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W have a special name for the trees that come 
from our farms-ArcticMist. ™ When you order 
Arctic Mist, TM you are not just buying a tree, but all 
of the time, attention, and care-from seedling to 
shipping-that goes into creating a safe, healthy, and 
beautiful Christmas tree. 

We plant from seed to achieve maximum quality 
control. All ArcticMist™ trees are heavily needled and 
have dense conical shapes. Their lovely blue color, rich 
fragrance, and good needle retention make them ideal 
Christmas trees. Fraser, balsam, fralsam, white spruce, 
and pine (white, scotch, and red) are available. Wreaths 
are also available. 

Since our farms are in New Hampshire, we harvest 
our trees later in the season than many other growers. 
We also do everything we can to minimize moisture 
loss after harvest and during shipping. 

You can order the number of trees that is right for 
you-from 25 to a trailer load. We can arrange ship
ping or you may pick up the trees yourself. We respect 
your schedule and guarantee on time delivery. Our 
trees arrive individually wrapped and ready for sale. 
All you need to do is remove the wrappers and set the 
trees out-no broken branches, no last minute trim
ming. 

To place an order, or to receive specific information 
about this year's trees: 
Call us at 800 /694-8722 or 603 /237-5702. 
Send us a fax at 603 /237-8439. 
Or write to us at 944 Fish Pond Rd., Colebrook, NH 
03576 
Our internet address is http://www.sibgotree.com 

♦ .... 
SibgoTree 
Company 

We know what you want for Christmas! 

ArcticMistTM 
Remember, you can only buy ArcticMlst™ at Sibgo Tree Company. 
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Calendar 

February 6-8, 2008, New England 
Grows, Boston Convention & 
Exhibition center, Boston, MA. www. 
negrows.org 

February 8-9, 2008, New Hampshire 
Farm & Forest, Friday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Center of 
NH Radisson Hotel, Manchester, NH. 
www.nhfarmandforestexpo.org 

February 8-1 0, 2008, A Symphony 
of Orchids, NH Orchid Society, 
Raddison Hotel, Nashua, NH. www. 
nhorchids.org 

March 5-9, 2008, Portland 
Flower Show, Portland Company 
Complex, Portland, ME. www. 
portlandcompany.com 

March 8-16, 2008, New England 
Spring Flower Show, Bayside Expo 
& Conference Center, Boston, MA. 
www.masshort.org 

March 23, 2008, Easter 
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Visit www.nhpga.org for additional information. 

March 28-30, 2008, Seacoast Home, 
Garden & Flower Show, Whittemore 
Arena, Durham, NH. www. 
dicksonandmcgonigle.com 

May 11, 2008, Mother's Day 

June 15, 2008, Father's Day 

July 29 - 31, 2008, Penn Atlantic 
Nursery Trade Show (PANTS), 
Atlantic City Convention Center, 
Atlantic City, NJ USA, Contact: (800) 
898-3411, www.PANTSHOW.com 
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GARDENS CAPE 
NURSERY''"-'-

Building Relationships through Quality Plants from Select Growers 

(802) 751-8400 
(802) 751-8124 fax 

P.O. Box 350, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

News@charter.net 

Diverse Inventories from Regional Growers, 
Every Week with No Minimums! 

1-800-639-1722 

~AN BERKUM NURSERY 
"--/ Wholesale Perennials and Groundcovers 

A top~quality source for hardy perennials 

and home to New England Woodlanders~ 

nursery~propagated natives. We deliver 

to landscapers and garden centers in 

New England. Come visit! 

Geranium maculatum 
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I am sitting at the computer 
a couple of days after 
Christmas trying to figure 
out what happened this 
past year. Things started 
out looking pretty tough with 
high oil and energy prices that 
dropped significantly in January 
to a respectable level. So far, so 
good. An early spring with strong 
Mother's day sales and a great 
Memorial Day week made for 
the best spring business in recent 
years. So far, so good. Now we 
needed a steady fall and Christmas 
season to finish off a good year. 
Enter record high energy prices, 
followed by soft Christmas sales 
and our customers were left with 
smaller wallets to use at our stores. 
We finished 2007 so far, not so good. 

What do we have to look forward to 
in 2008? Well, a weaker American 
dollar should mean that imported 
finished material should be priced 
much higher. Prices at the big box 
and chain stores showed significant 
increases last year for the first time 
in recent memory as well. This trend 
should continue as shipping and 
production costs are on the rise for 
our competitors as well. We now 
have a more level playing field than 
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From the Board 

2007 A Look Back 

Matt McElroy Newton Greenhouse, Newton, NH 

Matt McE/roy 

ever from our distant competition. 
How do we take advantage of this? 
Retail shoppers make fewer trips and 
look for one stop shopping more 
than ever. We have to now sel I more 
to our customers in each visit. A 
customer purchasing two or three 
packs of Impatiens is important, but 
is not going to make us succeed. The 
customer that spends two or three 
hours and spends several hundred 
dollars is the one that we need to see 
more of. 

Other trends that I see in 2008 ... It 
is getting harder than ever to make a 
profit selling goods. We still have a 
chance in selling the plants that we 
grow. But hard goods are available 
everywhere from the convenience of 
the local retail outlets to the click of 
a mouse on the computer. Service is 
the best niche that I see surviving in 
our industry. Many greenhouses and 
garden centers are now installing 
and maintaining gardens in both the 
public and private sector. 
So much for working only seven 
days a week 

I wish there was an easy answer 
to the high price of oil to ease our 
current and future production costs. 
There does not appear to be. Many 
of us will be looking to alternative 
sources of energy which means 
increased financial investments. It 
is obvious that in difficult times like 
these, diversity is more important 
than ever. It will be important to 
raise the price of plants again this 
spring. Most customers understand 
this. 

In summary, a lot of things have 
to go right to make for a very 
successful business year. 
Let's hope that 2008 is the next one. 
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• Finest Selection 
of Nursery Stock 
in New England 

• Plant Location Services 

• Dependable Delivery 
throughout New England 

• Direct Ship Program 

• Extensive Hardscape 
Selection 

• Landscape Supplies 

• Bulk Materials 

• Ice Melters/Sand-Salt 
Mixtures 

6 Dearborn Road, Peabody, MA 01960 

New Product Lines: 
• Irrigation & Lighting 

• Rental Center 

• Hardware/Truck Supplies 

• Expanded Masonry Dept. 

www.northeastnursery.com • 978.535.6550 • Fax 978.535.5247 

Inside or out 
Quality is covered 

As the authorized Harnois deo ler in the Northeast 
the professional staff at Greenhouse Supply Inc~ 

will handle all your greenhouse needs. 
Whether you are looking for a free standing or a 

gutter connected greenhouse, col I us at 

GREENHOUSE 
~ SUPPLY,INC, 

1.800.696.8511 
www.agrotech.com 
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... .. 

1. Congratulations to UNH students, Cori 
Belanger & Andrew Gagne, our 2007 
scholarship award winners. Brett Andrus, 
NHPGA President (right) presented 
the $750 checks at our annual winter 
educational meeting. 
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New Hampshire News 

Winter Educational Meeting Highlights 

January 16, 2008 

2. Commissioner Lorraine Merrill, New 
Hampshire Department of Agriculture, 
Markets & Food, is greeted by NHPGA 
President, Brett Andrus. Commissioner 
Merrill was introduced to the audience 
in the afternoon session and spoke 
about the importance of the horticultural 
community to New Hampshire's 
economic and scenic landscape. 
Welcome aboard Commissioner - we 
look forward to working together to 
promote and support horticulture and 
agriculture within New Hampshire and 
throughout the New England region. 

3. Newcomers Dr. Tom Brady, 
Dean, College of Life Sciences and 
Agriculture, UNH, (center) and 
Dr. Brian Krug, UNH Cooperative 
Extension Specialist, Greenhouse/ 
Floriculture (right) join Or. Cathy 
Neal, UNH Cooperative Extension 
Specialist, Ornamental Horticulture 
at our winter meeting. Dr. Brady 
spoke to the audience about the 
opportunities and challenges facing 
COLSA in the years ahead. The 
NHPGA remains committed to 
supporting our land grant university 
and its mission of teaching, research, 

and Extension. 

