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TOWN INFORMATION

PHONE NUMBER: 237-5255

FAX NUMBER: 237-8270

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 157

Colebrook, NH 03576

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 1919 US Route 3

Columbia, NH 03576

E-MAIL ADDRESS: Columbia@nica.net

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MEETINGS: 2nd & 4th Monday of each month

6:00 p.m.

PLANNING BOARD
MEETINGS: 2nd Monday of each month

5:00 p.m.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETINGS: As needed
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT

The past year has been a busy one for Town government. The

complexities of running a town, even a small one such as Columbia, are

growing each year. No longer does the Selectman's job consist of meeting

twice per month to sign checks. Every year the State and Federal

governments require more of municipalities. These requirements translate to

the Selectmen spending more and more time attending meetings, both

locally and at the State level, to remain current on what the Town's

responsibilities are in an ever-changing world.

Our total town-wide revaluation was completed this past year on time

and within budget. Overall, there were few problems or complaints. In

order to avoid the expense of doing another town-wide revaluation, the

Board has signed a contract with Avitar Associates to perform these services

on an on-going basis. The Town will be divided into four segments. Each

year, one segment will be reviewed. On the fifth year, all properties will be

brought up to market value based on the most recent sales information.

Again, this year we are faced with the problem of outgrowing our

current office space. A Building Committee, which was open to any

resident, was formed after Town Meeting last year with seven members

volunteering their time. The Committee has spent much time researching

different options. We sincerely believe that the time has come for the Town

to build a new municipal office building. Not only will this solution give us

much needed meeting and storage space but it also allows for future

expansion years down the road. With the offices no longer located at the

Town Hall, we will be able to convert the Hall itself back to its original size.

In doing so, we will comply with federal legislation (Help America Vote

Act.) This will also help by giving us additional seating room for Town
Meetings. We ask for your support in voting for this much needed office

building. The Town continues to grow and we must grow with it.



At this time, we would lii^e to recognize Donald Campbell and

Edward Poulin who are not seeking re-election this year. Mr. Poulin has

served the Town for the past 30 years on the Planning Board. He has been a

wonderful source of knowledge with regards to the Town and its growth.

Mr. Campbell has served as a Selectman for the past 4 years. He has been a

valuable member of the Board and an asset to the Building Committee. We
will miss them both and wish them well in future endeavors.

Norman Cloutier

Eric Stohl

Donald Campbell



WARRANT

The Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of

Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on

Tuesday, the 8th day of March, next, at 7:15 o'clock in the evening to

act upon the following subjects:

Article 1: To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to

be elected by ballot for the year ensuing.

Article 2: To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to appoint all

other Town Officials as required.

Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $318,000.00 for the construction of a new Municipal Office

Building, and to authorize the issuance of not more than $318,000.00

in notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance

Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Selectmen to issue such notes

and to determine the rate of interest thereon. Further, to raise and
appropriate the sum of $71 ,334.00 for the first year's payment. (2/3

ballot vote required) (Board of Selectmen recommends this article.)

Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $200,000.00 for the purchase of land located at Map 408,

Lots 7 and 9. Said amount to be taken from the December 31

,

2004 unreserved fund balance and not to be raised through taxation.

This is a non-lapsing appropriation and will not lapse until the land is

completely paid for or by December 31, 2009, whichever is sooner.

(Board of Selectmen recommends this article.)



Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $87,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.

Article 6; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $4,500.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.

Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $4,360.00 to help support the operation of the Colebrook

Communications Center.

Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $6,750.00 to help support the services of the Upper

Connecticut Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund.

Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital

Association to cover medical emergencies.

Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut

Valley Home Health Association.

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $500.00 as a contribution for the support and services of the

Upper Connecticut Valley Mental Health Service.

Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $200.00 as a contribution for the support and services of the

Vershire Center.

Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $5,000.00 to be added to the Town Cemetery Maintenance

Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (Board of Selectmen

recommends this appropriation.)



Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach Program.

Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $4,000.00 for the support of the poor.

Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to extend Winter Maintenance

for the northeast end of Bungy Road by 440 feet past the Fred and

Margaret Smith residence. (By Petition)

Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $70,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this

$70,000.00, $37,556.00 to be reimbursed by the State of New
Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.

Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $74,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.

Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.

Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.

Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $13,300.00 for appraisal upkeep.

Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $91 0.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.

Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $296.00 to help support the services of the American Red

Cross.

Article 24: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to apply

for State and Federal Funds and to apply for, contract for and accept

10



aid relative to disasters and incur debts for temporary loans for same
should the need arise.

Article 25: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.

th
Given our hands and seals this 14 day of February, A.D.

2005.

A True Copy - Attest:

s/ Norman Cloutier

s/ Eric Stohl

s/ Donald Campbell

Board of Selectmen

s/ Norman Cloutier

s/ Eric Stohl

s/ Donald Campbell

Board of Selectmen

11
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MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN MEETING
MARCH 9, 2004

Moderator, Arthur Dodge, Jr., called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. Mr.

Dodge reviewed the rules of the meeting. Boy Scouts Brett Pike,

Christopher Hastings, Cody Hastings and Jeremy Moren presented the

colors and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. The Moderator asked

for a moment of silence in memory of Town Treasurer Barbara T. Killam.

Articles of the warrant were voted on as follows:

ARTICLE 1: The Polls were open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (A

total of 58 votes were cast, which accounts for 18% of

the checklist.) Officers elected were announced by the

Moderator as follows:

ARTICLE 2:

Selectman

Moderator

Treasurer

Supervisor of

Checklist

Trustee of Trust

Funds

Norman Cloutier 3 -year term

Arthur Dodge, Jr. 2-year term

Jennifer Wells 1-year term

Diane Little 6-year term

Marcia Parkhurst 1 -year term

Motion made by Irene Dodge and seconded by Carolyn

Foss-Monson to instruct the Selectmen to appoint all

Other Town Officers as required. Motion carried by

voice vote.

ARTICLES:

ARTICLE 4:

Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded

by Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of

$80,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Garry

Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,500.00

for extinguishing fires in said Town. Motion carried by

voice vote.

17



ARTICLE 5:

ARTICLE 6:

Motion made by Virginia Weber and seconded by Phil

Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,147.00

to help support the operation of the Colebrook

Communications Center. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by James
Lawrence to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,750.00

to help support the services of the Upper Connecticut

Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund. Motion carried by

voice vote.

ARTICLE 7: Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by Ronald

Beloin to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,200.00

for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital Association

to cover medical emergencies. Motion carried by voice

vote.

ARTICLE 8:

ARTICLE 9:

ARTICLE 10:

ARTICLE 11:

Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by Ronald

Beloin to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for

operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut Valley

Home Health Association. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Clifton

Boudle, Jr. to raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00

as a contribution for the support and services of the

Upper Connecticut Valley Mental Heath Service.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Dale

Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00

as a contribution for the support and services of the

Vershire Center. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Carolyn Monson and seconded by

Dale Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of

$7,500.00 to be added to the Town Cemetery

Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund previously

established. Motion carried by voice vote.

