te ly  r e l a t e d  ( .4 6 6 ) .  This p a t t e r n  is  repea ted  in th e  

N o r th cen t ra l  and Western reg ions .  In  the South (Table 

5 .1 6 ) ,  however, th e  expected in v e rse  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is  ev id en t  

( - .321)  . The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among th e  other  forms of 

v i o l e n t  death a r e  weak in  the  N o r th ea s t ,  South and West. In 

the  N o r th c e n t r a l  reg ion ,  s trong and p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

occurred  among a l l  forms of v i o l e n t  death ,  a p a t t e r n  

completely  o p p o s i te  to what would be expected using a 

f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  p e r s p e c t iv e .
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The a n a ly s i s  of r eg io n a l  v a r i a t i o n  in  r a t e s  of v io l e n t  

d ea th  did n o t  lend suppor t  to  the  theory of the  f u n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  Rates of combined v i o l e n t  dea th  va r ied  g r e a t ly  

w i th in  each reg ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  males.  For females ,  

t h e  v a r i a t i o n  was not as g r e a t ,  but  th e re  were f re q u en t  

o u t l i e r s .  F unc t iona l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory suggested t h a t  

r a t e s  of combined v io l e n t  dea th  w ith in  a reg ion  should be 

s t a b l e ,  i n d i c a t in g  c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  c o n t ro l  

over v io l e n t  dea th .  The da ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  theo ry  i s  

n o t  adequate a t  p r e d ic t in g  p a t t e r n s  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  

F unc t iona l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory  may be b e s t  a t  ex p la in ing  

forms of deviance t h a t  a r e  more s u s c e p t ib le  t o  the  s o c i a l  

c o n t ro l  agendas and the  ca r ry in g  c a p a c i ty  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 

c o n t r o l .  Another p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  l o n g i t u d in a l  d a ta  

a n a ly s i s  may be necessary  to  b e t t e r  determine o v e r a l l  

p a t t e r n s  of combined v i o l e n t  dea th .

A second im p l ica t io n  of fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory  

would be t h a t  as one form of deviance in c re a se d ,  o th e r  forms 

would tend to  dec rease .  This was not supported  e i t h e r .  

Across a l l  race  and sex c a t e g o r i e s ,  r a t e s  of homicide and 

s u i c id e  were p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  in a t  l e a s t  two of the  

reg ions  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  For white  males and females ,  

t h e  expected inve rse  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was found only in the  

N or theas t .  For a l l  o the r  reg ions  a p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

was found between homicide and s u i c i d e .  For black males,  

t h e  South and West had in v e rse  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between



homicide and s u i c id e ,  b u t  th e  N or theas t  and N or thcen t ra l  

r eg io n s  showed a p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For black fem ales ,  

th e  South was the  only reg ion  with an inve rse  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

The d a ta  show t h a t  homicide and s u ic id e  a re  p o s i t i v e l y  

r e l a t e d  fo r  many regions of the  United S t a t e s .  The re g io n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  d e a th ,  and th e  p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  between s u i c id e  and homicide in th e  sex -race  

p a i r i n g s  su g g e s t  t h a t  a t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p la n a t io n  such as th e  

s u b c u l tu r e  of v io lence  may be more u s e fu l .  I f  the p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  between s u ic id e  and homicide hold  up when a l l  

s t a t e s  from each region a re  c o r r e l a t e d  t o g e th e r ,  the re  w i l l  

be even more support  fo r  a theory t h a t  ex p la in s  both s e l f  

and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .

Chapter s ix  w i l l  d i s c u s s  the  r e s u l t s  of th e  r e g re s s io n  

an a ly se s  used to  examine the  s u b c u l tu re  of v io lence  t h e s i s  

and r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  d ea th .



REGRESSION RESULTS: VIOLENT DEATH AND THE
SUBCULTURE OF VIOLENCE

CHAPTER VI

This chap ter  p r e s e n t s  the f in d in g s  from reg ress ion  

ana lyses  of th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  forms of v i o l e n t  

death ( s u i c i d e ,  homicide, motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th ,  

o ther  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th ,  and combined v i o l e n t  death) and th e  

su b cu l tu re  of v io len ce .  In Chapter four i t  was hypothesized 

t h a t  the  h ighe r  a s t a t e ' s  leve l  of l e g i t im a te  v io len ce ,  th e  

higher th e  r a t e  of v i o l e n t  dea th .  This ch ap te r  w i l l  t e s t  

t h i s  hypo thes is  with each form of  v io l e n t  d ea th .

This chap te r  i s  d iv ided  in to  two s e c t i o n s .  The f i r s t  

s e c t io n  summarizes th e  p re l im ina ry  f in d in g s .  In t h i s  

s e c t io n ,  th e  data a re  examined, checking f o r  p o ss ib le  

problems w ith  the use of an o rd in a ry  l e a s t  squares 

r eg re ss io n  model. Two s p e c i f i c  problems a r e  examined, th e  

problem of  ou t ly ing  ca se s  among th e  dependent v a r i a b l e s ,  and 

m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y  among the independent v a r i a b l e s .  The 

e f f e c t s  of p r e d ic to r  and co n t ro l  v a r i a b le s  on ra te s  of 

v io l e n t  d ea th  are  p re sen ted  us ing  ze ro -o rd e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s .

The second s e c t i o n  p re se n ts  th e  f i n a l  r eg re s s io n  

es t im a tes  of each of t h e  twenty models ( e . g .  white female 

homicide r a t e ,  black male s u ic id e  r a t e ,  b la ck  female o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  death  r a t e ,  white male motor v e h i c l e  a c c id e n ta l  

death r a t e ,  and white  female combined v i o l e n t  death r a t e ) . 

The r e s u l t s  of the models a re  compared and d iscussed  w i th in
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t h e  contex t  of th e  su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and o th e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e  argument.

P re l im inary  F indings

The d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  in Chapter four  show th a t  

o u t ly in g  cases  a re  p re se n t  among the  dependent v a r i a b l e s .  

Some of these  cases  a re  high due to  th e  la rge  number of 

d e a th s  (such as  white male homicide in  Texas) and rep rese n t  

a t r u l y  high inc idence  of v io l e n t  d e a th .  A l a r g e  number of 

the  extremely high and low sc o re s ,  however, a re  caused by 

random small sample v a r i a b i l i t y .  In s t a t e s  w i th  extremely 

small  p o p u la t io n s ,  for  example a low number of b lack  

fem ales ,  few or no deaths  of a p a r t i c u l a r  type may be 

recorded  dur ing  the  f iv e  year  per iod  under s tu d y .  The small  

samples cause r a t e s  to  appear  ex tremely  high when a few 

d ea th s  do o ccu r ,  and extremely  low when no dea ths  occur.

To c o n t ro l  fo r  the  problem of o u t ly in g  c a s e s ,  each 

independent v a r i a b l e  was examined. Any cases w i th  values 

g r e a t e r  than two s tandard  d ev ia t io n s  from the  mean were 

recoded with va lues  equal to  two s tan d a rd  d e v ia t io n s  from 

t h e  mean. This  procedure allows th e  number of ca ses  to  s t a y  

th e  same (N=50), while c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  skewness in  the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Each v a r i a b l e  was saved as an o u t l i e r  

a d ju s te d  v e r s io n  of the  o r i g i n a l  v a r i a b l e .  The o u t l i e r  

a d ju s te d  v e r s io n s  of the  dependent v a r i a b le s  were used in 

a l l  r e g re s s io n  an a ly se s .
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C o r r e l a t io n  A n a ly s i s

The z e r o - o r d e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  each ty p e  o f  v i o l e n t

dea th  a re  d isp lay ed  in  Table 6 .1 .  Examination of the

c o r r e l a t i o n s  show t h a t  s e v e ra l  of th e  independent v a r i a b l e s

a r e  modera te ly  c o r r e l a t e d .  P ercen t  below th e  poverty l i n e

has a c o r r e l a t i o n  of .65 with Confederate  South ,  and a

c o r r e l a t i o n  of .60 with  p e rcen t  b la ck .  P e rcen t  black and

Confedera te  South a l s o  have a moderate c o r r e l a t i o n ( .7 7 ) .

These c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of

m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y  in m u l t i v a r i a t e  reg re s s io n  an a ly se s .  To

t e s t  fo r  m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y ,  each of the  suspec t  v a r i a b l e s ,

p e rc e n t  b la ck ,  percen t  below pover ty  and Confedera te  South,

were reg ressed  a g a in s t  a l l  o the r  independent v a r i a b l e s .  I f
2m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y  e x i s t s ,  an ex tremely  high a d ju s te d  R i s

r ep o r ted  in  th e  r e g re s s io n  r e s u l t s  (Tabachnick and F i d e l l
2

1983).  The presence  of a very high ad jus ted  R would be 

i n t e r p r e t e d  as an i n d i c a t io n  th a t  t h e  independent v a r i a b l e  

in  q u es t io n  does not  ex p la in  anything in a d d i t i o n  to  what i s  

being expla ined  by a l l  the  other  v a r i a b l e s .  No evidence of 

m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y  was found using t h i s  p rocedure ,  so a l l  of 

the  independent v a r i a b l e s  were kept in the o r i g i n a l  

r e g r e s s io n  model.

C o r r e la t io n  a n a ly s i s  i s  im por tan t  in i d e n t i f y in g  

v a r i a b l e s  which should have an in f lu e n c e  on th e  o v e ra l l  

v i o l e n t  dea th  r a t e .  The ze ro -o rde r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  

which v a r i a b l e s  in f lu e n c e  r a te s  of v io l e n t  d e a th .  The 

c o r r e l a t i o n  does no t ,  however, c o n t r o l  for t h e  e f f e c t s  of
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Table 6.1 Zero-Order Correlations