4. Forty wholesale vendors enjoyed 
meeting & greeting old and new 
customers. Landscape suppliers, 
plant growers & brokers, service 
providers, and educational 
institutions offered a wonderful array 
of products for association members. 

Please join us for next year's event. 

5. The winter educational meeting 
was held January 16 at the Courtyard 
Marriott/Grappone Center in 
Concord. Over 150 attendees 
enjoyed the wide ranging topics 
including updates on Lyme disease, 
cooperative buying opportunities, 
integrated landscaping, pesticide 
regulations, worker's compensation 
and UNH horticultural research. 
Plan on joining us next year - it's 
a wonderful day to network and 
stretch the mind. 
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Your New Hampshire Sales Representatives 
New Hampshire 

RICK BRASSOR 
802-257 -8141 

Mobile: 802-380-2988 
Fax: 802-257-8142 

e-mail:Rbrassor@robertbaker.com 

• FLEXIBLE GUARANTEE 
PROGRAMS 

NH - Seacoast 

TOM BUSH 
860-388-0357 

Mobile: 860-966-7283 
Fax: 860-388-0364 

e-mail:Tbush@robertbaker.com 

• COMBINED VOLUME 
DISCOUNT 

• JUST-IN-TIME DELIVERY • LOW MINIMUM ORDERS 

%e 'RJ)6ert 1>af«r Company Afedf ord 9{,ursery 
· · 1700 Mounta.in. Road, 560-A Eayrestown-Red Lion, Road, 

West Suffield, CT 06093 Medford, NJ 08055 a.i 
_..._, v1s1t us on the web: robertbaker.com IZI CD 

7 ACRES OF TREES, SHRUBS AND PERENNIALS 
9 DUDLEY ROAD HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-6 

' RAYMOND, NH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8-5 
603 895-0236 www scemcnursery net 

Providing the Best Plants. 

It's What We Do. 

Now in our 85th Year and 

Still Growing Strong. 

~ston 
l'{_,p.;~H';!!~~ EST. 1923 

Unearth the Possibilities 

Commercial Sales 
Frankland Road/ P.O. Box 186 

Hopkinton, MA 01748 

Phone: 508-293-8028 Fax: 508-497-0743 

Email: CommSales@WestonNurseries.com 

www.WestonNurseries.com 

Annual & Perennial Plugs, Plug & Ship, Geraniums, 
Prefinished Plants, Proven Winners, Bulbs, 

Holiday Crops, Flowering Plants 

Joseph Giannino Co. 
Representing fine growers of quality plant material 

17 North Road 
East Kingston, NH 03827 

Office (888)948-2001 FAX(603)642-9230 

GOU.TAR 
Tree & Turf, LLC 

Trust the 250 West Road, Canterbury, NH 03224 
Growers of Premium Turf & Ornamental Trees product and service 

For over 30 years Gold Star Has Offered the 
Products and Services that Help Your Business Grow 

The Plantsman 
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USCIS Revises Employment 
Eligibility Verification Form 1-9 
Revision will eliminate certain 
documents for employment 
verification 

Washington, DC - U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
announced today (12/07) that a 
revised Employment Eligibility 
Verification Form (1-9) is now 
available for use. All employers are 
required to complete a Form 1-9 for 
each employee hired in the United 
States. 

The revision seeks to achieve full 
compliance with the document 
reduction requirements of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA), 
which reduced the number of 
documents employers may accept 
from newly hired employees 
during the employment eligibility 
verification process. The revised Form 
1-9 is a further step in USCIS' ongoing 
work toward reducing the number of 
documents used to confirm identity 
and work eligibility. 

Key to the revision is the removal 
of five documents for proof of both 
identity and employment eligibility. 
They include: Certificate of U.S. 
Citizenship (Form N-560 or N-570); 
Certificate of Naturalization (Form 
N-550 or N-570); Alien Registration 
Receipt Card (Form 1-151 ); the 
unexpired Reentry Permit (Form 1-
327); and the unexpired Refugee 

FEBRUARY/ MARCH 2008 

Elsewhere in the News 

Travel Document (Form I- 571 ). 
The forms were removed because 
they lack features to help deter 
counterfeiting, tampering, and fraud. 

Additionally, the most recent version 
of the Employment Authorization 
Document (Form 1-766) was added 
to List A of the List of Acceptable 
Documents on the revised form. 
The revised list now includes: a U.S. 
passport (unexpired or expired); a 
Permanent Resident Card (Form 1-
551 ); an unexpired foreign passport 
with a temporary 1-551 stamp; an 
unexpired Employment 
Authorization Document that 
contains a photograph (Form 1-766, 
1-688, l-688A, or l-688B); and an 
unexpired foreign passport with an 
unexpired Arrival-Departure Record 
(Form 1-94) for nonimmigrant aliens 
authorized to work for a specific 
employer. 

Employers are encouraged to 
start using the revised Form 1-9 
immediately. The form will become 
effective once the notice is published 
in the Federal Register. Both the 
revised form and the "Handbook 
for Employers, Instructions for 
Completing the Form l-9"are 
available online at: www.uscis.gov. 

To order forms, call USCIS toll-free 
at 1-800-870-3676. For forms and 
information on immigration laws, 
regulations, and procedures, call the 
National Customer Service Center at 
1-800-375-5283. 

Hunter Flies found in 
Connecticut Greenhouses 

Storrs, CT - November 19th, 2007 -
Hunter flies (Coenosia attenuata) are 
small predecous flies that have been 
observed on yellow sticky cards in 
various Connecticut greenhouses this 
fall in poinsettia crops. 

Hunter flies are originally from 
Europe and were most likely 
introduced on plant material. They 
were first found in the United 
States in October of 1999 by Elise 
Schillo-Lobdell, an 1PM Scout, at a 
commercial greenhouse in upstate 
New York. Hunter flies are in the 
same family as common houseflies 
and are similar in appearance, but 
smaller. 

In Europe, these flies are members of 
a predatory community that colonize 
greenhouses from the outside and 
also complete their development 
in the greenhouse soil and become 
established there for long periods 
of time. Both larval and adult stages 
are predaceous. Adults sit and wait 
and only pursue prey that are in 
flight. Hunter flies may prey upon 
fungus gnats, shore flies, Liriomyza 
leafminers, moth flies and whiteflies. 

Adult females lay eggs in the soil that 
hatch in about 5 days. The fly larvae 
seek other soil dwelling insects such 
as fungus gnat larvae as prey. Larvae 
grow for about two weeks and then 
pupate in the soil for two weeks. 
con( d. on page 9 
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Gutter connect Greenhouses 

Woodman's Florist, Peterborough 

Greenhouse 
Systems, Inc. 

Mason Brook Nursery, Mason 

Free standing Greenhouses 
Mill Gardens, Hanover 

Shade Structures 

call far A free Catalog 
Tel li03-li29-9004 
fax li03-li29-9023 

40 landonderry TUrnpike • Hooksllt NI 03108 
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Photo - John Sanderson and Todd 
Ugine, Cornell University 

Researchers at Corne I I University are 
studying the Hunter flies behavior 
and biology and its potential as a 
biological control agent. Currently, 
they are not available for purchase. 
If present in your greenhouses, enjoy 
this free biological control. Leanne 
Pundt, University of Connecticut 

For more information: 

Greenhouse Pests Beware- Old 
World Hunter Fly Now in North 
America 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/ AR/ 
arch ive/oct05/pests 1 005. htm 

Hunter Flies: Open Season on 
Fungus Gnats http://nysipm.cornel I. 
edu/nursery _ghouse/newsletters/ 
defau It. asp# hunter 

National Sustainable 
Ag ricu ltu re Standardization 
Process 

Madison, WI - Leonardo Academy, 
the non-profit sustainability and 
standards development organization 
(SDO) is facilitating the process to 
establish the first national standard 
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for sustainable agriculture. 