18



ARTICLE 12:

ARTICLE 13:

ARTICLE 14:

Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by

Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum
of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach

Program. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by

Phil Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of

$4,000.00 for support of the poor.

Phil Monson asked if the Town gets repaid for the

money that they pay out in support of the poor.

Selectman Campbell explained that in some
instances the Town does get repaid. In other

situations, the Town can place a lien on the person's

property for the amount of the aid. This lien plus

interest gets paid off when the property is sold.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by

Phil Monson to pass the article as written. "Whereas

the Town of Columbia previously maintained 0.2

miles of C. Stoddard Road located off Marshall Hill

as a Class V road until the Goodrum family moved.

The road has now been renamed 'Oakes Road.' The

petitioners put forth an Article to see if the Town will

vote to reinstate 0.2 miles of Oakes Road as a Class V
road." (By petition)

Dr. Soucy asked to speak to the motion, explaining that

it had previously been a Class V road and that basically

all they wanted was the road plowed in the winter.

Selectman Stohl explained that this road is currently a

Class VI road and that once the Town starts putting

money into the road it will automatically become a

Class V road again which means both summer and winter

maintenance. Dr. Soucy stated that the people

who live on the road would be willing to cut the brush

and make a turn-around for the plow truck driver.

Selectman Stohl stated that they would need to bring it

19



up to Class V state specifications which would include

possible ditching, grading, etc. Richard Perkins asked

what would happen if someone else were to build a

home past the .2 miles on the road. Selectman Stohl

stated that if we pass this article, the Town would

maintain only .2 miles. This mileage would only be *

extended if approved by the voters at a subsequent

Town Meeting. Dr. Soucy stated that he would like to

amend the Article by adding "and the petitioners agree

to bring the first .2 miles and the turn-around of said

Oakes Road up to Class V state specifications." Motion

was seconded by James Lawrence.

The moderator asked for a voice vote on the amendment.

Amendment passed by voice vote.

Moderator Dodge explained that he had received a

request for a written ballot on this article. The results

of the written ballot were 40 - yes and 33 - no. Motion

passed.

ARTICLE 15: Motion made by Francis Gray and seconded by

James Lawrence to see if the Town will vote to

provide winter maintenance for South Jordan Hill

Road, a distance of approximately one mile. (By

petition)

James Lawrence asked to speak to this motion. Mr.

Lawrence explained that the families living on this road

would like it to be plowed in the winter. He stated that

currently Clark Jeffers, Jr. is plowing the road at the

expense of the residents. He asked Mr. Jeffers what he

thought it would cost to plow the road for the winter.

Mr. Jeffers stated that he believed it would cost

approximately $5,000.00. Mr. Lawrence asked Mr.

Boudle why the Town had put a price of $10,000.00

on the road. Mr. Boudle explained that he and the

Selectmen were looking at the worst-case scenario.

20



The road is very steep and narrow. If we had a

winter with a lot of freezing rain, that road would

require a great deal of sand. Mr. Boudle explained

that he was not in favor of passing this article.

Scott Stepanian asked to speak. He also stated

that he was not in favor of passing this article.

Renee Tessier asked what would need to be done

to the road for summer maintenance. Mr. Boudle

said that overall the road is in pretty good condition

and that it wouldn't take that much money to

prepare it for winter plowing. He again stated that

it wasn't the condition of the road that made plowing

so expensive. It is the fact that the road is very steep

and narrow.

The moderator stated that he had received a request

for a written ballot on this article. The results of the

written ballot were 40 - yes and 34 - no.

ARTICLE 16: Motion made by James Lawrence and seconded by

Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of

$70,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads.

Out of this $70,000.00, $32,335.00 to be reimbursed

by the State ofNew Hampshire Highway Block Grant

monies.

Garry Parkhurst asked if we needed to amend this

article since we just took over two new roads.

Selectman Campbell said that we would need to

re-allocate the funds we have.

Motion carried by voice vote.

ARTICLE 17: Motion made by Wayne Volkmann and seconded

by Carolyn Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate

the sum of $60,000.00 for the maintenance of

winter roads.

21



Motion made by Selectman Cloutier and seconded

by Selectman Stohl to amend the dollar figure in the

article to read "$74,000.00". Motion carried by
voice vote.

ARTICLE 18:

ARTICLE 19:

ARTICLE 20:

ARTICLE 21:

ARTICLE 22:

Moderator Dodge asked for a vote on the article

as amended. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by

Ronald Beloin to raise and appropriate the sum of

$27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and

seconded by Ronald Beloin to raise and

appropriate the sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook

Public Library. Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by

Clifton Boudle, Jr. to raise and appropriate the

sum of $5,000.00 for appraisal upkeep. Motion

carried by voice vote.

Motion made by James Lawrence and seconded

by Phil Monson to raise and appropriate the sum
of $910.00 for maintenance of the tax maps.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by

Robert Soucy to raise and appropriate the sum
of $296.00 to help support the services of the

American Red Cross. Motion carried by voice

vote.

22



ARTICLE 23: Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and
seconded by Clifton Boudle, Jr. to raise and

appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 to purchase

the former Lynn Parkhurst residence for the

purpose of moving the Town Offices to that

location. This sum to come from the 2003 fund

balance and not to be raised through taxation.

Selectman Stohl spoke to the article. He stated

that the purchase price of the property was
$75,000.00 and that the Board felt an additional

$25,000.00 would be needed for minor renovations

such as a handicap ramp, parking lot, etc. He
explained to the meeting how a fiind balance

comes about and that this purchase would not

increase the town tax rate. He said that the

Board had only learned in January that this

property was for sale. After viewing it, the

Board members felt that it would be an ideal

location for the Town Offices. Selectman

Stohl explained that the changes done to the

the Hall itself (installation of a handicapped

voting booth, larger aisles, etc.) were the result

of federal legislation titled "Help America Vote
Act." He noted that the 100 + people in

attendance could not all be seated. If the

offices were removed from this building, it would
add anotJier 495 feet of seating space.

Phil Monson stated that he had vi(;wed the house

and that the felt it would require $25,000 to

$30,000 to correct the problems that he had seen.

Several people stated that perhaps it

was time to buy land and build a building for

the Town Offices rather than use another old

building. Robert Young stated that "Columbia
was an old town and that he thought we should

23



ARTICLE 24:

ARTICLE 25:

have an old building for Town OfiQc s rather

than a new one." Kenneth Grimes stated "that

we need to look 100 years in the future as to

what the Town's needs would be." James
Lawrence suggested that perhaps the Town
should form a Building Committee to look

into what the Town should do for new Town '

offices. After much discussion, again the

Moderator stated that he had received a

request for a written ballot on this article.

Results of the written ballot were 39 - no

and 36 - yes.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded

by Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the

sum of $10,000.00 to be added to the Road
Improvement Capital Reserve Fund previously

established. This sum to come from the 2003
fund balance and not to be raised through

taxation. Motion passed by voice vote.

Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded

by Scott DeBlois to authorize the Selectmen

to apply for State and Federal ftinds and to

apply for, contract for, and accept aid relative

to disasters and incur debts for temporary

loans should the need arise. Motion passed

by voice vote.

ARTICLE 26: To transact any other business which may
legally come before this meeting.

Selectman Stohl stated to the meeting that

as of June 30, 2004, the Town will no longer

be able to purchase water rights from Mr.

Gadwah next door. Therefore, the Town needs

to look into acquiring water for the Town
Hall somewhere else or drill our own well.

24



Selectman Campbell read a note receivr J

from David Killam thanking the Townspeople

for their care and concern at the untimely

death of Mrs. Killam. Selectman Campbell

stated that the Board would like to purchase

a "grandmother's clock" in honor of the many
hours Mrs. Killam devoted to the Town. Everyone

in attendance felt that would be an excellent

idea.

William Schomburg told the meeting that the

Conservation Commission was looking into

purchasing land from Malcolm Washburn along

the river. If purchased, the land would be used

for canoeing, picnicking, swimming, etc.

Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by Dale Simpson to dissolve

the meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

Moderator, Arthur Dodge, Jr., declared the meeting dissolved at 10:25 p.m.

The Town Clerk, in accordance with the laws ofNew Hampshire, swore in

all elected officers.

Respectfully submitted,

1

Marcia L. Parkhurst

Town Clerk

25
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2004 TAX RATE CALCULATIONS

Town Appropriations: $ 303,628.00

Less: Revenues ($ 319,119.00)

Less: Shared Revenues ($ 3,133.00)

Add: Overlay $ 10,195.00

Add: War Service Credits $ 9,900.00

NET TOWN APPROPRIATIONS $ 1,471.00

School Appropriations: $1,028,735.00

Less: Adequate Education Grant ($ 310,883.00)

Less: State Education Taxes ($ 120,664.00)

NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS: $597,188.00

State Education Taxes Computation:

$3.33 X $36,235,512.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)

= $120,664.00 divided by $45,390,982.00 (local assessed

valuation - no utilities) = $2.66

County Appropriations: $ 245,569.00

Less: Shared Revenues ($ 1,099.00)

NET COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS: $244,470.00

TOWN RATE: $ .02

LOCAL SCHOOL RATE: $ 9.57

STATE SCHOOL RATE: $ 2.66

COUNTY RATE: $ 3.87

TOTAL - 2004 TAX RATE $16.12
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Cash with Treasurer, January 1 , 2005: $692, 1 00. 14

Unredeemed Taxes:

Levy of 2001 $ 580.58

Levy of 2002 $10,421.32

Levy of 2003 $15,392.70

$ 26,394.60

Uncollected Taxes:

2004 Property $66,029.95

$ 66,029.95

Trust Funds: $171,539.80

TOTAL ASSETS: $956,064.49

Due School District: $483,852.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES: $483,852.00

NET ASSETS: $472,212.49
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY

Town Hall (Route 3):

Furniture & Equipment:

Columbia Covered Bridge:

Town Garage (Keach Road):

$108,600.00

$ 50,000.00

$300,000.00

$ 17,500.00

Tax-Deeded Properties:

Map 403, Lot 36 (Route 3)

Map 403, Lot 64 (Route 3)

Map 420, Lot 6 (Bungy Road)

$ 20,600.00

$ 900.00

$ 41,200.00
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TOWN CLERK'S REPORT

During the year ending December 31, 2004, I received and

remitted to the treasurer the following amounts:

Auto Permits



TREASURER'S REPORT

TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT

BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2004: $642,580.73

Received from:

Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;

Reimbursement for Salt

Caird, George; Motor Vehicle Accident

Colebrook District Court; Civil Forfeitures

Colebrook Ski-Bees; Lease on Town Garage

Columbia Residents; Refrigerator Disposal

Columbia Residents; Current Use Release

Recording Fee

First Colebrook Bank; Interest on Accounts

Hanover Insurance Company; Motor Vehicle

Accident

LGC WC Trust, LLC; Insurance Refund

Laperle, Brian; Payment for Calcuim Chloride

NH Public Deposit Investment Pool; Interest

North Country Dance Academy, Hall Rental

Planning Board; Fees

Ray Davis Realty; Copy of Tax Blotter

Selectmen's Fees; Junkyard License fees,

pistol permits, copies of tax cards and

maps, etc.

Shallow River Properties, Inc.; Payment in

Lieu of Taxes

S. Gray Construction Co., Inc.;

Reimbursement for Salt

State of New Hampshire -

Forest Fire Reimbursement
Forest Land Reimbursement - Nash Stream

Highway Block Grant

Revenue Sharing

Rooms and Meals Tax
SP Rail Fund

Town of Colebrook; Reimbursement for

Calcuim Chloride

$3,992.10

$1,922.90

$150.00

$26.00

$215.00

$17.37

$1,548.57

$2,400.00

$428.36

$650.00

$1,593.96

$200.00

$1,538.42

$25.00

$177.78

$1,500.00

$611.81

$509.97

$3,578.95

$32,335.09

$8,617.00

$26,006.15

$1,784.00

$3,634.20
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TREASURER'S REPORT

Town of Columbia - Tax Collector

Town of Columbia - Town Clerk

Town monies transferred and

redeposited

Trustee of Trust Funds; Interest on accounts

Total Monies Received During 2004

Total Balance on Hand - 1/1/2004 and

monies received during year

Less Selectmen's Payments

Balance on Hand - January 1, 2005

$1,059,331.88

$138,365.00

$200,000.00

$12.81

$1,491,172.32

$2,133,753.05

($1,441,652.91)

$692,100.14

Checking Account

Savings Account

NH Public Deposit Investment Pool

$486,706.08

$129,169.09

$76,224.97

$692,100.14

Jennifer L. Wells

Treasurer
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coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION REPORT
January 1 - December 31, 2004

Received from:

Deposits to

open account

Columbia $2,000.00

January - December $10,341.47

Lemington $ 400.00

January - December $ 2,603.02

Stewartstown $5,500.00

January - December $37,855.76

Columbia Residents $ 1,005.48

Lemington Residents $ 115.09

Stewartstown Residents $2,159.83
Northeast Resource Recovery Association $ 1,610.15

Caselia Waste Systems, Inc. $ 41.11

Total Deposits to Open Account $ 7,900.00

$63,631.91

Less Payments: $55,731.91

Checking Account Balance: $ 7,900.00

Jennifer L. Wells

Treasurer
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2004

Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;

Reimbursement for Road Salt $3,992. 1

Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Junkyard Permits $35.00
Pistol Permits $142.78

Caird, George; Reimbursement for

Motor Vehicle Accident $1 ,922.90

Colebrook District Court,

Civil Forfeitures - Dogs $150.00
Colebrook Ski-Bees; Rental on

Clubhouse $26.00
Colebrook

, Town of; Reimbursement
for Calcuim Chloride $3,634.20

Columbia House - UCVMH; Payment
in Lieu of Taxes $1 ,500.00

Columbia Residents; Freon removal, $215.00
Columbia Residents; Current Use
Recording Fee $17.37

First Colebrook Bank; Interest on

Deposits $1,548.57
Hanover Insurance Company;
Motor Vehicle Accident $2,400.00

Laperle, Brian; Purchase of

Calcuim Chloride $650.00
Local Government Center - PLT, Inc.