Variable 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

1. X  HETROPOLITAN, 1980 1.000
2. X OF POP. AGED 18-24,1980 -.173 1.000
3. % Of POP. BELOH POVERTY,80 -.340 -.081 1.000
4. LEGITIMATE VIOLENCE,1980 -.008 .370 .153 1.000
5. REG10S:1=C0EFEDEHATE SOOTH -.023 -.040 .654 .319 1.000
6. DIVORCE RATE, 1980 -.075 -.017 -.026 .457 .044 1.000
7. X  Of POP BLACI, 1980 .188 -.103 .600 .211 .772 -.097 1.000
8. HV ACC:HHTB RLE,OUTLIER ADJ. -.415 .180 .467 .562 .374 .620 .154
9. HV ACC:BLE BALE,OUTLIER ADJ. .035 .084 .479 .514 .559 .333 .486
10.MV ACC:HHIR FEMLE.OOTLR ADJ. -.307 .163 .411 .570 .345 .703 .166
11.HV ACC:9LS FEMLE,ODTLB ADJ. .033 -.018 .079 .342 .183 .338 .139
12.OTHER ACC:Vi BL,OUTLIER ADJ. -.558 .302 .377 .490 .186 .555 -.049
13.OTHER ACC:B HL,OUTLIER ADJ. .086 -.171 .400 .184 .562 .272 .574
14.OTHER ACC:N EHL.OOTLR ADJ. -.371 .145 .202 .125 .068 .239 -.058
15.OTHER ACC:B EHL.OOTLR ADJ. .075 -.135 .128 -.091 .313 .072 .387
16.S0ICIDE:KHTE HLE.OOTLR ADJ. -.191 .181 .139 .543 .170 .688 -.085
17.S0ICIDE:BLE HLE.OOTLR ADJ. -.014 .016 -.300 .220 -.29! .282 -.355
18. SUICIDE:NBT EEHLE.OOTLR ADJ. .203 .112 .116 .497 .263 .615 .166
19.SUICIDE:BLI IBHLE.QUTLR ADJ. .314 .109 -.237 .069 -.127 .067 -.112
20.HOHICIDE:HHTE HL,OUTLIER ADJ. .238 .043 .327 .410 .329 .565 .259
21.H0HIC1DE.-BLI ML,OOTLR ADJ. .437 -.218 .060 .016 .119 .144 .259
22.HOHICIDE:KHT fEHL.OOTLR ADJ. .230 .164 .177 .540 .306 .649 .251
23.HOHICIDB:BLI EEHL,OOTLR ADJ. .386 -.041 -.195 .069 -.027 .402 -.023
24.VIOLERT DTI:N HL,OOTLR ADJ. -.341 .249 .347 .590 .278 .724 .050
25.VIOLERT DTH:B HL,OOTLR ADJ. .252 -.146 .318 .331 .414 .356 .449
26.VIOLEHT DTH:H EHL.OOTLR ADJ. -.163 .184 .316 .551 .308 .718 .150
27.VIOLENT DTH:B EHL.OOTLR ADJ. .199 -.092 .005 .154 .186 .355 .189
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th e  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  im por tan t  t o  ex e rc i s e  

c a u t io n  in th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of th e  ze ro -o rd e r  

c o r r e l a t i o n s .

Homicide. Examination of th e  z e ro -o rd e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

between the  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of homicide show 

t h a t  the  Index of  Leg i t im a te  Violence i s  moderately 

a s s o c ia te d  with  white male and female r a t e s ,  but poor ly  

a s s o c ia te d  with black male and female r a t e s .  The d ivorce  

r a t e  i s  a l s o  modera te ly  a s s o c ia te d  with r a t e s  of homicide 

among a l l  four  of the  sex and race  c a t e g o r i e s .

For white  males, th e  p a t t e r n  of b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

su g g es ts  t h a t  d iv o rce ,  c u l t u r a l  suppor t  fo r  l e g i t im a te  

v io le n c e ,  pover ty  and res idence  in the  South a l l  c o n t r ib u t e  

to  the  inc reased  r i s k  of homicide among white  males.

A s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  combination of s o c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in f lu e n c e  the r i s k  of homicide fo r  white 

females:  high d ivorce  r a t e ,  c u l t u r a l  suppor t  fo r  l e g i t im a te  

v io le n ce  and Southern re s id en ce .

The p a t t e r n s  fo r  b lack  males and females a re  v a s t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from those  fo r  w hites .  The s in g l e  most 

i n f l u e n t i a l  v a r i a b l e  f o r  black males is  u r b a n iz a t io n  

(pe rcen t  m e t r o p o l i t a n ) . For b lack  females ,  high d ivorce  

r a t e s  and a high degree of  u rb a n iz a t io n  a r e  a s s o c ia te d  with 

i n c re a s e s  in  th e  r i s k  of  homicide.

Severa l  v a r i a b l e s  a re  i d e n t i f i e d  as im portant  in  the  

inc reased  r i s k  of homicide: d ivo rce  r a t e ,  pe rcen t  

m e t ro p o l i ta n ,  l e g i t i m a t e  v io len ce  and Southern re s id en ce .
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Regression an a ly s i s  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  which i f  any of th e s e  

v a r i a b l e s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  when th e  e f f e c t s  of  a l l  th e  o th e r  

independent v a r i a b l e s  a re  c o n t r o l l e d .

Motor Vehicle A cc iden ta l  D ea th . The c o r r e l a t i o n  

between t h e  independent v a r i a b l e s  and the  r a t e s  of motor 

veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  are much s t ronger  than those  fo r  

homicide. The models fo r  white  and black males and white  

females show a s t rong  a s s o c ia t io n  between c u l t u r a l  suppo r t  

fo r  l e g i t i m a t e  v io le n c e  and motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  

For black females ,  t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  is  moderate.

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  most c l o s e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  with  white 

male and female motor veh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th  are s i m i l a r :  

c u l t u r a l  suppor t  of l e g i t im a te  v io lence ,  h ig h  divorce r a t e ,  

poverty  and low l e v e l s  of u rb an iz a t io n .

The r i s k  of motor vehic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  among black 

males i s  in f luenced  by a combination of c u l t u r a l  suppor t  for 

l e g i t im a te  v io le n ce ,  res idence  in  the South,  poverty and 

high co n c en t r a t io n s  of  b lacks .  The p a t t e r n  fo r  black 

females i s  l e s s  c l e a r .  Only c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  for l e g i t im a te  

v io lence  and divorce demonstrate  even mild a s s o c i a t i o n  with 

th e  r a t e  of  black female motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th .

S u i c i d e . The a s s o c i a t i o n s  with  s u i c i d e ,  as with 

homicide, break down along r a c i a l  l i n e s .  The p a t te rn  of 

black s u i c i d e  is  p o o r ly  expla ined  by t h i s  model. Among 

black m ales ,  only weak negative  a s s o c i a t i o n s  between poverty  

and p e rc e n t  black a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  su ic id e  a t  the  ze ro -o rd e r  

l e v e l .  The p a t t e r n  f o r  black females i s  s i m i l a r .  A h igh
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l e v e l  of u rb a n iz a t io n  and low l e v e l s  of poverty  inc rease  th e  

r i s k  of s u i c i d e .

High r a t e s  of d iv o rc e  and c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  

l e g i t im a te  v io lence  in c r e a s e  the r i s k  of s u ic id e  fo r  both 

white females  and males.  I t  is  hoped th a t  the  m u l t ip le  

reg re s s io n  models w i l l  be more d e s c r i p t i v e  than the  zero-  

order c o r r e l a t i o n s .

Other Accidenta l  D ea th . Other a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e s  

a r e  most s i m i l a r  for m a le s , black o r  white and fo r  females,  

black or w h i t e .  Male r a t e s  of o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  death a re  

b e t t e r  exp la ined  than a r e  female r a t e s .  This f ind ing  i s  due 

in  la rge  p a r t  to the g r e a t e r  involvement by males in more 

hazardous occupat ions  such as fa rm ing ,  mining and o ther  

e x t r a c t iv e  i n d u s t r i e s .  The male r a t e s  of o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  

dea th ,  as  shown in Chap te r  four,  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  higher 

than female r a t e s .  For white males ,  a combination of 

r u r a l i t y ,  h ig h  ra te s  o f  d ivorce ,  and c u l tu r a l  suppor t  fo r  

v io lence b e s t  explain in c re ase s  in  th e  r isk  of a c c id e n ta l  

death .  For black males ,  dense p o p u la t io n  by b la c k s ,  

res idence  in  the  South, and pover ty  c o n s t i t u t e  a combination 

of  so c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  i n c r e a s e  the r i s k  of 

a c c id e n ta l  dea th .

Black and white female r a te s  o f  other a c c id e n ta l  dea th  

a re  both p o o r ly  exp la ined  by the p re l im in a ry  model. C loser  

examination of the s t a t e  ranks of w hi te  and b la ck  female 

o the r  a c c i d e n t a l  dea th  r a t e s  from Chapter fo u r  r e v e a ls  t h a t  

th e re  i s  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  in the  r a t e s .  The la c k  of
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v a r i a t i o n  a f f e c t s  th e  amount of ex p lan a t io n  t h a t  can be 

provided by r e g re s s io n  a n a ly s i s ,  t h e r e f o r e  th e  r a t e s  of 

female o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  death  may n o t  be of much use in t h i s  

s tudy .  The r e g re s s io n  ana lyses  w i l l  provide f u r t h e r  

in fo rm ation  in order  t o  determine the  u t i l i t y  of these  

r a t e s .

Combined V io len t  Death . The p a t t e r n  of c o r r e l a t i o n s  

t h a t  b e s t  ex p la in  in c re ased  r i sk  of v io l e n t  dea th  for  white  

males in c lu d es  high r a t e s  of d iv o rce ,  s t rong  c u l t u r a l  

suppor t  fo r  l e g i t im a te  v io le n ce ,  g r e a t e r  pover ty  and lack  of 

u rb a n iz a t io n .  The combination of s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  fo r  

b lack  males d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y ,  inc lud ing  re s idence  in the  

South, l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  of b la c k s ,  and high d ivorce  

r a t e s .  For white  fem ales ,  high d ivorce  r a t e s ,  c u l t u r a l  

suppor t  fo r  l e g i t im a te  v io le n ce ,  and poverty  b e s t  exp la in  

in c re a se s  in  the  r i s k  of v io le n t  dea th .  The model fo r  b lack  

female combined v i o l e n t  dea th ,  as with  the in d iv id u a l  forms, 

i s  poorly expla ined by t h i s  r e sea rch  model, on ly  d ivorce  

r a t e  shows even a moderate ze ro -o rd e r  c o r r e l a t i o n .

D iscu ss io n . The ze ro -o rd e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  

s e v e r a l  v a r i a b l e s  which a re  h igh ly  c o r r e l a t e d  with  the  r a t e s  

of  v i o l e n t  dea th  a t  th e  b i v a r i a t e  l e v e l .  The d ivorce r a t e  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  expla ined  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  d e a th .  I f  t h i s  

f in d in g  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  in  the m u l t ip le  r e g re s s io n  an a ly se s ,  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  hypo thes is  w i l l  not be well suppor ted .  The 

L eg i t im a te  Violence Index showed moderate c o r r e l a t i o n s  with  

s e v e ra l  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  of v i o l e n t  death .  The Index was
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most s t r o n g ly  c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  r a t e s  of motor v eh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  d ea th .  The v a r i a b l e s  p e rc e n t  b la c k ,  Confederate  

South, and p e rce n t  m e tropo l i tan  were moderately a s s o c ia te d  

with t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of  v i o l e n t  death .  The p re l im ina ry  

a n a ly s i s  with ze ro -o rde r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  is  only mildly  

s u p p o r t iv e  of th e  o r i g i n a l  hypo thes is  th a t  c u l t u r a l  suppor t  

for  l e g i t i m a t e  v io lence  in c re a se s  th e  r i sk  of  v io le n t  d e a th .

