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Winter Bird ID Challenge!

The second seasonal Wildside Challenge this year is the 
Winter Bird ID Challenge. Have you ever hoped to increase 
your ability to identify birds but are intimidated by the 
hundreds of species that fly around New Hampshire? Winter 
is a great time to begin this education as most birds migrate 
to warmer climates leaving only a small number to identify. 
Those that stay are surprisingly easy to approach and 
recognize.

This winter, while you are out and about with your family 
participating in your favorite winter activities, take a closer 
look at the birds in your natural surroundings. This challenge 
is a winter bird identification project. On any type of winter 
outing, accurately identify birds that have chosen to call New 
Hampshire home all year round. There is a list of bird species 
to choose from on the next page.

• Choose at least 6 of the bird species. Use the bird
identification guide at the end of this logbook to help you.

• Participate in a family, 4-H Club, or group outing related to
Winter (see list on next page).

• Fill out a logbook section for each bird species.

• Return your filled-out logbook to your county 4-H off ice by
Monday, March 6th.

• We will send your completed logbook and your limited
edition Winter Bird ID Challenge patch back to you.

Hurry, because like a migrating bird, the time to complete 
this challenge goes quick!
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Bird Species List

• Crows and Jays
-Blue Jay
-American Crow

• Chickadees and Titmice
-Black-capped Chickadee
-Tufted Titmouse

• Nuthatches
-Red-Breasted Nuthatches
-White-Breasted Nuthatches

• Cardinals and Allies
-Northern Cardinal
-Rose-breasted Grosbeak

• Finches and Allies
-Evening Grosbeak
-Pine Grosbeak
-House Finch
-Purple Finch
-Common Redpoll
-Pine Siskin
-American Goldfinch

• New World Sparrows and Allies
-American Tree Sparrow
-Dark-Eyed Junko
-White-Throated Sparrow
-Song Sparrow

• Old World Sparrows
-House Sparrow

• 4-H Club Meeting or Event

• Snowshoeing

• Maintaining Bird feeders

• Hiking or Walking

• Skiing

• Ice Fishing

• Snowmobiling

• Outdoor School Events

• Hunting

Eligible Outings
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Participating in an outing that is not on this list? That’s 
awesome, add it. The point is simply to get out of the 
house and more in touch with your wildside.

Note: you are permitted to identify multiple species 
during the same outing. For example, you can identify 
several species taking a walk in the woods, at a 4-H 
Club meeting, etc. However, you are required to do at 
least 2 diff erent outings to get 6 diff erent bird species.

Recording your findings:

Your logbook has 5 components for each species: 

1. Information section: Name of species, date of outing,
town, type of outing, description of location.

2. Picture of Bird: Either a photo or drawing of the bird
identified.

3. Description of Species: Describe the species you have
identified using key markers (i.e. size, coloring, beak/
tail shape)

4. Feather: Photo of bird feather(s) or tape in a found
feather of listed species.

5. Description of Bird Song/Call: Identify bird species by
their song/call and write down the sounds you hear.

Submitting your Logbook: 

Paper Log Books: Return your filled-out logbook by Monday, 
March 6th to: 
COÖS COUNTY 4-H OFFICE
Christine Whiting
629A Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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We will send your completed logbook and your limited edition 
Winter Bird ID Challenge patch back to you aft er the Challenge 
end date!

Scan  the QR code below to access a web-link with information 
on all the bird species you may find on your winter outing!

Best of all, 

have fun 

exploring the 

beautiful 

nature of 

New 

Hampshire! 
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Species Name 

Date Identified 

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #1
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)
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Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #6
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #1

Description of Species

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________
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Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #1
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #6

Description of Species

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________
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Species Name 

Date Identified 

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #2
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)
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Species Name

Date Identified

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #6
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)
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Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #5
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #2

Description of Species

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________
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Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #2
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #5

Description of Species

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________



Page 14  |  NH 4-H Winter Bird ID Challenge

Species Name

Date Identified

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #3
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)
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Species Name

Date Identified

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #5
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)
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Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #4
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #3

Description of Species

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________



Page 20  |  NH 4-H Winter Bird ID Challenge NH 4-H Winter Bird ID Challenge  |  Page 17

Description of Bird Song/Call

Species #3
Feather

(photo of feather or actual feather taped in)

Species #4

Description of Species

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________
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Species Name

Date Identified

Town/Location

Type of Outing

Description of Species Location

Species #4
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Picture of Bird
(Drawing or Photo)