Refund on Workmen's
Compensation Audit $428.36

New Hampshire Public Deposit

Investment Pool; Interest $1,593.96
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2004

North Country Dance Academy;

Town Hall Rental $200.00

Planning Board $1,538.42

Ray Davis Realty; Copy of Tax Blotter $25.00

S. Gray Construction, Inc.;

Reimbursement for Road Salt $61 1 .81

State of New Hampshire; Fire Permits

and mileage - State's share $509.97

State of New Hampshire; Forest

Land Reimbursement $3,578.95

State of New Hampshire; Highway

Block Grant $32,335.09

State of New Hampshire; Revenue

Sharing $8,617.00

State of New Hampshire; Rooms &
Meals Tax $26,006.15

State of New Hampshire; SP
Rail Fund $1,784.00

Tax Collector

Bad Check Penalties $175.00

Inventory Penalties $290.00

Costs & Fees $873.09

2004 Current Use Taxes $1 1 ,800.00

Previous Years Current Use Taxes $8,600.00

interest on Taxes $5,655.36

2004 Property Taxes $886,955.24

Previous Years Property Taxes $67,347.60

Tax Sales Redeemed $20,220.25

2004 Yield Taxes $56,054.91

Excavation Taxes $980.00

Overpayment $380.43
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2004

Town Clerk



SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS - 2004

TOWN CHARGES:
Officers' Salaries $31,427.22

Officers' Expenses $32,285.59

Election & Registration $1 , 1 98.50

Town Buildings & Utilities $10,797.80

Insurance $4,442.82

PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
Fire $9,155.83

Radio Communications $4,147.37

Health $13,596.00

Sanitation & Recycling $25,647.87

HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:

Summer Road & Bridges $62,304.26

Winter Roads $65,571.41

LIBRARY:
Colebrook Public Library $2,975.00

PUBLIC WELFARE:
Town Poor $4,132.86

CEMETERIES:
Cemeteries $7,500.00
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS - 2004

PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DIVISIONS:

State & County $243,437.39

Columbia School District $638,423.00

MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals

Monies Transferred & Redeposited

Regional Associations

Taxes Bought By Town
Transfers to Trust Funds

Vital Statistics

Refunds/Reimbursements

Revaluation

TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR 2004

$5,576.50

$200,000.00

$579.00

$31,306.54

$10,000.00

$176.00

$2,705.94

$34,266.01

$1,441,652.91
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES

OFFICERS' SALARIES:

Campbell, Donald; Selectman Salary $1,847.00

& Planning Board Salary $369.40

Campbell, Stacey; Planning Board Salary $554.05

Cloutier, Norman; Selectman Salary $1,847.00

Dodge, Arthur, Jr.; Moderator Salary $225.00

Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary $3,694.00

Parkhurst, Kenneth; Transfer Station Rep. $277.05

Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/

Secretary Salary ' $17,895.05

Poulin, Edward; Planning Board Salary $415.57

Schomburg, William; Planning Board Salary $369.40

Simpson, Dale; Planning Board Salary $369.40

Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary $1,847.00

Tibbetts, Brenda; Asst. Moderator Salary $55.00

Wells, Jennifer; Treasurer Salary $1,662.30

$31,427.22

OFFICERS' EXPENSES:

Adair, William; Receipt Books for

Transfer Station $7.69

Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; Software

Support, Data Entry, Tax Bills, etc. $5,562.50

Blossom Shop, The; Flowers $70.00

B. M.S.!.; Software Support &
Updates '

$1,443.00

Campbell, Donald; Mileage Reimbursement $268.70

Campbell, Stacey; Reimbursement for

Recording Fee $23.00

Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates $910.00

Colebrook Office Supply; Office Supplies $1 ,807.07

CPI Printing; Treasurer Supplies $34.61
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

Dell Preferred Account; New Computer

for Tax Collector $1,146.00

Dineen & Crane; Auditing Town Books $3,600.00

First Colebrook Bank, The; Payroll $1,146.00

Taxes - 4th Quarter & FUTA - 2003 $3, 1 74.89

First Colebrook Bank, Bank Fee $55.50

J. P. Cooke, Co.; Dog Tags $58.30

Jordan Associates; Newspaper Notices $380.95

Llebl Printing; Printing Town Reports $1,545.00

Local Government Center, Inc.; Law Books,

Conference Registration, etc. $232.00

Matthew Bender Co., Law Book

Updates $278.60

NCIA; Internet Access & Computer repair $1 32.40

News & Sentinel, The; Notices,

Envelopes & Stationery $1 ,061 .00

NHCTCA; Conference Registration $72.00

NHOEP; Planning Board Workshop $40.00

North Country Council; Law Books $40.00

No. Country Humane Society; Stray Dogs $70.00

Parkhurst, Garry; Fees $1,662.00

Parkhurst, Marcia; Mileage

Reimbursement $26.75

Pitney Bowes Credit Corporation;

Postage Machine Rental and Supplies $868.1

1

Petty Cash; Postage, Supplies, etc. $200.00

Postmaster, Colebrook; Box Rental $136.00

Primedia Business; Town Clerk Supplies $198.00

Reliable Office Supplies; Printer for Town Clerk $380. 1

2

Russell & Desjardins; Professional Services $23.00

Schomburg, William; Reimbursement for

Copies of Deeds $10.00

Stohl, Eric; Reimbursement for Mileage

and Conference Expenses $333.01

U.S. Postal Service; Refill Postage Meter $2,300.00

U.S. Treasury; Social Security, Federal &

Medicare Taxes - 2004 $3,772.51
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

Waystack & King; Professional Services $332.88

WM Region Spring Workshop; Town Clerk

Workshop Registration $30.00

ELECTION & REGISTRATION:

$33,431.59

Dodge, Irene; Ballot Clerk $60.00

Foss-Monson, Carolyn; Supervisor

of Checklist $277.50

Jordan Associates; Notices $28.50

Little, Diane; Supervisor of Checklist $135.00

Morris, Martha; Ballot Clerk ,- $120.00

Parkhurst, Isabelle; Ballot Clerk - ^ $60.00

Perry, Theresa; Ballot Clerk $60.00

Rainville, Roberta; Ballot Clerk $180.00

Weber, Virginia; Supervisor of Checklist $277.50

$1,198.50

TOWN BUILDINGS:

AT&T; Phone - Town Hall 429.91

Campbell, Donald; Leveling ledgepack 300

Columbia Home & Building Supply; Supplies $1 13.37

Columbia Sand & Gravel; Ledgepack $413.09

Earley Rubbish & Recycling, LLC; Trash

Pick-up $153.00

Gadwah, Herbert; Water Rent $200.00

Gosselin, Albe; Water Rent - $50.00

Hicks, P.A. & Sons, Inc.; Supplies for Ramp $1,389.64

Inland Divers; Fire Extinguishers Checkup
^

$14.25

JC Contracting; Building Ramp $1,356.00

North Country Plumbing & Heating; Furnace

Repairs $358.25

Nugent Motor Company; Fuel $1,599.62

PSNH; Electricity - Town Hall $1,783.21
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

S. Gray Construction; Plowing Town Hall $1,347.50

Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;

Signs $40.04

Verizon; Phone - Town Hall $1,249.92

$10,797.80

INSURANCE:

Local Government Center - WCT, LLC
Workmen's Compensation Insurance $853.80

Local Government Center - PLT, LLC
Commercial Property & Liability

and Public Officials Bond $3,589.02

$4,442.82

PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:

FIRE:

Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire

Warden Reimbursement $420.90

Adair, Wallace, Deputy Forest Fire

Warden Reimbursement $394.84

Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection $4,648.35

Dion, Peter; Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement $416.20

Tire Tech & Safety of N.E., Inc.

Homeland Security Grant $2,519.69

*Frontline Fire & Rescue;

Homeland Security Grant $678.95
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

Parkhurst, Kenneth; Deputy Forest Fire

Warden Reimbursement $76.90

$9,155.83

*To be reimbursed by Homeland Security Grant

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS:

Colebrook, Town of; Communications

Center $4,147.37

HEALTH:

American Red Cross; 2004 Appropriation $296.00

Tri-County Community Action; 2004

Appropriation $650.00

U.C.V. H. Ambulance Fund; Appropriation $6,750.00

U.C.V.H. Association; Appropriation $2,200.00

U.C.V. Home Health; Appropriation $3,000.00

U.C.V. Mental Health; Appropriation $500.00

Vershire Center; Appropriation $200.00

$13,596.00

SANITATION:

AVRRD; Tipping Fees $8,703.42

Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's

Share $6,603.00

Coos County Transfer Station Account;

Solid Waste Disposal $1 0,341 .47

$25,647.89
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS 2004

HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:

MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS

B. Graham & Son; Grading

Bacon, Greg; Welding

Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;

Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,

moving equipment, etc.

Boudle, Clifton, Jr.; Storage Unit Rental

Brooks Agway; Seed, etc.

Cloutier Sand & Gravel; Grading & Gravel

Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel,

Culverts, etc.

Greer, Josh; Dumptruck Rental

Ideal Auto Supply; Supplies

Lambert, Kim; Roadside Mowing

Pike Industries, Inc.; Hot top

Puglisi, Joseph; Labor

S. Gray Construction, Inc; Dumptruck Rental

S. Owen Trucking; Dumptruck Rental

Schoenberg Salt Co., Inc.; Calcuim Chloride

Smith, Michael; Roadside Mowing

Tallmage, William; Gravel

Treasurer, State of NH; Street Signs,

Stop Signs, Poles, etc.

$810.00

$65.00

$30,705.10

$600.00

$157.90

$12,005.00

$913.00

$825.00

$50.20

$2,550.00

$208.95

$54.00

$372.50

$750.00

$7,268.40

$2,843.50

$891.00

$1,234.71

$62,304.26
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

MAINTENANCE - WINTER ROADS

Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Plowing Contract $60,775.00

Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Thawing Culverts

Cutting Trees, etc. $192.50

*North American Salt; Road Salt $3,992.10

**North American Salt; Road Salt $61 1 .81

$65,571.41

*Reimbursed by Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.

**Reimbursed by S. Gray Construction Co., Inc.

LIBRARY:

Colebrook Public Library;

2004 Appropriation $2,975.00

TOWN POOR:

Castmin Realty, LLC; Rent $850.00

Lewis Oil; Fuel $344.89

NH Electric Cooperative, Inc. $207.97

Verizon; Phone $2,730.00

$4,132.86
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

CEMETERIES:

Cemetery Maintenance Fund - transfer

monies "' $3,585.00

Earley Rubbish & Rcycling, LLC; Trash Pick-up $15.00

Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Mowing $300.00

JC Contracting; Mowing and brush cutting $2,700.00

Northern Property Maintenance; Mowing

and brush cutting $900.00

I

$7,500.00

STATE & COUNTY:

Bisson, Donald M.; County Treasurer,

County Taxes $242,569.00

Coos County Registry of Deeds;

Recording Fees, Redemptions &
Postage $483.89

Department of Agriculture; Dog

Licenses $346.50

Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;

Marriage Licenses $38.00

$243,437.39

SCHOOL DISTRICT:

Columbia School District $638,423.00
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

MISCELLANEOUS:

LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:

Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; General Assessing $5,576.50

Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; Revaluation $34,266.01

REFUNDS/ABATEMENTS:

$39,842.51

Archambault, Gregory; 2004 Tax Refund $51.00

Chann; Stephen; 2004 Tax Refund $185.00

Chiuppi, Lawrence; 2004 Tax Refund $9.00

Cloutier, Norman & Albert; 2004 Tax Refund $125.00

Colebrook Country Club; 2004 Tax Refund $12.00

Crowell, John; 2004 Tax Refund $80.00

Dauphinais, Mark; 2004 Tax Refund $1 1 7.00

Dickson, Donald, et als; 2004 Tax Refund $13.00

Dumoine Farms; 2004 Tax Refund $38.00

Estate of Clifton Cilley, Sr.; 2004 Tax Refund $66.00

Estate of Denis Rouleau; 2004 Tax Refund $32.00

Fillion, Donald; 2004 Tax Refund $34.00

Frizzell, Ellen; 2004 Tax Refund $21.00

Gould, Gregory; 2004 Tax Refund $12.00

Haynes, Brandon; 2004 Tax Refund ' $13.85

Hyatt Realty Trust; 2004 Tax Refund $228.00

Lavigne, Rose; 2004 Tax Refund $51.00

Lewis, Palmer; 2004 Tax Refund $39.00

MacDonald; Finley; 2004 Tax Refund $66.00

Martin, Frederick; 2004 Tax Refund $9.00

McKnight, John; 2004 Tax Refund $1 ,032.00

NYNEX; 2004 Tax Refund $21.00
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

Shallow, Wesley; 2004 Tax Refund $98.00

Simpson, William; 2004 Tax Refund $218.00

Sweatt, Frederick; 2004 Tax Refund $51 .00

Wiljanen, Walter; 2004 Tax Refund $79.00

Young, Beth; Wallace Trust Fund Interest $5.09

$2,705.94

MONIES TRANSFERRED & REDEPOSITED

New Hampshire Public Deposit Investment

Pool $200,000.00

Road Improvement Fund $10,000.00

$210,000.00

REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

NH Association of Assessing Officials;