I n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among the forms of v i o l e n t  d e a th . 

Table 6 .2  shows the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t o t a l  r a te s  of 

s u i c i d e ,  homicide, motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  and o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  d ea th .  As d iscussed  in Chapter f i v e ,  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  between the forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  can t e l l  us 

something about th e  n a tu re  of t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to one 

an o th e r .  Table 6.2 shows t h a t  even with t o t a l  r a te s  f o r  

b lacks  and w h i te s ,  males and females ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between s u ic id e  and homicide i s  p o s i t i v e .  This  f ind ing  i s  

c o n t r a d ic to r y  t o  e a r l i e r  research  such as Henry and S h o r t  

(1964) which found a n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  In f a c t ,  a l l  of 

the  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  a re  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  to one 

an o th e r .  These f in d in g s  support  th e  co n ten t ion  th a t  th e  

forms of v i o l e n t  death a r e  j u s t  d i f f e r e n t  exp ress ions  of 

ag g re s s io n .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between su ic id e  and motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death  i s  very s t ro n g  ( .7 0 8 ) ,  in d ic a t in g  

t h a t  th e s e  two forms of dea th  are very  s i m i l a r .  The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between homicide and motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ts  

was m odera te ly  p o s i t i v e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  may be a f r e e  f l o a t i n g  ty p e
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T a b le  6 . 2  Z ero -O rd er  C o r r e la t io n s ,  T o ta l  R a te s  o f  tb e  D i f f e r e n t  Forms 
o f  V i o l e n t  D eath

V a r ia b le  1 . 2 .  3*

1 . TOTAL HOMICIDE RATE, 1 9 8 0 -8 4  1 .0 0 0

2 .  TOTAL MV ACC. RATE, 1 9 8 0 -8 4  .4 6 5  1 .0 0 0

3 .  TOTAL OTHER ACC. RATE, 1 9 8 0 -8 4  .4 0 9  .6 1 2  1 .0 0 0

4 . TOTAL SUICIDE RATE, 1 9 8 0 -8 4  .2 9 8  .7 0 8  .2 9 7  1 .0 0 0
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of  a g g re s s iv e  behavior  where th e re  i s  l i t t l e  regard  for the  

l i f e  o f  o n e se l f  or  o th e r s .  A cc iden ta l  deaths  would f a l l  

somewhere in between s u i c id e  and homicide on a continuum of 

the  d i r e c t i o n  of a g g re s s io n ,  as contended in Chapter  two.

The r e g re s s io n  equa t ions  w i l l  f u r th e r  i d e n t i f y  i f  s im i la r  

s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ex p la in  the  d i f f e r e n t  forms of 

v i o l e n t  death .  The next s e c t io n  p r e s e n t s  the r e s u l t s  of the  

m u l t ip l e  r e g r e s s io n  an a ly ses  for  each of the  forms of 

v i o l e n t  death .

M ult ip le  Regression  Analyses

Tables 6 .3 through 6 .7  p re s e n t  th e  f i n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  

models of the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death 

and c u l t u r a l  suppo r t  for  l e g i t im a t e  v io le n ce .  The m ult ip le  

r e g r e s s io n  an a ly se s  were performed using  the backward 

e l im in a t io n  o p t io n  of the  SPSSX re g re s s io n  program. In the  

backward e l im in a t io n  p rocedure ,  the  f u l l  s e t  of p r e d ic to r  

and c o n t ro l  v a r i a b l e s  (Index of L eg i t im a te  V io lence ,  d ivorce  

r a t e ,  pe rcen t  po o r ,  p e rce n t  m e t ro p o l i ta n ,  p e rcen t  b lack ,  

Confedera te  South,  and p e r c e n t  aged 18-24) a r e  a l l  entered 

i n to  th e  r e g re s s io n  eq u a t io n .  A fte r  a l l  the  v a r i a b l e s  have 

been en te re d ,  cont inuous r e g re s s io n s  a r e  performed, 

e l im in a t in g  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  f a l l  below a s p e c i f i c  l e v e l  of 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  (p = .1 0 ) . The procedure  i s  repea ted  u n t i l  a l l  

the v a r i a b l e s  l e f t  in the  equation  have met the  c r i t e r i o n  

fo r  in c lu s io n .  Backward e l im in a t io n  re g re s s io n  provides  th e  

b es t  f i n a l  p r e d i c t i o n  equa t ion  because the model i s  based
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only  on s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e s .  The r e s u l t s  a re  d iscu ssed  by 

th e  type of v i o l e n t  dea th .  A summary d i s c u s s io n  fo l lo w s .

R esu l ts

Homicide. Table 6.3 p r e s e n t s  the f i n a l  r e g re s s io n

es t im a te s  of the  i n d i c a t o r s  of v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l

o r i e n t a t i o n  on sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of  homicide.

G la r in g ly  apparen t  i s  the  o b se rv a t io n  t h a t  support  f o r

L eg i t im a te  Violence# region ,  and percen t  b lack  did n o t

a t t a i n  s ig n i f i c a n c e  a t  the  .10 l e v e l  in any of the four

models. These f in d in g s  are  c o n t r a ry  to  th e  proposed
2

h y p o th e s is .  The a d ju s te d  R fo r  white males and females 

ex p la in  over s ix t y  p e rcen t  of th e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  

in  r a t e s  of homicide. Four s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ex p la in  

t h i s  v a r i a t i o n :  high divorce r a t e s ,  u rb an iz a t io n ,  pover ty

and g r e a t e r  p ro p o r t io n s  of young people in  th e  p opu la t ion .  

The d ivo rce  r a t e ,  an in d ic a to r  of s o c ia l  d i s o r g a n i z a t io n ,  

expla ined  a g r e a t  d ea l  of the  va r iance  in r a t e s  of homicide 

fo r  white  males and females.  Pover ty ,  o f t e n  used by 

r e s e a r c h e r s  as an i n d ic a to r  of s t r u c t u r a l  and economic 

f a c t o r s  t h a t  e f f e c t  homicide, was a lso  a s t ro n g  f a c t o r .

These f in d in g s  g ive  support  t o  s t r u c t u r a l  t h e o r i e s  of  

v io le n ce  and f a i l  t o  support  a s u b c u l tu r a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .

The f i n a l  r e g r e s s io n  models fo r  b lack  females and males 

exp la ined  much l e s s  of the s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  

homicide than did th e  models f o r  w hites .  The model f o r  

b lack  males e x p la in s  only twenty-one p e rcen t  of the var iance



Table 6.3 Final Regression Estimates of Measures of Violent Subcultural Orientation on Homicide Rates,
1980-84

W h ite  M ale  
H o m ic id e  V i c t i m

B la c k  M ale  
H o m ic id e  V i c t i m

W h ite  F em ale  
H o m ic id e  V i c t i m

B la c k  F em ale  
H o m ic id e  V i c t i m

s . e .  B e ta s . e .  B e ta s . e .  B e t a s . e .  B e t a

L e g i t i m a t e  V i o l e n c e

R e g io n  Dummy 
l = C o n f e d e r a t e  S o u th

% B la c k

% P o o r

% M e t r o p o l i t a n  

% P o p .  Aged 1 8 - 2 4  

D i v o r c e  R a te

A d j u s t e d  R^

*  = p < . 1 0 ,  * *  = p < . 0 5 ,  * * *  = p C .O l ,  * * * *  = p < .0 0 1

. 1 1 .5 3 1 . 4 9 *  .8 5 .2 4 .0 3 .3 7

e g * * * * . 0 2 .4 9 .4 9 * * * *  .1 3 .5 2 . 0 2 * * * * . 0 0 .4 6 .0 9 * * * *  . 0 3 .4 2

.9 0 * * .4 6 .1 8 .4 2 * * * .1 3 .2 8

1 0 4 * * * * .1 5 .6 2 .0 4 .7 0 .9 7 * * * *  .2 7 .4 3

.6 2 .2 1 • 64 .3 1
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Table 6.4 Final Regression Estimates of Measures of Violent Subcultural Orientation on Motor Vehicle
Accidental Death Rates, 1980-84

W h ite  M ale  
M otor V e h i c l e  

A c c i d e n t a l  D ea th

B la c k  M ale  
M otor  V e h i c l e  

A c c i d e n t a l  D e a th

W h ite  F em ale  
M otor V e h i c l e  

A c c i d e n t a l  D e a th

B la c k  F em ale  
M otor  V e h i c l e  

A c c i d e n t a l  D e a th

L e g i t i m a t e  V i o l e n c e

R e g io n  Dummy 
l = C o n f e d e r a t e  S o u th

7. B la c k

7> P o o r

% M e t r o p o l i t a n  

% P o p . A ged 1 8 - 2 4  

D i v o r c e  R a te

12* * *

s . e .  B e ta

, 8 6 * * * *  . 2 1  .3 5

- . 1 0 * * *  . 0 3  - . 2 6

1 .8 0 * * * *  . 3 3  . 4 8

s . e .  B e t a

. 0 4  . 2 9 . 21 * * * .0 6  .3 7

1 1 . 6 9 * * * *  3 . 0 7  .4 4

s . e .  B e t a

.0 4 'k'k'k

- .  02

. 0 1  . 2 5

.3 2 * * * *  . 0 8  . 3 4

. 0 1  - . 1 5

.8 3 * * * *  . 1 2  . 5 9

s . e .  B e t a

.0 8 * * * . 0 3  .3 4

A d j u s t e d  R^ .7 0 .4 1 . 7 2 .10

*  = p < . 1 0 ,  * *  = p < . 0 5 ,  * * *  = p < . 0 1 ,  * * * *  = p < .0 0 1

m
Ln



Table 6.5 Final Regression Estimates of Measures of Violent Subcultural Orientation on Suicide Rates,
1980-84

W h ite  M ale B la c k  M ale W h ite  F em ale B la c k  F em ale
S u i c i d e S u i c i d e S u i c i d e S u i c i d e

b s . e .  B e t a b s . e .  B e ta b s . e .  B e t a b s . e .  B e t a

L e g i t i m a t e  V i o l e n c e .0 7 * * *  . 0 3  .3 2 . 0 9 * *  . 0 4  . 3 1

R e g io n  Dummy
l= C o n f e d e r a t e  S o u th

% B la c k - . 1 3 * *  . 0 6  - . 2 6 - . 2 6 * * *  . 0 8  - . 4 2

% P oor . 3 6 * *  . 1 6  .2 6 .1 4 * * *  .0 6  . 2 8

% M e t r o p o l i t a n .0 3 * * *  .0 1  . 3 8 . 0 3 * *  . 0 1  .3 1

% P op . Aged 1 8 - 2 4 .4 9 * *  .2 4  . 2 1

D i v o r c e  R a te 1 . 1 0 * * * *  . 2 3  .5 2 .5 0 * * * *  . 0 8  .6 5

A d j u s t e d  R2 .5 5 .1 8 . 5 0

00o

*  * p < . 1 0 ,  * *  = p < .0 5 f * * *  = p < . 0 1 , * * * *  = pC. 0 0 1

1
5

6



Table 6.6 Final Regression Estimates of Measures of Violent Subcultural Orientation on Other Accidental
Death Rates, 1980-84