About the Standard: Interest in 
standardizing sustainable agriculture 
has grown dramatically in the past 
decade around the globe. This rising 
level of interest has been fueled by 
a range of critical environmental 
and social concerns, such as 
global warming, water shortages, 
species extinction, dangerous 
working conditions, unfair labor 
practices, and disregard for local 
communities. In response, dozens 
of sustainability initiatives and 
programs have emerged. This 
national standardization initiative has 
been launched to provide a forum 
for capturing the collective wisdom 
of individuals and organizations 
that have been leading the way in 
defining and establishing sustainable 
practices. More information about 
the standardization initiative, 
including documents from the 
initial 2-day orientation meeting 
held October 29-30, and a copy of 
the draft standard for trial use, can 
be downloaded from the Leonardo 
website, 
www.leonardoacademy.org/Projects/ 
ansi.htm. 

About The Leonardo Academy: The 
Leonardo Academy is a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organization founded in 
1997 with a vision of advancing 
sustainability and putting the 
competitive market to work on 
improving the environment. 

"Food Grade Organic Weed 
and Grass Killer" 

Cambria, CA - Pharm Solutions Inc. 
has announced EPA Registration 

Elsewhere in the News 

for Weed Pharm, the world's first 
food grade organic herbicide. Weed 
Pharm, a non selective weed and 
grass killer, whose active ingredient is 
200 grain "food grade" vinegar, has 
been the project of Ph arm Solutions 
Inc. since early 2004. Pharm 
Solutions manufactures the only 
USDA Certified Organic Pesticides 
in the world (USDA Certification 
November 2006) and the food 
grade organic herbicide is a natural 
addition to the organic line. 

Catherine H. Daniels, Extension 
Specialist, Washington State 
University comments, "Several years 
ago, scientists at the USDA-ARS 
Sustainable Agriculture Systems 
Laboratory tested the ability of 
vinegar/ acetic acid to act as an 
herbicide. Initial results showed that 
20% acetic acid (200 grain vinegar) 
had an acceptable level of control 
against certain weeds. The news 
created a huge surge in product 
demand and swamped Extension 
Agents with pub I ic requests for 
information. In many locations 
around the country we can only 
recommend EPA Registered products, 
which created a dilemma for us 
because at that time there were 
no legally registered herbicides at 
the 200 grain RTU strength. Some 
companies sold products illegally 
or with misleading claims: that just 
added to the confusion. Some people 
bought and used i I legal products: 
that raised safety concerns. In general 
it was a messy and often frustrating 
situation." 
"The EPA Registration of Weed 
Pharm solves these problems" states 
Susan E. Lewis, Founder and Pres, 
cont'd. on page 11 
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One resource. &liM> 
Countless opportunities. Q 

Bareroot . Containers. Liners. Bailey Nurseri es 

is th e o ne-stop-sh o p for all your garden 

center and grower needs. Contact us today 

at 800.829 .8898 to learn how we not only 

grow great plants, but can also help grow 

your business. 

BAILEY 
iii'ii,isllii 

www.PetersABC.com 
YOUR EASIEST LINK TO THE BEST 

WATER SOLUBLE FERTILIZER SOLUTION 

The patent-pending Peters• A-8-C Selection System"' is your connection 
to more efficient, effective plant nutrition. Two simple steps and a few 
easy clicks and you'll receive Peters• brand fertilizer recommendations 
based on your water quality and crop type. 

'PETERs 
EXCEL 
ltATa ltJUM£ FE1lT1UIEI 

I © 2007 The Scotts Company LLC, 

'PETER$ 
PROFESSIONAi: 

ltA1U IOU/II,£ 1ElflllJl£R 

BAILEYNURSERIES.COM PHONE: 800.829.8898 MINNESOTA I OREGON I WASHINGTON 
l Worldwide Rights Reserved. 

70 

Millican Nurseries Inc 
187 Pleasant Street 

Chichester, NH 03258 
(P) 603-435-6660 (F) 603-435-5039 
MN ISales@Mill icanNurserieslnc.com 

www. MillicanNurseriesinc.corn 

The Plantsman 
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"and enables states, cities, counties, 
municipalities and individuals the 
opportunity to reduce synthetic 
chemical exposure without 
sacrificing results." Weed Pharm 
will be available at Whole Foods, 
Smith and Hawken, Fred Meyer 
and Independent Lawn and Garden 
Centers across the US, in 1 liter and 1 
gallon sizes. Bulk sales are available 
in 55 gallon drum and truckload 
quantities by calling Pharm Solutions 
Inc. at 805.927.7500. 

Pharm Solutions Inc., a WA State 
Corp, with offices in California, 
manufactures the world's first and 
only "USDA Certified Organic" 
insecticides, miticides and 
fungicides, Certified Organic by 
Oregon Tilth. 

For distribution information on these 
revolutionary products contact Pharm 
Solutions Inc. 805.927.7500 

Sustainable Sites Initiative 
- Preliminary report issued 

San Francisco, CA - The Sustainable 
Sites Initiative is developing national, 
voluntary standards and guidelines 
for sustainable land development 
and management practices as wel I 
as metrics to assess site performance 
and a rating system to recognize 
achievement. It is a partnership of 
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects, the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, the United States 
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Botanic Garden and a diverse group 
of national stakeholder organizations. 
The U.S. Green Building Council, a 
major stakeholder in the initiative, 
has committed to incorporating 
these guidelines and standards 
into the future evolution of the 
LEED® (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Green 
Building Rating System. 

Landscapes provide valuable services 
such as climate regulation, clean 
air and water, and improved quality 
of I ife. However, conventional land 
practices often limit, rather than 
enhance, the ability of landscapes 
to provide these important services. 
The Sustainable Sites Initiative was 
founded to address this concern and 
investigate and define sustainability 
in land development and 
management practices. 

The initiative is in the process of 
developing the Standards and 
Guidelines for Sustainable Sites 
- a compilation of current research, 
technology, and practices to provide 
technical guidance and performance 
benchmarks. The Preliminary Report 
on the Standards and Guidelines 
(www.sustai nablesites.orglreport. 
html) is now available for comment. 
The purpose of this report is to 
provide a snapshot of the first 
findings of the initiative with the 
intention of collecting feedback 
from professionals and stakeholders. 
It is critical to receive knowledge 
and input from other professionals 
and stakeholders to ensure that the 

Elsewhere in the News 

products of the Sustainable Sites 
Initiative are relevant to those who 
influence land practices. 

Many local and regional efforts 
now provide guidelines for 
improved land development and 
management practices. Sustainable 
Sites recognizes the importance and 
relevance of these programs and is 
interested in information sharing and 
partnering. 

Recommendations 

This report makes three 
overarching recommendations for 
sustainable land development and 
management: 1) assemble a group 
of knowledgeable and diverse 
professionals to form an integrated 
project team, 2) prior to making 
decisions, conduct a complete and 
thorough assessment of the site, 
and 3) integrate land practices that 
replicate the functions of healthy 
ecological systems. 

Conclusions 

Sustainable land practices can 
support the functions of healthy 
systems and harness natural 
processes to provide environmental 
benefits. The Sustainable Sites 
Initiative is aimed at providing the 
land development and maintenance 
industries with the tools to move 
toward a more sustainable future. 

If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
info@sustainablesites.org 
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EUPHORBIA 'DIAMOND FROST' 

has been named one of the 

GREATEST ANNUALS FOR 2005! 
per Dr. Allen Armitage - Nov '05 issue of 

GREENHOUSE GROWER. .. 
"We try to stay aw ay fro m repeating w inners 

from year to year, but this is the seco nd year 

'Diamo nd Fros t' has earned thi s award. Plants 

just kept fl owering and fl ow ering all season. 

They never stopped, period! We pl aced plants 

in containers and in the garden, and in bo th 

cases they were outs tanding. The habit was 

perfect, never exceeding 20" in height, and 

maintenance was minimal. The de li ca te ... 