2004 Dues $20.00

NH City & Town Clerks' Association

2004 Dues $20.00

NH Municipal Association; 2004 Dues $519.00

NH Tax Collectors' Association;

2004 Dues $20.00

$579.00
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2004

TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:

Town of Columbia - 2003 Taxes $31,306.54

VITAL STATISTICS:

Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;

Vital Statistics $176.00

GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS $1,441,652.91

r ^

49



coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION ACCOUNT

RECEIPTS:

Town of Stewartstown $37,855.76

Town of Columbia $10,341.47

Town of Lemington $ 2,603.02

Northeast Resource Recovery $ 1,610.15

Stewartstown Residents

Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 2,159.83

Columbia Residents

Building Debris, tires, etc. $1,005.48

Lemington Residents

Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 1 1 5.09

Casella Waste Systems, Inc. $ 41.11

TOTAL RECEIPTS: $55,731 .91

PAYMENTS:

Bolens Septic; Portable Toilet $ 900.00

Carney, Jesse; Plowing $ 1,385.00

Caron, Philip; Compacting $ 600.00

Colebrook Office Supply; Supplies $ 92.49

Coos County $22,500.00

Crawford, Ronald; Freon Removal $ 51.00

Grondin, Alan; Welding $ 80.00
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Normandeau; Trucking $27,104.35

Northeast Resource Recovery; Tanks $ 405.00

Northeast Resource Recovery; Tires $ 684.60

North Country Environmental

Services, Inc.; Tipping Fee $ 595.48

P.A. Hicks & Sons, Inc.; Supplies $ 153.07

Parkhurst, Kenneth; Labor & Expenses $ 873.22

Parkhurst, Garry; Labor $ 80.00

Treasurer, State of NH; Signs $ 47.20

W. Stewartstown Auto Parts; Supplies $ 30.50

Wells, Jennifer; Treasurer Salary $ 150.00

TOTAL PAYMENTS: .^ $55,731.91
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

On the following pages, is my report for the year ending

December 31 , 2004, along with a list of uncollected taxes as of that

date.

My office hours remain the same and are listed in the front of

the book for your convenience. You may, however, contact the office

during any normal business day to ask any questions you may have.

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions

regarding your tax bill.

Garry R. Parkhurst

Tax Collector
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
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JANUARY 1, 2004 - DECEMBER 31, 2004
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAXACCOUNTS

JANUARY 1, 2004 - DECEMBER 31, 2004

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2004 - DECEMBER 31, 2004

2003 2002 2001

Unredeemed lien balance

1/1/2004:



UNPAID TAXES

UNCOLLECTED 2004 PROPERTY TAXES:



UNPAID TAXES

Flanders, Clayton (Estate of)

Flanders, Clayton (Estate of)

Fort, Cindy Gilbert

Frasier, Robert A.

Gadwah, Mary A.

Gamache, Ricky

Gay, Douglas J.

Gilcreast, Lynwood
Gosselin, Albe D.

Green, Douglas J.N.

Hall, Diane

Hamel, Raymond P. & Derek R.

Hand, Dean & Rose

Hanewich, William J. & Manon
Haynes, Albert & Erica

Hebert, Carole A.

Howe, Blaze & Tara

Howland, Pamela

Hrycuna-Perron, Anastasia, et als

Ingram, Warren E.

Jeffers, James
Johonnett, Frances

Kennett, Angela & Rolfe, Jeremy

Kenney, Evelyn Haynes, et als

Lamontagne, Gilles P.

Leach, Randy
Leavenworth, Michelle &
Lesperence, Billy

Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle

Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle

Lewis, Muriel

Lewis, Palmer B.

Liebl, Arthur V.

Limoges, Karen A.

Locke, Daniel P. et als

Locke, Daniel P. & Jacqueline

Lynch, Dana R.

MacLure, Robert J. & Wendy
Marcotte, Russel L.

Marrone, Joseph A.



UNPAID TAXES

Martin, Gordon K.



UNPAID TAXES



UNPAID TAXES

Whittier, Heather $ 334.38

York, Robert $ 411.67

$15,392.70

Levy of 2002:

Feltham, Richard P.



PLANNING BOARD REPORT

We received a total of 61 building permit applications:

- 2 denied

- 2 renewals

- 6 for signs

- 8 for garages

- 23 for additions (i.e., sheds, decks, porches)

- 4 mobile homes (3 in parks, 1 not)

- 8 residential (frame or modular) on Class V or

better roads

- 7 residential (frame or modular) on other roads

We also processed applications for 2 minor subdivisions and 1 lot

line adjustment plan.

Fees collected were:

- Subdivision fees $ 460.42

- Building permit fees $1,045.00

- Copy of minutes $ 5.00

- Zoning Ordinance Booklets

14 @ $2.00 $ 28.00

Total Remitted to Treasurer: $1,538.42
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The Board would also say:

• A huge "THANK YOU" to Eddie Poulin for his 30 years of

Service. His time and efforts on the Board have been very

much appreciated.

• Four members attended a total of three lectures/conferences

hosted by North Country Council and NH's Office of Energy
and Planning during the year.

• David Reilly joined the Board in April 2004, replacing Dale

Simpson.

• Probably as a result of the "Columbia Communicator"
newsletter, there were a lot less travel trailer issues this year.

• The Board has proposed 4 changes to our Zoning

Ordinances this year, mostly pertaining to updating

procedures to comply with state regulations.

• Our Master Plan is in need of updating. All citizens' input is

welcome and wanted.

Stacey Campbell, Secretary

Columbia Planning Board
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T^T1^TF^T^1\' ""'^^ Middle street

fj^4~l A -^TT-^ Lancaster, NH 03584

Ais^l^AJNJb Tel 603.788.4928

V-^'*.^' CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUWTANTS .
.' '

Fax 603.788.3830

•TMNS>1ITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER

To the Board of Selectmen,

Columbia, New Hampshire:

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Columbia for the

year ended December 31, 2003, we considered the Town's internal control structure to determine our

auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide

assurance on the internal control structure. Such study and evaluation disclosed no material weaknesses. It

is our opinion that the Board of Selectmen and Town employees are doing an excellent job administering

the Town of Columbia.

We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of the Town for their assistance during our

audit.

^^ ^p4-, p^^

July 9, 2004
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T^TINHRT^"^^ Five Middle Street4^M.X -^ A^X^i. -^

Lancaster, NH 03584

^—^..^ CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUMTANTG

Tel 603.788,4928

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUMTANTG Fax 603.788.3830

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

To tlie Board of Selectmen,

Columbia, New Hamps|iire:

We have audited tiie accompanying genera! purpose fmancial statements and tiic combining and

individual fund fmancial statements of the Town of Columbia, New Hampshire as of December 31, 2003,

and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the

responsibility of the Town's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial

statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United

States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable

assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes

examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An

audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,

as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a

reasonable basis for our opinion.