W h ite  M ale B la c k  M ale W h ite  F em a le B la c k  F em ale
O th e r  A c c i d e n t a l O th e r  A c c i d e n t a l O th e r  A c c i d e n t a l O th e r  A c c i d e n t a l

D e a th D e a th D ea th D e a th

b s . e . B e ta b s . e .  B e t a b s . e .  B e t a b s . e .  B e ta

L e g i t i m a t e  V i o l e n c e - . 0 9 * *  . 0 5  - . 3 1

R e g io n  Dummy
l = C o n f e d e r a t e  S o u th

% B la c k .7 6 * * * *  . 1 4  . 6 1 ,3 2 * * * *  . 0 9  . 4 8

7» P o o r .5 7 * * *  . 1 8 .2 9

% M e t r o p o l i t a n - . 1 1 * * * *  .0 3 - . 3 7 - . 0 3 * * *  . 0 1  - . 3 7

% P o p . Aged 1 8 - 2 4 2 . 4 5 * * *  .7 7 .2 7

D i v o r c e  R a te 1 .6 4 * * * *  .2 5 .5 4 1 . 7 1 * * *  . 5 7  .3 3 . 7 1 *  .4 1  . 2 6

A d j u s t e d  R^ .6 7 .4 1 . 1 2 . 1 8

* = p < . 1 0 ,  * *  = p < . 0 5 ,  * * *  = p < . 0 1 ,  * * * *  = p C .0 0 1

SJ1
' J



Table 6.7 Final Regression Estimates of Measures of Violent Subcultural Orientation on Combined Violent
Death Rates, 1980-84

W h ite  M ale  
Combined V i o l e n t  

D ea th

B la c k  M ale  
Combined V i o l e n t  

D ea th

W h ite  F em ale  
Combined V i o l e n t  

D e a th

B la c k  F em ale  
Combined V i o l e n t  

D e a th

s . e .  B e ta s . e .  B e t a s . e .  B e t a s . e .  B e ta

L e g i t i m a t e  V i o l e n c e . 22* *  .11 . 1 9

R e g io n  Dummy 
l = C o n f e d e r a t e  S o u th

% B la c k  

% P oor

% M e t r o p o l i t a n  

% P o p .  Aged 1 8 - 2 4  

D i v o r c e  R a te

- . 4 5 * *  .2 3

3 . 0 4 * * * *  .5 9

6 . 1 7 * * *  2 . 4 6

6 . 3 4 * * * *  .8 6

- .1 9

.4 6

. 21

. 6 3

4 . 2 5 * * * *  1 .0 7

.5 9 * * * *  . 1 6

5 .4 2 * * * *  1 . 5 4

.4 8

.4 5

.4 0

.6 6 * * * *  . 1 6

1 . 9 3 * * *  .7 2

2 . 1 0 * * * *  . 2 4

.3 5

.23

.1 1 *  .0 7

. 7 3  1 . 8 7 * * *  .6 7

.2 3

.37

A d j u s t e d  R^ . 7 5 .3 7 .66 . 1 4

*  = p < . 1 0 ,  * *  = p < . 0 5 , * * *  = p < . 0 1 ,  * * * *  = p < .0 0 1

♦
*

i
*

15
8
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i n  homicide v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  Only two v a r ia b le s  a t ta in e d  

s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  pe rcen t  poor and p e r c e n t  m e t ro p o l i ta n .  Again 

t h e  f i n a l  model suppor ts  a s t r u c t u r a l  r a the r  th a n  a c u l t u r a l  

e x p lan a t io n  o f  homicide, contrary  t o  the o r i g i n a l  

h y p o th e s is .  The model f o r  black females e x p la in s  t h i r t y - o n e  

p e rc e n t  of t h e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in homicide, but 

ag a in  only two v a r i a b l e s ,  percent m e tropo l i tan  and divorce 

r a t e  have any s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t .

Each of th e  f i n a l  models i n d i c a t e s  th a t  s t r u c t u r a l ,  n o t  

c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  bes t  exp la in  in c re a se d  r i sk  of  homicide 

v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  Three v a r ia b le s  t h a t  have been used in p a s t  

resea rch  to  measure c u l t u r a l  suppor t  for  v io le n c e  (the 

Leg i t im a te  Violence Index ,  percen t  b lack ,  and lo c a t io n  in 

t h e  Confederate  South) d id  not e x p la in  s i g n i f i c a n t  

pe rcen tages  of  the v a r i a t i o n  in sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  

of  homicide v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  Past r e se a rch  us ing  the 

Leg i t im a te  Violence Index has r e p o r te d  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  as 

t o  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  of th e  Index in  explain ing  homicide 

(Baron and S t r a u s  1985, 1986; Baron, Straus and J a f f e  1986).  

Baron and S t r a u s  (1986, p. 15) r e p o r t  th a t  c u l t u r a l  support  

f o r  l e g i t im a te  v io len ce ,  poverty and economic in e q u a l i ty  a r e  

a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  in exp la in ing  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  

v a r i a t i o n  in  the  t o t a l  homicide r a t e .  Several ex p lan a t io n s  

f o r  the la ck  of c o r r e l a t i o n  between homicide and c u l tu ra l  

suppor t  fo r  l e g i t im a te  vio lence a r e  possible* One 

ex p lan a t io n  i s  th a t  competing t h e o r i e s  of homicide, such as  

a s o c ia l  s t r e s s  model o r  an economic d e p r iv a t io n  model p rove
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t o  be b e t t e r  models for  exp la in in g  homicide than  c u l t u r a l  

ex p la n a t io n s .

Another p o s s ib le  ex p lan a t io n  is  t h a t  breaking the

homicide r a t e  i n t o  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  c a te g o r i e s  takes

away the e f f e c t  the  L eg i t im a te  Violence Index has on the

s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  of the  t o t a l  homicide r a t e .  For

example, i f  th e  r a t e  of b lack  male homicide i s  s t r o n g ly

c o r r e l a t e d  with  the  L eg i t im a te  Violence Index, t h e  white

male r a t e  is  moderately c o r r e l a t e d  and the white female r a t e

i s  weakly c o r r e l a t e d ,  when the  t o t a l  homicide r a t e  is

c o r r e l a t e d  with  the  Index, a s trong p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n

would occur based on the  s e p a ra te  e f f e c t s .  I f  t h i s  is  the

c a s e ,  the  Index of Leg i t im a te  Violence i s  not an adequate

measure of c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  v io le n ce .  To t e s t  t h i s

assumption, a reg re s s io n  model using th e  t o t a l  1980-84

homicide r a t e  as the  dependent v a r i a b l e  was run. I f  the

r e s u l t s  using a t o t a l  homicide r a te  a r e  s im i la r  to  the

f in d in g s  of Baron and S t r a u s ,  then th e  c u r r e n t  resea rch  i s

supported .  The reg re ss io n  equation of the t o t a l  one-on-one
2homicide r a t e  f o r  the y ea rs  1980-84 had an ad ju s ted  R of 

.78. The Index of L eg i t im a te  Violence and Confederate 

South, however, d id  not a t t a i n  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  High r a te s  of 

d iv o rce ,  g r e a t e r  p ro p o r t io n s  of young and black persons ,  

u r b a n iz a t io n  and poverty b e s t  exp la in  th e  t o t a l  homicide 

r a t e .  These f in d in g s  a re  s im i la r  to  t h e  sex and race -  

s p e c i f i c  r a t e  f in d in g s  of th e  c u r r e n t  s tudy ,  n o t  the  

f in d in g s  by Baron and S t r a u s  (1986). The homicide r a t e  used
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by Baron and S t r a u s  was based on the  number of homicides 

known t o  the p o l i c e  in 1980 and was computed p e r  100,000 

p o p u la t io n .  The r a t e s  of homicide used in the  c u r r e n t  

s tudy ,  a s  d iscussed  in Chapter  four a r e  averaged r a te s  fo r  

the y e a r s  1980-84 expressed on a per year  b a s i s .  This type 

of r a t e  c a l c u l a t i o n  serves t o  s t a b i l i z e  random f l u c t u a t i o n s  

in the  yea r ly  r a t e .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  by us ing  an 

averaged r a t e ,  random f l u c t u a t i o n s  caus ing  the  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f in d in g s  by Baron and S t ra u s  were removed. F u r th e r  re sea rch  

w i l l  be necessary  to  determine i f  t h i s  is  the ca se .

Motor Vehic le  A cc iden ta l  Death. The f i n a l  reg re s s io n

models exp la in ing  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in th e  r a te s  of

motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th  are q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from th e

f i n a l  homicide models. The a b i l i t y  o f  the model to  ex p la in

v a r i a t i o n ,  however, i s  aga in  broken down along r a c i a l  l i n e s .

White male and female death  ra te s  a r e  bes t  expla ined  by th e
2model w ith  a d ju s ted  R ' s  of  .70 and .7 2 ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

2Black r a t e s  a re  l e s s  well explained (R =.41 fo r  black males 

and .10 fo r  black fem ales) .  Table 6 .4  shows t h a t  the Index 

of Leg i t im a te  Violence a t t a i n s  s ig n i f i c a n c e  in  a l l  four 

models. The f i n a l  models f o r  white females and males a re  

bes t  explained by a combination of s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

high r a t e s  of d iv o rc e ,  p o v e r ty ,  c u l t u r a l  support  of 

l e g i t i m a t e  v io le n c e ,  and r u r a l i t y  in  a s t a t e .  Both c u l t u r a l  

and s t r u c t u r a l  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  e f f e c t  th e  s t a t e - t o -  

s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .  The combination of e f f e c t s  suppor ts  th e  

su gges t ion  in Chapter  two t h a t  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l
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I f  agg ress ion  expressed in  the form of motor veh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  is  somewhere between s e l f  and o th e r -  

d i r e c t e d ,  then  the  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  exp la in  motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  a combination of the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  ex p la in  both homicide and s u ic id e .  

Examination of  Tables 6 . 3 ,  6.4 and 6.5 r e v e a l s  th a t  t h e r e  

a re  common elements among the t h r e e  forms of v io l e n t  dea th .  

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  say ,  however, t h a t  the f a c t o r s  exp la in ing  

motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death a r e  a t rue  mixture  of th e  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  exp la in  s u i c id e  and homicide. The bes t  

exp lana t ion  f o r  v a r i a t i o n  in white  r a te s  of motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  is  a s o c i a l  c l im a te  where s o c i a l  

d i s o r g a n i z a t io n  i s  h igh ,  l e g i t im a te  v io lence  i s  accep ted ,  

and pover ty  p r e v a i l s .