YouR AWARD WINNING 
PROVEN WINNERSC) SOURCE 

OPleasant 
View 

• ll'lllf ~ ,r• 

Loudon, NH 
800-343-4784 
www.p vg.com 

REARS 

J PUL Tanks 

200 gallon 

Stainless steel spray 
tanks (50 - 1,000 gal) 
with mechanical 
agitation and 
diaphragm pumps 
available . 

Jacto J-400 
3 pt. hitch , 105 Gal. 
polyethylene tank 
wi th mechanical agi
tation, 37 gpm, pto 
driven centrifugal 
pump three outlet 

PW 

hydraulic available . . 
40 pto HP required · · 

200 gallon 

Specialty booms 
supplied or hose reel, 
gun if required. 
Diaphragm pumps, 
pto or engine driven 
5-45 gpm up to 600 psi . 

cannon head with ~ 

1---B_O_/S.:....P:_us_sw_~_

th

_·-~-W-et-~-n-~_:_:_b_~_o_mB_s_~-a-~-uf-~-t-u~-e-d_fr_om ___ '· . . . 1 

~ sturdy steel tubing and powder painted . MSS P765 - 150 gallon, 3 PTH 

~ ~he tubular frame is made to give adequate tt 
support to different accessories and add stability while in 

Many axle/wheel/pump/boom combinations 
available. Call for more information . 

See our website for details 
www.oescoinc.com 

or call for a demonstration. 

operation or in storage. · · 

Choose a pumping unit, a manual or electric control and r . . 
a manual or hydraulic folding boom from the wide range 

or models. 

MSS P950E - 250 gallon, 3 PTH 

P.O. Box 540, Rte. 116 · Conway, MA 01341 
800-634-5557 • 413-369-4335 · FAX 413-369-4431 

info@oescoinc.com · www.oescoinc.com 
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New Hampshire has a long 
and interesting history of 
association with trees. Since 
the days when "mast pines" were 
harvested for the British Navy, trees 
have played an integral role in our 
state's character and economy. 
The days when the vast expanse of 
original forest covered most of the 
state have gone. Today, relatively 
few large, venerable trees remain to 
remind us of those earlier times. 

In an effort to find, record, and 
recognize these magnificent 
individual trees, the New Hampshire 
Big Tree Program was started in 1950. 
The list of recorded champions now 
includes more than 200 giants of 
their kind. Community Tree Steward 
volunteers help identify, measure, 
and record these big trees at the 
state, county and national levels. The 
NH Big Tree program cooperates with 
the National Register of Big Trees 
through American Forests. For more 
information on the National Register 
of Big Trees, visit their website: http:// 
www.americanforests.org/resources/ 
bigtrees/. 

The New Hampshire Big Tree 
program is sponsored by UNH 
Cooperative Extension, NH Division 
of Forests and Lands and the NH 
Community Tree Steward Program. 

Purpose 
* To locate the most outstanding 

examples of the various tree species 
which grow in New Hampshire 

FEBRUARY/ MARCH 2008 

The NH Big Tree Program ... 

Bigger is Better! 

This national champion Green Ash received 378 points. Jt1s located in Cass 
County, Michigan. Photo courtesy of The Davey Tree Expert Co. 

* To obtain the cooperation of the 
tree owners to protect and preserve 
specimens as landmarks for future 
generations to enjoy 

* To stimulate interest in and 
greater appreciation for trees as a 
natural resource 

About the NH Big Tree Program 
* Anyone can nominate a tree to 

be a Big Tree Champion. 
* A registry of all recognized New 

Hampshire Big Trees as well as a list 
of al I County Big Trees is maintained 
by the NH Community Tree Steward 
Program. 

* All recognized New Hampshire 
Big Trees will be considered 
for submission for the National 
Champion Big Tree Registry 
sponsored by American Forests. 

Listings of NH's Big Trees 
The New Hampshire Community 
Tree Steward Volunteer Program 
has published a list of the biggest 
trees of each species throughout 
the state. The State and County 
Listing of Big Trees (http://extension. 
unh.edu/forestry/documents/ 
NHBIGTRS.pdf) contains the 
cont'd. on page 7 5 
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-Bobcat 

We are a nursery in Rye specializing in 
Japanese and Chinese Tree Peonies, 
woodland plants, wildflowers, ferns and 
ground covers of landscape size for 
established garden effects. 

Come visit our nursery and display 
gardens. Our experienced horticulturist 
can help with suggestions for design and 
plants to enhance your gardens. 

154 Garland Rd., Rye, NH 03870 
603 964. 3755 
Open8amApm 
Saturday, Monday, Friday 
or by appointment 

Directions: From Rte.I in Rye, turn onto 
Washington Rd. and follow .76 miles. 
Turn right onto West Rd., then left onto 
Garland Rd. 

Bobcat of New Hampshire 
Your skid steer Sales & Rental headquarters 
We carry the full line of Bobcat equipment and accessories 

Come see the innovative products from Bobcat Company - especially suited for the nursery industry: 
Combination All-Wheel Steer /Skid-steer loader; ToolcatrM utility work machine with 1,500-lb capacity; and 

walk-behind mini track loader 

Sales Service - Parts Rental 
Route 4, Chichester NH (603) 224-1234 Route 102, Hudson NH (603) 579-9955 

www.bobcatnh.com 
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Big Tree, cont'd. 

NH Big Tree Winners 
American Forests uses the following calculation to determine a tree 1s total points: 

Trunk Circumference+ Height+¼ Average Crown Spread = Total Points 

Species Latin Name National Champ NH Champ CRH 

(Points*) (Points*) (inches**) 

Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica 378 247 140 

American Beech Fraxinus grandifolia 429 284 163 

Paper Birch Betula papyrifera 348 263 168 

Northern Catalpa Catalpa speciosa 387 253 160 

Balsam Fir Abies balsamea 259 176 76 

Eastern Hemlock Tsuga Canadensis 377 263 110 

American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana 211 78 35 

Silver Maple Acer saccharinum 477 375 249 

Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus 379 378 243 

Norway Spruce Picea abies 317 274 170 

Black Walnut Jug/ans nigra 443 256 160 

Witch-Hazel Hamamelis virginiana 95 29 12 

Yellowwood Cladrastiskentukea 278 196 126 

* Total Points= Trunk Circumference+ Height+ ¼ Average Crown Spread 

**CBH = Trunk circumference measured at 4 ½ feet above ground level in inches 

trees of each species throughout 
the state. The State and County 
Listing of Big Trees (http://extension. 
unh.edu/forestry/documents/ 
NHBIGTRS.pdf) contains the 
following information about the 
largest specimen of each species 
measured in New Hampshire: 
height, tree circumference, average 
crown diameter, the year the tree 
was measured, the location by city 
and county (because most of these 
trees are on private property exact 
locations aren't listed), and its status 
(national, state, or county champion). 

The Introduced Big Trees is a list of 
non-native trees not yet recognized 
by the National program (http:// 
extension.unh.edu/forestry/Docs/ 
INTROTRS.pdf). 
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To Nominate A Big Tree as a 
Champion 
Do you have a really big tree in 
your neighborhood, or know of a 
potential champion Big Tree? You 
can use the Big Tree list to search for 
new champion trees. First identify the 
tree and measure its circumference 
in inches at chest height. If the 
circumference measurement is larger 
or within a few inches of the same 
species tree on the Big Tree List, you 
may have a new champion! Whether 
or not you find an actual big tree 
champion, looking for the biggest 
trees in your neighborhood can 
be lots of fun and a great learning 
experience. 

Please help us by following these 
steps: 

1 . Identify the species of tree as best 
you can. 