As is the practice with many New Hampshire municipalities, the Town of Columbia has not

maintained a record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a statement of general fixed assets, required

by generally accepted accounting principles, is not included in the financial report.

In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the

third paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material

respects, the financial position of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2003, and the results of its

operations and cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended in conformity with

accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Also, in our opinion, the

combining and individual fund financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,

the financial position of each of the individual funds of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2003,

and the results of operations of such funds and the cash flows of nonexpendable trust funds for the year then

ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.
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Board of Selectmen

Town of Columbia

Our audit was made for the purpose of fomiing an opinion on the general purpose financial

statements taken as a whole and on the combining and individual fund financial statements. The
accompanying financial infoiTnation listed as supplemental schedules m the table of contents is presented

for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required pari of the financial statements of the 'I'own of

Columbia. Such mformafion has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the

general purpose, combining, and individual firnd financial statements and, m our opinion, is fairly presented

in all material respects in relation to the financial statements of each of the respective individual funds taken

as a whole.

^A>AU^ ' ' —""^
July 9, 2004
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Headwaters Subcommittee

Pittsburg

Clarksville

Si^wartstaufn

Colehrooh

Columbia

Stratjora

NortnumherlanA

New Hampskire

Canaan

Lfimington

Bloomfteld

Brunsufick

Maidstone

Vermont

ANNUAL REPORT - 2004

Headwaters Subcommittee
Connecticut River Joint Commissions

This year the Headwaters Subcommittee updated the Recreation chapter of our

Connecticut River Management Plan with a close look at a variety of recreation-related issues

in our region, especially the need for more access for small boats. We helped stimulate a state

study of water quality in the Connecticut River after discovering gaps in information on the

safety of the river for swimming, fishing, and boating.

The Subcommittee continues to carry out our legal obligation to provide information and

assistance to the states, towns, and local landowners on projects near the river, including advice

to the State of New Hampshire on riverbank stabilization at the Coos County Farm. We
sponsored a meeting for area town and state officials about emergency planning for Murphy

Dam, and are advising the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission about a new license for the

Canaan Dam.

We encourage all tovsTis in our region to review our current ConnecticutRiver Corridor

Management Plan, and to incorporate its recommendations as they adopt and update town plans

and revise their zoning ordinances, particularly for shoreland protection. Heavy rains can send

sediment from land clearing and removal ofriverside vegetation into tributaries, demonstrating

the critical importance of giving rivers and streams enough room. All riverfront landowners

should be aware that the statewide Shoreland Protection Act applies to the Connecticut River.

Contact the town office for more information.

The Subcommittee is advisory and has no regulatory authority. The public is welcome

to participate in our meetings, on the second Thursday evening of every other month at the

Columbia Town Hall. More information, including a calendar, advice on bank erosion and

obtaining permits for work in or near the river, and a summary of the Connecticut River

Corridor Management Plan is on the web at www.crjcorg/localacti6n.htm.

Ken Hastings and Bill Schomburg, Columbia representatives

We would be happy to make this report available electronically: please email

contact(a),cric. ors

a local subcommittee ofthe Connecticut River Joint Commissions

PO Box 1182 Ckarlestown NH 03603 ~ 603-826-4800 ~ fax 603-795-9955 ~ www.crjc.org

I
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

SCHOOL OFFICIALS

OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF"

m

COLUMBIA, N H
2003 - 2004

'^ ANNUAL MEETE^G DATE

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

ajrproximateCy 8:00j)7n

CoCu7n6ia Town 3iaCC



2003 - 2004

Report of

COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICERS

MODERATOR
^rtfiur Q. VocCge, Jr.

CLERK TREASURER
Jennifer y^eCCs Jennifer ^VeCCs

SCHOOL BOARD
JCay Soucy Term Txpires 2005
Lisa M. TCacy-'Brooks, Cfiairman Ternfi "Expires 2006
Stacey CampBe CC Term Txpires 2007

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
lioBert C MiCCs

BUSINESS MANAGER
CFieryCJA, CoviCC

COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
JAntfiony yVm. TauC

Any person with a physical disability who needs assistance to attend the school district

meeting and/or needs assistance while at the school district meeting is to contact school

board member Lisa Placy-Brooks, phone #237-4853.

CU- 1



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
WARRANT

The State of New Hampshire

To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Columbia qualified to vote in

district affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said District on Tuesday, the 8'^ day
of March, 2005 immediately following the Town Meeting, to act upon the following

subjects: (Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 am to 6:00 pm)

1

.

To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by
ballot for the ensuing year(s).

2. To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other

officers or agents of the District.

3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen and pass
any vote relating thereto.

4. To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) to be added to the Tuition Expendable Trust Fund
previously established. The school board recommends this appropriation. (Majority

vote required)

5. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, two
hundred fifty-eight thousand, seven hundred sixty-six dollars ($1,258,766.00) for the

support of schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and
agents, and for the payment for the statutory obligations of the District. The school

board recommends this appropriation. This article does include appropriation in

warrant article #3. (Majority vote required)

6. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Given under our hands at said Columbia, the 9th day of February 2005

LISA M. PLACY-BROOKS, Chairman
STACEY CAMPBELL
KAY SOUCY
Columbia School Board

A True Copy of Warrant - Attest:

LISA M. PLACY-BROOKS, Chairman
STACEY CAMPBELL
KAY SOUCY
Columbia School Board

CU-2
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Reference

Number

SAU #7 BUDGET FOOTNOTES

Explanation of Increase/Decrease Amount

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
A Funded through grants and decrease one position (13,380.00)

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
B Anticipated increase 5,331.00

C Contracted Services and Equipment funded through grant 20,500.00

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
D Funded thhrough grants (worl<shop presenters) 1,200.00

IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION
E Course Reimbursement & Presenters funded through grant 27,000.00

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT
F Salaries - projected increase 2,451.00

Health Insurance has been projected at 9.8% increase 1,702.00

Retirement - State increased from 5.9% to 6.81% 1,114.00

Travel - Increase in IRS rate & Out-of-District Travel 1 ,100.00

G Equipment purchased in FY 05 (20,194.00)

COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
H Salary, fixed costs & insurance reflects change in position (13,255.00)

Increase in Retirement rate 463.00

FISCAL SERVICES
I Projected salary increase & fixed costs 2,887.00

Health Insurance increase has been projected at 9.8% 2,01 1 .00

J Replacement of the existing accounting software system

and the file server; purchase of 2 printers; and training 21 ,747.00

K Dues and Fees - Projected increase in conference 1 ,330.00

L PLANT SERVICES
Increase in rental fee 6,000.00

M FURNITURE
Purchase furniture for the conference room 1 ,956.00

CU-8
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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT #7

financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2004

have been audited by the firm of Dineen & Crane

5 Middle St., Lancaster, N H 03584

Their Transmittal & Commentary Letter

and

Independent Auditors' Report

will be available at the SAU #7 Office

and at the Annual Colebrook School District Meeting

CU-13



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
Annual Meeting Minutes

March 9, 2004

Moderator Arthur Dodge, Jr. opened the meeting at 10:20 pm with approximately 60

voters present.