The b e s t  models exp la in ing  v a r i a t i o n  in  black male and 

female motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s  are  l e s s  in fo rm at ive .  

Table 6.3 shows t h a t  t h e  model f o r  black males ,  which 

ex p la in s  l e s s  than h a l f  the  v a r i a t i o n ,  i s  a combination of 

two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  res idence  in  t h e  Confederate South and 

c u l t u r a l  suppor t  for  l e g i t im a te  v io le n c e .  This  is  the  only 

model of a l l  twenty models being examined where region 

expla ined  a s i g n i f i c a n t  percentage of the v a r ia n ce .  I t  i s  

p o s s ib le  t h a t  f o r  black males in t h e  South, t h e  motor 

v e h ic le  i s  a t o o l  used in  the express ion  of a g g res s io n .  The 

re sea rch  f in d in g s  of Whitlock (1971) suggest  t h a t  the  motor 

v e h ic le  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  used as an o u t l e t  fo r  agg ress ion .
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The model fo r  black females i s  poor ly  explained by the 

s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  used in t h i s  s tudy .  Only one 

v a r i a b l e ,  th e  Leg i t im a te  Violence Index, manages to  achieve 

s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  exp la in ing  a mere te n  p e rc e n t  of th e  v a r ian ce .  

The problem of small sample v a r i a b i l i t y  i s  probably the  bes t  

e x p lan a t io n  fo r  the poor f i t  of th e  re sea rch  model. I t  is  

p o s s i b le  t h a t  a much longer  time span would have to  be 

covered to  prov ide  la rg e  enough samples f o r  meaningful 

a n a ly s i s  of b lack  female r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death .

The f i n a l  models of motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  

provide  s t rong  support  the  o r i g i n a l  hypotheses .  C u l tu ra l  

suppor t  for  l e g i t im a te  v io len ce  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  in each model. S o c ia l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n ,  

however, a l s o  p lays  a s t rong  p a r t  in exp la in ing  motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  f ind ing  i s  the 

s t ro n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  between pover ty  and white  r a te s  of motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  Several  exp lana t ions  a re  

p o s s ib l e .  In d iv id u a l s  in a s t a t e  where poverty  p r e v a i l s  may 

use the  automobile as a way of express ing  aggress ion  a t  the 

f r u s t r a t i o n  b u i l t  up by economic c o n d i t io n s .  I t  may a l s o  be 

t h a t  s t a t e s  w i th  g re a te r  pover ty  have more motor v e h ic le s  in 

poor c o n d i t io n ,  causing more ac c id e n ts  based on v e h ic u la r  

m a lfunc t ion .  I f  t h i s  were the c a s e ,  however, i t  would seem 

l i k e l y  t h a t  p e rc e n t  poor would be a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  in 

a l l  four  eq u a t io n s .  Another p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  the  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between l e g i t i m a t e  v io lence  and motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  is  spu r ious  due to  the  v a r i a t i o n  in d r iv ing
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p a t t e r n s  ac ro s s  the  United S t a t e s .  S ta te s  w ith  low 

p o p u la t io n  d e n s i ty  n e c e s s i t a t e  p a t t e r n s  of g r e a t e r  motor 

v e h i c l e  use, which in c re a se s  the r i s k  of dea th .  The only 

way t o  co n t ro l  fo r  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  to  o b ta in  accu ra te  

d a ta  on the number of motor v eh ic le  miles  d r iv en  and a d ju s t  

th e  d a ta  acco rd ing ly .  This  type of da ta  is  o f t e n  only an 

e s t im a te  of th e  number of motor v e h i c l e  miles d r iv en ,  which 

i s  l e s s  than i d e a l .  O v e ra l l ,  the  r a t e s  of motor vehic le  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th  seem b e s t  explained by a c u l t u r a l  

p e r s p e c t iv e ,  suppor t ing  th e  o r i g i n a l  hypo thes is .

S u ic id e . Table 6 .5  shows the  f i n a l  r e g re s s io n  

e s t im a te s  of s u ic id e  fo r  each of th e  four race and sex 

combinations.  Even more ev ident  in  these  models, than in 

p a s t  models, i s  the  lack of explana to ry  power of  the  models 

fo r  black r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death. The f i n a l  model for b lack  

males exp la ins  only e ig h te e n  p e rc e n t  of the v a r ia n c e ,  w ith  

only  two v a r i a b l e s  a t t a i n i n g  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  l e g i t im a te  

v io le n c e  and p e rcen t  b la c k .  For b lack  males, c u l t u r a l  

su p p o r t  for v io le n ce  and lower percen tages  of b lack  persons 

in  a s t a t e  in c re a s e  the r i s k  of s u i c i d e .  In t h e  model fo r  

b lack  females,  only one s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  u rb a n iz a t io n ,  

p r e d i c t s  any s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of t h e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  

v a r i a t i o n  in s u i c i d e ,  a mere e igh t  p e rcen t .

The models fo r  white  females and males e x p la in  a t  l e a s t  

f i f t y  percent  of  the s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  var iance  in  su ic id e .

Four s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  descr ibe  the  in c re ased  r isk  of 

w hi te  male s u i c i d e :  high divorce r a t e s ,  c u l t u r a l  support f o r
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l e g i t i m a t e  v io len ce ,  poverty  and small  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  of 

black persons in a s t a t e .  This combination of s o c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  between 

d ivo rce  r a t e s  and s u ic id e  r a t e s  i s  well  known (Gibbs and 

Martin 1964). The f in d in g  t h a t  s u ic id e  r a t e s  a re  in f luenced  

by c u l t u r a l  support  f o r  l e g i t im a te  v io len ce  in both male 

re g re s s io n  models i s  a lso  im por tan t .  High s u ic id e  r a t e s  

have p rev io u s ly  been a s so c ia te d  with  the  upper socioeconomic 

c l a s s e s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  with the a s s o c ia t io n  between homicide 

and lower socioeconomic c l a s s e s .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  between 

l e g i t i m a t e  v io lence  and s u ic id e  suppor ts  the  resea rch  

h y p o th e s is .  I t  a l s o  suppor ts  the  sugges t ion  t h a t  s e l f  

d i r e c t e d  v io lence  i s  c u l t u r a l l y  learned  behavior ,  fo r  males 

in  p a r t i c u l a r .  A c l im a te  where l e g i t im a te  v io lence  i s  

accepted in c rease s  th e  r i sk  of both s u ic id e  and motor 

v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d e a th s .  These f in d in g s  a l so  suppor t  the 

sugges t ion  by some r e s e a rc h e r s  t h a t  motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  

dea ths  a r e  hidden s u i c id e s  (Tabachnick 1973) . The f ind ing  

th a t  s t a t e s  with l a r g e r  pe rcen tages  of th e  popu la t ion  l iv in g  

below the  poverty l i n e  have inc reased  r a t e s  of white  male 

and female s u ic id e  i s  a l so  i n t e r e s t i n g .  How does l i v i n g  in 

an environment where pover ty  p r e v a i l s  a f f e c t  the  s u ic id e  

r a t e  of white  males, the  l e a s t  l i k e l y  group to  be l i v i n g  in 

ab s o lu te  poverty? I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  poverty  i s  a 

r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  of the  o v e ra l l  economic co n d i t io n  of the 

s t a t e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a depressed economy. Economic depress ion  

has been l inked  to  high r a t e s  of s u i c id e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among
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white  males (Henry and Short  1964). This f ind ing  suppor ts  a 

s t r u c t u r a l  ex p lan a t io n  of s u ic id e .

The f i n a l  model exp la in ing  white  female s u ic id e  d e f ines  

four  s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as s i g n i f i c a n t :  high r a t e s  of 

d iv o rce ,  u rb a n iz a t io n ,  pover ty  and l a rg e  c o n cen tra t io n s  of 

young people.  The s ig n i f i c a n c e  of th e  age v a r i a b le  is  the  

most s u r p r i s in g  f in d in g .  Although th e r e  has been some 

r ec e n t  a t t e n t i o n  regarding s u ic id e  among the young, the  

m a jo r i ty  of s u ic id e s  occur in the o lde r  age groups. For 

white  females i t  may be t h a t  a combination of s o c ia l  and 

economic d i s o rg a n iz a t io n  and la rg e  co n c e n t ra t io n s  of young 

peop le ,  r e p r e s e n t  f r u s t r a t i n g  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s  which bring 

about s u ic id e .

The f i n a l  re sea rch  models of s u ic id e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a 

combination of c u l t u r a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  co n d i t io n s  lead to  

inc reased  r i s k  of s u ic id e .  The models of white and black 

males support  the  re search  hypo thes is  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  support  

fo r  l e g i t im a te  v io lence  leads  to  inc reased  s u ic id e .  These 

f in d in g s  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouraging because l i t t l e  

r e sea rch  has been done to  support  th e  co n ten t ion  th a t  

s u i c i d e ,  as a v i o l e n t  a c t ,  i s  in f luenced  by c u l t u r a l  

f a c t o r s .

Other Acc iden ta l  Death. The f i t  of the  re search  model 

to  t h e  o the r  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  r a t e ,  i s  d iv ided  along gender 

l i n e s  un l ike  the  previous forms of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  The model 

fo r  white  males ex p la in s  s ix ty - s e v e n  p e rcen t  of the  s t a t e -  

t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  death .  A combination
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of s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  high divorce r a t e s ,  r u r a l i t y ,  

pover ty ,  and youth, b e s t  exp la in  increased  r i sk  of o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  These s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a re  

i n d i c a t i v e  of s t a t e s  where farming and e x t r a c t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s  

such as mining and o i l  d r i l l i n g  a re  primary employers. 

F requen t ly  th e  young and impoverished pop u la t io n s  make up 

th e  work fo rc e  for t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  t h e i r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in h ig h e r  a c c id e n ta l  death r a t e s .  Condit ions 

of s o c ia l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  as r e f l e c t e d  in  the  d ivorce  r a t e ,  

have a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on ac c id e n ta l  d ea th  ac ross  gender 

l i n e s ,  but i t s  e f f e c t  i s  s t r o n g e s t  in the  male r e g re s s io n  

models.

The f i n a l  re sea rch  model f o r  black m ales ,  d e s p i t e  

having only two s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e s ,  e x p la in s  fo r ty -o n e  

p e rc e n t  of th e  v a r ia n ce .  S ta te s  with g r e a t e r  percen tages  of 

b lacks  in th e  p o p u la t io n ,  and h igh  ra te s  of  d ivorce ,  

in c re a se  th e  r i s k  of a c c id e n ta l  death fo r  b lack  males.  The 

ob se rv a t io n  t h a t  p e rc e n t  black i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  in 

both  female and male b lack  re sea rch  models may i n d i c a t e  th a t  

in  s t a t e s  w ith  high percen tages  of b lacks ,  i t  i s  t h i s  

p o p u la t io n  t h a t  is  employed in t h e  more hazardous 

o ccupa t ions ,  p lacing  them a t  g r e a t e r  r i sk  o f  death.

