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By:

DURHAM, NH – Approval of Governor Chris Sununu's job performance remains high in New Hampshire and approval of his handling of
the COVID-19 pandemic has rebounded since April. MajoriƟes of Democrats, Independents, and Republicans support legalizing marijuana
for recreaƟonal use and would approve of marijuana being sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar to alcohol or tobacco.

These findings are based on the latest Granite State Poll*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
eight hundred and twenty-four (1,824) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 13 and May 17, 2021.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the
state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as well as party
registraƟon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecƟon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cell phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodically to panel members.

Gubernatorial Approval

More than two-thirds of Granite Staters approve of Chris Sununu's job performance as governor. Sixty-eight percent approve of his
performance as governor, 27% disapprove, and 5% neither approve nor disapprove or don't know. Sununu's approval raƟng has been
steady since July 2020. Sununu's net approval raƟng (the percentage who approve minus the percentage who disapprove) among Granite
Staters is +41, unchanged since April (+41).
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Approval of Sununu's job performance has increased among New Hampshire Independents (to 79% from 74% in April) and remained
unchanged among Republicans (93%). However, less than half (41%) of Democrats approve of Sununu's performance, conƟnuing a
downward trend.
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Job Approval - Governor Chris Sununu - By Party IdenƟficaƟon

OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican

COVID-19

Approval of Sununu's handling of the COVID-19 pandemic has rebounded aŌer dropping slightly in April, following his decision to end the
statewide mask mandate. Seventy-two percent approve of Sununu's handling of the pandemic while 28% disapprove. Approval of
Sununu's handling of COVID-19 has now returned to where it was from November 2020 through March.

Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) SituaƟon
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Just over half (51%) of New Hampshire residents have a favorable opinion of Sununu, 22% say they have an unfavorable opinion of him,
25% are neutral, and 3% are unsure. Sununu's net favorability raƟng is +30, largely unchanged since April (+28). Sununu is very popular
among Republicans (+75 net favorability raƟng) and is popular among Independents (+48) but is somewhat unpopular among
Democrats (-22).
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The increase in approval for Sununu's handling of COVID-19 is biparƟsan. Ninety percent of Republicans and 80% of Independents
approve of Sununu's handling of COVID-19 but only 51% of Democrats agree. Approval has increased among Independents by 13
percentage points and among Democrats by 8 points since April.
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Support for Marijuana LegalizaƟon

New Hampshire is the only New England state that has not legalized the sale of marijuana for recreaƟonal purposes. Three-quarters of
New Hampshire residents (75%) strongly (56%) or somewhat (19%) support legalizing marijuana for recreaƟonal use, only 16% are
strongly (9%) or somewhat (7%) opposed, 8% are neutral on the issue, and less than 1% don't know or are unsure. Support for
marijuana legalizaƟon for recreaƟonal use has increased dramaƟcally since 2013, when only 49% were in support and 45% were
opposed.

Support Oppose Neutral Don't know/Not Sure

May 2021

0%

8%

16%

75%

9%

7%

56%

19%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

86%

49%

75%

35%

62%

51%

83%

62%

Democrat

Independent

Republican

OVERALL

Support LegalizaƟon for RecreaƟonal Use - By Party ID

MajoriƟes of Democrats (86%), Independents (83%), and Republicans (62%) support legalizing marijuana for recreaƟonal use. All three
groups have become more supporƟve of legalizing marijuana for recreaƟonal use over Ɵme: in 2013, 62% of Democrats, 51% of
Independents, and 35% of Republicans supported legalizing marijuana for recreaƟonal use.

LegalizaƟon for RecreaƟonal Use
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A clear majority of New Hampshire residents (78%) also say that if marijuana were legalized for recreaƟonal use, they would strongly
(57%) or somewhat (21%) approve of it being sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar to alcohol or tobacco. Only 13% of
residents would strongly (9%) or somewhat (4%) disapprove, 8% are neutral on the issue, and 1% don't know or are unsure. Support for
this provision is largely unchanged since 2019 (80%) but remains higher than when the quesƟon was first asked in 2014 (67%).
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Approve of Sale & Tax of Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets - By Party ID

MajoriƟes of Democrats (87%), Independents (83%), and Republicans (67%) say that if marijuana were legalized for recreaƟonal use,
they would strongly or somewhat approve of marijuana being sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar to alcohol or
tobacco. All three groups have become more likely to approve of marijuana being sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels
similar to alcohol or tobacco if it were legalized for personal use over Ɵme: in 2013, 77% of Democrats, 77% of Independents, and 49%
of Republicans approved of this provision.

