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It’s a sweet town 



The cover 
 
  
The cover image, by Alice Funk, is of  Roxbury resident Steve Yardley. He’s in his sugar house 
next to where he lives on Horse Hill Road. Steve’s been producing maple syrup since 1970. He 
collects sap from about 600 taps, which is enough to produce 100 gallons of syrup. The output is  
available at Doug’s Dogs, a hot dog van in Marlborough, among other places. 
 
For the last 10 years Steve’s sugaring has been something of a group undertaking. Due a chronic 
health condition, his mobility is somewhat restricted, but friends offer help gathering and boiling 
sap.  Says his wife JoAnne, “They like to come and hang out.” Of the sugar house, she said, “It’s 
like a big boys’ club house.” 
 
In addition to including friends and neighbors in syrup-making, Steve says there have been other 
changes over the years, most noticeably the timing of sugaring. He recalls the days when he 
started tapping in the second week in March; now that part of the operation gets underway in 
early February. “Global warming,” he explains. 
 
A lifelong resident of Roxbury, Steve has served the town in a variety of ways – as sexton and as 
road agent. And, through his sugaring, he keeps alive a tradition that goes back centuries. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Roxbury Report 
 
There will be no Town Meeting edition of the Roxbury Report newsletter this year. Watch for the 
next issue in September 2020. Please send any news, photos, and story ideas to 
editor@roxburyreport.net by August 15, 2020. 
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Selectmen’s report 
It was another busy year in many ways in Roxbury. Among the highlights: 

Josh Hicks, whose formal positions include Welfare Officer and webmaster, launched a 
FaceBook page for the town. 

Nick Mosher continued to represent the Town on the Monadnock School Board during a time of 
tension regarding school funding. 

As is their annual practice, Joy Richard Davis and Gerry Davis placed flags in the Town’s two 
cemeteries. 

The following citizens were among those who had a hand in the Town Halloween Party: 
Michelle White, Kate Yannocci, Karen Schwindt, Lisa Ellis, Kristen Amends, Marika 
Stuhlsatz, Kathy Bedaw, Pearl McKeon, Meghan Whitehead and Pat Daniels. 

Fire Chief Tim Mason, joined by Tanya McStravick, completed the painting of the exterior of 
Town Hall. 

The Selectmen noted that Roxbury would not be the community it is without such 
contributions; in that spirit, mid-way through the year they posted a notice in Town Hall 
calling on citizens to step forward and help out in the governance and maintenance of our 
community. 

In an important step that recognizes the workload in the Selectmen’s office. Sue Hart was hired 
as a part-time administrative assistant. She immediately began to help bring fresh order to the 
files in that office. Her first jobs included helping shepherd the once-every-five-years property 
revaluation. 

The Selectmen continued their discussions with Keene officials regarding the impact of the city’s 
refurbishing of its reservoir dams in town. The Babbidge Reservoir Dam has been transformed to 
meet state-ordered safety changes, and work on the Woodward Pond dam entered the design 
phase. 

As is often the case, much work was associated with roads. The Selectmen drafted a long-term 
road maintenance plan to assure that the 11 miles of roads in our community are kept in safe and 
working order. Work on several roads was undertaken, including culvert replacements. 

Among other actions, residents were alerted to lapses in licensing their dogs. Police Chief Rob 
O’Connor helped get the word out. 
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Internally, Selectman Tim O’Brien devoted considerable time, energy and systems aptitude to 
accommodating a software change at the county Register of Deeds that complicates the 
recording of property ownership changes. Also on the systems front, the Selectmen began taking 
steps to upgrade the office’s computer and printing technology. 

Again the Town benefitted from the presence of Nye Hill – both in the farm’s vegetable and fruit 
stand in the Town Hall parking area and in the glow from  Nye Hill Brewery’s winning a first-
place award at the annual Wyman Tavern Brewfest in Keene. 

Finally, the Selectmen worked hard to keep the tax rate to $25.28 -- very close to the prior year’s 
level, despite heightened financial pressures brought on by a new cost-apportionment formula in 
the Monadnock District. 