The model for  b lack  females expla ins  only  e ig h tee n  

p e rc e n t  of th e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  a c c id e n ta l  death. 

One s i g n i f i c a n t  f in d in g  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  S ta tes  

w ith  l e s s  c u l t u r a l  suppor t  fo r  le g i t im a te  v io lence  have 

h igher  r a t e s  of black female a c c id e n ta l  d e a th .  This i s  the
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only model of a l l  twenty where a nega tive  a s s o c i a t i o n  

between l e g i t i m a t e  v io le n ce  and v i o l e n t  dea th  explained  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of  th e  v a r ian ce  in r i s k  of death .  I t  is  

p o s s ib le  t h a t  fo r  b lack  females/  d i f f e r e n t  types of 

ac c id e n ts  account f o r  th e  g r e a t e s t  r i sk  of dea th /  fo r  

example, f a c to ry  a c c id e n t s .  The composition of the  o th e r  

a c c id e n ta l  death ca tego ry  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to determine 

why lack of c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  v io lence  might e f f e c t  

a c c id e n ta l  death r a t e s  among b lack  females.

The model fo r  w hi te  females i s  a very poor f i t
2{R = .12) .  A s in g le  f a c t o r ,  r u r a l i t y ,  accoun ts  for  the  

twelve p e rce n t  v a r ia n c e .  Farming or s im i la r  types of 

ac c id e n ts  may be one of the few f a c to r s  in f lu en c in g  

v a r i a t i o n  in  white female a c c id e n ta l  dea th .  Examination of 

th e  s t a t e  ranks from Chapter fou r  revea ls  t h a t  th e re  i s  

l i t t l e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  the r a t e  of o ther  

a c c id e n ta l  death fo r  white  females .  This la ck  of v a r ia n ce  

may in d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  deaths  t h a t  a re  being measured, fo r  

th e  most p a r t ,  a re  t r u l y  random a c c id e n ta l  dea ths .

The ca tegory  of o th e r  a c c id e n ta l  dea th  seems to  be too 

broad a ca tegory  to  measure the  e f f e c t s  of s o c ia l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h i s  problem was noted 

in  Chapter two. A b e t t e r  measure of a c c id e n ta l  death would 

have to  f u r t h e r  break down t h i s  category to  provide more 

meaningful ana ly ses .

Combined V io len t  Death. Table 6.7 p r e s e n t s  the  f i n a l  

r e g r e s s io n  models than  b e s t  ex p la in  v a r i a t i o n  in r a t e s  of
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combined v i o l e n t  d ea th .  The measure of combined v i o l e n t  

dea th ,  a s  d escr ibed  in Chapter fo u r ,  was c rea ted  as a 

composite measure encompassing a l l  four of th e  in d iv id u a l  

forms of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  This composite measure a l lows the 

examination of s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  e f f e c t  r a t e s  of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  in an o v e r a l l  way.

The combined v i o l e n t  death  r a t e  fo r  white  males i s

p a r t i c u l a r l y  well  explained  by th e  r e g re s s io n  model with  an
2ad ju s ted  R of .75 .  Five v a r i a b l e s  a t t a i n e d  s ig n i f i c a n c e :

divorce r a t e ,  p e rcen t  poor,  popu la t ion  aged 18-24, th e  Index

of L eg i t im a te  V io lence ,  and p e rce n t  b lack .  S ta te s  t h a t  are

c h a ra c te r i z e d  by s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n ,  a r e  su p p o r t iv e  of

l e g i t i m a t e  v io len ce ,  and have la rg e  young and poor

p o p u la t io n s ,  in c re a se  the  r i s k  of v i o l e n t  death fo r  white

males.  The white male r e g r e s s io n  model i s  the  only one of

the  four models in  which c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  v io len ce

expla ined  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p ro p o r t io n  of th e  v a r ia n ce .  The

research  model chosen fo r  t h i s  s tudy  bes t  exp la in s  white

male r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th .

The model fo r  white  females i s  a l so  w el l  explained  with 
2an a d ju s ted  R of .66 .  A combination of th r e e  s o c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in c re a se  the  r i s k  of v i o l e n t  dea th :  high 

r a t e s  of d iv o rce ,  you th fu l  and impoverished p o p u la t io n s .

This model does no t  support  the  o r i g in a l  h y p o th e s is .  

S t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  seem to  b e s t  exp la in  th e  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  among white  females .
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The f in a l  reg re s s io n  models for  b la c k  males and 

fem a les ,  exp la in  much l e s s  of  the s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  

in v i o l e n t  dea th  than do t h e  white r e g r e s s io n  models. For 

b lack  males, p o v e r ty ,  u rb a n iz a t io n ,  and high r a t e s  of 

d iv o rce  best  e x p la in  in c re a s e s  in the r a t e  of v i o l e n t  death.  

The model for b lack  females i s  s im i la r  t o  th a t  of black 

males,  however, poverty  i s  n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r .  

S t r u c t u r a l ,  r a t h e r  than c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  seem to 

b es t  exp la in  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death among b lacks .

These f in d in g s  are  c o n t r a ry  to  th o s e  expected. With

the exception  of the  white male r e g re s s io n  model, c u l t u r a l  

s u p p o r t  for  l e g i t i m a t e  v io le n c e  had no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t .  

S evere ly  s t r e s s f u l  so c ia l  cond i t ions  such as d i s s o lv e d  

f a m i l i e s ,  crowded l iv in g  c o n d i t io n s ,  and poverty b e s t  

e x p la in  inc reased  r i s k s  in  v io le n t  d e a th .

D iscuss ion

The f in a l  twenty r e g re s s io n  models demonstrate  only 

mild support  fo r  a c u l tu re  o f  v io lence  t h e s i s .  Most

s t r i k i n g  was th e  lack  of su p p o r t  for t h i s  hypothesis  in the

homicide models. The Leg i t im a te  V io lence  Index, Confederate 

South and p e rc e n t  b lack,  a l l  v a r ia b le s  t h a t  have been 

p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with homicide in  p a s t  r e s e a r c h ,  were 

not s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia te d  with sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  

r a t e s  of homicide. These f in d in g s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

im por tan t  because the  m a jo r i ty  of r e s e a rc h  on th e  c u l tu r e  of 

v io le n c e  t h e s i s  has  t r i e d  t o  explain v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  r a te
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of homicide. The r e s e a r c h  f in d in g s  in d ic a t e  t h a t  i f  

c u l t u r a l  support  f o r  v io lence  does in f luence  r i s k  of 

homicide# these  t h r e e  measures a r e  not adequate  p r e d i c t o r s .

The Leg i t im ate  Violence Index did# however# 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  p r e d i c t  inc reased  r a t e s  of motor veh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  death ,  w h i te  male s u i c id e  and combined v i o l e n t  

death .  These f in d in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  support f o r  

v io lence  a f f e c t s  r a t e s  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  These 

f ind ings  support  Humphrey and P a lm er 's  t h e s i s  of a growing 

s u b c u l tu re  of s e l f - v i o l e n c e .  The automobile ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  

seems to  be used in  American s o c i e t y  as a t o o l  for  the 

exp ress ion  of a g g res s io n .  The ready a v a i l a b i l i t y  of th e  

automobile and the dead ly  consequences t h a t  i t s  misuse can 

bring make i t  an easy choice f o r  th e  ex p re s s io n  of s u i c i d a l  

or homicidal ag g res s io n .

S t r u c t u r a l  and economic ex p lan a t io n s  of v io le n t  

behavior a r e  more s t r o n g ly  supported  by the  research  

f in d in g s .  Previous resea rch  on t h e  in d iv id u a l  forms of 

v io l e n t  dea th  have suppor t  th e se  f in d in g s .  The p resen t  

research  shows t h a t  a combination of s t r u c t u r a l  and c u l t u r a l  

f a c to r s  a f f e c t  r a t e s  o f  v io le n t  dea th .

The s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  b e s t  ex p la in  combined 

v io le n t  dea th  are  poverty# youth and s o c ia l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n .  

These s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  th a t  

s t a b i l i t y  and economic eq u a l i ty  would lower th e  o v e ra l l  r a t e  

of v i o l e n t  death.



The r e g re s s io n  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  th a t  c u l t u r a l  suppor t  

f o r  v io lence  does in c re a se  some forms of v i o l e n t  d e a th .  The 

re sea rch  f in d in g s  b e s t  exp la in  r a t e s  of w h i te  v io le n t  death ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  males.  Much longer  pe r iods  of s tudy w i l l  be 

needed to  b e t t e r  determine what s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  bes t  

exp la in  black r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  d ea th .  The use  of sex and

r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  i s  important  in

unders tanding how each of these  groups d i f f e r s  or i s  s im i la r

to  one an o th e r .  The f in d in g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r a t e s  of v io l e n t

dea th  a re  most o f ten  s i m i l a r  along r a c i a l  l i n e s .  This 

f in d in g  i s  co n t ra ry  to  e x p e c ta t io n s .  Based on the g r e a t e r  

inc idence  of v io lence  among males,  i t  was expected t h a t  

r a t e s  would be s im i l a r l y  explained  along gender l i n e s .  The 

c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between b lack  and white  p opu la t ions  in 

th e  United S t a t e s  a re  s t rong  enough to  r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  

re sea rch  models in the  ex p lan a t io n  of r a t e s  o f  v io le n t  

dea th .

The f i n a l  chap ter  w i l l  d i s c u s s  the im p l ica t io n s  of the 

r e se a rch  fo r  the  su b c u l tu re s  of s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io len ce  t h e s i s .



CONCLUSION

CHAPTER VII

This  study examined s u i c id e ,  homicide, and a c c id e n ta l  death 

as  forms of death shar ing  common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which 

enable  t h e i r  study under th e  ca tegory  of v io le n t  d ea th .  Two 

concepts  were explored fo r  t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  

i n  the e x p lan a t io n  of v i o l e n t  death r a t e s ,  the  th eo ry  of the  

fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  and the  su b c u l tu re  of v io le n c e  

t h e s i s .  This study examined sev e ra l  f a c t o r s  p r e d ic te d  to be 

r e l a t e d  to  v io l e n t  death and assessed  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  on the 

r a t e s  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .  The 

su b c u l tu r e  of  v io lence  framework was u t i l i z e d  in th e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  re sea rch  f in d in g s .  This ch a p te r  is  

d iv ided  i n t o  four s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  s e c t io n  reviews the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  forms of v io l e n t  death  which 

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t i e  them t o g e th e r .  The second s e c t io n  reviews 

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  co n tex ts  used to  examine r a t e s  of v io le n t  

d ea th .  The t h i r d  s e c t io n  reviews the re se a rch  f i n d in g s .