2. Using a tape measure, measure 
the circumference of the trunk in 
inches at 4 1/2 feet off the ground. 

3. Compare your circumference 
measurement to the same species 
of tree in the NH Big Tree Listings. 

4. If the circumference of the tree 
you measured exceeds or is close 
in size to a tree of the same 
species on the listing, contact the 
NH Big Tree Coordinator on line 
at: http://extension.unh.edu/ 
forestry/BigTree.htm. She will get 
in touch with you within a 2 
month time frame. 
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Abby McFarland, House by the Side 
of the Road, Wi I ton, NH 

t Ayn Whytemare, Found Well Farm, 
Pembroke, NH 

t Lee Stevens, Log Cabin Nursery, 
Claremont, NH 

t Bianca Dion, Mike Dion 
Hydroseeding & Property Care, Inc., 
New Hampton, NH 

t Leslie Houey, Florediem Flower 
Farm, Alstead, NH 

t Leslie Lindgren, Great Hill 
Horticultural Foundation, Hampton 
Falls, NH 

t Eric Helgemoe, Eric's Farmstand and 
Greenhouses, Pelham, NH 

t Amy & Chris Hemingway, 
Hemingway Farms, Charlestown, NH 

Find all your plant needs at 
one location. 
• Northern grown trees, evergreens, shrubs & perennials. 
• We specialize in heavy grade specimen plants. 

• Ba,k mulch , compost, & loam in bulk.~ 
Delivery service for your convience. ~ 
Call for seasonal hours. ~ 

Phone: 207.839.4262 
Fax: 207.839.2290 
email: onurserl@maine.rr.com 

O'DONA~S 
NURSERY 

Our catalog is online www.odonalsnurseries.com 

Newton Greenhouse 
Quality Plants Green & Flowering 

Cut Snapdragons & Lisianthus-Year Round 
Assorted Cut Flowers Available Seasonally 

32 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH 03858 
603-382-5289 FAX 603-382-0632 

Landscapers and Garden Centers ... 

See What SYLVAN has to offer! 

NURSER~ 

~ Trees, Shrubs, Groundcovers 
• Specimens 
~ Heather & Heath 
___ Native & Sea Shore Plants 
.Ir Perennials, Grasses, Roses 1028 Horseneck Rood - Westport, MA 02790 

508-636-4573 Fax 508-636-3397 
www.SylvanNurse ry.com Call, Fax or E-mail to request our catalog 

-~ GARDEN CENTER 
1 Greenhouses, Nursery, Gift Shop 

Full Service Garden Center 
Phone: (603) 625-8298 
Fax: (603) 622-4073 

J 656 South Mammoth Rd. 
1 (Route 28A) 

Manchester, NH 03109 
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MILL GARDENS 70 River Road, Hanover, NH, 03755 (603)643-8700 

Rob and Sara Day and John Stanhope 

I always marvel atthe 
ingenuity and resourcefulness 
of New Hampshire's 
agricultural business owners. 
Those that are successful have 
embraced change and encouraged 
successive generations to find 
their niche within this changing 
environment. Dairy farms become 
vegetable operations which 
morph into greenhouse/cut flower 
businesses. 

History 
Mill Gardens, Hanover, NH, is 
an example of this generational 
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transformation. The business started 
in 1976 when John Stanhope 
opened a lumber yard on property 
that borders the Connecticut River. 
Twenty five years later, the large 
buildings which once sawed logs 
and stored lumber now overwinter 
plant material. A new garden center, 
nursery beds, five greenhouses, and 
large parking lot create the lovely 
retail environment for Mill Gardens' 
customers. Since 2001, the seasonal 
horticultural business has been 
operated by John, his daughter Sara 
and her husband, Rob Day, as wel I as 
five full-time seasonal employees. 

Member Profile 

Mill Gardens 

by Nancy E. Adams 

It takes time to develop a new 
retail business in a town which is 
described as "discouraging business 
development". Traditional farming is 
no longer practiced in Hanover and 
the competitive environment from 
neighboring growers in Bradford, 
Thetford and Lebanon, and a 
somewhat remote location means 
Mill Gardens must be on top of 
its game to succeed. It's doing just 
that by selling a wide assortment 
of home-grown pJant material 
in a beautiful setting staffed by 
knowledgeable people. 

Product Mix 
Plant diversity is evident at Mill 
Gardens. Annuals, perennials, 
hanging baskets, nursery stock, and 
hardy disease-resistant Knock Out® 
& Carefree roses top the list and the 

cont'd. on page 79 
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"The Geranium Specialists" 

Wholesale Growers 
2 1 /2" Geraniums (year round) 

4" Pre-finished Geraniums 
2 1 /2" Ivy Geraniums & Fuchsia 
Martha Washington Geraniums 

Spring Hanging Baskets, Lilies/Bulbs 
Azaleas, Cyclamen, Poinsettias, Foliage 

J.B. CARPENTER & SON, INC. 
603/659-3391 

220 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

NEWMARKET , NH 03857 

TuckahoeTur[Farms 
Berwick, Maine 

For home lawns 
For gardens 
For athletic fields 
For parks & playgrounds 
For golf course projects 

Kentucky Bluegrass, Ryegrass, Fine Fescue 

Pallets or "Big Rolls" 
Sod handler delivery 
Roll out service 

, 35 years of growing 
Experience - - - - - -

Deliveries Monday through Saturdays 
500 sq. ft. to 50,000 per day 

Usable lawns within three weeks of installation 

Sod it and be done with it. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-556-6985 

See our web site for more information 
www.tuckahoeturf.com 

STONEPOST 
NURSERY 

Raymond, NH 

SPECIALIZING IN 

WHOLESALE 

PERENNIALS 

GROUNDED 

IN 
QUALITY 

1 and 2 gallon containers 

Call to request our current plant availability. 

Delivery available 

3 Split Rock Lane Raymond, NH Phone: 603-244-1224 

New England's Leading Full Line Seed House 

• Packet Seeds 

• Lawn Seed 

• Fertilizer 

• Grounds Maintenance Chemicals 

1-800-326-4278 

FAST, COURTEOUS SERVICE 

The Chas. C. Hart Seed Co. 
304 MAIN ST. 

WEATHERSFIELD, CT 06109-1826 
1-800-326-4278 
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Sales Building 

Greenhouses at Mill Ca rden 
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Mill Gardens, cont'd. 

trend is towards larger sized plant 
material. Fewer pack cells are sold in 
favor of 41 /2" annuals, gallon+ sized 
perennials and 14" moss hanging 
baskets. 

Although there are seven acres on 
site, the retail area centers around 
the garden center building which 
emphasizes organic fertilizers, tools, 
and pottery. They grind their own 
hardwood and softwood bark mulch, 
offer lntervale compost, and sell soil , 
loose stone, and pavers for the do-it
yourself homeowner. 

Marketing 
Finding the right mix of advertising, 
promotions, and offerings continues 
to be a challenge. While local 
newspaper (Valley News) advertising 
is most effective, other periodicals 
and classes have not been successful 
in increasing customer traffic and 
sales. Word-of-mouth advertising is 
their best sales tool as evidenced by 
increasing yearly sales figures. 

The Future 
Now that the horticultural business 
has been operating for six years, it's 
clear that they need to expand the 
growing area not necessarily the sales 
area. This might include expanding 
the unheated greenhouse growing 
space and reducing the display area 
to accommodate this change. Plant 
material would then be brought 
up to the sales yard as needed. 
Signage also needs to be improved to 
encourage more self-directed sales. 
Perhaps this will be this year's winter 
activity, John?!? 
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0 V E R 1,000 V A R I E T I E S 

POTTED 

BAREROOT CONTAINERS LINERS 

• Large Selection • On-Time Delivery 

• Healthy, Hardy Nursery Stock • Volume Rebate 

• Low Minimum Order • State-Of-The-Art Facilities 

• Reasonable Freight • Experienced Sales Team & Staff 

Contact Sherman Nursery Today. 
ph. 800-747-5980 

fax 800-361-7759 

email sales@shermannursery.com 

VISIT www.shermannursery.com NURSERY COMPANY 
FOR OUR WHOLESALE AVAILABILITY. Charles City, Iowa 

W.H. MltlKOWSKI. INC. 
Greenhouse & Nursery Supplies, Equipment and Plant Material 

ff ow- Complete Sott11!e ftw 

llorti.eulturaf Indus Ptoduiis 
• Greenhouse Structures • Greenhouse Film 

• Greenhouse & Field Irrigation • Chemicals 
• Sha"deEabric • Envin mental Contrqls 

• Heating & VenJilati n EcpiJ: ~. Fertilizers 

• Soil Handling E ipment • fety Equipment 
• Plastic Contain ,s • Crop Su rt Material 

• Soil-I~ Mix~ • Sprayers and Much ~ore 

Ill-', TJelAe,;,,s tt,,So.tl,a,,, N• lloMf,J,/Je 
THE W.H. MIUKDWSKL INC. 
PLANT DEPARTMENT 

...... 
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Your Area Rep 
Jim Downie 

603-393-5536 
Or Call Our 

Stafford Springs, CT 
Facility 

800-243-7170 

111.h u.-

WE DELIVER! 
Native, Wetland, and Nursery Stock 

IERSON 
NURSERIES, INC. 