Tim O’Brien, Selectman 
Mark Funk, Selectman 
Jim Rousmaniere, Selectman 
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Acct # 12/31/18 12/31/19
Assets

Cash 1010 $90,460.71 $282,088.08
Investments 1030 $63.04 $64.11
Taxes receivable 1080 $196,246.87 $69,787.81
Allowance for uncollectibles 1081 ($3,552.00) ($3,070.00)
Tax liens receivable 1110 $34,235.16 $20,998.25
Due from expendable trust funds 1310 $5,062.09 $5,147.90
Due from capital reserve funds 1310 $240,194.42 $195,869.44
Other Current Assets 1460 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL ASSETS $562,710.29 $570,885.59

Liabilities/fund equity

Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities 2020 $16,403.08 $15,373.38
Due to school districts 2075 205,101.98 260,147.48
Due to expendable trust funds 2090 5,062.09 5,147.90
Due to capital reserve funds 2080 240,194.42 195,869.44

TOTAL LIABILITIES 466,761.57 476,538.20

Fund Equity
Unreserved fund balance 2530 95,948.72 94,347.39

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 95,948.72 94,347.39

TOTAL LIAB & FUND EQUITY $562,710.29 $570,885.59

Respectfully submitted by the Treasurer

Town of Roxbury

Balance Sheet
at December 31, 2019
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Beginning Cash Book Balance 1/1/2019 90,073.75

Less Investments:
TD Bank 63.04
Total Investments 63.04

Opening Checkbook Balance 1/1/2019 90,010.71

Receipts
Town Clerk 48,442.42
Tax Collector 783,116.23
Payments in Lieu of Tax 77,235.26
Net Decrease in Capital Reserves 48,194.80
State of New Hampshire 49,196.42
Selectmen - Other 29,156.00
Tax Anticipation Note 200,000.00
Interest on Checking Account 539.66

Total Cash Inflows 1,235,880.79

Subtotal 1,325,891.50

Disbursements
Per Selectmen 340,654.48
Repayment of TAN 200,000.00
Interest on TAN 2,069.44
County Taxes 100,513.00
Payments to School District 401,016.50

Total Cash Outflows 1,044,253.42

Closing Checkbook Balance 12/31/2019 281,638.08

Plus Investments:
TD Bank 63.04
Total Investments 63.04

Closing Cash Book Balance 12/31/2019 281,701.12

Respectfully submitted:  David Jewett, Town Treasurer

Town of Roxbury
2019 Treasurer's Report
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Town Clerk’s Report 
The following is the annual report of this office for the period 

January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019 

Motor Vehicle Permits $ 45,674.00 

Dog Licenses  $      318.00  

Dog Penalties  $        55.00 

Title Fees $       126.00  

Vitals Licenses $         50.00 

Vitals Certificates  $       115.00 

Total  $   46,424.00 

Just a reminder when coming into the Town Clerk's Office to renew registrations, you MUST bring your 
expiring registrations and a photo I.D.  There is a $2.50 charge for every registration if you opt to do both the 
town and the state portion.  However, it is not mandatory to do both the town and state portion with the Town 
Clerk.  You have the option to do town only and then go to the DMV for the state portion.  When doing both the 
town and the state you will need to bring two (2) checks, one (1) payable to the State of NH DMV and one (1) 
payable to the Town of Roxbury or cash. We do not accept credit cards.   

Again this year I am asking you to PLEASE keep in mind that we are a small town and do not have a lot of 
petty cash on hand, when paying with cash PLEASE DO NOT bring large bills (i.e.  $100.00) if you do I will 
not complete your transaction, you will have to leave and come back with smaller bills. I cannot always make 
change and if I do, I might not be able to for the next person. Also I have to keep the State money separate from 
the Town money and when you pay with large bills it makes it more time consuming for me when making the 
deposits the next day, as I have to go into the bank to make change and put the correct amount to the correct 
deposit. Thank you in advance for your co-operation when paying with cash.  

The Town of Roxbury follows the State of New Hampshire’s Holiday Schedule ,so if a Holiday falls on a 
Monday we will be open on Tuesday instead.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Robin Buffum 
Town Clerk 
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Auditor’s Report 
I have examined the records of the Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Selectmen and 
Trustees of the Trust Funds for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2019 and find that they 
reflect an accurate accounting of the Town’s financial condition.   

I would like to thank the Town officials who all work so diligently to keep our town functioning 
properly.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Mosher 
Town Auditor 

Trustee of Trust Funds Report 
One of our small trust funds was established for Deacon Rueben Phillips. He was the son Gideon 
Phillips, and the family lived near the old Congregational Church. Rueben was deacon of the 
church for 39 years.  He and his wife Rebecca raised 15 children of whom six sons and four  
daughters grew to be adults.  Rueben died August 20, 1861 at age 72 years 6 months.  Rueben, 
Rebecca and two of their children are buried in the Roxbury Cemetery. 

