Pursuing a Ph.D.

Earth sciences major heads to grad school
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Long before her senior year, Madison Wood ’19 knew she wanted to pursue a doctoral
degree and work toward a career in climate-oriented research.

That dream is now on its way to becoming a reality.

“After graduation I'm headed to graduate school," she says. "l will be pursuing a Ph.D.
in Earth sciences at the University of California Santa Cruz, studying paleoclimatology,
the study of past climate."”



Last year, when Wood was honored with a Barry Goldwater Scholarship — considered
the nation’s most prestigious undergraduate scholarship in the natural sciences,
mathematics and engineering — she was already working toward that goal, with her
sights set on graduate school. “My research will use the tools of isotope geochemistry to
reconstruct how the climate and oceans have changed through periods of Earth’s
history. Reconstructing past climate change allows scientists to better understand how
the climate system works and better predict the future changes we need to prepare for,”
she says of the work she’ll undertake toward her doctorate.

Wood has been very active during her time at UNH — not just in her studies with

fellow Earth sciences students and her faculty mentors but as a member of

the University Honors Program and a volunteer with UNH’s STEMbassadors. Earlier
this month, she was honored with the University Award of Excellence, which recognizes
leadership, scholarship and citizenship.

“‘Many of my fondest UNH memories are from my four years with the STEMbassadors
outreach program,” Wood says. “I will most remember the wonderful friends | made in
the program, our traditional trivia nights and hikes and the inspirational — and cute —
thank-you notes from the students we worked with.”

And as she prepares for the next step in her education, she offers a bit of advice for the
newest Wildcats in the Class of 2023: “Don’t worry too much about knowing exactly
what you want to be when you grow up. Instead, focus on making the most of the
enriching opportunities UNH will put in front of you, and give yourself room to develop
new interests, change your mind about things and figure out who you really want to
be.”

Learn more about Earth sciences at UNH.

« WRITTEN BY:

Jennifer Saunders | Communications and Public Affairs
| jennifer.saunders@unh.edu | 603-862-3585

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Jeremy Gasowski | Communications and Public Affairs | jeremy.gasowski@unh.edu |
603-862-4465

THE PLACES THEY'LL GO 2019

v

UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION CONTACT US



https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/04/reaching-new-heights
https://ceps.unh.edu/earth-sciences
https://www.unh.edu/honors-program
https://ceps.unh.edu/outreach/stembassadors
https://ceps.unh.edu/earth-sciences
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/contributor/jennifer-saunders
mailto:jennifer.saunders@unh.edu
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/contributor/jeremy-gasowski
mailto:jeremy.gasowski@unh.edu
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/series/places-theyll-go-2019
https://www.unh.edu/cpa
mailto:unhtoday.editor@unh.edu
mailto:unh.today@unh.edu
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/welcome
mailto:unh.today@unh.edu
https://www.unh.edu/

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Follow us on YouTube
Follow us on Instagram

Find us on LinklIn

UNH Today RSS feeds

UNH Today ¢ UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 « TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies « USNH Terms of Use « ADA Acknowledgement



http://www.facebook.com/universityofnewhampshire
http://twitter.com/UofNH
http://www.youtube.com/unhvideo
http://instagram.com/uofnh/
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/university-of-new-hampshire-18850
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/feeds
http://www.usnh.edu/legal/privacy.shtml
http://www.usnh.edu/legal/tou.shtml
http://www.unh.edu/about/ada.html

