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Savoring Memories: The Impact of Ryan Vansylvong's Legacy on Sonny's Tavern and its 
Publics 
Ella Cox 
 

Sonny's Tavern is a lively local establishment and cherished gathering place in Dover, New 

Hampshire, known for its delicious comfort food and atmosphere to match. Here, the characters 

come together to honor the memory and values of Ryan Vansylvong, a gifted chef whose 

untimely passing brought deep shock and grief. Despite Ryan's epilepsy diagnosis, which can 

cause symptoms such as loss of consciousness, he pursued his passion for cooking, which earned 

him the respect and admiration of his colleagues and customers. The outpouring of respect and 

support has been invaluable to the restaurant's success. The establishment managed 

communication during the tragedy through social media, showcasing an authentic narrative of 

the dedicated team marked by crises of loss and grief, as well as heroic actions of solidarity and 

hope. The story of Ryan’s loss actively shapes the restaurant and its diverse publics, highlighting 

the importance of camaraderie, resilience, and shared humanity in building meaningful 

connections with customers. 

 

Cultivating a culture of empathy and mutual care in businesses is crucial for building strong 

relationships with customers. The retelling of Ryan’s story does more than narrate events; it 

forges bonds of loyalty between the establishment and its patrons. Sonny's Tavern's general 

manager and Ryan's close working friend, Tyler, released this statement: "I had the privilege to 

watch Ryan grow from being a fry cook to becoming the talented chef he was in the short five 

years I have been at Sonny's. I could closely watch his craft and see the love and passion he put 

into every dish he created here. We had big plans together, and I am heartbroken that he will not 

get to live out those dreams he had. He became an outstanding leader, helping us build our strong 

team that will miss him deeply." Tyler and others close to Ryan remember him as a creative, 

talented, and kind-hearted person who showed outstanding leadership qualities in building the 

 

restaurant’s team. By cultivating a sense of belonging and mutual care, Ryan set an example for 

other organizations to develop meaningful connections with their coworkers and customers. The 
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team at this establishment prioritizes the happiness and satisfaction of their customers while also 

extending the same level of care and consideration to each other, creating a positive and 

supportive environment that breeds trust. 

 

The blending of fact and fiction in his narrative is evident in how stories and tributes immortalize 

his persona. The story immortalizes Ryan through anecdotes and tributes, which have become 

integral to the restaurant's foundational ethos. Stories and tributes immortalize his persona while 

inspiring vulnerability: "Ryan was one of the best friends in all my life and among the most 

dedicated chefs I have ever known, let alone working under for many years. This is a profound 

loss for friends and the community, but I know that Sonny will forever honor his memory and 

influence on their success, and I honor him as a wonderful person and part of the family. Please 

run a hot dog stuffed with hot dogs that are special in his memory. (anyone who worked with or 

grew up with him probably knows what I mean)". Ryan was a talented chef whom many people 

deeply loved, and the memories shared of him have offered comfort to individuals who all 

recognized his impact on their lives. Ryan brought genuine compassion and a good, dry sense of 

humor to everyone he met. One of the pranks was when he asked a friend to fetch a rice peeler 

from the basement kitchen, which did not exist. Even now, the staff can still feel Ryan's 

mischievous nature through the pranks they play on each other. Sharing these tales of Ryan 

reminds them that part of a healthy work-life is not taking oneself so seriously all the time. 

Amidst the laughter and tears, the story pulses with the raw emotions of real life, leaving no 

room for artificiality but inviting readers into an authentic portrayal of community, loss, and 

resilience. Ryan's mom responded to the post with gratitude, expressing her appreciation for the 

outpouring of love and support during a difficult time: "Thank you for this beautiful post. He 

loved what he did, and we were extremely proud of him as the chef he had become. The 

outpouring of love here is amazing and beyond what words can describe. Thank you for your 

support during this tough time and for being such a special part of his life". The memories that 

people have shared since Ryan’s passing have been a great source of comfort for individuals, 

once strangers, whose shared love brings life to new friendships. 
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Ryan's life journey poignantly reminds us that time is fleeting and making the most of it is 

crucial. Despite being diagnosed with epilepsy, Ryan pursued his passion for cooking and 

excelled as a chef. The restaurant industry is notorious for being chaotic and unpredictable, but 

Ryan's commitment and love for his craft never wavered. He was always there for his team, and 

his legacy will continue to inspire them moving forward: "Ryan, we might have empty seats and 

empty stomachs right now. However, the last thing we have is empty hearts. Remember when I 

told you it was a marathon and not a sprint? I am sorry you ended up in a sprint; you deserved 

the marathon, my friend." Stories like Ryan's remind us how fleeting our time on Earth is with 

the ones we love, getting to do the things we love. When I think of Ryan's journey, I see a person 

who was so filled with passion and raw talent that becoming anything but a chef would have 

been a disservice to him and all the lives he touched along the way. Ryan's passing has left a 

void in the community, but it is now up to them to ensure his story and memory live on. Ryan's 

journey epitomizes the idea that it is not our time but how we spend it that truly matters. Ryan's 

passion for cooking and his death reminds us that we should cherish the time we spend with our 

loved ones and pursue our passions with unwavering determination. 

  

 

  