Our small trust funds which include Kingsbury, E & G Davis, Clark, E Davis, Nye Fund, G 
Davis, Phillips  and C & A Evelet, total $1,048.03 

The interest total for the year was $17.59 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 Ginny Shepardson, chair 

Ginny  Shepardson 
Lynn Bueckner 
Joy Richards-Davis 

29



Police Chief’s Report 
Community policing continues to be a priority, and I encourage my officers to be highly visible.   
Please let us know of any areas of town you would like patrolled or areas where suspicious 
activity might be occurring. 

The Otter Brook Dam and Surry Dam patrols were covered with funding provided by the Army 
Corps of Engineers.  In addition, regular patrols covered Babbige Dam, Otter Brook Dam, 
Woodward Pond Dam and several class VI roads.  An agreement with the City of Keene for 
watershed patrols was accepted, and I hope to have officers patrolling these areas with the ATV. 
Extra patrol shifts were assigned to the Granite Gorge Ski area during special events and regular 
weekend hours. Additional radar was used on Route 9 near the ski area to slow vehicles down on 
this stretch of roadway.   

It is important to report any crime or suspicious activity without delay.  The faster Cheshire 
County Dispatch is aware of a problem the quicker a Roxbury police officer or Mutual Aid 
agency can be dispatched.   

The Roxbury officers work different shifts, which allows more coverage to handle calls during 
the day and night.   As chief, I’m on call for most of this time frame.  To contact a police officer 
during an emergency call 911.    For non-emergencies dial Cheshire County Dispatch at 355-
2000.   If a Roxbury officer is unavailable the dispatch center will contact NH State Police Troop 
C or the Cheshire County Sheriff’s office.  The Roxbury Police Department will complete a 
follow up after an incident occurs in town. 

Officer Scott McLaughlin resigned in December of 2019.  I thank him for his years of service to 
the Roxbury Police Department. 

SAFETY REQUEST: 

It is crucial that houses be properly marked with their street address.   Having a properly marked 
residence allows responding emergency personnel (Fire, Ambulance and Police) to locate the 
correct location in a timely manner.  If you need assistance with this please contact the Fire Chief 
or Police Chief. 
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PATROL ACTIVITY: 2019 

Accidents:  4 
Arrests: 4 
Calls for Service: 186 
Citations: 26 
Criminal Cases: 4 

PISTOL PERMITS and GUN LOCKS: 

Pistol permit applications (new and renewal) may be picked up at the Roxbury Police 
Department by appointment or by contacting the Chief on Monday nights from 5 pm and 7 pm.  
The cost of the permit is $10.00 (4 year expiration date).  Please contact me with any questions 
or concerns.  I can be reached through Cheshire County Dispatch at (603) 355-2000. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the residents of Roxbury for their continued support 
of the police and fire departments. The Police Department is in excellent standing and is in 
compliance with the rules and regulations outlined by the New Hampshire Police Standards and 
Training Council.    I also want to thank the State Police and mutual aid towns, and the Keene 
Fire Department for providing coverage when needed.   

Have a prosperous and safe 2020. 

Sincerely, 

Chief Robert J. O’Connor 

Roxbury police personnel: 

Chief Robert J. O’Connor 
Corporal John Moussseau 
Officer Dana Hennessy 
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Fire Chief’s Report 

The year of 2019 was a year of few calls. 

I would like to thank Keene Fire Department and other towns for their assistance for the year. 

Smoke detectors save lives! 

Every dwelling should have a highly visible, clearly posted, house number which can be easily 
seen from the street all year round as the Keene Fire Department has had issues finding homes 
and every minute can save a life. 