The f i n a l  s e c t io n  i s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and conc lus ion  of the  

re sea rch  f in d in g s .

D e f in i t i o n  of V io len t  Death

The o b se rv a t io n  t h a t  s u i c id e ,  homicide, and ac c id e n ta l  

dea th  are  a l l  caused by fo rc es  from o u ts id e  the body is  

i d e n t i f i e d  as a common l in k  among the  forms of v i o l e n t
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d ea th .  A working d e f i n i t i o n  of v i o l e n t  dea th  was developed 

from research  by Holinger (1987) and Lane (1979). V io len t  

dea th  i s  def ined  as p h y s i c a l l y  r e c k l e s s ,  a g g re s s iv e ,  or 

d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t io n s  which r e s u l t  in  dea th .  This d e f i n i t i o n  

allowed the  s e p a ra te  forms of dea th  to  be s tu d ied  under the 

s in g l e  concept of v i o l e n t  death .

Three important c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  

provide the  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s tudying  v io l e n t  death  in 

aggrega te  form: 1) the  i n t e n t  of the  a c t i o n ,  2) aggress ion ,  

and 3) s e l f  d e s t ru c t iv e n e s s  and r i s k  ta k in g .  I t  was shown 

t h a t  the degree of i n t e n t ,  and th e  d i r e c t i o n  of the 

ag g re s s io n ,  whether toward the  s e l f  or o th e r s ,  vary with  the 

type of v i o l e n t  death being examined, as i f  along a 

continuum. A ll  th r e e  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th  were shown to  

co n ta in  elements of s e l f  d e s t ru c t iv e n e s s  and r i sk  t a k in g .

T h e o re t i c a l  Context for  the  Study of V io len t  Death

Two t h e o r e t i c a l  ex p lan a t io n s  were used in the 

examination of v io le n t  death r a t e s .  The theo ry  of the  

f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  was used t o  explore  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

among the  d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  dea th .  The theory  of 

th e  su b c u l tu re  of v io le n ce  was used to  ex p la in  the  

combinations of s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

b e s t  p red ic ted  inc reased  r i sk  of v io l e n t  dea th .
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The theory  of th e  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  contends th a t  

th e  t o t a l  volume of d ev ian t  behavior  in a popu la t ion  remains 

s t a b l e  over t ime, but  the  form t h a t  the d e v ian t  behavior 

t a k e s ,  changes.  The volume of d ev ian t  behavior  remains 

co n s tan t  because the ca p ac i ty  of  s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  mechanisms 

to  handle the  dev ian t  behavior remains c o n s ta n t .  This 

t r a d i t i o n  of research  sugges ts  t h a t  the r a t e s  of the 

d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  death move in oppos i te  

d i r e c t i o n s ,  based on s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  This theory was 

ap p l ie d ,  in  an ex p lo ra to ry  f a s h io n ,  to  th e  examination of 

reg iona l  v a r i a t i o n  among the d i f f e r e n t  forms of v i o l e n t  

dea th .

Subcu l tu res  of Violence

The su b cu l tu re  o f  v io lence  t h e s i s  su g g es ts  t h a t  a l o t  

of dev ian t  behavior i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of normative suppor t  for 

d ev ia n t  va lues  by a subgroup w i th in  a c u l t u r e .  Researchers 

proposed t h a t  some subgroups w i th in  a popu la t ion  have higher  

r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  behavior  because the  c u l t u r e  has passed  on 

va lues  which support t h e  use of v io lence  as a problem 

so lv ing  techn ique .  This  theory ,  fo r  the most p a r t  has been 

used to  ex p la in  o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce .  The concept was 

expanded upon by Humphrey and Palmer (1980) who sugges t  t h a t  

s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e ,  in a d d i t io n  to o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  

v io le n c e ,  i s  c u l t u r a l l y  learned and passed on. Customs such 

as  drug abuse and a lcoho lism  teach  members of the c u l t u r e
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t h a t  s e l f  d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior i s  an a ccep tab le  way to  dea l  

with f r u s t r a t i o n .  The co n ten t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  su b c u l tu re s  

of both  s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io lence  can be expanded to  

a more gene ra l ized  c u l t u r a l  acceptance of v i o l e n t  and r i s k  

tak ing  behavior in  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The subcu l tu re  of 

v io len ce  p e r sp e c t iv e  was used t o  explain  t h e  research 

r e s u l t s  which i d e n t i f i e d  the combinations of  so c ia l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b e s t  p re d ic t in g  increased  r i s k  of v i o l e n t  

death.

Research R esu l ts

Chapter  f ive  p resen ted  th e  r e s u l t s  of reg iona l  a n a ly s i s  

of the combined v i o l e n t  death r a t e .  The r a t e s  were 

examined, by reg ion ,  f o r  each of  the  se x - ra c e  p a i r i n g s .  The 

r e s u l t s  were d iscu ssed  with rega rd  to  the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of 

the  th e o ry  of the fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a s  a means to  

exp la in  v a r i a t i o n  in  the  r a t e s  of v io le n t  d ea th .  Two 

concepts  in  p a r t i c u l a r  were examined: r e g io n a l  c o n t in u i ty

and in v e r s e  v a r i a t i o n  among th e  sepa ra te  forms. The 

a n a ly s i s  of reg iona l  co n t in u i ty  in  r a te s  of v io l e n t  dea th  

did no t  lend support  t o  the th e o ry  of the fu n c t io n a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  Rates of combined v io le n t  dea th  varied g r e a t l y  

with in  each reg ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  males. I t  was 

concluded th a t  the  l a c k  of r e g io n a l  c o n t in u i ty  did not 

support  fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theo ry .  Examination of 

b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of 

v io le n t  dea th  ( s u i c i d e ,  homicide, motor v e h i c l e  a c c id e n ta l



dea th ,  and o the r  a c c id e n ta l  death) found t h a t  th e re  were 

f req u en t  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between s u i c id e  and homicide 

w ith in  th e  four reg io n s .  This f ind ing  was oppos i te  t o  what 

was expected according to  f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theo ry .  

V io len t  dea ths  as forms of dev iance ,  may no t  be as 

c o n t r o l l a b l e  as o th e r  forms of  deviance such as th e  witch 

hunts s tu d ie d  by Erikson. T here fo re ,  v i o l e n t  deaths  may not 

f i t  the  Erikson format as w e l l  as o ther  forms of deviance.  

However, th e re  i s  some c u l t u r a l  element involved in  the 

co n t ro l  of r a te s  of v io l e n t  d ea th .  Regional a t t i t u d e s  

towards the  amount of r i sk  t h a t  is  accep tab le  or th e  amount 

of importance t h a t  i s  given t o  personal  w el l -be ing  may 

d i f f e r .  Future re sea rch  on th e  a p p l i c a t io n  of the  theory  of 

the  f u n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  th e  study of v io le n t  dea th  

should inc lude  any p o s s ib le  i n d i c a t o r s  of d i f f e re n c e s  in the 

s o c ia l  c o n t ro l  of v i o l e n t  dea th  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  Based 

on the c u r r e n t  r e se a rch  f in d in g s  i t  was concluded t h a t  

fu n c t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  theory i s  not adequate  in p r e d ic t in g  

p a t t e r n s  of v io l e n t  death .

Chapter  s ix  d iscussed  th e  r e s u l t s  of  m ul t ip le  

re g re s s io n  ana lyses  which examined the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  and measures of c u l t u r a l  suppor t  fo r  

v io len ce .  Sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a te s  of  v io le n t  dea th  were 

reg ressed  on the  p r e d ic to r  and co n t ro l  v a r i a b l e s  (Index of 

Legi t imate  V io lence ,  divorce r a t e ,  p e rce n t  poor, p e rcen t  

m e t ro p o l i ta n ,  p e r c e n t  b lack ,  Confederate  South/Nonsouth and 

percen t  aged 18-24).  The f i n a l  twenty r e g re s s io n  models
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demonstrated only mild support  fo r  the  s u b c u l tu re  of 

v io len ce  t h e s i s .  The most s t r i k i n g  lack of support  f o r  th i s  

hypo thes is  was demonstrated in th e  homicide models. The 

Leg i t im a te  Violence Index , Confedera te  South,  and p e rcen t  

b la c k ,  a l l  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  have been p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  

with  homicide in p a s t  r e se a rch ,  were not s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

a s s o c ia te d  w i th  sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of homicide. 

These f in d in g s  bring i n t o  q u e s t io n  the  u t i l i t y  of th e se  

t h r e e  measures as p r e d i c to r s  of c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  

v io le n ce .

The models for motor v e h ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death were, in 

c o n t r a s t  to  th e  homicide models, very well explained by the 

su b c u l tu re  o f  v io lence  argument. The L eg i t im a te  Violence 

Index s i g n i f i c a n t l y  p r e d ic te d  r a t e s  of motor v eh ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  d e a th .  The Index was a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  black and white male s u i c i d e ,  and white  male 

combined v i o l e n t  dea th .  C u l tu ra l  support  f o r  v io lence  does 

e f f e c t  r a te s  of s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n ce .  These f in d in g s  

su p p o r t  Humphrey and P a lm er 's  t h e s i s  of a growing subcu l tu re  

of s e l f - v i o l e n c e .

S t r u c t u r a l  t h e o r i e s  of v io len ce  a re  s t r o n g ly  supported 

by th e  re sea rch  f in d in g s .  Poverty and s o c i a l  

d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  were s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c to r s  in  most of the  

r e se a rch  models. The f in d in g s  i n d ic a t e  t h a t  a combination 

of both  c u l t u r a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  f a c to r s  a f f e c t  r a t e s  of 

v i o l e n t  d ea th .
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I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and Conclusions
*

This study sought to  b e t t e r  understand the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

among t h r e e  types of dea th .  S u ic id e ,  homicide, and 

a c c id e n ta l  death a r e  a l l  forms of  death brought about by 

non-degenera t ive  f o r c e s  e x te rn a l  to  the  body. A ll  t h r e e  

forms of dea th  may be viewed as outcomes of responses to  

f r u s t r a t i o n ,  t h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  expressed as agg ress ion .

The d i r e c t i o n  of th e  aggress ion  d i f f e r s  f o r  the th re e  forms 

of  death ,  from s e l f - d i r e c t e d  ( su ic id e )  t o  o th e r - d i r e c t e d  

(hom icide) . C u l tu ra l  support f o r  v io lence  in f luences  the 

r a t e  of motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  death and su ic ide  as  t h i s  

study has shown. C e r t a in  groups within th e  popu la t ion  have 

learned t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  agg ress ion  inward. The w i l l in g n e ss  

of these  groups to  engage in r i s k  taking and s e l f  

d e s t r u c t i v e  behavior i s  learned w ith in  th e  c u l tu r e .  I t  is  

p o ss ib le  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  support  f o r  v io lence  has become more 

widespread, in c re a s in g  the involvement in  v io lence  f o r  

groups which were l e s s  a f f e c te d  in the p a s t .

The r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  dea th  were d iv ided  in to  sex and 

r a c e - s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r i e s  to determine i f  any p a t t e r n s  of 

inward or outward agg ress ion  cou ld  be i d e n t i f i e d  fo r  these  

groups. Race and s e x - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  a re  important because 

th e re  i s  so  much v a r i a t i o n  in t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in v io lence  

by these  groups. The f in d in g s  show t h a t  o v e r a l l ,  white  

r a t e s  of v io l e n t  d e a th  were b e t t e r  expla ined  by the  research  

model than  black r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death .  This f in d in g  was 

somewhat unexpected because r a t e s  of v io le n ce  are  fo r  the
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most p a r t  h ig h e s t  f o r  males of both r a c e s .  I t  could be t h a t  

o th e r  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  n o t  measured in t h i s  s tudy 

would b e t t e r  expla in  b lack  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death .

The la ck  of suppo r t  for  th e  proposed hypothesis  was 

su rp r i s in g #  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the f in d in g s  f o r  homicide. The use 

of sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  and averaged r a t e s  seems to  have 

a f f e c t e d  th e  u t i l i t y  of the  Index ox L eg i t im a te  Violence as 

a measure of  c u l t u r a l  support  f o r  v io le n ce .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  determine which f a c t o r  or combination of f a c t o r s  led  to  

th e s e  f in d in g s .  I t  w i l l  be important f o r  f u tu re  re sea rch  to 

determine i f  s im i la r  f in d in g s  occur with o the r  data s e t s  or 

over  longer  time spans.

A combined v i o l e n t  death r a t e  was computed to  determine 

what s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b e s t  explain  a l l  types of 

v i o l e n t  d ea th .  C u l tu ra l  suppor t  fo r  v io le n ce  was shown to  

be i n f l u e n t i a l  in only one of th e  four models# the  white 

male r a t e .  Social  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  such as poverty and 

s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n  were s i g n i f i c a n t  in the m a jo r i ty  of 

th e  models of  v io l e n t  death# lending  suppor t  to  economic 

and s t r u c t u r a l  t h e o r i e s  of v io le n c e .  The combined r a t e  of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  i s  a u s e fu l  to o l  in  determining the  o v e r a l l  

l e v e l  of v io le n c e  in a s t a t e .  Many of th e  deaths  t h a t  occur 

v i o l e n t l y  a r e  deaths  t h a t  could be p reven ted .  A b e t t e r  

unders tand ing  of which s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  e f f e c t  the  

t o t a l  r a t e  of  v io l e n t  dea th  may t a r g e t  a r e a s  for  f u tu r e  

s o c i a l  a c t i o n .



The research  f ind ings  su g g e s t  s e v e r a l  avenues o f  fu ture  

r e s e a r c h .  F i r s t ,  i t  w i l l  be important t o  examine sex  and 

r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death over  longer t im e 

p e r io d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the r a t e s  for b lack  males and females.  

The use of an expanded time frame would so lve  some o f  the 

problems of small  sample v a r i a b i l i t y  t h a t  were e v i d e n t  in 

t h i s  s tu d y .  Another p o s s i b i l i t y  is  to  u se  ra te s  

d isaggrega ted  by race  but n o t  by sex. The r e s u l t s  of  the 

c u r r e n t  research  show th a t  r a t e s  of v io le n c e  were b e s t  

expla ined  by s i m i l a r  models f o r  black males  and fem ales  and 

for  w hi te  males and females.  I t  seems t h a t  r a c i a l  r a t h e r  

than gender d i f f e r e n c e s  a re  most im portant  in determining 

v a r i a t i o n  in r a t e s  of v i o l e n t  death.

A second su gges t ion  f o r  f u tu re  r e s e a r c h  is  to  use  

d i f f e r e n t  measures of c u l t u r a l  support f o r  l e g i t im a te  

v io le n c e .  Williams and F lew e l l in g  (1988) fo r  example, 

developed a j u s t i f i a b l e  homicide r a t i o  t o  measure c u l t u r a l  

suppor t  fo r  l e g i t i m a t e  v io le n c e .  The j u s t i f i a b l e  homicide 

r a t i o  i s  based on the  assumption tha t  j u s t i f i e d  k i l l i n g s  

exp ress  c u l t u r a l  approval of v io lence .  This  measure and 

o th e r s  l i k e  i t  may be b e t t e r  measures of  c u l t u r a l  su p p o r t  

for  v io len ce  than  the  L eg i t im a te  Violence Index. The 

development of o t h e r  measures of c u l t u r a l  support f o r  

v io le n ce  a t  the  s t a t e ,  c i t y ,  and SNSA l e v e l s  is  im por tan t  

for  f u t u r e  r e s e a rc h  on the t h e o r e t i c a l  i s s u e  of c u l t u r e s  or 

su b c u l tu re s  of v io le n c e .
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A f i n a l  sugges t ion  fo r  f u tu r e  research  i s  t o  f u r t h e r  

examine the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s u i c i d e , homicide and 

a c c id e n ts .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  by breaking homicide down by 

v ic t im -o f fe n d e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e r e  would be a b e t t e r  

unders tanding  of s e l f  and o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e .  For 

example, i t  i s  p o ss ib le  t h a t  primary homicide i s  bes t  

explained by s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  ex p la in  su ic id e  and 

motor v eh ic le  a c c id e n ta l  d ea th s .  These th r e e  types of 

v i o l e n t  dea th  may be very s im i la r .  S tranger  and 

acquain tance  homicide, on the  o th e r  hand, may be the types 

o f  v io lence  t h a t  are  b e s t  defined as o th e r - d i r e c t e d .

This s tu d y  provided sev e ra l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  the s tudy  

of  v io le n t  d e a th .  The use  of sex and r a c e - s p e c i f i c  r a t e s  

provided im por tan t  f in d in g s  as to  th e  u t i l i t y  of pas t  

p r e d ic to r s  of c u l t u r a l  support  fo r  v io len ce .  The re sea rch  

explored th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s u ic id e ,  homicide, and 

a c c id e n ts ,  which have r a r e l y  been s tu d ied  to g e th e r  using a 

s o c io lo g ic a l  a n a ly s i s .  The study of these  forms of v i o l e n t  

dea th  to g e th e r  i s  im portan t  because the n a tu re  of the causes  

of these t h r e e  forms of death  a r e  so s im i la r .  Motor v e h ic le  

ac c id en ts  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e  a ca tego ry  of dea th  which o f te n  

masks dea ths  which might o therwise  be ca teg o r ized  as 

s u i c id e s ,  and o c c a s io n a l ly  as homicides. C u l tu r a l  

d e f i n i t i o n s  surrounding th e  use of motor v e h ic le s  are  

important t o  a s c e r t a i n  given the high ra te  of motor v e h ic le  

a c c id e n ta l  d ea th  in th e  United S t a t e s .
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The resea rch  f in d in g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b e t t e r  in d ic a t o r s  

of c u l t u r a l  support  f o r  v io lence  a re  s t i l l  needed. The v a s t  

body of re search  on su b c u l tu re s  of v io len ce  has no t  come up 

w ith  an adequate measure of v i o l e n t  s u b c u l tu r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

New in d ic a t o r s  a re  s o r e ly  needed i f  t h i s  l i n e  of r e se a rch  i s  

t o  be cont inued .  C urren t  re search  on v io len ce  has shown 

t h a t  d isaggrega ted  r a t e s  provide more meaningful ana lyses  

(Williams and F lew el l ing  1988). This d i s s e r t a t i o n  has shown 

t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  of v io le n ce  such as percen t  poor 

and d ivorce r a t e  a much b e t t e r  a t  exp la in ing  white  r a t e s  of 

v io le n ce  than black r a t e s  of v io le n c e .  Given the much 

h igher  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by b lacks  in  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s , i t  

w i l l  be important  in f u tu r e  re sea rch  to  b e t t e r  i d e n t i f y  

s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  can exp la in  th e se  high r a t e s .

The f in d in g s  show s t ro n g  support  for  the  s t r u c t u r a l  and 

economic p e r s p e c t iv e s  of v io le n ce ,  in d ic a t in g  t h a t  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  very important in unders tanding  

v a r i a t i o n  in  r a t e s  of v io le n ce .  This s tudy adds to  the  

growing body of r e se a rch  th a t  has i d e n t i f i e d  poverty  and 

s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n  as major f a c to r s  in  the  exp lana t ion  

of v io len ce .  This d i s s e r t a t i o n  shows t h a t  i t  i s  most l i k e l y  

a combination of c u l t u r a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  b e s t  

ex p la in  inc reased  r a t e s  of v io le n ce .  A reduc t ion  in the 

d i s p a r a t e  income d i s t r i b u t i o n  in  the  United S ta t e s  along 

with  changes in c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  regard ing  the  use of 

v io lence  would reduce th e  amount of v i o l e n t  dea th  in t h i s  

coun try .  The re search  f in d in g s  regarding  the  s o c i a l



c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  surrounding v io le n t  dea th  provide  a b e t t e r  

understanding of the  causes  of t h i s  type of dea th  and w i l l  

h o p e fu l ly  lead t o  a red u c t io n  of v i o l e n t  dea th  in  the  United 

S t a t e s .
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A l l  Other A ccidents ,  each S ta t e ,  1982, b lack  female
Su ic ide ,  each S ta t e ,  1982, white  male
S u ic ide ,  each S ta t e ,  1982, white female
S u ic ide ,  each S t a t e ,  1982, black male
Su ic ide ,  each S ta t e ,  1982, black female
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Pub, No. (PHS) 87-1102. Pub l ic  Health  Serv ice ,  Washington: 
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Motor Vehic le  A cc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1983, white  male
Motor Vehic le  A cc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1983, w h i te  female
Motor Vehic le  A cc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1983, b lack  male
Motor Vehic le  A cc idents ,  each S t a t e ,  1983, b la c k  female
A l l  Other A cc idents ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, white  male
A l l  Other A cc idents ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, white  female
A ll  Other A ccidents ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, b lack  male
A l l  Other A ccidents ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, b lack  female
Su ic id e ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, white male
Su ic ide ,  each S t a t e ,  1983, white  female
Su ic id e ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, black male
Su ic id e ,  each S ta t e ,  1983, black female
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Motor V ehic le  A cc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b lack  male
Motor Vehic le  A cc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b la ck  female
A ll  Other A cc idents ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, white  male
A ll  Other A cc idents ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, w h i te  female
All  Other A cc idents ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b lack  male
A ll  Other Acc iden ts ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b lack  female
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S u ic id e r each S t a t e ,  1984r w h i te  male
Suic ide ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, w hi te  female
S u ic ide ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b lack  male
Suic ide ,  each S t a t e ,  1984, b lack  female
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