1 . To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by

ballot for the ensuing year(s).

Moderator (write-ins)



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
Annual Meeting Minutes

March 9, 2004

formula above, divided by the average daily membership for the

preceding year will be the value used for the 9-12 building rental.

The costs of Special Education or Section 504 support services (aide,

speech and occupational therapy) provided by the receiving district for

the students of the sending districts shall be charged to the sending

district on an individual basis for the actual costs of the services provided

(when these services are unique or not included in the comprehensive

programs of the school)

Section D - Remove: "bi-annual basis not later than December 15 and June 15 in

each year."

Add: The receiving district shall bill the sending district on the following

basis: November 1^', January 1^', April 1®' and June 1®'.

Section E - delete July 1 , 1 978.

Add: July 1,2006.

Section F - delete:
,

with the following exceptions:

1

.

The sending district may pay tuition to any other district for pupils

requiring special education not provided by the receiving district.

2. The sending district, upon notification to the receiving district, may in

exceptional cases tuition to a neighboring school district those pupils

not living within 1 V2 miles of current established bus routes

transporting to the receiving district as determined at the effective date

of the contract.

Section G - Add "Kindergarten"

The school board recommends this article (Written ballot vote requested)

Motion made by Lisa Placy-Brooks

Seconded by Linda White

After lengthy discussion of the AREA School Agreement with Colebrook, Eric Stohl

inquired regarding the possibility of tabling the motion. After discussion on whether or

not to table the motion, Lisa Placy-Brooks made a motion to move the question, the

original motion to approve Article 4. This was seconded by Bob Soucy. Moderator

Dodge stated that a 2/3 majority vote was needed to approve the motion to move the

question. This was voted on by a show of hands, which resulted in far more than a 2/3

majority favoring voting on Article 4. The Article was voted on by written ballot. The
'

''>derator addressed Article 5 while the ballots were being counted for Article 4.

CU-15



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
Annual Meeting Minutes

March 9, 2004

5. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, two hundred fifty-eight

thousand, three hundred ninety-three dollars ($1,258,393.00) for the support of

schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and
for the payment for the statutory obligations of the District.

Motion made by Lisa Placy-Brooks

Seconded by James Lawrence
Vote Affirmative

Moderator Dodge then gave the results of Article 4, which were the following:

Vote for Article 4 YES 35 NO 25

6. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. Lisa

Placy-Brooks took the time to thank Linda White for her time and effort on the

School Board. She will be missed.

Lisa Placy-Brooks made the motion to dissolve the meeting at 12:10 am with a second
from Garry Parkhurst. So passed.

Respectfully submitted.

Jennifer L. Wells

School District Clerk

CU-16



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
COLEBROOK - COLUMBIA

This is the third year in a row where I can begin this report with the uncertainty of school

funding. We go into another Annual School District Meeting without knowing what the

school districts will receive for state education adequacy funds. Again, we can only

estimate what we will receive from the adequacy distribution, so we are making a

conservative estimate and not assuming that there will be any increase over the current

level of funding. The revenue side of the budget is always an estimate, but if the

adequacy amount were known, it would be a much more accurate estimate. Last year it

was late summer before the adequacy funding was determined, so we were already two

months into the fiscal year before receiving the information. There are bills being

introduced in the legislature this session to make changes in the distribution formula

and, hopefully, establish a system that will be consistent from year to year.

The State Board of Education is currently conducting public hearings to review revised

"Standards for Public School Approval". The review and adoption process for the

standards should be completed by the end of June. The standards must be reviewed

every ten years and this time the State Board of Education, to their credit, dedicated

much time and effort to a thorough review of the standards, resulting in many significant

changes.

Another change at the state level will be the appointment of a new Commissioner of

Education. Former Commissioner Nicholas Donohue resigned effective January 6,

2005. A change in the statute now provides that the Governor, rather than the State

Board of Education will make the appointment of the Commissioner, with confirmation

by the Executive Council. The position of Commissioner, as the chief executive officer

of our state's education system, is a four-year appointment. Therefore, It is important to

take sufficient time to find the best person for the job. Governor Lynch is consulting with

several organizations, including the New Hampshire School Boards Association, New
Hampshire School Administrators Association, and the National Education Association

- New Hampshire to determine the qualities desired in the next Commissioner.

We need to pay attention to these changes at the state level because state and federal

decisions are increasingly impacting local education decisions. I have focused on state

level issues in this year's message because of the number of significant changes and

the magnitude of the impact they will have on local decisions. I would be happy to

discuss these issues with anyone because to understand local decisions you need to

understand what is happening at the state and federal level that Impacts our school

districts.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert 0. Mills

Superintendent of Schools

C Cole InfoCole Sch Rep InfoColc Super's Report doc
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
FINANCIAL REPORT

2003 - 2004
BALANCE SHEET
June 30, 2004

ASSETS:
Current Assets

Cash in Bank
Intergovernmental A/R

$199,558.85

0.00

TOTAL ASSETS $ 199,558.85

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
FINANCIAL REPORT

2003 - 2004

STATEMENT OF REVENUES
June 30, 2004

REVENUE FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Current Appropriations $ 551,283.00

Earnings on Investment 1 ,062. 1

6

Other Local Revenue 2,036.82

TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE $ 554,381.98

REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire - Adequacy Aid (Grant) $ 3 86,470.00

State ofNew Hampshire - Adequacy Aid (State Tax) 153,140.00

State ofNew Hampshire - Catastrophic Aid 41,515.96

State ofNew Hampshire - Medicaid 1,755.95

TOTAL STATE REVENUE $ 582,881.91

REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES

TOTAL FEDERAL REVENUE

TOTAL REVENUE FROM ALL SOURCES $ 1,137,263.89

CU-19



2003 - 2004 DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES

SALARIES
Killiam, Barbara



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF ANALYSIS OF CHANGES

IN FUND EQUITY

June 30, 2004

Fund Equity, July 1, 2003 103,254.47

Plus Total Revenue 1,137,263.89

Less Total Expenditures 1,054,360.48

Fund Equity, June 30, 2004 186,157.88

CU-21



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT

financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2004

have been audited by the firm of Dineen & Crane

5 Middle St., Lancaster, N H 03584

Their Transmittal & Commentan/ Letter

and

Independent Auditors' Report

will be available at the SAU #7 Office

and at the Annual Columbia School District Meeting

CU-22



ACTUAL EXPENDITURES

FOR

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Description 2002 - 2003 2003 - 2004

Expenses:



COLUMBIA SCHOOL DlSTRICl

TRANSPORTATION 2003 - 2004

TRANSPORTER ROUTE
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