All outside fires require a permit when there is not complete snow cover and this includes all 
outside fireplaces, including the metal ones which you can buy at local hardware stores.  If you 
have a question concerning fires or permits, please feel free to call me at 352-8843.  In order to 
obtain a fire permit call me  Buddy Mattson or Gary LeFreniere. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Timothy Mason 
Fire Chief 
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Road Agent’s Report 

2018 2019 

Summer Maintenance $17,567.78 $100,266.24 
Winter Maintenance  $76,640.48 $  77,248.46 

Total Spent on Roads $177,514.70 

Source of funds: 
Money from Capital Reserves for Road $  55,486.19  
for Asphalt for Davis Road and  
gravel for Middletown Road 

From road budget: $122,028.51 

Total spent on roads: $177,514.70 

Things that were done to the roads in Roxbury 2019 
1) General maintenance as needed.
2) Gravel put on Middletown Road and Houghton Ledge Road.
3) Paved 1,500 feet at the top of Davis Road

Things that need to be done to the Roads in Roxbury 2020 
1) Brush needs to be cut along Dillingham Road and Horse Hill Road.
2) Davis Road and Middletown Road need asphalt.
3) Gravel needed on Dillingham Road and Horse Hill Road.
4) Horse Hill Road, Middletown Road and Davis Road have cross pipes that need be

replaced or repaired

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth Buffum 
Road Agent 
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School Board Representative’s Report 
Construction at Mount Caesar elementary school was completed just in time for the start of the 
school year.  The new classrooms will directly benefit students from Roxbury, as Mount Caesar 
serves our community for this age group.  Construction on the high school trades shop is 
scheduled to begin during the summer of 2020. 

The district paid for a study that examined different elementary school infrastructure paths 
moving into the future.  Options investigated ranged from “doing nothing” to new construction.  
With the potential of significant state building aid becoming available, the board voted to submit 
a letter of intent to the state which serves as the starting point for receiving aid.  The current 
option being pursued by the board is an addition to Mount Caesar with closure of Cutler, and a 
new school to serve the Southern towns with closure of the Troy and Fitzwilliam elementary 
schools.  A warrant article to perform engineering work will be on the ballot this year. 

The district voted to change the Monadnock funding formula to 50/50 (cost-sharing is based 50% 
on each member town’s student enrollment and 50% on each town’s property values). The 
change can be expected to raise taxes on Roxbury families.  Unfortunately, we are locked into 
this formula for five years.  This has been an ongoing struggle, and is a divisive issue for the 
school board and member towns. 

Nicholas Mosher 
Town of Roxbury representative to the SAU 93 School Board 

Roxbury Scholarship Fund Report 
In recognition of the importance of education, some years ago, Roxbury residents began saluting 
the town’s graduating students at Monadnock High School with gifts of donated funds. 

Graduating seniors are customarily named in the Town Report. In 2020, the following seniors are 
lined up to receive diplomas: Olivia Beteau and Tyler Arlen. 

Congratulations to them and their families! 

If you would like to make a donation to the fund (dues are $10), please make your interest 
known to Roxbury resident Carol White or the selectmen. 
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Welfare Officer’s Report 

This has been a quiet year for the Welfare Officer.  I did not receive any calls for assistance.  I 
did, however, research some programs that I have posted links to or information about on the 
town website and mentioned on the town Facebook page.  I will continue to look for available 
programs and provide information. 

The town’s “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” assistance is ready to help those that may need some 
help with a small need that Town Welfare would not apply.  Reach out to me or the selectmen 
office if you or someone you know needs some help.   

Joshua Hicks II 
Roxbury Welfare Officer 

Health Officer’s Report 

We had a very healthy year in Roxbury. As good neighbors, we watch out for each other and we 
keep our community heathy. The state’s full-time health officers continue to e willing as a group 
to be a resource for those of us who volunteer for our smaller communities. With this in mind, 
we look forward to another good year 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mark Funk 
Health Officer 
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Zoning Board Report 

The Roxbury Zoning Board of Adjustment did not meet in 2019.   

There was an inquiry from a town resident about existing buildings on their property in relation 
to demolishing and rebuilding a residence but it was determined that no variance was needed for 
the proposed construction. 

Meetings are held on an as needed basis. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Payton, Chair 

Planning Board Report 

The Roxbury Planning Board did not undertake any new projects in 2019, nor did it hear any 
proposals from residents.  

The Board meets on an as-needed basis. 

Marika Stuhlsatz 
Glenn Mallett 
Jim Rousmaniere (Selectmen’s representative) 
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Article 2: 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $56,048 for 
General Government. 

Moved - Jessica Payton Second-Nick Mosher Motion carried 

Article 3: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $35,500 for 
salaries and expenses of the Police Department. 

Moved-Jessica Payton Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 4: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $21,352 for the purpose 

of compensating the Roxbury Police Department for summer patrols at Otter Brook 
Park and Surry Mountain Dam (These funds for expenditure are designated to the town 
through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) and also for patrols on Keene-owned reser­

voir land in Roxbury. The appropriation does not affect the Town's tax rate, but to be 
properly expended a vote is required. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Marika Stuhlsatz Motion carried 

Article 5: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 for salaries and 
expenses of the Fire Department. 

