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• Various factors contribute to the issue of gender 
imbalances in the television and film industry, including 
motherhood demands, networking barriers, and 
cultural practices. For this study, news media, 
television broadcasts, and film productions are all 
explored as each sub-industry shares many standard 
environmental features. The global history of women 
in television and film⎼⎼both on-screen and behind-the-
scenes, statistics covering the presence of females in 
the industries, organizational structures, sexism and 
discrimination in entertainment workplaces, and the 
challenges facing women in film and television are all 
examined.

• Keywords: gender imbalances, networking, media, 
television broadcasts, film production



• What inspired this project

• Personal experiences



• Background

• Notable events

• Influential individuals

• Monumental shows in the US



• Statistics found

• Proven barriers for women in the 
industry

• Unconscious bias

• Inflexible working conditions

• Lack of role models & mentors

• Motherhood



• What must be done moving forward

• Practical project

• Leadership theories

• Leader-Member Exchange Theory

• Social Cognitive Theory

• Cultivation Theory

• Need for future research



• Adler, R. (2019). Lucille Ball. Salem Press Biographical Encyclopedia.

• Andreotti, F. [@FRAndreotti]. (2020). Brown crt tv on brown wood table [Stock image]. Unsplash. 
https://unsplash.com/photos/MwrpaS_6f2U

• Clarke, L. (2018). Review Essay: Recent Works on Women in Media Production. Gender & History, 
30(3), 820–832. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0424.12408

• Chicowski, H. (2020). Jennifer Aniston reveals Reese Witherspoon asked Beyoncé for her champagne 
at the 2020 Golden Globes [Image]. Hello Magazine. 
https://ca.hellomagazine.com/celebrities/02020010654373/jennifer-aniston-reese-witherspoon-
drank-beyonces-champagne-golden-globes-2020

• Erigha, M. (2015). Race, Gender, Hollywood: Representation in Cultural Production and Digital 
Media’s Potential for Change. Sociology Compass, 9(1), 78–89. https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12237

• Fox, H. W., & Renas, S. R. (1977). Stereotypes of Women in the Media and Their Impact on Women’s 
Careers. Human Resource Management, 16(1), 28–31. https://doi.org/10.1002/hrm.3930160105



Continued…
• Getty Images North America. (2020). 31st Annual Producers Guild Awards - Inside [Image]. Zimbio. 

https://www.zimbio.com/photos/Lily+Tomlin/Marta+Kauffman 

• Ghosh, S. (2020, March 9). Women’s Day 2020: Bollywood has made great strides in feminism but there is a long 
way to go. Hindustan Times.

• Jones, D., & Pringle, J. K. (2015). Unmanageable inequalities: sexism in the film industry. Sociological Review, 63(1), 
37–49. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-954X.12239

• Kosut, M. (2012). Encyclopedia of Gender in Media. SAGE Publications, Inc.

• Lee, J., Sunerman, H., & Hastings, L. (2020). The Influence of Being a Mentor on Leadership Development: 
Recommendations for Curricular and Co-Curricular Experiences. Journal of Leadership Education, 19(3), 44–60. 
https://doi.org/10.12806/V19/I3/R4 

• Lewis, E. [@videoqueenstl]. (2019). Woman wearing black ripped jeans holding camera [Stock image]. Unsplash. 
https://unsplash.com/photos/W1M4v3oF-q0

• Maran, M. (2014). ‘What I Know for Sure’ by Oprah Winfrey [Image]. Boston Globe. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/books/2014/09/01/book-review-what-know-for-sure-oprah-
winfrey/n8pIP92W4P3pH9QrxSuaPJ/story.html



Continued…

• Matta, F. K., & Van Dyne, L. (2020). Understanding the Disparate Behavioral Consequences of LMX Differentiation: The Role of Social Comparison 
Emotions. Academy of Management Review, 45(1), 154–180. https://doi.org/10.5465/amr.2016.0264 

• Mittal, D. (2019). Changemakers: Twenty Women Transforming Bollywood Behind the Scenes. CINEJ Cinema Journal, 7(2), 159–163. 
https://doi.org/10.5195/cinej.2019.251

• Murphy, J. N. (2015). The role of women in film: Supporting the men -- An analysis of how culture influences the changing discourse on gender 
representations in film. Journalism Studies Commons, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Retrieved from https://scholarworks.uark.edu/jouruht/2

• Norton, K. (2019). I’m so inspired by all this Badass Ladies!!! American Ninja Warrior Junior [Image] [Group post]. Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/351682975213746/permalink/861789774203061/

• O'Brien, A. (2014). ‘Men own television’: Why women leave media work. Media, Culture & Society, 36(8), 1207–1218. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443714544868

• Storey, S. (2018). Obstacle Course: Increasing women's participation in Australian film and television. Metro, 198, 118.

• Thorn, J. (2019). Amy Sherman-Palladino, creator of 'The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel' and 'Gilmore Girls' [Image]. National Public Radio. 
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/19/752564514/amy-sherman-palladino-creator-of-the-marvelous-mrs-maisel-and-gilmore-girls

• Vanilla Bear Films [@VanillaBearFilms]. (2018). Woman holding camera standing near people [Stock image]. Unsplash. 
https://unsplash.com/photos/JEwNQerg3Hs

• Wing-Fai, L., Gill, R., & Randle, K. (2015). Getting in, getting on, getting out? Women as career scramblers in the UK film and television industries. 
Sociological Review Monograph, 63(S1), 50–65.


	Women in television and film: How on-screen roles and behind-the-scenes jobs limit the future of females in the industry
	Recommended Citation

	Women in television and film: 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	History of Women in Film & Television
	Research Results
	Conclusion
	References
	References
	References