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
WOODY & HERBACEOUS WETLAND PLANTS 

NATIVES ORNAMENTALS 
PERENNIALS GROUNDCOVERS 

SHRUBS VINES 
SHADE & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

CONTRACT GROWING AVAILABLE 

CALL FOR SAMPLES OR QUOTES OF WETLAND & 
EROSION CONTROL FABRICS 

24 BUZZELL ROAD 
BIDDEFORD ME 04005 

phone (207) 499-2994 (207) 282-7235 
fax (207) 499-2912 

e-mail: piersonnurseries@prexar.com 

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR CATALOG 

Many NCO products are: 

OMRI™ 
L i s t e d 

Offering Natural Fertilizers, Soil 
Amendments, and Environmentally 

Compatible Pest Controls 

Depot St. Bradford, VT 05033 
802/222-4277 FAX 802/222-9661 

Email: info@norganics.com 

Visit our web site@ 
http://www.norganics.com or call 

now for the location of our nearest 
wholesale distributor 
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The things that used to come 
to mind when people talked 
about going "green" were the 
use of compost and organic 
solutions for insect, disease 
and fertility problems in the 
garden. But thanks to the concerns 
of citizens all over the globe, going 
green has risen from practices 
adopted by a few to mainstream 
culture. In fact, going green is 
often referred to now as being 
"eco-friendly" or environmentally 
sustainable, and has its own 
terminology and set of parameters. 
Manufacturers of many home and 
garden products have been quick to 
climb on this bandwagon, touting 
their products as eco-friendly, in the 
hope that you will purchase their 
product for this reason. 

But what does em-friendly really 
mean? What is it that makes a product 
eco-friendly? 

Eco-friendly products are made of 
environmentally friendly materials. 
They usually contain recycled 
materials or rapid renewables. 
Recycled materials are those that had 
a previous use and are now being 
re-used in a new way. One example 
wou Id be the use of newsprint in the 
garden as a mulch to control weeds . 
Another way to recycle would be 
to use salvaged materials as we did 
when turning part of a discarded 
candle-pin bowling alley into a new 
dining table. 
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WHAT IS ECO-FRIENDLY? 

by Margaret Hagen, Extension Educator, Agricultural Resources 

UNH Cooperative Extension, Hillsborough County 

Or products may 
contain what are called 
"rapid renewables" or 
sustainable materials. 
Commonly known 
examples are bamboo 
and cork. Using rapid 
renewables helps 
to protect precious 
natural resources . 
It is usually easy 
and economical to 
quickly replace these 
products, sustaining a 
steady supply without 
depleting our natural resources. 
However, bamboo and cork come 
from tropical countries and must 
travel long distances to reach us. A 
better source for renewables might 
be wood from our native New 
Hampshire forests and stone from 
our native bedrock. 

Products that have gone through 
very little processing before coming 
to market are considered eco
friendly because they consume very 
little energy during manufacturing. 
Examples would be products like 
granite steps or benches, stone pavers 
and some wood products. Products 
that are handmade also tend to use 
I ittle energy during manufacture, and 
so are considered environmentally 
friendly. 
Eco-friendly products are as free as 
possible from harmful chemicals and 
compounds. In production the use 
of toxic compounds such as wood 
preservatives or creosote, volatile 

Products such as granite steps or 
benches, stone pavers and some wood 
products that have gone through very 
little processing before coming to 
market are considered eco-friendly 
because they consume very little 
energy during manufacturing. 

organic compounds, chlorine and 
PVCs (these deplete the ozone layer) 
are reduced or eliminated. This also 
applies to organic food, produced 
using management practices defined 
under the Organic Foods Production 
Act. Organically grown food is 
produced in a way that replenishes 
and maintains soil fertility, uses 
minimal off-farm inputs, uses no 
synthetic fertilizers or pesticides, and 
encourages a biologically diverse 
agricultural system. Organic foods 
are one alternative. Another would 
be locally produced, unprocessed 
food that doesn't travel to us from 
across the country or even from 
outside the country. 
cont'd. on pg. 23 
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WHEN TRAGEDY 
STRIKES YOUR 

HORTICULTURAL BUSINESS 

l 
fig.I 

Make a wish. 

oprion I · 

fig. 2 

Waic five m inures. 

==- OR==-

oprio n 2 (the w iser d ecis ion)· 

C ALL HORTICA 

(} 
fig.! 

Make anocher wish. 

H orrica is the insurance company th at can g uide you to identify 
your business' evolving ri sks and needs, as well as provide fin ely
tuned insurance and employee benefi t solutions. Our ll9 yea rs in the 
horti cultural world have made us experts in recogni zing ri sks co your 
company before t hey can hurt your business. Of course, if something 
does happen we will pay your claims quickly co ge t yo u back on your 
fee t as soon as poss ib le. H orri ca is the onl y insurance company you can 
trust with every as pec t of your business. 

To get a quote, visit ho rtica-insurance.com 
o r call 800.851.7740. 

• hort1ca 
INSUR.ANCE&EMPI.OYEEBENERTS 

Togwde&ndp,011,de 

Rolling Green Nursery 
1 000's of our own Perennials 

Annuals•Trees & Shrubs•Herbs 
Vines•Natives•Alpines•Aquatics 

Garden Ornaments•Pottery • 
Trade Discount ~ 

64 Breakfast Hill Road ii,-; ;fi 
Greenland, NH 03840 - - _ 

(603) 436-2732 / info@rollinggreennursery.com 

9 ACRES OF PURE INSPIRATION ... 
www.rollinggreennursery.com 

o'b0 
C\ ~ 1 00 

X/entwort/icJt? 
green houses 

Year Round Garden Center 
and Wholesale Grower of 141 Rollins Rood 
www.wentworthgreenhouses.com Rollinsford, NH 03869 

Wholesale (603) 742- 1113 
Retail (603) 743-4919 

J.P. Bartlett Co., Inc. 
Geranium Specialist 
Wholesale Grower 

Winter Crop 
Rooted and Unrooted Geraniums 

Prefinished 4" Geraniums 
Unfinished Stock 

Vinca Vine, Dracaena, Fuchsia 
Asst. Vegetative Plugs 

Spring Crop 
Sedum Geraniums 

Hangers 
Annuals 

Jumbo Annuals 

Excellent selection of 72s, 3" & 
containers for Green Roof, Garden 

Centers and Landscapers 

Cemetery Pans ~ 

578 Boston Post Road Sudbury, MAO 1776-3301 
800.552.2278 Fax 978.443 .8661 

www.BartlettGreenhouses.com 

The Ultimate Tool for 
Your Delivery Needs 

2006 FUSO FE 140, Automatic Transmission 

j... 
MITSUBISHI 

FUSO 

2007 FUSO FE 140, 

Automatic Transmission Box Van 

LIBERTY INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, LLC 

1400 SOUTH WILLOW STREET· MANCHESTER NH 03103-4077 

PHONE · 603 - 623 - 8873 · 800 - 562 - 3814 
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One goal of true eco-friendly 
product manufacturers is to minimize 

depletion of the environment during 

production and transportation to 
market. Manufacturing plants often 

have high heating, cooling and 
electric costs, and many require 

large amounts of water. Eco-friendly 

manufacturers try to reduce their 
dependence on natural resources 

like water. They actively recycle and 

work to reduce their energy use. Their 

products have minimal packaging, 

and that packaging often consists of 

recycled materials. Distribution may 

be limited to keep the use offuel 

to a minimum. Companies that use 

hand labor to manufacture, package 

and distribute their product, rather 

than machines, are also considered 

environmentally friendly. 

Eco-friendly products have multiple 

purposes. They are manufactured out 

of environmentally friendly materials 

and often have a long shelf I ife. One 

example is cloth bags. These can be 

made of jute, hemp or other materials. 

They are used to bag groceries, 
carry books and for a multitude of 

other tasks; and they last for years. 

In addition, they help people reduce 

the amount of goods they need to 

purchase, thus reducing the amount of 

goods that need to be manufactured. 

Lastly, such products help people 
reduce the amount of trash that gets 
sent to landfills. 

Eco-friendly products often come 

from companies where working 
conditions are humane and healthy, 

and their workers are paid a living 

wage. Known as fair trade, this affects 

humans and not the sustainability 
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of the earth; however, it is one more 

component of what makes a product 

"green". Fair trade is about making 

a decent I ivi ng, and most of us have 

heard this term used in relation to 

coffee and tea growers in other parts of 
the world. 

Eco-friendly products often reduce 

the environmental impact of the 

building that they're used in. One 

recent example is a local radio 
station that advertises the use of solar 

power to run the station. Composting 

toilets, appliances that use electricity 

efficiently (e.g., ENERGY STAR), 

products that are powered with solar 

energy, efficient wood stoves/furnaces 

and devices that remove pollutants 

from the air are all eco-friendly. 

Is there any product on the market that 

can incorporate all of the practices 

discussed here? I doubt it. In fact, there 

is no legal definition of what makes 

a product eco-friendly, sustainable or 
green. 

So how do you know if a product is 

truly eco-friendly of if the promotional 

material is just hype? In order to really 

know, you have to become a highly 

educated consumer. Sometimes that 

just means reading the ingredients on 

the label really carefully. Sometimes 

products meet certain standards or are 

endorsed by a wel I-respected entity. 

If a product is certified organic, for 

example, you know that it has been 

produced using certain practices and 

that an inspector has verified that the 

grower or producer has fol lowed those 

practices. Sometimes it means doing a 

little research into the manufacturing 

practices of the company sel Ii ng the 

Eco- Friendly, cont'd. 

product. Ultimately, it means deciding 

which of all the elements that go into 

making a product "green" matter most 

to you, and then basing your buying 
decisions accordingly. 
As you attend trade shows this winter 

keep your eye out for some of the new 

eco-friendly products that 

Zeba is a natural, cornstarch-based 

formulation. It is nontoxic, biodegradable, pH

neutral and safe for all plants and soils. 

have emerged on the market: Zeba 

superabsorbent granules created from 

natural cornstarch to hold moisture 

in the root zone; pots made from 
fibreclay (a patented process that 

uses only 10% of the energy required 

to make other ceramics or plastics); 

Dynamite premium fertilizers; Organic 
Mechanics TM potting soil which is an 

all-purpose, peat-free mix comprised 

of 100% organic materials (doesn't 

deplete peat bogs); and biodegradable 

pots made from paper, bamboo, 
rice and other grains, coir fiber and 

even composted cow manure. You 

might also want to spend a little 

time browsing the product list on the 

website of the Portsmouth NH based 

company, Extremely Green (www. 

extremelygreen.com). 
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NORTHERN NURSERIES, INC. 
W h O I e S a I e H O It i C U It U I a I D i S t r i b U t i O Il C e Il t e r S ~'<,,!<n'B:,:,~ , * 

BARRINGTON, NH 
16 Pinkham Road West 

PHONE: (603) 868-7172 
visit us on the web: 

Gwrpin; 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 
2234 No. Hartland Rd. 

PHONE: (802) 295-2117 
MANAGER: MIKE GOFF SALES REP: MIKE GRAVES www.northernnurseries.com MANAGER: ERNIE FINNEY SALES REP: RICK BRASSOR 

WHEN IT COMES TO 
INSURANCE, KNOWING 

YOUR AGENT IS THE KEY ... 
The Robertson Agency understands the importance of doing business 
with people you know and trust. We offer Business and Commercial 
insurance, true Farm Packages, Auto, Workers Compensation, and 
most other lines of insurance. Our primary company, the Co-opera
tive Insurance Companies, is based in Middlebury, VT. They have 
been serving New Hampshire's agri-businesses for many years. 
Through their wholly-owned subsidiary, UI Insurance Services, Inc., 
we also offer commercial insurance through companies such as The 
Hartford, Zurich, and Merchants Insurance Group. Chances are, you 
heard of us and we have heard of you. Give us a call or stop by our 
website, we would like to be your agency! 

THE ROBERTSON AGENCY, 1022 DOVER ROAD, EPSOM NH 03234 
(603)736-8562 or 800-427-5014 E-mail:Andy@robertsonagency.com www.robertsonagency.com 
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Spring is here once again 
- but before the fields call you 
out of the house, take a few 
minutes to think about where 
your business is and where 
you would like it to be. When 
you focus your attention on the 
immediate needs of your family, your 
business, and your customers, you 
may lose sight of the bigger picture. 
If the unexpected occurs, are you in a 
position to take advantage of the new 
situation? 

We've put together some questions 
that can help you establish a starting 
point. Once you figure out where 
you are, you can work on the 
roadmap that will take you where 
you want to go. Some questions 
may not be easy to answer, but you 
shouldn't ignore them. Figuring 
out the answers takes time and 
may take help from a professional, 
whether an attorney, an appraiser, 
a tax professional, or a business 
consultant. They can help you get 
back to the job you love. 

Taxes 
Many of you have just filed or will be 
filing shortly your 2007 tax returns. 
Were you surprised by a small 
refund or worse, a large amount 
due? Working with a tax professional 
can help eliminate those surprises. 
Questions that your tax professional 
can help you answer include: 
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Pioneer Pointers 

Answering the Hard Questions 

* Should I lease equipment or 
buy it? 

* How much can I reduce 
my taxable income if I invest in 
retirement accounts? 

* How can I maximize my Social 
Security Earnings? 

* Should I prepay expenses this 
year, or defer them until next year? 

* What is the Domestic 
Production Credit, and am I eligible 
for it? 

Business Operation 
LLCs, Partnerships, S Corps, C Corps, 
Sole proprietorships - they all have 
advantages and disadvantages. If 
you need assistance determining 
which business entity is right for your 
operation, ask a business consultant. 
They can help you figure out these 
difficult issues: 

* Are there increased liability 
issues on the farm? 

* Is there an expansion on the 
horizon? 

* Is labor management a growing 
concern? 

* How can we hire better 
employees and improve our 
compensation package for current 
employees? 

* How can we track our 
operational strengths and weaknesses 
and then use this information 
to improve our business? 

* How is my business doing 
compared to others in the same 
industry? 

Transition 
Perhaps the hardest part of farming 
is bringing someone new into the 
business, or exiting from the farm 
gracefully. Selling the farm on which 
you've lived your entire life can be 
very difficult; giving up control of 
the business to the next generation 
can be harder. A business consultant 
will listen to you and aid you in 
determining what options make the 
most sense. Among the questions 
you may have are: 

* Should I try to sell land or 
business? 

* What's the best way to ensure 
a smooth transition to the next 
generation? 

Discussing your ideas and challenges 
with a professional tax preparer or a 
trained business consultant can often 
open your eyes to a simple solution 
or help you focus the business in a 
new direction. It's a complicated 
world, and no one expects you to do 
it alone. 

First Pioneer Farm Credit provides 
financial services to the green 
industry. Their services include 
recordkeeping/accounting support 
services, tax preparation/tax 
planning, credit, leasing, consulting, 
appraisals and payroll. For more 
information about any of the above 
financial services, please call the 
Bedford, NH branch office at 1-800-
825-3252. (SAS) 
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If you're looking for a 
comprehensive plant 
database and additional 
information on conservation 
plants, culturally significant 
plants, invasive plant species, 
Federal & State Threatened 
& Endangered Species and 
much more ... look no further. 
The USDA, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
has compiled an award winning 
PLANTS Web site contains general 
information on all 43,000 U.S. plant 
and lichen species, plus expanded 
information on over 2,500 
conservation plants. 

Bookmark their web site - as my 
Grandmother would say, "It's a 
corker!" 

http://plants.usda.gov/ 

Vision 
The National Plant Data Center 
(NPDC) is recognized as a national 
and global leader in developing 
taxonomically-based databases and 
disseminating plant information 
and technology to assist in the 
conservation of our natural resources. 
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National Plant Data Center 

Mission 
The NPDC provides leadership 
for the design, development, 
management, access, and marketing 
of Agency plant information, 
particularly through the PLANTS Web 
site. It focuses resources on plant 
data definition, collection, quality 
control, integration, interpretation, 
dissemination for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service's 
use in conservation practices 
and automated tools. It partners 
internationally to acquire plant data 
and new technologies and provides 
a national standard for basic plant 
data. 

cont'd. on page 27 
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Available Plant Information 

Plants, soils, and climate demand sound resource data in order to address conservation needs. The PLANTS Wed site 

provides basic information on all plants in the United States and more detailed information of 2500 conservation 
plants for use in decision-making by conservationists, community leaders, and other landowners. 

All Plants 

Plant Profile: Available for 
the 43,000 plants in PLANTS. 
Provides direct access to basic 
attribute data, such as: name, 
synonyms, distribution map 
(state level for all and county 
level for forty-eight of the states), 
family, growth habit, duration, 

Wetland Indicator Status, related Web sites, and selected 
levels of nativity. It provides access to images, Fact Sheet, 
Plant Guide, or characteristics, if available. Thumbnail 
distribution maps are available for all species within each 
genus.The Biota of North America Program has been the 
major collaborator for these basic data. 

Conservative Plants 

Plant Guides:Two to 
eight page documents 
addressing the use, 
description, propagation, 
establishment, 
production, and 

availability of a species.The guide also contains references 
for further inquiry. PLANTS currently has 600 guides online. 
Format: pdf or doc. 

Plant Fact Sheets: One to two page documents informing 
theuser about various species of conservation plants. 
Format: pdf or doc. 

Plant Characteristics:View over 100 plant characteristics 
such as appearance, use in conservation and restoration, 
growth requirements, and suitability for conservation 
practices for 2,500 conservation plant species and 
cultivars. 
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Culturally Significant Plants 

Plant Guides: Detailed document 
addressing key plant species 
of importance to the Native 
American culture. Format: pdf or 
doc. 

Invasive Plant Species 

State Noxious Plant Checklists: 
State legal lists integrated 
into PLANTS with links to move 
information. 

Invasive Plant Checklists: A list 
of plants from various published 

sources for species with known invasive characteristics. 
Includes links to additional sources of information. 

Links: General links to Web sites pertaining to weed 
management and control. 

Federal & State Threatened 
& Endangered Species 

Lists of threatened and 
endangered plants are integrated 
into PLANTS. View lists of currently 
accepted names and access 
further information, both on and 
off site, for the listed species. 

©M. Kat Anderson 
N PDC @ PLANTS 
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Current New Hampshire retailers selling New Hampshire Plant Growers Container Mix include: 

Barrett's Greenhouse, Swanzey 

Churchill's Garden Center, 

Exeter 

Cali's Garden Center, Jaffrey 

Demer's Garden Center,lnc., 

Manchester 

Dodges Agway, Hampton 

Goudreault Farm/ Greenhouse, 

Plaistow 

House By The Side Of The Road, 

Wilton 

Longacre Nursery Center, Lebanon 

Murray Farms Greenhouses, 

Penacook 

Nicole's Greenhouse, Concord 

Rodonis Farm & Greenhouse, 

Litchfield 

Grow with us. 
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(And help us grow!) 

ALL-PURPOSE CONTAINER MIX 
READY TO USE, 

FOR INDOOR & OUTDOOR PLANTS 

The New Hampshire Horticulture Endowment (NHHE) was founded in 1997 as an extension 
of the New Hampshire Plant Growers' Association. Each year, the NHHE grants money to 

researchers working on related issues in the field of horticulture that will assist New 
Hampshire Plant Growers. Proceeds from the sale of this soil will help this fund grow. 
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And your support in making this purchase helps make 

New Hampshire a greener place to live. 

For more information, or to place an order, please contact 
John Gerken of Gerken Horticultural Sales, 

59 Old Rabbit Hollow Road, Swanzey, NH 03446. 
Telephone (603) 357-3734 

or email.jgerken@worldpath.net 

Rolling Green Nursery, Greenland 

Raymond 

Scenic Nursery & Landscape, 

Raymond 

Spider Web Gardens, Tuftonboro 

Wentworth Greenhouses, Rollinsford 

Success Statistics 

• Sales from 2003-2007 total 
12,510 bags 

• $1 2,510 contributed to the 
NH Horticultural Endowment 
Fund since the inception of 
the Container Mix program 
with Fafard 

• Approximately $3,000 is 
generated annually from 
Container Mix sales to 
support the NHHE 

For each bag purchased. 
$1.00 goes to horticultural 
research for New Hampshire. 

The Plantsman 



Association Officers 

President 
BRETT ANDRUS 
Churchill's Garden Center 
12 Hampton Rd., Exeter, NH 03833 
603-772-2685 

Executive Director 
NANCY ADAMS 
25 Riverbend Rd., 
Newmarket, NH 03857 
603-292-5238 
email: NHPGA@comcast.net 

Directors 
GLENN CARON 
Scenic Nursery & Landscaping 
9 Dudley Rd ., Raymond, NH 03077 
603-895-0236 

ANN CARON 
Scenic Nursery & Landscaping 
9 Dudley Rd., Raymond, NH 03077 
603-895-0236 

ROBERT DEMERS 
Demers Garden Center 
656 S. Mammoth Rd., 
Manchester, NH 03109 
603-43 7-6336 

CHRIS SCHLEGAL 
D.S. Cole 
42 7 Loon Pond Rd., 
Gilmanton, NH 03237 
603-783-9561 

ARLENE LEACH 
Leach Perennial Field 
28 Bear Hill Rd., 
Chichester, NH 03258 
603-798-3365 

BRYAN WENTWORTH 
Wentworth Greenhouses 
141 Rollins Rd., 
Rollingsford, NH 03869 
603-742-1113 

MATT McELROY 
Newton Greenhouses 
32 Amesbury Rd., 
Newton, NH 03858 
603-382-5289 

Extension Liason 
CATHERINE NEAL 
UNH/Department of Plant Biology 
113 Spaulding Hall, 
38 College Rd., Durham, NH 03824 
603-862-3208 
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Credit Profile 
Only a lender with Farm Credit's up-close understanding of green industry businesses can really see you 
for who you are. And what you can become. That's the reason behind the generations-long relationships 

between our loan officers and ag families throughout the Northeast. 

Any lender can run numbers: we walk alongside you, at your location, to take a good look at every detail that 
factors into your business cycles. Because no statistics can ever really provide the complete picture. 

Call Farm Credit today to learn about credit options that are framed by your unique circumstances. 

NHPGA 
25 Riverbend Road 
Newmarket, NH 03857 

1';i~~t' 
Growers 

QUALITY GARDEN CENTERS 
&c GROWERS 

~~• Farm Credit 
~~ 

First Pioneer Far m Cr edit 

www.FirstPioneer.com 

800-825-3252 

Yankee Far m Credit 

www. Yan keeACA.com 

800-3 70-3276 
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