Moved-Fred White Second-Jessica Payton Motion carried 

Article 6: 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,535 as the Town's 
share cost of the Fire Mutual Aid System. 

Moved-Alex Matson Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 7: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,049 its fair share of 
stand-by costs for the use of the City of Keene's ambulance service. 

Moved-Fred White Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 8: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $122,500 for summer 
and winter road maintenance. Some of these funds for expenditure may be designated 
to the Town through the State Highway Block Grant Fund. 
Discussion-Why does the unused Summer Maintenance Money go into the General 

Fund. Why not use it. Working with Road Agent on a 5 year plan. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 9: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,500 to be paid for 

Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Center privileges in the Town of Marlborough. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Jessica Payton Motion carried 
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Article 10: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100 for the purpose of 
pest control. 

Moved-Fred White Second-Michele White Motion carried 

Article 11: 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200 for reimbursing resi­

dents who participate in the City of Keene's Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

Program. 

Moved-Fred White Second-Michele White Motion carried 

Article 12: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 to support South­

western Community Services, Home Healthcare and Community Services, The 

Community Kitchen, Meals on Wheels, Monadnock Family Services, the Salvation 

Army and the Samaritans. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Michele White Motion carried 

Article 13: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for reimbursing resi­
dents for purchase of cards to the City of Keene's Public Library. 
Moved- Bethany Castagna Second-Marika Stuhlsatz Motion carried 

Article 14: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500 for general mainte­

nance at the Roxbury Four Corners Park. 

Discussion-How much do we pay for the mowing and suggest that we monitor the 
mowing. 

Moved- Nicholas Miser Second-Tim Mason Motion carried 

Article 15: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added to the 
capital reserve fund previously established for Town Police Vehicles. Recommended by 
the selectmen. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 16: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $35,000 to be added to the 
Roads Capital Reserve Fund previously established. Recommended by the Selectmen. 
Moved-Jessica Payton Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 17: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be added to the 

Revaluation Capital Reserve fund previously established. Recommended by the Select­
men. 
Moved-Fred White Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 
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Article 18: 
To see if the town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation 
of taxes and will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 for interest expense. 

Moved-Fred White Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Article 19: 

To transact any other business which may come before the meeting. 
Motion to skip to Article 20 before 19 

Moved-Bethany Castagna Second-Michelle White Motion carried 

New business: 1-look into updating the ZBA laws

2-use of ATV on Town Roads

Article 20: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1 for Town Welfare 

and emergency services to the Town poor. 

Moved-Nicholas Moser Second-Bethany Castagna Motion carried 

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM 

Respectfully submitted 

cJ;<Q)�#��� 
Robin Buffum 
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Roxbury in the digital world 

    The Town of Roxbury is online… 

http://roxburynh 

 ... and on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/RoxburyNH/ 

Josh Hicks oversees the Town’s digital platforms. 
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ROXBURY 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
TOWN OFFICES:   3 Middletown Road    Roxbury, NH  03431 
 
 E-MAIL:   townofroxburynh@myfairpoint.net 
 
WEBSITE:  http://roxburynh.org/ 
FaceBook: https://facebook.com/RoxburyNH/ 
 
SELECTMEN’S OFFICE:    352-4903  (Phone or fax) 
Monday evenings  5-7 p.m. 
  
TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE: 352-4903  (Phone or fax) 
Monday evenings  5-7 p.m. 
 
POLICE DEPT.:    355-2000 for routine business 
(Rob O'Connor)             Emergency call 911 
 
FIRE DEPT. :     352-8843 permits and routine business 
(Tim Mason)         Emergency call 911 

 
ROAD AGENT:   Cell # 499-2818    Home # 352-6706 
(Ken Buffum) 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:      357-4174 
(Jessica Payton) 
 
PLANNING BOARD:   Meets when needed. 
 
WELFARE OFFICER:  313-9007  
(Josh Hicks) 
 
HEALTH OFFICER:    357-4989 
(Mark Funk) 
 
MARLBOROUGH RECYCLE CENTER:   876-4795 
Wednesday 3-7 p.m.    
Friday 8-1 p.m.   
Saturday 8-3 p.m.  

mailto:townofroxburynh@myfairpoint.net
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