Sale & Tax of Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets



Granite State Poll Methodology

These findings are based on the latest Granite State Poll, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
eight hundred and twenty-four (1,824) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 13 and May 17, 2021.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate
for the May 2021 Granite State Poll is 30%. The design effect for the survey is 2.6%.

Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as well as party registraƟon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecƟon results in New Hampshire.

The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesƟgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 6,000 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cell phone numbers to parƟcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parƟcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.

The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesƟons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.

For more informaƟon about the methodology used in the Granite State Panel, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email
at andrew.smith@unh.edu.
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Approval of Governor Sununu's Job Performance

Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling his job as governor?
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Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) SituaƟon

Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling the coronavirus (COVID-19) situaƟon?
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Favorability - Chris Sununu

Below are a list of poliƟcal figures in the U.S. and New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion
of each of them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Governor Chris Sununu
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LegalizaƟon for RecreaƟonal Use

Do you support or oppose legalizing the possession of small amounts of marijuana for personal recreaƟonal use in New Hampshire
similar to what other states have done?

Sale & Tax of Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets

If small amounts of marijuana were legalized for personal use in New Hampshire, would you approve or disapprove of marijuana being
sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar to alcohol or tobacco?
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Approval of Governor Sununu's Job Performance
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Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) SituaƟon
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15%

28%

21%

44%

59%

0%

1%

1%

6%

28%

25%

27%

13%

32%

23%

25%

23%

40%

52%

47%

58%

1%

8%

1%

0%

0%

28%

20%

25%

27%

12%

15%

19%

31%

21%

22%

35%

26%

53%

49%

46%

49%

52%

59%

1%

1%

0%

6%

32%

24%

18%

14%

31%

26%

20%

21%

36%

49%

61%

59%

0%

5%

0%

18%

37%

5%

34%

30%

30%

17%

65%

51%

27%

78%

522

751

500

728

315

763

542

718

466

1,279

232

964

332

638

505

113

373

564

393

483

908

876

230

376

559

653

304

159

468

284

277

326

309

600

275

601

45

27

934

801

Favorability - Chris Sununu



Strongly
support

Somewhat
support Neutral

Somewhat
oppose

Strongly
oppose

Don't
know/Not
sure

STATEWIDE May 2021 0%9%7%8%19%56%

N

1,824

Voting
Registration

Registered Democrat

Registered Undeclared/Not Reg.

Registered Republican

Party ID Democrat

Independent

Republican

Ideology Liberal

Moderate

Conservative

Media Usage Boston Globe reader

Conservative radio listener

Fox News viewer

Local newspapers reader

NHPR listener

Union Leader reader

WMUR viewer

Age of
Respondent

18 to 34

35 to 49

50 to 64

65 and older

Gender of
Respondent

Men

Women

Level of
Education

High school or less

Tech school/Some college

College graduate

Postgraduate work

Region of
State

Central/Lakes

Connecticut Valley

Manchester Area

Mass Border

North Country

Seacoast

Gender &
Education

Men, no college degree

Men, college degree

Women, no college degree

Women, college degree

2020
Presidential
Vote

Voted for Trump

Voted for Biden

Voted for other 2020 candidate

Did not vote in 2020

1%

0%

1%

20%

7%

2%

6%

10%

5%

9%

7%

7%

29%

17%

14%

36%

59%

71%

1%

0%

0%

17%

5%

3%

11%

6%

4%

9%

5%

7%

25%

16%

15%

36%

67%

72%

0%

1%

0%

20%

7%

1%

9%

9%

2%

9%

9%

5%

29%

15%

14%

33%

60%

78%

1%

1%

1%

0%

1%

0%

0%

10%

7%

7%

13%

17%

18%

3%

7%

11%

5%

5%

10%

8%

2%

9%

6%

7%

8%

12%

7%

11%

20%

26%

20%

15%

22%

20%

30%

53%

49%

60%

58%

39%

46%

54%

1%

1%

0%

15%

14%

7%

1%

10%

9%

4%

5%

14%

6%

6%

5%

23%

17%

29%

10%

38%

52%

53%

79%

1%

0%

7%

11%

5%

9%

7%

8%

25%

14%

55%

58%

0%

1%

1%

14%

8%

9%

9%

8%

7%

7%

7%

8%

8%

8%

7%

25%

14%

15%

23%

45%

62%

60%

54%

0%

0%

1%

0%

1%

0%

13%

7%

8%

11%

5%

12%

8%

4%

7%

11%

6%

7%

10%

5%

10%

10%

4%

5%

10%

36%

14%

14%

27%

24%

59%

49%

60%

54%

58%

53%

1%

1%

0%

10%

5%

9%

12%

6%

4%

8%

10%

6%

8%

10%

7%

19%

28%

18%

12%

58%

54%

55%

60%

1%

0%

2%

8%

4%

16%

0%

2%

5%

11%

0%

7%

7%

9%

5%

11%

17%

23%

93%

73%

68%

41%

523

751

500

729

315

763

543

718

466

1,280

233

964

332

640

506

113

374

564

393

483

908

877

230

376

560

653

304

159

469

284

277

326

309

600

275

602

45

27

934

803

LegalizaƟon for RecreaƟonal Use



Strongly
approve

Somewhat
approve Neutral

Somewhat
disapprove

Strongly
disapprove

Don't
know/Not
sure

STATEWIDE May 2021 1%9%4%8%21%57%

N

1,824

Voting
Registration

Registered Democrat

Registered Undeclared/Not Reg.

Registered Republican

Party ID Democrat

Independent

Republican

Ideology Liberal

Moderate

Conservative

Media Usage Boston Globe reader

Conservative radio listener

Fox News viewer

Local newspapers reader

NHPR listener

Union Leader reader

WMUR viewer

Age of
Respondent

18 to 34

35 to 49

50 to 64

65 and older

Gender of
Respondent

Men

Women

Level of
Education

High school or less

Tech school/Some college

College graduate

Postgraduate work

Region of
State

Central/Lakes

Connecticut Valley

Manchester Area

Mass Border

North Country

Seacoast

Gender &
Education

Men, no college degree

Men, college degree

Women, no college degree

Women, college degree

2020
Presidential
Vote

Voted for Trump

Voted for Biden

Voted for other 2020 candidate

Did not vote in 2020

1%

1%

3%

18%

8%

4%

7%

3%

2%

11%

7%

5%

27%

21%

16%

36%

60%

71%

1%

0%

2%

18%

4%

4%

5%

2%

3%

10%

10%

5%

29%

19%

15%

38%

64%

72%

1%

2%

1%

21%

6%

2%

4%

5%

2%

9%

9%

4%

32%

15%

16%

33%

62%

75%

1%

3%

1%

4%

0%

0%

0%

11%

6%

7%

13%

18%

19%

3%

4%

5%

3%

5%

7%

4%

8%

9%

5%

6%

6%

11%

9%

4%

22%

29%

23%

23%

23%

23%

29%

53%

52%

60%

49%

41%

45%

56%

3%

0%

1%

1%

14%

15%

7%

1%

8%

2%

4%

2%

9%

11%

5%

5%

25%

21%

26%

14%

41%

50%

58%

77%

2%

1%

8%

11%

3%

4%

8%

7%

26%

16%

53%

61%

3%

2%

1%

1%

13%

7%

7%

12%

6%

4%

2%

4%

7%

10%

9%

6%

19%

13%

22%

25%

53%

65%

59%

52%

1%

0%

3%

3%

1%

13%

6%

7%

11%

6%

13%

7%

3%

4%

4%

2%

3%

7%

5%

7%

15%

7%

4%

19%

40%

16%

13%

25%

24%

53%

46%

65%

54%

56%

56%

3%

2%

2%

0%

10%

7%

7%

13%

5%

2%

5%

4%

7%

8%

10%

6%

18%

30%

13%

18%

57%

51%

64%

59%

0%

2%

1%

2%

11%

3%

17%

0%

8%

3%

5%

0%

1%

6%

10%

5%

7%

17%

27%

93%

73%

68%

42%

523

751

500

729

315

763

543

718

466

1,280

233

963

332

639

506

113

374

564

393

483

908

877

230

375

560

653

304

159

469

283

277

326

309

600

274

602

45

27

934

802

Sale & Tax of Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets


