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TOWN
Is

REPORT

Dedicated To

The Rye Ambulance Corps

Photo Credit: Randall

B.

Tompkins

DEDICATION
Early in 1961, the Rye Selectmen authorized the formation of a
study group to investigate the formation of an ambulance service for
Rye. Afteru/hich, in December, 1961, the Rye Ambulance Corps made

up of volunteers was effectively incorporated whh Dr. Baker serving as
Commander. The first ambulance run took place the week

the Corps

of February 14, 1962.

Meanwhile, many ambulance runs later. Rye Ambulance Corps,
nineteen members of which 12 members have their EMT
certification and 7 members have their AFA certification. The officers
are Patrick Short, President; Nanci Crosbi, Vice President; John
Moynahan, Treasurer; and Steve Laing, Secretary,
the Rye Ambulance Corps as a token of the Town's appreciation and
special thanks for continuing to provide quality emergency medical
care to the townspeople of Rye.
Inc. has

At a time when the taxpayer's dollar is increasing, is comforting to
know that the Corps does not rely on the taxpayer's dollar to purchase
their equipment or compensate their volunteers. Rye Ambulance
it

dedicated to serving the community of Rye, and they
on donations and their subscription service for total
financial support. One could say, "It is the best deal in town."
Hats off to the members of the Rye Ambulance Corps past and
Corps,

Inc.

depend

present!

is

solely

TOWN OFFICIALS
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER
MODERATOR

Susan

E.

Jack

B.

John

J.

Term expires 1990

(3-year term)

Term expires 1990
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1992

Elsea

Tobey
Coffey

TOWN

CLERK

Jane

Ireland

E.

TREASURER
Barbara

J.

(3-year term)

COURT

(2

Herbert R. Drake
John J. McCarthy

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
E.

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST

LIBRARY TRUSTEES

expires 1991

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS

Christopher Christo

expires 1990

expires 1990
expires 1990

expires 1990

expires 1990
expires 1991
expires 1992

expires 1990
expires 1992

expires 1994

(3-year term)

Term expires 1990
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1992

Peter Case

Karin Lium

Term
Term
Term
Term

Term
Term
Term

Moynahan

Ireland

year term)

(6-year term)

Christi Hassel Shearer

E.

Term

Term
Term
Term

John W. Patrick
Robert S. Barber
Geraldine Rogers

Jane

expires 1992

(3-year term)

Gaskell

John Patrick
Edward J. Ireland

Susan

Term

(3-year term)

Flynn

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL
Elizabeth A. Greene
Eugene Ritzo

Gordon

1989

(2-year term)

Sharon DeVries

SELECTMEN

31,

(3-year term)

Term
Term
Term

expires 1990
expires 1991
expires 1992

BUDGET COMMITTEE
A. T.

(3-year term)

Bunce

Robert V. O'Brien
(replaces David Dawley,

who

Gary Chapman
John Moynahan
Paula Snyder
Frank Drake
(replaces Herbert Drake,

PLANNING BOARD

resigned)

who

resigned)

Priscilla Patrick

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

expires 1990

Term

expires 1990

expires 1991

expires 1992
expires 1992

(3-year term)

Donald Stevens
Emily Seaver

Josephine Catalino
David A. Rosania
David S. Wajda

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Eleanor M. Stewart
White

Ronald Fortier
Bonnie G. Goodwin
Alex Herlihy

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

(3

Term
Term
Term
Term
Term

expires 1990

Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term

expires 1990

expires 1990
expires 1991
expires 1991
expires 1992

(3-year term)

Richard E. Kutzleb
David B. Warlick

James Rand

Term
Term
Term
Term

Term expires 1990
Term expires 1990
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1992
Term expires 1992
Term expires 1992

James D. Brown
Brenda Semprini
John J. Coffey, Selectmen

Susan V. Kutzleb
Louise H. Tallman
Arthur Ditto
Sarah MacGregor
Susan E. Elsea
Laura Famolare

expires 1990

(3-year term)

Gerald R. Clinton
Marjorie Miller
David Dawley

Elizabeth O.

Term

expires 1990
expires 1990
expires 1991
expires 1991
expires 1992
expires 1992

year term)

Term expires 1990
Term expires 1990
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1992
Term expires 1992
Term expires 1991

RECREATION COMMISSION
Donna Ruddy

(3-year term)

Term expires 1990
Term expires 1990
Term expires 1990
Term expires 1991
Term expires 1992

Grant
John Sexton
Patricia

E.

Frances Kimball

Henry Valentine

Janet

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Thompson

William R. Jenness

SELECTMEN'S SECRETARY

PUBLIC

Judith Doyle

Cornelius "Bud"

TAX COLLECTOR
Arnold

Valerie

S.

TOWN

BOOKKEEPER

Cathi

Witmer

LIBRARIAN
Bette C.

Owens

FIRE CHIEF

&

FOREST FIRE WARDEN
George W. Moynahan, Jr.

HARBOR MASTER
Erik

Anderson

HEALTH OFFICER
Dr. Gail A. Snow

BUILDING INSPECTOR

WORKS DIRECTOR
Moynahan

POLICE CHIEF
Walter

E.

Dockham

MUNICIPAL COURT
Gerald F. Giles, Justice
Sharon DeVries, Special Justice
Christopher Christo, Clerk
CIVIL DEFENSE

DIRECTOR

Jon Cyr

BEACH COMMISSIONER
Ken Fox

RECREATION DIRECTOR
Tippy Duffy

SELECTMEN'S REPORT
During 1989, the Selectmen held a total of ninety-two meetings on
evenings and Thursday mornings. Rye citizens, whether year
round or summer residents, were always welcomed to be on the
agenda and take part in our meetings. We tried to answer your
questions and did our best to solve your problems. John Coffey was
welcomed back for another three year term as Selectman.
This past year Rye solved what had become an almost insurmountable problem - halting the discharge of raw wastes into the
Atlantic Ocean. After the defeat at the March 1989 Town Meeting of
the funding for the proposed Primary Treatment Plant, a volunteer
citizen's committee was appointed by the Board. The members of the
Ad Hoc Sewer Committee were charged with finding alternative
solutions that would not only solve the problem but would be
welcomed by the voters; additionally, any proposal would as well
need a two-thirds vote for passage. As a result of the efforts of the Ad
HOC Committee and the Board of Selectmen in negotiating with
officials from Hampton, North Hampton and the State of New
Hampshire, the "Hampton Connection" became a possibility. On
November 17, 1989, citizens voted 470 to 144 to fund the Hampton
Connection. Although the sewer issue appears to be resolved, we
know that there remains a great deal of hard work ahead. As always
resident input and assistance is welcomed.
Your votes at the March 1989 Town Meeting enabled the Town to
establish an Affordable Housing Committee, purchase a wood chipper
and a plastics granulator as well as a new set of tax maps. The tax
mapping effort is just about complete at this time; these updated maps
should provide excellent service for the Town in the years to come.
Congratulations to David Paine, Rye's Representative to the 53B
District on recently being elected District Chairman. We are looking
forward to making progress in solving some of the problems of solid
waste. Thanks to the 53B District, a Stump Grinding Wastewood/Wood
Demolition Disposal Service handling construction debris and large
stumps is now available for Rye residents at the Hampton Landfill. The
brush chipper in Rye is available for tree limb disposal. Rye continues
its leadership in the area of reycyling which pays dividends both
ecologically and financially to all of us.
The efforts of the Beach Committee who worked hard last winter
and spring have paid off as complaints were few and far between last
summer. Because of your concerns a new dog ordinance was adopted
and a teenage beach cleaning crew was established. Over 1,000 Beach
Stickers were sold. Rye is a beautiful Town and we can be proud of our

Monday

lovely beaches.

10

Selectmen have successfully negotiated three-year contracts with
employees of the Town and participated with other commissions and
boards including the Budget Committee, the Planning Board and the
Conservation Commission for the smooth running of Rye. We extend
our very best wishes to Susan Elsea as she leaves the Board, and we

welcome her

successor.

Respectfully submitted,

Your Board of Selectmen
Susan

E.

Elsea,

Chairman

Jack Tobey, Selectmen

John

11

J.

Coffey, Selectmen

BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT
1989was an extremely busy year for the Budget Committee. During
January and February we met twice a week to prepare the annual
Town and School Budgets; held quarterly meetings to review the
Town and School Expenditures; and held two work sessions and Public
Hearings in preparation for the Special Town Meetings.
At the April meeting, the following officers were elected: Paula
Snyder, Chairman; Thomas Bunce, Co-Chairman and John Moynahan,
Clerk. During the August and November meetings, the Budget
Committee reviewed the Capital Improvement Program. This program,
prepared by the Planning Board, is a financial planning concept

through which the town anticipates all capital needs. It is an aid to the
Selectmen and the Budget Committee in their consideration of the
annual budgets. We will continue this review and update throughout
1990.

Once again, the Budget Committee reminds you that we
recommend the Town and School budgets. You, the citizens of Rye,
implement the budgets by voting at the annual meetings.

We urge you

to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula Snyder, Chairman

12

TREASURER'S REPORT
General Fund
January

1,

1989

Cash
Checking Account
Money Market Investments
Payroll Account
Petty

\>

450.00
35,068.18
1,117,911.76
1,000.00

$1,154,429.94

Receipts

7,591,574.99

Disbursements

6,408,528.00

Balance

December

$2,337,476.93

31,

1989

Cash
Checking Account
Money Market Investments
Payroll Account

450.00

Petty

December

31,

671,101.57
1,664,925.36
1,000.00

1989 Balance

$2,337,476.93

Conservation Commission
January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

$

35,066.94

102,397.76

Disbursements

December

31,

1989 Balance

$

137,464.70

Conservation Commission Land Acquisition
January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

$

12,847.70

Disbursements

December

31, 1989

132,551.44
8,800.00

Balance

Forest

$

136,599.14

$

192.73

Fund

January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

26.11

Disbursements

December

31, 1989

Balance

$

13

218.84

Federal

Revenue Sharing
$

January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

837.66

Disbursements

December

31,

791.30
46.36

1989 Balance

%

Sewerage Fund
$

January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

35,172.22

132,770.56

Disbursements

December

31,

1989 Balance

Town

$

366,650.52

$

100,000.00

of Rye, Escrow

January 1, 1989 Balance
Receipts

3,130.92

67,300.00

Disbursements

December

464,248.86

31, 1989

$

Balance

35,830.92

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara

14

J.

Flynn

TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday and Thursday evenings 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Office Hours:

have endeavored to provide better and more
As Town Clerk
convenient service to the townspeople of Rye, while keeping costs to a
I

laws of the State of New Hampshire dictate the limits of
and within those limits, we do our best for the Town of Rye.
A couple reminders: There will be three elections in 1990 - the
town election in March; State primary in September; and the State
general election in November. Per a town meeting vote, the polls will
be open from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Anyone who needs to register to
vote may do so in the Town Clerk's office during regular business

minimum. The

this office,

hours.
All

dogs must be licensed by April 30th of each year. An up-to-date

Rabies Certificate

is required by law.
wish to thank the Town Employees, Department Heads, Selectmen, Boards and Commissions for their cooperation and help
throughout the year. I'd especially like to thank Moderator Sharon
DeVries who has helped to make the difficult task of administering
I

elections and

Town Meetings

a pleasure.

1989

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday

8 00 a.m. to

Noon

12 30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
8 00 a.m. to

Friday

Noon

-DR.

UNCOLLECTED TAXES AS OF
JANUARY 1, 1989

1989

$338,345.44

Property Taxes
Resident Taxes

TAXES

Prior

5,250.00

COMMITTED TO COLLECTOR

Property Taxes

6,077,092.24

Land Use Change Tax

3,210.00

154.65

Yield Taxes

ADDED TAXES
670.00

Resident Taxes

OVERPAYMENTS
Property Taxes

2,348.01

Resident Taxes

INTEREST COLLECTED

ON

DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Taxes

PENALTIES COLLECTED
Resident Taxes

TOTAL DEBITS

ON TAXES

POLICE CHIEF'S REPORT
The Police Department

is still

in

need of

a police facility.

It

was

lost

by one (1) vote on a two thirds bond issue at last years Town Meeting. If
it had not been on a bond issue, it would have won on the popular vote

two hundred ninety-seven (297) yes votes to one hundred and fifty
no votes, with two hundred ninety-eight votes needed for the
two thirds majority. Had we gone on the tax roll and not the bond
issue, we would be moving into the Police Station about now and it
would be paid. ask for your support for a new police facility at the
at

(150)

I

1990

Town Meeting.

The following are a few of the items handled by the Department
during 1989: 626 summonses, 69 arrests, 775 warnings, 147 accidents,
367 alarms, 546 parking tickets issued, 3,915 incidents were handled by
the Rye Police Department.
The Department also wishes to express appreciation to those who
assisted throughout 1989. We appreciate their assistance.
Respectfully submitted,

Walter E. Dockham,
Chief of Police

17

Jr.

FIRE CHIEF'S
1989 was

The number

may be

a relatively quiet

REPORT

year without any major structure

loss.

was lower than the previous year and
warning (smoke detectors) and good

of calls for the year

attributed to earlier

preventive measures by residents. Repairs to the tank truck were

accomplished which entailed replacement of rusted areas and complete repainting. Summary of calls for the year: Alarm activation - 20;

Ambulance

assist

-

Brush/grass

3;

-

Chimney

8;

-

Electrical

9;

-

4;

Hazardous
material response - 1; Investigations - 30; Lockouts - 7; Medical
assistance - 6; Mutual aid received - 1; Mutual aid given - 9; Outside
Explosive removal

fires

-

False alarm

- 1;

20; Police assist

-

-

2;

Fuel spill/leak

10; Public assist

-

14;

Search

-

12;

- 1;

Structure

-

8;

Water rescue - 1. We dispatched the Ambulance 295
times, New Castle Fire Department 21 times, issued 642 fire permits,
119 beach fire permits, 110 miscellaneous permits, conducted 247
inspections and 25 plans reviews. Hours by call firefighters, drills 254.5,
Vehicle

fire

-

5;

calls 544.5.

A word of thanks to other Town Departments and residents that
have assisted us this past year.
Respectfully submitted,

George W. Moynahan,
Fire

18

Chief

Jr.

PUBLIC

WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Town of Rye Highway Department rebuilt and repaved Elwyn
Road, two sections of Sagamore Road, and one section of Brackett
Road. Central Road was repaved from Rye Center to Locke Road.
Wallis Road extension east of the Boulevard was rebuilt and repaved.
Also several drainage projects were completed this year.
The landfill-dump transported 889 tons of trash (Merc 731 tons),
(Turnkey 158 tons) in 1989. Philbrick transported 1,365 tons for the
The Town realized $12,219
from the sale of recycleable materials. The Town of Rye Recycling
Center was chosen as the best drop off recycling center in the state at
the annual State Municipal Conference. Thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Jack
Squires, the Dump Committee, and the employees of the facility for
their efforts in making this possible.
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Police and Fire
Dispatchers and Personnel and the Town Hall Personnel for their help
this past year. A special thanks to the Highway and Dump Personnel
year, for a total of 2,254 total tons of trash.

I

for their cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,

Cornelius "Bud" Moynahan
Public Works Director
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BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT
Three hundred ninety one building permits were issued during
12% in comparison with '88. Despite
a slight decline in permits issued, enforcement problems are increasing

1989, a decrease of approximately

especially in the area of surreptitiously created illegal apartments.

The

annual Inventory of Taxable Property, which requires property
owners to describe additions or alterations to their property, was
reinstated by the Board of Selectmen in 1989.

RSA

74:7 outlines

complete and return the inventory.
occur in diverse areas, code enforcement
violations
Although code
my
first priority. Asan example,duringthe
must
be
involving lifesafety
three chimneys to be dismantled,
twenty
have
caused
past four years
construction. Prior to 1985, no
improper
due
to
in whole or in part,
enforcement
action involving masonry.
record exists of any code
Building
Inspector
encompass adminiThe responsibilities of the
the
Zoning
Ordinance
and Land
stration of the Building Code,

penalties for failure to

I

Development Regulations, preparation

of applications for submission

to the Planning Board and/or the Board of Adjustment plus enforcement of decisions made by either of these Boards. This work is

complex and time consuming.

increasingly

It

requires extensive

my part that often involves clarification of legal procedure
interpretation of Code and Ordinance in order to avoid court

research on
or

The expertise of attorney Michael Donovan, Planning Board
been invaluable.

action.

consultant, has

The $1,500 cut off as a determining factor for requirement of a
building permit has long been the subject of misunderstanding and
"creative" interpretation. Article Four, Amendment No. 8 on your
Tuesday, March 13th ballot addresses correction of this problem.
Elimination of a dollar figure will place the emphasis on accuracy and
urge your approval of this change.
legality.
do not have the time or the platform to respond to unsigned,
unresearched, often deliberately distorted and inflammatory verbiage
I

I

printed

in

the Civic League News.

I

am

appreciative that

residents have questions resulting from this source, they

call

or

when
come

in.
I

n closing,

my thanks to co-workers in the Tax Office and the Office

whose organhave devised and put in place a filing system that will
provide a case history for each piece of property in our town. Because
of her background and experience in business management and
planning, Brenda has been hired to fill a part time position shared by
my office and the Planning Board for tasks that are of mutual concern.

of the

Town

Clerk. Special thanks to Brenda Semprini

izational skills

Respectfully submitted,

P^

William R. jenness
Building Inspector

MOSQUITO CONTROL COMMISSION REPORT
Few people would disagree that 1989 was the worst year for
mosquitoes in at least 30 years. Perhaps, it is more accurate to state that
it was a good year for mosquitoes and a bad year for mammals.
The 1989 season began in April in the usual fashion with no
expectations for a "heavy" year. There was one exception. The salt
marsh larval surveys revealed unusually high dip counts. Up to 200
larvae per dip were found in several locations. Normally in April, 10
larvae per dip are found. By late May, the effects of the mild winter and
timely spring rains on the mosquito population became apparent.
Tremendous numbers of adult mosquitoes hatched in the salt marshes
and swamps everywhere. Second to the intensity of the seasonal
assault was the public response to this onslaught. Mosquito control
agencies across the country received prime time TV coverage. It was
comforting to realize that we weren't alone. Resident complaints
increased more than 10-fold from previous years. Requests for
additional spraying flooded our office. By June 1st, we all knew it was
going to be a long season.
Periodic rainfall caused sporadic hatching in areas requiring
additional larviciding. Therefore, weekly larval surveys were conducted to stay on top of breeding activity.
This past season. Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis of Bti, was used
on all salt marshes and in many freshwater swamps. This product, a
naturally occurring bacteria
larvicide for

enzymes

mosquito

embedded on corn,
Upon ingestion, Bti

larvae.

of the mosquito.

Midgut

is

a highly selective

disrupts the

pH and

paralysis results, causing feeding to

Death occurs within 24 hours. Bti does not affect mammals,
including humans, beneficial insects, fish birds, amphibians, crus-

stop.

taceans, mollusks, earthworms or flatworms. Increased use of Bti will
replace any dependency upon conventional insecticides such as

ABATE.

Once mosquitoes have emerged as flying adults, the truck mounted
employed. Routes are sprayed in the evening, beginning as
pm. Resmethrin insecticide was used this past season. This
product is the safest adulticide available for mosquito control and
does not have the accompanying odor characteristic of most

sprayer

is

early as 7:00

insecticides.

Adulticiding begins each
adult mosquitoes are caught

summer when

sufficient

numbers

of

the weekly traps. The N.H. State
Pesticide Control Division wants proof that the need for adulticiding is
based upon this data, not merely a political decision. Lack of
in

mosquitoes is rarely a problem. Usually, the weather is the limiting
Cool temperatures, wind and rain are major influences, in
addition to driver or vehicle availability. During1989, adulticiding was

factor.

21

25 times as opposed to 22 times in 1988. Parsons Field and the
Recreation Area were also sprayed every week. Residents who do not
want their property sprayed must notify our office in writing every
year. Please send your correspondence to the Mosquito Control

done

Department, 10 Central Road, Rye, N.H. 03870.
Chemical, equipment and vehicle storage have been a problem for
this Department for many years. Every spring and fall, our supplies are
shifted between various buildings, often moved to someone's barn in
town. This bi-annual event frequently results in damaged equipment
or supplies, as well as a nonproductive use of time.
Fortunately, these seasonal moves will not be a regular occurrence
for our chemicals, backpack sprayers and assorted supplies. John
Williamson donated a building to the Town for our use. The shed was
relocated to the Highway Department, near the sand and salt sheds.
While this building does notsolvethevehicle,ATV and trailer storage
problem, it does offer a more secure situation for the insecticides,
eases the space dilemma and saves the Town money. As March arrives,
we will dust the truck and ATV off, move them into the main Highway
Department buildingand complete with thechipper and dump trucks
for valuable space.

March also signals the beginning of
The crew initiates their search in

control.

a

new season

salt

for mosquito
marshes and swamps for

breeding areas in need of treatment.
Currently, Rye relies upon chemical control of mosquitoes. Insecticide use, whether it be chemical, bacterial or hormonal is labor
intensive, costly and only a temporary solution. OPEN MARSH WATER

MANAGEMENT, OMWM,

is

natural approach to controlling

a

being used successfully up and the east coast. For
please refer to the Report on Salt
detailed information on

mosquitoes which

is

OMWM,

Marsh Management and Restoration following

this report.

During the summer of 1989, as in 1988, six salt marsh sites were
inventoried. Data was collected regarding mosquito dip counts, bite
counts, fish and bird counts, salinity, dissolved oxygen, water
temperature, spring tide levels, rainfall, and vegetation distribution.
This data, once evaluated, tells us which sites are ideal for OMWN, as
well as which sites have impaired tidal circulation. Management plans
are then designed with these findings in mind. Copies of this report
are available for review at the Rye Town Hall.
We hope to progress with this work until the town no longer

depends upon

insecticides as the primary

method

of controlling

mosquitoes. OMWM, a form of permanent mosquito control, also
offers many rewards for the environment.
In Essex County, Massachusetts, where the program has already
begun, the Massachusetts Audubon Society is a major supporter of the
work because of its beneficial effect on bird habitats and populations.

22

Returning Rye's

salt

more

nnarshes to a

species of plants, shellfish, insects,

fish

natural state will give

all

and birds an equal opportunity

for survival by not allowing one species an unnatural advantage. It is
the ocean and the salt marshes which make our coastal town unique,
we hope Rye will continue to support our efforts to protect and
restore them. Questions, concerns and support (in all forms) are
welcome. Please contact Sarah T. MacGregor at 964-9264.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah

T.

MacGregor

Director

Mosquito Control Commission

23

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SALT MARSH
MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION REPORT
the past, there was little regard for the ecological impact of grid
ditching, mosquito control or development practices in and around
the marshes. As a result, many marshes have lost the characterisics
which make them a unique and important part of the environment.
In

Marsh restoration, where appropriate, and Open Marsh Water
Management, OMVVM, are environmentally acceptable methods for
the restoration of severely altered habitats and permanently
controlling mosquitoes.
Many marshes were ditched in the past, radically changing this
habitat by artificially draining the entire marsh, creating the appear-

aiding

in

ance of a lush green landscape. This seemingly rich environment is
deceptive in that it is not necessarily an indication of a healthy salt
marsh. Pools and pannes have been eliminated, removing essential
spawning, feeding, wintering and nursery habitats from the ecosystem.
restores this important diversity, re-attracting a variety of

OMWM

wildlife including the increasingly scarce black duck.

OMWM

uses natural fish predators to reduce the mosquito
population by providing access for these fish to areas on the marsh
where mosquitos are breeding. These fish, mummichogs, occur
naturally on the marsh and each fish can consume 300-500 mosquito
larvae per day, reducing the mosquito population by 97% or more. The
is dependent upon the ability of the mummichogs

success of

OMWM

reach mosquito breeding sites and the survival of adequate
numbers of fish during dry periods.
Reservoirs created must be deep enough to always contain water
during dry periods to ensure fish survival and for protection from

to

birds that prey on these fish. Shallow access ditches, known as
connectors, are provided from the reservoirs to the outer boundaries
of the mosquito habitat so that when the marsh floods each month,
fish are able to reach newly hatched mosquitoes.
Since alterations must be designed according to specific charac-

wading

found on each salt marsh, monitoring various physical,
chemical and biological conditions for one season is necessary to
determine the needs of a particular marsh.
During 1989, 6 sites (chosen because of their mosquito breeding
designs. Site
potential) were inventoried and evaluated for
evaluation determines which marshes are suitable for management

teristics

OMWM

practices without additional tidal circulation enhancement. The 1989
data indicates that 3 of the 6 sites fit the criteria necessary for standard
practices while the other 3 sites require modified plans.
Examples of modifications include reduced spacing between connector ditches, dredging of channels and changes in culvert size or

OMWM

24

order to restore proper tidal flushing. Specific recomsites can be found in the 1989 final report for
as well as the Normandeau Associates, Inc., NAI, report on
culverts and ditch maintenance located at the Town Hall.
Considering the volume of work facing the Mosquito Control
Department, it was decided that help was needed. Due to the joint
involvement and interest in the salt marshes by the Mosquito Control
Commission and the Conservation Commission, and since salt marsh
elevation

in

mendations for individual

OMWM

restoration and marsh management complement each other, a
subcommittee was formed to oversee the large volume of work
surrounding the project. This group has identified and prioritized the
short and long term goals of the project.

SHORT TERM GOALS
FOR 1990 INCLUDE:
Subcommittee expansion
The current Subcommittee would like involvement from various
sectors of the Rye community such as a resident, a fisherman, a
Planning Board member. A wetland specialist will be working with the
Subcommittee to help fine-tune the alterations.
Obtaining needed permits
Since the permitting process could take up to a year, the sub-

committee

that this step should

be

immediately to avoid
will be submitted to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and N.H. State Wetlands Board, as
felt

needless delays

in

initiated

the project. Permit applications

well as a letter of consistency to the Coastal

Zone Management

Program. Federal and state agencies are given the opportunity to
address their concerns, review individual sites, and list special
conditions of the permits. Mandatory public hearings will be held to
give citizens the opportunity to express their concerns and support.
Pursuing financial assistance
Investigation into financial assistance through federal, state, local
and private agencies is being done to help alleviate the financial
burden to the Town when implementing this program.

Capital reserves
It

has been

recommended that a capital

for the acquisition of

equipment needed

reserve fund be established
for the

implementation of

OMWM.
Equipment
Continued research

into different types of excavators

eration of different options, such as purchasing

new

and considversus used

equipment, lease/purchase options and contracting services are
needed. Also under investigation are other equipment sources,
including government surplus and donations.
25

Education
Increased public knowledge is vital for the success of this project.
We will continue detailing our plans and updating our progress, as
well as providing educational information on salt marsh restoration

and management. Subcommittee members are available to interested
community groups for lectures.

New

sites

During 1990, 6 additional sites are recommended for site inventory,
data evaluation and management plan development. This continual
process will be important in order to have sufficient salt marsh acreage
implementation.
ready for

OMWM

LONG TERM GOALS INCLUDE:
Salt

marsh restoration and management

Correct culvert and channel inadequacies, and remove all or part
of the Old Wallis Road that forms a dike through the tidal creek and
across the Wallis Sands Marsh. These specific engineering and
drainage improvements recommended by NAI will achieve optimal

and flood protection.
Implement and complete Open Marsh Water Management which
will reduce mosquito breeding, as well as re-establish an important

tidal flushing

habitat in the marsh ecosystem.

Rye residents used foresight when recognizing the need for
management of the remaining 750 acres of salt marsh
in the Town. This progressive thinking began in 1979 with a pilot study
for mosquito prevention and marsh rejuvenation and in 1980 with the
follow-up report. Continued interest in 1986 prompted a report to the
Town of Rye and the N.H. Office of State Planning Coastal Program
investigating local coastal wetlands and associated road crossings. In
this report, as well as their 1988 report, NAI made recommendations
for improved tidal exchange for salt marsh restoration. The Town
voted to begin site inventories, data evaluation and management
plans which are necessary components in the marsh rejuvenation
restoration and

process. This brings us

one

step closer to the ultimate goal of saving

this significant natural resource.

be pioneering marsh restoration and natural mosquito
If these goals are to be achieved,
continued public support and awareness is needed. Any resident who

Rye

will

control through marsh management.

would like to become involved or has questions, please contact Sarah
T. MacGregor at the Rye Town Hall, 964-9264 or call 964-5523 and leave
a

message.
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Respectfully submitted,

Betsey

Bob

J.

Sarah

Greene
Reardon
L.

T.

MacGregor

Laura E.A. Famolare

Mary Ann Kahl
THE SUBCOMMITTEE
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TOWN
AND

FOREST FIRE WARDEN
STATE FOREST RANGER REPORT

During calendar year 1989, the State of New Hampshire experienced
an average number of wildfires. The three leading causes of these
wildfires were fires kindled without written permission of a Forest Fire
Warden, children and debris burning fires that escaped control. All of
these causes are preventable, but only with your help.
Please help our town and state forest fire officials with forest fire
prevention. By New Hampshire State Law (RSA 224:27), no person,
firm or corporation shall kindle or cause to be kindled any fire, except
when the ground is covered with snow, without first obtaining a
written permit from the Forest Fire Warden of the town where the
burning is to be done.
In order to eliminate false alarms, it isadvisableto notify your local
fire department whenever you intend to do any outdoor burning.
Violations of RSA224:27area misdemeanor and you are also liable
for paying all fire suppression costs (RSA 224:28 and RSA 224:36).
The State of New Hampshire, Division of Forests and Lands assisted
many towns in wildland fire suppression during 1989 including several
large fires in the Concord and Chesterfield areas, as well as the lOOacre
fire on Mt. Belknap in Gilford, New Hampshire.
If you have any questions regarding New Hampshire forest fire
laws, please contact your local Forest Fire Warden or the Division of
Forests and Lands at 271-2217.

FOREST

FIRE STATISTICS

# of Fires Statewide

550
Acres Burned Statewide 553.75
Cost of Suppression $93,957.00

-

1989

# of Fires in District

Acres Burned
Cost of Suppression

66
23
$11,329.00

Respectfully submitted,

Lee Gardner
Forest Ranger

George W. Moynahan,

Warden

28

Jr.

RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT
1989 was another great year for Rye's Recreation Department.
Fitness classes

and

programs. Generally
fitness classes

attendance

craft classes

Fit,

Co-ed

Many

a

big part of this year's

and Parent-Tot

year with a record number of
thanks to the Rye Bethany Church and

were very successful

in all classes.

were

Volleyball, Jazzercise
this

Ambulance Corps for use of their facilities for these classes.
Several craft classes were offered this year. Brenda Pillsbury from
the "Creative Cricket" shared several of her talents to a room of
the Rye

enthusiastic people each time. These classes included Painted Sweatshirts,

All of

Eucalyptus Swags, Folk Art and Christmas Slates, and Bowmaking.
these classes were well attended and we look forward to more

classes in 1990.
It

was another great summer for those who attended Rye
Summer Playground. This year we worked with approxi-

Recreation's

- 10. Many fine activities occupied these
Monday thru Friday for 8 weeks. The two 4-week

mately 200 children ages 3
children from 9-12,
sessions

were well supervised by

the children

cream

in

a great staff of local teens. They led
various activities such as sports, arts and crafts, "ice

social", field trips, roller skating,

We

hunts - trash pickup"!
back next summer.

and our famous "treasure
many of our staff coming

look forward to

Rye's 4th of July Celebration was held in the evening this year
which made for a nice change. People packed picnic dinners or
bought food supplied by the Fire Department and their wives. There
were games and rides and music was provided by Rye's own Boss Co.
Band which encouraged lots of singing and dancing. Everyone had a
great time. The highlight of the evening was the beautiful fireworks
display put on by Jack Tobey which ended the evening's events with a
big bang! FHundreds of people turned out for this spectacular event.
Many thanks to the Fire Department, Rye Library Building Fund
Committee, Rye Women's Club, and everyone elso who helped make
this

event

Once

a success.

We

again activity

look forward to next year's celebration.
the Recreation Area was booming. Many

at

great sports programs took place.

Hundreds

of kids and adults took
Farm League programs.
This year the Recreation Department sponsored a soccer clinic run by
"5 Star Soccer". Two soccer coaches, one from South Africa and one
from England, shared their talents and skills with our children. We
look forward to their return the last week of July, 1990. For more
part in our soccer, Little League, softball, and

information, give us a

call.

Many people enjoyed

the Town Forest by cross country skiing,
nature walks, horse back riding and Boy Scout events.
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Just a reminder: field use by permit only. Permits are available
through the Recreation Department. Alcoholic beverages are not
allowed at the Recreation Area and please remember to drive slowly!
The Recreation Area closes at dusk.
This year's Christmas Parade was held on December 3rd and was
followed by the Rye Recreation's 4th annual Tree Lighting ceremony.
Cookies and hot chocolate were served by the Rye Women's Club and
Christmas carols were sung by the "Harborside Harmony", an all
female barbershop quartet. Unfortunately, due to the freezing cold
temperatures and strong winds, the crowd size was smaller than we
had anticipated - but we had a great time anyway.
This year our first year offering "Rye Recreation's Playgroup". This
new program is held at the Rye Ambulance Corps Building - Monday,

Wednesday, and Friday mornings. Liz Barrett, a certified pre-school
teacher, and Wendy McKay lead the children ages 3-5 years, through
kinds of developmental and fun activities. Children learn colors,
shapes and numbers as well as socialization, play and imagination
games. Liz and Wendy do a super job and their students make sure we
know it. This program is presently full but if you are interested in
enrolling for September, 1990, please call the Recreation Department.
We are looking forward to 1990 with great enthusiasm and many
all

new programs.

1990

will

which promises to be
the Town News.

be the

first

a success.

year of Rye Recreation's Ski Club

Watch

for

our schedule of events

in

Many thanks to all who volunteered their time and energy. We
look forward to your suggestions and ideas, but especially to working
with you in the future.
Respectfully submitted,

Tippy Duffy
Recreation Director
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BEACH REPORT
We are pleased to begin this report by repeating as we have for the
have been associated with this department, "we had
no drownings or serious injuries".
We must also repeat that our most serious safety hazard continues
to be the use of inflatables. While we have not been successful in
legally banning their use, we have through our diligent lifeguards
been able to restrain them during particularly hazardous surf and wind
conditions. Thank you for your cooperation when this has been
past nine years

I

necessary.

The additional resident parking both behind the Red Roof Market
and along Wallis Road extension (Pirate's Cove) was so successful that
no resident was ever unable to find a space even on the most crowded
days.

Our

resident Beach Sticker program continues to improve and this

we recorded no violations of their use.
The trial useof free toilet facilities at Wallis Road extension was met
with such enthusiasticsupportthatthis will now become a permanent
fixture at this beach every summer.
The only disappointment in 1989 was our inability to obtain the
funding needed to open and staff our beaches with Memorial Day
weekend, (3 weeks earlier than in the past). We have not given up on
this idea and will continue to pursue this for the future.
past year

Our planned improvements

for 1990 include:

Road extension by resurand lining the spaces.
facilities at Cable Road Beach.

A. Additional resident parking at Cable

facing the parking
B.

A

Provide toilet

lot

you to Bud Moynahan, Bob Leary, and all the
Highway Department for their continuing support and

special thank

fellows at the
help.

Should you have any suggestions you
write to

me C/O

the

Town

Hall or call

feel

me

at

would be

helpful please

436-4484.

Respectfully submitted.

Ken Fox
Beach Commissioner
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR'S REPORT
has been an exciting, busy year

at the Rye Library. The staff
Kathleen Rudden, Assistant Director; Susan Bucklin,
Children's Librarian; Library Assistants Teddy Wyatt, Marjorie Little,
Tricia Quinn, and Deanie Brownell; and Kirby Link, Custodian (who
replaced Charles Lockhart in June.) Irene Maskwa serves as a volunteer.
Circulation of nnaterials has increased during 1989. In addition to
books, paperbacks, and periodicals, the library has asizeable audience
for audio and video tapes. The video collection has been expanded to
include classic films, and the large print section continues to grow.
These are all important parts of the total library program.
The Children's Librarian has provided afull range of programs and
activities for the children of Rye. Many children have participated in
these, which include craft workshops, pre-school story hours, summer
reading program, puppet shows, musical programs, holiday activities,
and book talks. More than 1,500 children used the Children's Room
and its programs during the year. The circulation of children's
materials increased dramatically.
During 1989 staff members attended various professional classes,
workshops, and meetings. The Director, Assistant Director, and
Children's Librarian all attended the New Hampshire Library Convention, and the Director attended the National American Library
Association Convention as well.Thestaff has worked with the Building
Study Committee in its attempts to provide a workable solution to the
space and accessibility problem in the library.
The Library is a member of the Seacoast Library Cooperative and
the Seacoast Film Cooperative. We are also affiliated with the Seacoast
Area Integrated Library System (SAILS) and the New Hampshire
Automated Information System (NHAIS), which means that we are
on-line to the State Library and can search their records for books
requested by patrons. Through the SAILS project, we can search the
It

consists of:

UNH, Portsmouth, Hampton, Exeter, and Dover as well. In
NHAIS provides a status-of-bills database and a newspaper

holdings of
addition,

index database.
A series of read-discussion programs was held in the spring. The
theme was "The Story of My Life - the Autobiographical Narrative."

proved to be a very popular series and was well-attended. It was
funded in part by the New Hampshire Humanities Council.
The Friends of the Library have continued to provide invaluable
assistance. They perform various tasks at their monthly meetings. At
Christmas they decorate the library, and during the year they provide
goodies for special story hours. Their annual book-and-bake sale is
their major fund-raiser, and this year profits were donated to the
This

library for the

purchase of

AV

materials.
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Many individuals and organizations made generous donations to
the library during the year, and the Building Fund has received sonne
generous

Thanks to

gifts as well.

all

of

you

for

your interest and

support.
Vk/ould like to thank the trustees, staff. Friends of the Library, and
volunteers past and present for their efforts and support during nny
I

twelve years as Library Director. It has been an exciting and rewarding
experience for me, and leave with mixed emotions. hope that 1990
will be a special year for the library and the citizens of Rye. You have a
wonderful resource and hope that more and more members of the
community utilize it. very much appreciate the interest and support
which have experienced from all parts of the community. Thank you
all, and best of luck in the years ahead!
I

I

I

I

I

Respectfully submitted,
Bette C.

Owens

Library Director
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RYE PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES' REPORT
1989, has brought

The year,

some changes and

the Library Trustees.
Looking back over this past year has enabled

increasing respons-

ibilities for

me to recapture some

happened

at our library: Book
Mime, Mad Hatters Tea Party, summer reading
programs, Teddy Bears Picnic, Shaw Brothers Concert, Teacher/Library
Luncheon, the Town Christmas Parade, and then the December
Holiday Tea. have left out many enriching events, only highlighting

of those wonderful events that have
Talks, Kitchen Sink

I

the ones that immediately

come

to mind.

These programs plus our

overall services offered, have again, brought about an increase in our

We had
books checked out.

circulation.

a

record day, the 10th of

July,

with a total of 454

been in need of repairs and these have been
our budget would allow. These repairs have made
us more aware of the age of the building we occupy and the cost to
continue without major renovations. This cost has brought about the
awareness that our daily working budget does not take into consideration any emergency situation that might occur. This past
November the ceiling in our furnace room started to collapse. This
event could have been quite costly but a large donation was made by
JCS Construction Company, which helped to ease the total cost of the
project. Thank you to jCS for their much needed donation. In our
budget for this coming year, we have included the cost of new lights,
testing on the 22 year old inground oil tank and replacement of an
exterior door to our conference room. These repairs will just keep us

Our physical

attended to

plant has

as best

even with our

situation.

have been actively attending to another major
and the evergrowing needs of the
library in our town. This job is actively shared by a group of
townspeople and called the Study/Building Committee. They have
given tirelessly of themselves this past year and many heartfelt thank
you's and gratitude go out to them. We have been trying to come up
with the most reasonable solution to the space crunch, services
needed, an upgraded physical plant and budget constraints that face
us today and into the near future. With the townspeople's continuing
efforts and support, we will be able to realize some of these solutions.
feel that the Library Staff should be mentioned in this report as it is
with their presence the programs and services, to the Town, can be
carried out so well.
Bette Owens has kept our Library running smoothly and efficiently
throughout her many years as the Director. We wish her well and will
miss her as she moves to the south.

The

trustees

responsibility, that being the future

I
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the interim, Kathleen Rudden, Assistant Director,

will be in
charge of the Library operation until the current situation is resolved.
Our Children's Librarian, Susan Bucklin, will continue with her busy
schedule and programs that she does so successfully.
Our staff continues to stay abreast of the Library's role in our town
through professional courses and seminars that are offered.
The Trustees also attend professional seminars and workshops that
are sponsored by the State and the Trustee Organization. New
Hampshire was the first state to require Library Trustees and have

In

recently celebrated their 100th year.

The Friends of the Library continue to have their successful book
With their generosity, we have expanded our collection of
audio/visual material. They continue to lend a hand when needed
with book repairs and support the Library throughout the year.
We appreciate the generous support from our townspeople
through their donations of time, money and materials. These add the
sale in July.

extras that are

much

appreciated by

all.

The year 1989 was good to us and we look forward to 1990 and the
tremendous challenges and changes it will bring. My final gratitude to
the other Trustees, Sue Moynahan, 1990 Chairman and Peter Case.
They have given many hours to the Library for the Town of Rye.
Respectfully submitted,
Christi Hassel Shearer
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT
March voting, five of the eight recommended Zoning
Amendments were approved. One of these was the new Conservation
In

the

suggested by Planning Board member Mr. David Dawley and
strongly endorsed by the Rye Conservation Commission. Passage of
this important District is contributing to permanently preserving
unique natural resources such as the town forest, saltwater marshes
and public lands. Both Boards are grateful for voter support of this
District. This year the Planning Board has endorsed a Conservation
Commission recommendation for a zoning amendment adding marsh
land in the Farragut, Awcomin and Wallis Sands marsh areas to this
District. We hope you will agree with our Board as to the wisdom of
District

this action.

Another action recommended by the Conservation Commission
and endorsed by the Planning Board for voting in March isthechange
of the wetlands buffer from 50 to 100 feet.
One amendment which failed to muster your vote in 1989 was the
prohibition of new residences in commercially zoned districts (existing
residences would be grandfathered). Most of the Town's commercially
zoned land is in the Route 1 corridor and it was the aim of this
amendment to preserve this land for the highest and best use commercial. The Board believes that this is one action that will help
reduce tax growth in the future. This action, to be voted again in

March 1990, will not cause a relocation of the mobile home park or of
other residential buildings despite information to the contrary. Surely,
the tax savings potential of this change deserves your thoughtful
consideration.

Board concern about development in Portsmouth, along Route 1
having an adverse impact on the Berry Brook watershed has resulted in
the start of a dialogue with the Portsmouth Planning Board. We are
seeking a grant to study the impact of present and future development
on this six square mile watershed. Rye's largest.
The Board and individual Board members have spent time with the
Ad Hoc Sewer Committee and looking into the Pease redevelopment
issues. Rye citizens believing that a major wildlife preserve should
emerge from redevelopment may wish to write the Commission and
their representatives in both State and Federal legislature concerning
their view.

The Board hopes

to find the time

and manpower to focus on

specialized areas such as long range planning. True, our Master Plan

forward thought, but it is time to examine new thoughts and
The Board has authorized the formation of three committees:
Long Range Planning, Planning Procedures, and Technical. These will

reflects

views.

be activated

as

soon

as

volunteers can be found.
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The support

for

town sewers

in

Rye Beach and Jenness Beach has

management study for
the Jenness Beach District. Results will be the basis for possible future
zoning or land development regulation changes as necessary.
resulted in the start of an impact and growth

Planning Board Action

Summary

Total Meetings

24

Conceptual Consultations

12

Subdivisions

New

Approved

2

Lots Created

Lot Line Adjustments

4

Approved

2

Reviews Approved
Joint Meetings with Board of Adjustment
Site

1
1

Respectfully submitted.

Rye Planning Board
By James Brown, Chairman
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT REPORT
The Rye Zoning Board of Adjustment had another very busy year.
Most of the applications dealt with minor adjustments of the
ordinances.

A few

of the applications dealt with very complicated

zoning and land use regulations that were outside the
jurisdiction of the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Thus we ended up
with a number of lawsuits brought against the Town again this year.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment in conjunction with the Building
Inspector's office and Planning Board are updating all files with every
property in the Town of Rye having its own file folder - so any Board
(i.e.. Planning Board or Zoning Board of Adjustment) action (from
1954) will be in that folder for immediate reference by the property
owner or Board members. This action alone will save countless hours
and dollars spent by the Town of Rye and should relieve both the
Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment agendas in the
issues of

future.
I

would

like to

take this opportunity to publicly thank Karen Alper

her help as secretary for the past two and one half years. Her
attention to detail and accurate recording of the minutes have saved
the Town hundreds of dollars in lawyers fees in not having to search
for

all

the record for information.

Once again want to assure the townspeople that the Zoning Board
Adjustment constantly strives to reach fair and equitable decisions
that are always in the best interest of the Town.
I

of

Respectfully submitted,

Donald
Clerk
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L.

Stevens

SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

During the past year, your Solid Waste Management Committee
has been actively pursuing programs to improve the recycling at the
Town Recycling Center. As a result of the last town meeting, a new
plastic granulator was purchased. It has proven to be one of the best
expenditures by the Town.
During 1989, the Town Recycling Center handled a total of
approximately 1,000 tons of trash. Again, we recycled a good portion
of this trash. The following is a summary of recycling since 1987:

ITEM
1987:

1988:

1989:

As you can see, recycling in the Town of Rye works. The above
is put back in the General Fund to offset taxes. By recycling you

money

money. Thank you citizens of Rye!
Rye was honored this past year by the State in
awarding your recycling Center a plaque as the best dropoff recycling
center in the state. Nice going again! Let's keep it up.

are saving yourself

The Town

of

Respectfully submitted.
Jack Squires
Solid
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Waste Committee

RYE

AMBULANCE CORPS,

The Rye Ambulance Corps has had
calls in 1989.

We transported

REPORT

busy year, responding to 291

285 patients, attended 24 motor vehicle

accidents, and assisted in 4 mutual aid

We would, once again,

a

INC.

calls.

express our thanks and gratitude to
the Rye Fire and Police Departments, who dispatch the ambulance
like to

and assist us on various calls as needed.
The Corps continues to provide invaluable in-house and seminar
training, enabling members to practice their skills and to keep
apprised on new techniques. This training is made possible through
the efforts of many dedicated Corps members and lecturers from local
area hospitals who volunteer their time and service.
The new ambulance, which was purchased in December of 1988,
continues to perform well in all aspects. Thisyear we will evaluate new
equipment which would enable us to further assist the emergency
room staffs, providing them with vital information which will assist

them

in their

patient assessments.

would appeal to the townspeople; should you need
ambulance service, it is most helpful to display your identifying house
numbers clearly and visibly or, if possible, have someone waiting
outside to meet the ambulance, particularly at night. This will greatly
Importantly,

minimize the

I

loss of

valuable time

when responding

to a specified

location.

Additionally,

I

would

like to take this

everyone that the Rye Ambulance Corps,

opportunity to remind

Inc.

is

a nonprofit, private

emergency needs of
the Rye Community. As the service of each Corps member is on a
volunteer basis, we rely solely on the donations and annual subscriporganization, dedicated to serving the medical

On behalf of the Corps,
thank you for your continued generosity and support.
We are always seeking additional members who are committed to
the on-going efforts of the Corps. Through the dedication and
commitment of our volunteers and governing Board of Directors, we
will continuetoensurequality emergency medical care to the Town of
tions of our residents for financial support.

Rye.
Respectfully submitted,
Patrick Short

President
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT
The Rye Conservation Commission had

many accomplishments as well

as

a

very interesting year with

disappointments.

Our work encom-

passed a wide range of environmental issues and concerns which
affected the quality of

life

and

rural charater in Rye.

This year, approximately 18 wetland applications

the Commission,

sites

were inspected and

letters

were reviewed by

were sent out

to the

N.H. State Wetlands Board detailing our recommendations with
regards to each project. The cooperation of our local

boards,

commissions and departments was greatly appreciated and aided
the efficiency of

A

this process.

great deal of time was devoted to the investigation

verification of alleged

proper State and

in

and

wetland violations. Correspondence with the

local authoritites has

become

a standard

procedure.

Unfortunately, this year our efforts to acquire approximately 32

on Pioneer Road were not successful. This parcel has high
environmental value, containing frontage on Berry's Brook, salt
acres of land

marsh, buildable upland and a

number of threatened and endangered
Rye

species. This beautiful tract of land offers

passive recreation

in

a great potential for

an unusual pristine setting.

Two grants were awarded to the Town of Rye from the N.H. Coastal
State Planning. Our first

Program administered through the Office of

grant of $2,290.93 was awarded for the appraisal of this property. The

second grant of $50,000 was awarded

for the acquisition of the 32+ acre

piece of land. Grants are awarded on

a

point system. Recognizing the

value of saving our ever dwindling natural coastal resources, the

Zone Management

Coastal

staff

assigned

more

points to our appli-

cation than any other received from the 17 towns within the coastal

zone. Papers were to be passed on August 17, 1989. Unfortunately, the

landowner was unable

to

consumate the purchase,

as a result,

the

$50,000 grant was forfeited.

The Conservation Commission spent many hours working with the
Planning Board on conservation ballot items for the 1990

Warrant. This year
District,

item

is

a

we

are adding

salt

which was created by the 1989 Town Warrant. The other
100 foot buffer zone for both

tidal

i.e.,

septic systems.
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ballot

and freshwater wetlands.

Buffers act as safeguards against land use activities that

point source pollution,

Town

marshes to the Conservation

Many

produce non-

hours were spent

researching scientific data from various sources. After careful thought,

we

drafted an ordinance that,

we

believe, will preserve Rye's

unique

wetlands.

-

The Conservation Commission is excited about our special project
Salt Marsh Restoration. The subtle destruction and death of the

marshes

tragic. Every year

is

we

are losing

freshwater plants such as

rate. Invasive

spreading rapidly on our marshes.

eye to the

salt

marshes

will

A

water

is

at a

frightening

and phragmites are

drive around

support

town with

a careful

The presence of these

this fact.

plants indicate a source of freshwater
this

marsh

salt

cattails

poolingon the marsh surface.

allowed to remain, the marsh ecology

causing degradation and mosquito breeding

in

will

If

be altered,

these areas. Tidal flow

problems occur when the ditches and creeks slump

in,

not allowing

water on and freshwater off the marsh. Ebb and flow must be

salt

restored

in

order to save our marshes,

drainage of flood waters.

as well as to facilitate

changing culverts under roads;

(1)

opening up the main channels and creeks; and

Management (OMWM).
two or

all

to

control

In 1988,

need

salt

(3)
its

(2)

Open Marsh Water

own

plan using one,

OMWM has many advantages, including a

marshes!

OMWM

is

It is

time to stop spraying

a natural

and permanent

mosquitos while helping to restore the marsh.

Shorebirds and wading birds
their feeding

will

the mosquito population.

in

chemicals on our

way

Each marsh

of the methods.

97% reduction

the rapid

will

return to these marshes because

and resting habitats have been re-established.

we proceeded toward our

goal of

salt

marsh restoration.

We were awarded a $26,400 grant from the N.H. Coastal Program for a
"Topographical Survey and Hydrological Analysis of the Wallis Sands

and Philbrick Brook Marshes". Normandeau Associates,

from Bedford, N.H., was awarded

this

proposals from seven firms. NAI completed

Inc. (NAI),

contract after reviewing
this

study

in

August, 1988.

Drainage improvements were recommended to restore favorable
conditions for the recovery and maintenance of the
as

salt

marsh, as well

improving stormwater runoff through the marshes.
In 1989,

the Conservation Commission and the Mosquito Control

Commission formed

a

subcommittee under RSA 36-A:2 to work

together towards the goal of restoring the marshes. There

to an educational

pleased

if

workshop on

salt

the citizens of Rye would
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marsh

will

be

We are looking forward
restoration. We would be

several public hearings regarding this project.

become

involved.

The ever increasing phragmites and cattails are monuments to our
salt marshes. The pressures of development have changed Rye.

dying

Can we stand by now and watch one

of our greatest

unique natural

resources die?
Respectfully submitted,

Laura

E.

A. Famolare

Chairperson
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION REPORT
The Rye Historic District includes four areas in the Town of Rye. It is
defined as that area from the west end of Grange Park to the
intersection of Central and Washington Roads within 500 feet either
sideof the centerline of Washington Road. It also includes the State of
New Hampshire Isles of Shoals islands, the Brackett Road Massacre
Site, and the Cable House located at 20 Old Beach Road.
The Commission is responsible for preserving the buildings within
the District, encouraging their maintenance, insuring that new structures and alterations to existing structures are in visual harmony with
their neighbors, and reviewing new uses of land or buildings within
the District. The purpose is to preserve the history of the Town of Rye,
maintain property values, foster civic beauty, strengthen the local
economy, and provide an opportunity to benefit the education,
pleasure, and welfare of all Rye citizens.
The Commission meets as needed to fulfill its mission. It held a
Public Meeting on the location of a storage building at the Rye Fire
Station, which resulted in changes to the structure as well as to the
location on the lot. It provided comment to the Rye Selectmen in the
use of Parsons Field and the utilization of flag poles within the District.
The Commission worked with the Rye Fire Department, the Rye Police
Department, and the Rye Junior High School administration during
the design phase of various projects within the District. It is a member
of the New Hampshire Association of Historic District Commissions.
The Rye Historic District Commission serves not only as a review
board but also as a forum for public comment on each project. The
public is welcome to attend any Commission meeting. All property
owners and Rye Town officials are encouraged to review projects with
the Commission early in the design stage, when changes can be made
more easily to accommodate the needs and desires of the residents of
Rye and the Town as a whole.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard

E.

Chairman
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Kutzleb

HEALTH OFFICER'S REPORT
as in previous years, a very busy and productive
Health Officer. The inspection of schools, daycare
centers, restaurants and catering services has continued to be an
ongoing process. This year, there v^as an increase in the number of
sewer-related complaints, several of which resulted in the issuing of

The year 1989 was,

time for

me

as

cease-and-desist orders because of health hazards. Livestock related
issues also increased over the number in 1988.
am pleased to report that there has once again been virtually a
I

to RSA-143A. This law requires that all restaurants
and establishments serving food comply with specific regulations in
order to obtain a license and thereby operate legally. It serves to

100% compliance

protect the food-service operators as well as the public.
have enjoyed serving the people of Rye this past year. would like
to thank the Board of Selectmen and the individuals in the various
I

I

departments

for their

cooperation and support.

I

look forward to

serving you in 1990.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail

Ann Snow, M.D.

Health Officer
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DETECTIVE/JUVENILE REPORT
Activity for 1989

is

reflected in the following figures: total

number

shows a drop of 63% over the
males and 24 females. The offenses

of youths handled was 55. This figure

1988 figure of 155 youths

-

consisted of: 4 runaways,

burglary, 2 malicious mischief,

damage,

2 C.H.I.N.S.,

1

1

31

theft, 24 alcohol, 13

1 malicious
miscellaneous offenses and

7 trespass.

1989 saw an increase of domestic related problems that arise
between parents and adolescents. There were more referrals called in
to the station that centered around the area that parents felt that they
were unable to control their children. For the most part, we have been
able to refer the families to family oriented counseling centers, and
those who still couldn't work things out are referred to the Division of

Children or other appropriate agencies.
1989 also brought a continuation of the supporting roles that the
schools and the Police have with each other in that there is currently
an attempt being made to bring the D.A.R.E. Program (Drug and
Alcohol Resistance Education) to our community. We are excited at
the prospect of dealing with the children in the schools on the topics
of saying NO to drugs, and the means to deal with the peer pressure to
which all of the children are subjected. The school and the Police
Department are looking for your support in this program.
Respectfully submitted,

Randall

B.

Tompkins

Detective/Juvenile Officer
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CEMETERY TRUSTEES REPORT
a part of the on-going maintenance for Central Cemetery, the
roadway was paved in 1989and the Trustees are planning to pave
the back roadway in 1990. Electrical power has never been brought
into the cemetery in Rye, so next year the Trustees are also planning to
have power installed. Since vandalism is always a problem, it's hoped

As

front

that the addition of lighting will deter

Reminder:
graves by

May

All
1st,

some

of that trouble.

winter decorations must be removed from the
if the owner wants to retain them.

The Cemetery Trustees would like to thank the Highway Department for their cooperation throughout the year, and the Police
Department for closing and opening the cemetery gates.
Respectfully submitted,

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Gordon

Gaskell

John Patrick
Edward J. Ireland
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TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS REPORT
1989 was a stable year for the Trust Funds. The Manuel Fund is
pending a court decision and the Trustees are hopeful a decision will
be reached in 1990. In the meantime, this fund, which was established
in 1986 for cemetery care, has earned over $7,000 in income. Also,
during 1989 the Dalton Fund realized a gain in principal of $10,250.
The Library Fund earned $8,500 in interest in 1989, and this was
appropriated by the Library Trustees for the on-going purchase of

books.

The

Capital Reserve Funds received $15,000 for a fire truck,

$75,000 for library construction, as voted

at

the

Town Meeting.

and

Also,

which was set aside in the Capital Reserve for tax maps, was
in 1989. The Rye Beach Capital Reserve Fund was increased
by $5,000 as voted by the Rye Beach Precinct.
The Trustees have maintained their conservative approach in

$35,000,

expended

investing the trust funds,

due

to the current uncertain

economic

situation.

The funds are audited annually by both the town's auditors and the
Department of Revenue. The year-end status of each trust is
shown on the following pages.
State

Respectfully submitted,

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS
Jane

E.

Ireland

Karin Lium

Christopher
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S.

Christo

SALE
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DETAILED STATEMENT
LIBRARY FUNDS
Principal, 1/1/89

Addition to Shirley

Helen

F.

S.

and
Fund

Philbrick

Principal Balance, 12/31/89

Income Balance 1/1/89

$

$

93,942.80

$

96,127.80

2,185.00

REPORT OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
OF THE TOWN OF RYE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

MARCH

14,

1989

Results of Ballot Voting:

To choose a Selectman for three (3) years, a Town Clerk for
two (2) Budget Committee Members for three (3) years,
(3)
a Cemetery Trustee for three (3) years, a Library Trustee for three (3)
years, two (2) Planning Board Members for three (3) years, and a

Article

1.

three

years,

Trustee of Trust Funds for three
Results of Article

(3)

years.

are recorded

1

on the accompanying

ballot

facsimile.
2.
To choose all necessary officers for the Rye School District
accordance with the statutory procedure adopted by said District at

Article
in
its

March 1962 annual meeting.
Results of Article 2 are recorded by the School District Clerk.

Article

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

3.

AMENDMENT 1. CONSERVATION
-

Add

a

new Conservation

and amend the

Official

DISTRICT

District to Article

Zoning

II

of the zoning ordinance

Map to reclassify land as Conservation

District, as follows:

Section 208 Conservation District (new
208.1

district)

Purpose.

of the Conservation District is to permanently
preserve unique natural resources from inappropriate devel-

The purpose
opment.
208.2
In

Permitted Uses.

the Conservation District only the following uses are permitted:

1.

Open

2.

Aquaculture that does not involve any construction of

space, forestry, conservation areas.

buildings or structures.
3.

Hiking trails, nature trails, picnic areas, bicycling trails, cross
country skiing trails, and horseback riding trails, including
bridges and wooden walkways appurtenant thereto.

4.

Nature centers, interpretive centers.

55

Blinds for observing or photographing wildlife, birds and

5.

waterfowl.

Uses accessory to any of the above permitted uses provided

6.

no buildings are constructed.
208.3

Uses Permitted By Special Exception.

Accessory buildings customarily incidental to a permitted use,
such as trail shelters, picnic shelters, sanitary facilities, and the
like.

208.4

Prohibited Uses.

Commercial, business,
prohibited
208.5

the Conservation

in

B.

C.

and residential uses are

District.

Dimensional Requirements.

Minimum
Minimum
Minimum

A.

industrial

OFFICIAL

rear yard: thirty (30) feet.

side yard: twenty (20) feet.
front yard: forty (40) feet.

ZONING MAP CHANGES: The

following parcels

in

the Odiorne Point, Seavey Creek and Fairhill Marsh area are
proposed for reclassification to Conservation District: Tax Map 3,
Parcels No. 17, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35; Tax
Parcels No. 34-1,47,48.
12, Parcels

No.

1, 2, 3,

AlsotheTown

4 and Tax

Map 5,
Map

Forest, includingTax

Map 13,

Parcels No. 97-4, 98, 99,

101,102,103.

Amendment
ADOPTED.

Results of

declared

1.

Yes = 707;

No

= 154.

AMENDMENT 2. ONE BUILDING ONE LOT
-

-

Amendment

1

RULE

Amend SECTION 202.4 so that the "one building - one lot rule" is only
applicable to the residential
Existing

districts, as follows:

Language:

202.4 Lots:

Every building hereafter erected shall be located on
and in no case shall there be more than one

a lot herein defined,
(1)

building on

New

one

lot,

except

as hereinafter

provided.

Language:

Every building hereafter erected shall be located on
herein defined. In the Single Residence and General
Residence Districts only there shall be no more than one (1)
building on one (1) lot, except as hereinafter provided.

202.4 Lots:
a

lot

Amendment 2. Yes = 417; No = 415. Amendment 2 declared
DEFEATED. Amendment 2 recounted 3/29/89. Yes = 412; No = 419.
Results of
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Town
Warrant
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Rye
Budget

Auditors Report
1990
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BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED THE
PROVISIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET LAW
STATE

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division

BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF

N.H.

RYE

Appropriations and Estimates of

Revenue

for

From

the Ensuing Year January

19

THIS

1,

1990

to

December

31,

1990 or

for Fiscal

19

to

BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
RSA

Budget Committee: (Please sign

Date

In ink)

31:95 and 32:5

16__J

(^.•0v.. </^

±aso

7^

'SuJ'J ^-'^-^

A-3

Year

SUPPLEMENTAL SCHEDULE
SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES:
150

Warrant
1990

A-9

:

^^m,^
TOWN WARRANT

^^^

The State of New Hampshire

To the inhabitants of the Town of Rye, in the County of
Rockingham in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs

You are hereby notified to meet at the Rye Elementary
School in said Rye on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of March, 1990,
next, at nine o'clock in the forenoon until 7:00 o'clock in the
evening to vote on the following subjects:
To choose a SELECTMAN for three (3) years, a
ARTICLE 1.
MODERATOR for two (2) years, one (1) BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBER for
one (1) yea r, tw o (2) BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBERS for three (3)
years, a CEMETERY TRUSTEE for three (3) years, a LIBRARY TRUSTEE
for three (3) years, two (2) PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS for three (3)
years, a TRUSTEE OF TRUST FUNDS for three (3) vears, and one (1)
SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST for six (6) years.

ARTICLE 2. To choose all necessary officers for the Rye School
District in accordance with the statutory procedure adopted by
said District at its March 1962 annual meeting.
ARTICLE 3. On petition of GENE RITZO and at least one hundred
and twenty (120) other voters of the Town of Rye "Are you in
favor of increasing the Board of Selectmen to five (5) members?"
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Rye Zoning
Ordinance to wit:

AMENDMENT NO.

1.

CONSERVATION DI STRICT

Amend the Official Zoning Map of the Town of Rye to re-classify
the following land from its present zoning classification to
Conservation District:
Hal lis Sands Marsh
Awcomin Marsh
The areas to be added to the Conservation District are
portrayed on a map entitled "Proposed Conservation District,"
which is posted at the Rye Town Hall.

AMENDMENT HO

.

2

ONE BUILDING

-

ONE LOT RULE

Amend SECTION 202.4 so that the "one building - one lot rule" is
only applicable to the residential districts, as follows:

A-11

Existing Language

;

Every building hereafter erected shall be
202.4 Lots
located on a lot herein defined, and in no case shall there
be more than one (1) building on one lot, except as
hereinafter provided.
;

New Language

;

In the Single Residence and General Residence
202.4 Lots
Districts only there shall be no more than one (1) principal
building on one (1) lot.
;

AMENDMENT NO.
Delete

B uildi ng Permit Fe es, which now reads as follows:

8 01.2

801.2

BUILDING PERMIT FEES

3

Building Permit Fees

.

A.

The fee for the review of an application,
Amount
inspection of the premises (if required), and the
issuance of a building permit shall be the sum of five
dollars ($5.00) per thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or any
fraction thereof, of estimated cost of the building or
Such estimated cost shall be submitted by the
project.
applicant, subject to the approval of the Building
Inspector who may revise such cost estimate if it
appears too high or too low, but if the applicant is not
satisfied, the Selectmen shall make a final
determination on behalf of the Town of Rye, and he shall
account and pay over all such fees to the Town. The
building permit fees may be increased, if circumstances
warrant, by unanimous consent of the Board of Selectmen.

B.

Use

Note

;

The fees from building permits shall be placed in
the Town's general fund.
;

;

This amendment will be effective o nly if the Town
Meeting adopts the proposed warrant article
authorizing the Selectmen to establish or amend fees
pursuant to RSA 41;9-a.

AMENDMENT NO.

4

BUILDING AREA REQUIREMENTS

Amend SECTION 203.3 E, 204.3 E and 211.3 E to reduce the allowed
building coverage as follows:
203.3 (SR District)
No dwelling shall occupy more than
Building Area
thirty (30°o) tw enty-five 25%) percent of its lot.
Every dwelling unit shall have a minimum ground floor
area of 960 square feet, except that dwellings having
living quarters on more than one floor above the
E.

;

(
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.

:

basement may be reduced in ground floor area to 720
square feet, provided that a minimum living space of 960
Open porches, garages,
square feet be provided therein.
carports, barns, sheds, and unwalled covered areas shall
not be included as ground floor area or living space,
but their additional area, together with the dwelling,
shall occupy no more than fifty (50°6 thirty-five 35%)
percent of its lot.
)

(

204.3 (GR District)
E.

No dwelling shall occupy more than
thirty (30°<;) twenty-five percent 25%) of its lot.
Every dwelling unit shall have a minimum ground floor
area of 960 square feet except that dwellings having
living space on more than one floor above the basement
may be reduced in ground floor area to 720 square feet.
Open porches, garages, etc., shall not be included as
ground floor area or living space, but their additional
area, together with the dwelling, shall occupy no more
than fifty (SO'o) thirty-five 35%) percent of its lot.
Provided, however, that no dwelling unit shall provide
less than 600 square feet of floor area per family.
Buildinq^ Area

;

(

(

211.3 (Commercial District)
E.

Buildinor Area

No more than s e v e nty-five (75%)
forty-five percent (45%) of the area of any lot shall be
occupied by buildings. No more than eighty percent (80%)
of the are a o f any lot shall be occupied by buildings,
parking areas driveways, walks or other impermeable
surface s
;

^

Deleted language of Amendment No.
Note
underlined.
;

AMENDMENT N O.

5

4

new language

,

R EVIS ED PARKING RE QUIREMENTS

Amend SECTION 50
follows

OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING

,

as

SECTION 500.1

-

Unchanged

SECTION 500.2
following:

-

Delete in its entirety and replace with

SECTION 500.2 Minimum Number of Parking Spaces
The number
of parking spaces required by the "Table of Minimum
Off-street Parking Requirements" shall be provided for: (1)
any new building, structure or land use; (2) any existing
dwelling enlarged by more than twenty-five percent (25%);
(3) any existing dwelling or other building in which new
dwelling units are built; (4) any conversion of seasonal
dwelling units to year-round occupancy; (5) condominium
.
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conversions; and, (6) any expansion or change of use of
a non-residential or multi-family building, structure or
site.
A.

All required parking shall be provided on the same lot
Parking
or on abutting lots under common ownership.
spaces shall have adequate and safe driveways and means
of circulation and shall have access/ egress to the
street on which the lot has frontage without crossing
other lots.

B.

Parking requirements for uses not listed in the "Table
of Minumum Off-Street Parking Requirements" shall be
based upon the requirements for the most similar listed
use in the table.

C.

For mixed uses the parking requirement shall be
determined by the sum of the requirements for component
shopping centers, office parks with
uses.
Examples:
general and medical offices, auto sales and service
establishments, etc.

D.

The Planning Board may require additional parkinq during
site plan review if it determines that application of
the "Table of Minimum Off-Street Parking Requirements"
However,
will not provide adequate off-street parking.
the Planning Board shall not allow fewer parking spaces
the required by the table.

TABLE OF MINIMUM OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS
Type of Use

Minimum Number of
Required Parking S paces

RESIDENTIAL
Single family dwelling

2

Other dwellings

2

Dwelling units (d.u.'s) in
mixed-use structure

per d.u.

1.5 per d.u.

Mobile home
Home occupation

2
1 per 100 sf business use
but no fewer than 1

INSTITUTIONAL
Hospital, nursing home,
sanitarium

1
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per

2

beds

)

Church, places of public
assembly, theatre, auditorium

per every 5 seats or
per each 100 sf
if
no seats)

Libraries, museums, community
centers

1 per every 400 sf gross
floor area

Membership club

1 per every 200 sf gross
floor area

1

1

(

SCHOOLS
Elementary, junior high

4

Senior high

2

Day care, pre-school

per classroom

per classroom plus
per 5 students
1

per employee plus

1

1

per

children in maximum
session

5

COMMERCIAL
Motel, hotel

1.0 per rental unit plus
one per employee plus
restaurant component as

applicable
Lodging house, tourist home,
bed & breakfast, tourist camp

2+1

per rental unit

Restaurant (excluding fast-food
establishments

1 per 3 seats, plus 1 per
employee on maximum shift
plus 1 per 2 barstools

Restaurant (fast-food),
including pizza restaurants

1 per 2 seats plus 1 per
each employee on maximum

shift; or 1 per 50 sf of
gross floor area, whichever is greater

Office (medical or dental)

1 per 100 sf gross floor
area; or 5 per doctor,
whichever is greater

Office (other professional)

1 per 250 sf gross floor
area; or 1.5 per employee
or staff member, whichever is greater

Office (general)

1 per 300 sf or 1 per
employee, whichever is
greater

Retail

1
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per 200 sf of aross

sales area plus 1 per 500
sf of storage area plus
restaurant component, if
applicable
per 600 sf gross floor

Furniture store, appliance
store, carpet sales

area

Personal service

1 per 250 sf gross floor
area

1

Bank

1

per 300 sf gross floor

area

Automobile sales

1

per 300 sf gross floor

area

Automobile service

4

per service bay

Bowling alley

4

per lane

1

per

Health club, fitness center
racquet club

3

persons capacity;

per 400 sf gross
floor area, whichever is
greater plus restaurant
or

1

component, if applicable
per 1000 sf gross area

Outdoor display area or
outdoor storage

1

Funeral home

1 per 100 sf of assembly
areas and viewing rooms
but no fewer than 10

INDUSTRIAL
Warehouse, truck terminal

per employee on maximum
shift; or 1 per 1000 sf
gross floor area, whichever is greater

Manufacturing

per employee on maximum
shift; or one per 600 sf
of gross floor area,

1

1

whichever is greater
Delete paragraph A so that section now

SECTION 500.3

reads:

No off-street parking
500.3 Location of Parking Spaces
shall be located within the required front yard area nor
within ten (10) feet of any lot line in any district.
;

SECTION 500.4

-

Delete in its entirety.
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)

.

SECTION 500.5

-

AMEJTOMENT NO. 6

Re- index to SECTION 500.4.

RENEWAL OF BUILDING PEJtMITS

Amend SECTION 801.7 as follows:
801.7 Expiration of Bulldlncr Permits
A building
permit whether for a building, structure, material
alteration or proposed land use, or otherwise, under
the authority of which no work has been commenced
within one (1) year after issuance shall expire and
become void upon such anniversary.
A permit may be
renewed, only once upon receipt of the required
administrative fee for an additional twelve (12)
months
;

,

(Note:

AMENDMENT NO.

7

New language is underlined.)

RESIDENTIAL USES IN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Delete residential uses (except dwelling units that already
exist) from the uses allowed in the Commercial District bv
amending SECTION 211.1 and 211.2, as follows:
211.1 Permitted Uses
uses are permitted:
A.

:

In a C District the following

Any n on-residential uses permitted in any
residential district including accessory uses so
authorized, and subject to all limitations there
applicable.
(New language underlined.)

B.

As permitted uses, any uses permitted by special
exception in the Business District 'by Section 210.1
-and
by Sections 210.2 A through 210.2 F and subject
to all limitations there applicable. (Deleted
.)
language

C.

New automobile salesrooms, new boat salesrooms, new
trailer salesroom, farm machinery salesrooms,
lumber yard and building supplies. (No changes.)

D.

Professional offices, financial institutions,
general retailing of goods and services. (No
changes
.

E.

Dwelling units, provided they existed as of
March 13, 1990 (New section.)

F.

Mobile parks, provided they existed as of
March 13, 1990.

211^_2

Uses Permitted bv Special Exception
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.

:

:

Delete SECTION J which now reads:
J.

Mobile Homes in accordance with SECTION 400.

AMENDMENT NO. 8

BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENT

Delete the last two sentences of SECTION 801.1 which now
"No building, structure or subsurface waste disposal
read:
facility shall be altered at a cost of more than $1,500.00
without a building permit showing that the alteration
complies with this Ordinance. For the purpose of this
Ordinance such alterations costing less than $1,500.00 shall
not require a building permit."

AMENDMENT NO.

9

FLOOD HAZARD DISTRICT

Delete existing words of SECTION 302
and add

Flood Hazard District

A separate ordinance exists for controlling development
The
and building activity within the Rye Floodplain.
ordinance is the Rye Floodplain Development and
Building Ordinance. The regulations in this ordinance
overlay and supplement the regulations in the Town of
Rye Zoning Ordinance for the purposes of administration
If any provision of this
and appeals under state law.
Floodplain Ordinance differs or appears to conflict
with any provision of the Zoning Ordinance or other
ordinance or regulation, the provision imposing the
greater restriction or more stringent standard shall be
controlling.

AMENDMENT NO. 10
1.

WETLANDS BUFFER

.

Add a new section to the Wetlands Conservation District, as
follows

SECTION 301.8

Wetlands Buffer

.

A.

The Wetlands Buffer shall
Buffer Description
include all land within 100 feet of: (1) the edges
of all tidal marshes as defined by the highest
flooding of the ocean tides; (2) the edges of Eel
Pond, Burke's Pond, Brown's Pond and East Rye Pond
as defined by the highwater mark; and (3) the edges
of all natural, perennial streams and freshwater
marshes as defined by vegetation.

B.

The following restrictions
Buffer Restrictions
Where such
shall apply in the Wetlands Buffer.
restrictions conflict with other requirements of
this ordinance, the stricter regulation shall apply.

.

.

A-18

1.

Surface alteration by the addition of fill,
excavation or dredging is prohibited.

2.

Septic systems are prohibited.

3.

Uses permitted by SECTION 301.5 are permitted,
provided that there is no surface alteration by
the addition of fill, excavation or dredging.

4.

Signs that identify historic, conservation or
wildlife areas are permitted.

5.

(A)
Forestry and woodlot management is
permitted in accordance with sound forestry
management practices provided that no more than
fifty percent (50%) of the basal area shall be

cut.
(B)
In other situations, thinning of existing
brush and trees is permitted provided that there

shall be no:

2.

1.

Clear cutting; or

2.

Cutting of live trees greater than four and
one-half inches (4 1/2") in diameter,
measured at a height of four and one-half
feet (4 1/2') above ground level.

6.

Uses permitted by Special Exception pursuant to
SECTION 301.7 may be permitted by Special
Exception in the Wetlands Buffer, subject to the
requirements of SECTION 301.7.

7.

The borders within fifty feet (50') of the
wetlands described in paragraph 301. 8A are
designated wetlands and cannot be included in
lot sizing.

8.

All other uses are prohibited.

Amend SECTION 301.5 A of the Wetlands Conservation District
to reduce the diameter of a tree which may be cut, from six
inches (6") to four and one-half inches (4 1/2"), measured at
a height of four and one-half feet (4 1/2') above ground
level.

3.

Delete paragraph 301. IC.

ARTICLE 5. Are you in favor of the adoption of the following
Zoning Amendment as petitioned by Barbara Clinton and at least
twenty five (25) other voters of the Town of Rye, as follows:
AMEINDMENT 11.

To rezone from General Business to General
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::

Residence, the property shown on the Rye Tax Map at the corner of
Ocean Boulevard and Washington Roads, as 500' x 600' more or
Lots
less, and described further as lots shown on Tax map #12 as
97-1, 97-2, 99, 99-1, 103, 104, 105, 106, and a portion of Lot
107?'

article IS NOT RECOMMENDED by the Planning
Board.

(Tills

ARTICLE 6. Are you in favor of the adoption of the Interim
Growth Management Ordinance (on file in the Town Clerk's Office)
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town, summarized as
follows
To adopt, for one year, the Interim Growth Management
Ordinance, which restricts use intensification and use
replacement in areas to be served by the new sewers and which
restricts certain types of condominium conversions townwide?

ARTICLE 7. Are you in favor of the adoption of the amendment as
proposed by the Planning Board for the Floodplain Development and
Building Ordinance (on file in the Town Clerk's Office), as
follows
To amend the Floodplain Development and Building Ordinance
with several minor changes necessary to comply with state and
federal requirements for continued eligibility for the Flood
Insurance Program?

ARTICLE 8. Are you in favor of the adoption of the amendment as
proposed by the Planning Board for the Building Code (on file in
the Town Clerk's Office), as follows:
To adopt the provisions of the BOCA National Building Code
as recommended and maintained by the Building Code Official and
Code Administrators International, Inc. (i.e., BOCA), and update
references to state statutes and the Rye Zoning Ordinance, as

necessary?
A A A A i»n>t A A A A A ik A A A A A A A A ik A A A A A A A A A A A A
i»t

!•«

You are hereby further notified to adjourn to meet at the
Rye Junior High School on the seventeenth of March, next, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon, to vote upon the following subjects:

ARTICLE

9.

To see if the Town of Rye will vote to:

a. Raise and appropriate the sum of $310,000 to purchase
property at One Central Road, (purchase price $285,000, $15,000
for preliminary site work, $10,000 closing and financing costs)
for the future construction of a new library facility; the sum of
$215,000 to be raised by the issuance of serial bonds or notes
not to exceed $215,000, under and in compliance with the
provision of the Municipal Finance Act, and to authorize the
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Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes to determine
the details thereof, and to take such other actions as may be
necessary to effect the issuance, negotiation, sale and delivery
of such bonds or notes as shall be in the best interest of the
Town of Rye.
b. Authorize the withdrawal of $95,000 plus interest
from the Library Capital Reserve Fund previously created for that
purpose.
c. Furthermore, authorize the Selectmen to enter into
agreements and contracts to insure, maintain, and to take any
other action necessary to protect the interest in the property at
One Central Road, until such time as construction begins.

(This article requires a two-thirds vote.)
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to RSA
149-1:19, to establish a sewer commission consisting of three
members to perform all the duties and possess all the powers
otherwise conferred upon the Selectmen by RSA Chapter 149-1.

ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to elect by unofficial
ballot three interim sewer commissioners to serve until the March
(This is subject to a favorable vote on
12, 1991 town election.
the previous article.)
See RSA 559:16.
(This article requires a ballot vote.)

ARTICLE 12.

To see if the Town will vote to:

a.
Raise and appropriate the sum of $380,000 for the
purpose of construction of a new Town Police Station including a
new septic system which will be used by both the Town Hall and
Police Station, and to extend the Town Hall parking area by
sixteen (15) additional parking spaces, and said sum to be raised
by taxation.
b.
Authorize the Selectmen to enter into agreements and
contracts and to take any other action necessary to construct and
furnish said building and to accept state and/or federal arants
in aid of said project; and
c.
Any other action in connection with the foregoing
matters or any of them.

(This article IS NOT RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 13. On petition of JAMES D. BROWN and 10 other voters of
the Town of Rye to see if the Town of Rye will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $16,000 for the purpose of constructing
two foot map contours in some areas of the Town sensitive both to
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surface water drainage and other environmental concerns.
(This article IS NOT RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable
general fund trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a, to
be known as the Town Employees' Accumulated Leave Fund, for the
purpose of funding Town Employees' accumulated leave accounts,
and to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars
($5,000) towards this purpose.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
to
appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000)
construct a storage facility at the Town's Recycling Center
located on Grove Road to store recycleable materials and to
(This amount may be reduced up to
purchase recycling equipment.
one-half (1/2) by the Governor's Municipal Recycling Grants
Program.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital
Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 31:1 for the purpose of
records restoration and to raise and appropriate the sum of three
thousand dollars ($3,000) towards this purpose, and appoint the
Selectmen as agents to administer the fund.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.

ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand, four hundred and fifty
dollars ($15,450) to continue with the work relative to the
implementation of Open Marsh Water Management.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 18. To see it" the Town will authorize the establishment
of a Capital Reserve Fund (pursuant to RSA Chapter 35) for the
future revaluation of the Town and to raise and appropriate the
sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) towards this purpose,
and appoint the Selectmen as agents to administer the fund.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)

AETIOLE 19. On petition of MMST E- FOHIMJEE and at least 14
other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town of Rye will
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,200 to assist Cross
Roads House Inc., a non-profit organization, in providing
emergency shelter and transitional housing services to the areas
homeless population.
(This article IS RECOMMENDED by the Budget Committee.)
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ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to accept the budget,
submitted by the Budget Committee and pass any vote in relation
thereto, and to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may
be necessary to defray town charges for the calendar year 1990.
ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to release from
dedication that portion of Cemetery Park needed to construct a
new Town Police Station said parcel of land bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at a point on the southeasterly corner of the
within described premises thence running easterly along the edge
of the cemetery roadway a distance of eighty five (85) feet more
or less to a point thence turning and running in a northerly
distance parallel to the cemetery stone wall a distance of one
hundred and eighteen (118) feet more or less to a pojnt, thence
turning westerly along other land of the Town of Rye a distance
of eighty five (85) feet more or less to a point in the
stonewall, thence turning and running southerly along said
stonewall a distance of one hundred and eighteen (118) feet more
or less to point of beginning.
This conveyance is subject to the restriction that said land
may only be used for construction of a police station or used in
association with the cemetery.
On petition of GEORGE PREDARIS and at least twenty
five (25) other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town is
in favor of capping the Town budget at 3% over last years (1989)
Town budget, less those items over which the Town has no control:
a.
County Taxes and,
b.
Bond Issues for Capital Improvements?

ARTICLE 22.

ARTICLE 23: On petition of RICHARD A. CAREY and at least nine
(9) other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote
to authorize the Selectmen to accept, on behalf of the Town, a
road known as "Merrymeeting Lane." The same being completed
according to the specifications approved by the Planning Board
and the Selectmen, on Plan #50604 Titled Subdivision of
"Parsonage woods," and further that the Director of Public Works
and the Highways shall confirm to the Selectmen that said road is
in conformity with such specifications.

ARTICLE 24. On petition of BOB ZONA and at least thirty (30)
other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote to
encourage the Selectmen and the Chief of Police to utilize the
services of Ruger, a fully certified patrol and narcotics
detector canine, whose training was paid for through
contributions by the taxpayers and citizens of the Town of Rye.
Ruger is offered to the Town by his owner and handler, Larry D.
Severance, at no cost to the taxpayers of the Town of Rye.
ARTICLE 25. On petition of GUY CHICHESTER and at least nine (9)
other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town of Rye will
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send a message to the Legislature and Governor calling for a
comprehensive toxics law requiring coordinated programs of
planning, research and development, education, enforcement, and
economic incentives to achieve toxics reduction by substitution
with safer substances.

ARTICLE 26. On petition of BRENDON TULLY and at least fourteen
(14) other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote
to convey by deed to Eleanor Kilduff and Janet and Michael
Netishen, any interest the Town may have in the "paper street"
abutting Lots 22 and 23, Rye Beach Terrace, off Bernard Road. We
understand that the purpose of the conveyance is to create good
record title for the property and that the "paper street" has
already been released from Town use automatically under New Hampshire law.

ARTICLE 27. To see
of RSA 72:28, V and
expanded qualifying
tion? The optional

if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions
VI for an optional veterans' exemption and an
war service for veterans seeking the exempveterans' exemption is $100, rather than $50.

(This article requires a ballot vote.

ARTICLE 28. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions
of RSA 72:35, IV for an optional property tax exemption on
residential property for a service-connected total disability?
The optional veterans' exemption is $1,400, rather than $700.
(This article requires a ballot vote.)

ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote to reaffirm its long
standing position that the emergency planning for Seabrook
Station does not provide adequate safety for the people of Rye in
the event of a major accident at Seabrook Station and that no
operating license should be issued unless the emergency plan is
approved by majority vote of Town Meeting after a public hearing
by the Board of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote to rescind the
Municipal Budget Act article (#5) passed in 1935, and to rescind
tltse tttpjomlcipa.! laijolqet Law aurnd ccrnf ifanatlomi article Jill)) ig'>3LSS'^d Imi
1956 as allowed by RSA 32:1 effective immediately upon passage.

ARTICLE 31. To see if the Town will vote to change the present
annual tax billing to semi-annual billing beginning in the year
1991.
If this is adopted, taxes would be due and payable on
July 1 and December 1 in accordance with NH tax statute 76:15a.
ARTICLE 32. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to sell to the highest bidder at public auction or
sealed bid such surplus Town equipment as is not traded in on new
equipment in 1990.

ARTICLE 33.

To see if the Town will vote to authroize the
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of taxes,

To see if the Town will vote to allow a five percent
discount on all property taxes paid within thirty (30) days
from the date of mailing of tax bills.

ARTICEJE 34.
(5%)

ARTICLE 35. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to apply for, accept and expend, without further action
by the Tciivm Meeting, nnoiniey ftoim ttie state, fedetal ot
governmental unit or private sources which becomes available
during the fiscal year.
Pursuant to NH RSA 31: 95-b.
ARTICLE 36. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following
amendments to the Town Dump Regulations (on file in the Town
Clerk's Office)
:

ADD:

to Paragraph 1, after first sentence to PERMITS:

"and disposing of solid waste originating in the Town
of Rye

ADD:

Under Restrictions:

Plastic Bags.

#6.

ADD:

.

Under Hazardous Wastes:
Only solid waste (as defined in this ordinance)
having its origin in the Town of Rye will be
accepted at the Town Dump. Residents owning/
operating businesses, property outside the
Town of Rye or any other generator of solid
waste are not authorized to bring that solid
waste to the Town Dump. This exclusion
specifically prohibits items listed under
Restrictions and hazardous wastes plus any and all
other types of solid waste.

#8.

ARTICLE 37. To see is the Town will vote to amend the Fire
Department Ordinance (adopted 1972 Town Meeting and on file at
Town Clerk's Office) as follows:
ARTICLE I
Delete:
Add;

SECTION I
First and Second Assistant Chiefs
Assistant Chief and next senior officer' of the
Department.
;

SECTION II
Delete: Two Assistant Chiefs
Add:
Assistant Chief
:

SECTION Illi
Belete^ Fitst
Sect'Tn;! J^ssistarit OiieCs
Add:
Assistant Chief
.a.int!l
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ARTICLE III SECTION I
Delete: Assistant Chiefs: in absence of the Chief, the First
Assistant Chief, or in his absence, the Second
Assistant Chief or Senior Officer present shall
command the Department.
In the absence of the Chief, the Assistant Chief,
Add:
or in his absence, the Senior Officer present shall
command the Department.
;

ARTICLE IV SECTION I
Delete: Medical and.
:

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to RSA
41:9-a, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to establish or amend
(1) the issuance of licenses or permits that are part
fees for:
of any regulatory program which has been established by vote of
the Town; and (2) the use or occupancy of any public
Such
revenue-producing facility established by vote of the Town.
fees and the notice and hearing requirements for establishment
thereof shall conform to the requirements of RSA 41:9-a, as
If this article is enacted, all provisions in
amended.
ordinances that are to the contrary are hereby repealed.

ARTICLE 38.

ARTICLE 39. To transact any other business which may legally
come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this twenty-second of February
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and ninety.

A true copy of the Warrant,
ATTEST

SUSAN E. TLSEA, Chairman

5;
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We hereby certify that we gave notice to the inhabitants within
named, to meet at the times and places and for the purpose within
mentioned, by posting up an attested copy of the within WARRANT
at the places of meeting within named and a like attested copy at
the RYE POST OFFICE and the RYE PUBLIC LIBRARY, being public
places in said Town, on the twenty- third day of February, 1990.

^l^4^.f'

^

(^d^iK.

SUSAN E. ELSEA ^Chairman

JOHN

J.

COFFEY, Selectman
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PlocLz±]c & Sandeirsoxi Prof ess±orial Associatxan
193 North Wain Street

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR

'S

Coooord, N.H.

03301

(603)225-6996

REPORT ON FINANCIAL PRESENTATION

To the Members of
the Board of Selectmen
Town of Rye
Rye, New Hampshire
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the
Town of Rye and the combining and individual fund financial statements of the
Town as of and for the year ended December 31, 1989, as listed in the table of
contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial
statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis
for our opinion.
As described in Note IB, the general purpose financial statements referred to
above do not include the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, which should
be included to conform with generally accepted accounting principles.
The
amount that should be recorded in the General Fixed Asset Account Group is not

known
In our opinion, except that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of
Accounts results in an incomplete presentation, as explained in the above
paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Town of Rye at
December 31, 1989, and the results of its operations and the changes in
financial position of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended,
in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Also, in our
opinion, the combining and individual fund financial statements referred to
above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of each
of the individual funds of the Town at December 31, 1989, and the results of
operations of such funds for the year then ended, in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles.

January 18, 1990
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EXHIBIT A
OF RYE
Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups
December 31, 1989

TOm

Governmental Fund Types
Special
Capital
General
Revenue
Projects

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS

Assets
Cash and Equivalents
Investments
Receivables
Interest
Taxes
Accounts
Interfund Receivable
Inventory

$2,337,577

$299,555

$366,651

$299,555

$366,651

1,493,400
51,194
3,207
7,108

Other Debits
Amount To Be Provided For
Retirement of General Long-term Debt

TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS

$3,892,486

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Interest Payable
Contracts Payable
Intergovernmental Payable
Interfund Payable
Escrow and Performance Deposits
Tax Anticipation Note Payable
Bond Anticipation Note Payable
Compensated Absences Payable
Total Liabilities

$

2,521
190,737

$

2,245
25,263

1,678,371

1,750,000
475,000

Equity
Fund Balances
Reserved For Endowments
Reserved For Encumbrances
Reserved For Inventory
Reserved For Special Purposes
Unreserved
Undesignated
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES
AND EQUITY
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3,621,629

502,508

55,569
7,108

363,442

208,180
270,857

299,555
299,555

;3, 892, 486

$299,555

(
(

499,299 )
135,857 )

$366,651

Fiduciary

EXHIBIT B
TOVN OF RYE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
All Governmental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1989

Governmental Fund Types
General
Revenues
Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges For Services
Miscellaneous

Other Financing Sources
Operating Transfers In
Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources

Expenditures
Current
General Government
Public Safety
Highways, Streets, Bridges
Sanitation
Health
Welfare
Culture and Recreation
Capital Outlay
Debt Service
Interest
Other Financing Uses
Operating Transfers Out
Interfund Transfers
Intergovernmental Transfers
Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues and
Other Financing Sources Over (Under)
Expenditures and Other Financing Uses

Fund Balances - January
Fund Balances

-

1

December 31

Fiduciary
Fund Type
Expendable
Trust

15,576

90.000
105.576

3,145

Totals

EXHIBIT C
TOWN OF RYE
Combined Stateaeat of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
Budget and Actual
General and Special Revenue Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1989

General Fund

Variance
Favorable

Revenues
Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges For Services
Miscellaneous
Other Financing Sources
Operating Transfers In
Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources

Expenditures
Current
General Government
Public Safety
Highways, Streets, Bridges
Sanitation
Health
Welfare
Culture and Recreation
Capital Outlay
Debt Service
Interest

(Unfavorable)

Budget

Actual

$6,089,296
495,800
261,365
93,881
189,417

$6,102,823
507,012
209,074
66,420
250,300

35.000

36,533

1,533

7.164,759

7.172.162

7,403

651,989

$

(
(

13,527
11,212
52,291)
27,461)
60,883

Special Revenue Funds
Variance
Favorable
(Unfavorable)
Actual
Budget

248,958

EXHIBIT D
TOm OF RYE
of
Revenues,
Statement
Expenses and Changes in Fund Balance
All Nonexpendable Trust Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1989

Fiduciary
Fund Type
Nonexpendable
Trust Funds

Operating Revenues
New Funds
Interest and Dividends
Capital Gains (Losses)
Miscellaneous
Transfers In

Total Operating Revenues

Operating Expenses
General Government
Transfers Out

Total Operating Expenses

Net Income

Fund Balance - January

1

Fund Balance - December 31

EXHIBIT E

TOm or RYE
StMtement of Cb*ng«a in Fia»aci*l Position
All MonexpendMble Trust Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1989

Fiduciary
Fund Type
Nonexpendable
Trust Funds

Sources of Working Capital
Operations
Net Incoae

Eleaents of Net Increase
(Decrease) In Working Capital
Cash
Investaents
Accounts
Interfund Receivable
Interfund Payable

S

30.547

$104,318

Total
(Meaorandua Only)
Deceaber 31,
1988

Plodzik

& Sanderson

Professional Association
accountaxits

& auditors

Stephen D. Plodzik, PA
Robert E. Sanderson, PA
Paul J. Mcrcicr,

Edward

CPA
CPA

Jr.,

T. Perry,

Amuuid G. Mortincau, CPA
Tamar M. J. Ma\-nard, CPA
James A. Sojko, CPA

January 18, 1990

To the Members of
the Board of Selectmen
Town of Rye
Rye, New Hampshire
Dear Members of the Board:
We have audited the financial statements of the Town of Rye for the year ended
December 31, 1989 and have issued our report thereon dated January 18, 1990.
In connection with our audit, we reviewed and tested the Town's systems of
internal accounting control and operating procedures to the extent we
considered necessary to evaluate the systems as required by generally accepted
auditing standards. The purpose of our review of these systems was not to
express an opinion on internal accounting control, and it would not
necessarily disclose all weaknesses in the system.
In the following paragraphs, we present our comments and recommendations for
improving specific aspects of the Town's systems and procedures. We also
refer you to the Appendix to this letter which explains the purpose of our
review, its limitations, and the professional standards involved.

GENERAL
Typically, a report of this type places a greater emphasis on findings of a
critical nature. Therefore, to put our comments and recommendations in proper
perspective, it should be noted that the weaknesses observed are not
necessarily the result of poor management. Oftentimes, they are due to
factors outside the control of the Town's personnel, such as organizational
restrictions, budgetary limitations, or inadequate software systems. We have
noted many positive aspects of the Town's financial management and procedures
which are not set forth in this report.

COLLECTIONS
Cash collections are currently being made in several different locations and
the resulting internal controls are therefore weak.
For example, the Building
Inspector and Police Department receipts are collected in the individual
department.
Deposits of these monies are not always timely, as evidenced by
the number of outdated checks not honored by the bank; and these collections
We
are not reconciled by an independent party with permits or tickets issued.
recommend one centralized collection center such as the Selectmen's office
where all receipts other than the Tax Collector's or Town Clerk's receipt?

193 North Main Street

•

Concord.

New Hampshire 03301
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Telephone: 603-225-6996

TOWN OF RYE

NEW HAMPSHIRE
LETTER OF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

DECEMBER 31, 1989

would be collected and remitted to the Treasurer as appropriate.
reduce the length of time between collections and deposits.

This would

Also, the Selectmen's office could maintain better control over building
permits issued without increasing the bookkeeping of the Building Inspector.
After approving an application for a building permit, the Inspector could send
the applicant with the approved application to the Selectmen's office to pay
the charge, and have the permit issued.
In all cases, prenumbered receipt
forms should be used when collections are made.

ASSESSING RECORDS
As noted in the past, the property assessment cards are maintained in the Tax
Collector's office. We recommend that the cards be relocated from the
Collector's office and their use be supervised by the Selectmen's office.

TAX COLLECTOR
During our audit, we found that no Notices of Tax Delinquencies and Unredeemed
Tax Liens had been prepared and sent to delinquent taxpayers. These notices
are required under Rev. 506.07 to be mailed within 90 days after the last
installment of taxes becomes delinquent. We recommend that these notices be
properly prepared and sent to ensure that deeding of tax liened property will
be valid.
In closing, we would like to express our appreciation to those persons whose
cooperation and assistance during the course of our audit has helped us to
achieve efficiencies in completing our audit.

After you have reviewed our report, we would be pleased to meet with you to
discuss any questions that you might have.

Very truly yours,

PLODMK

& SANDERSdJr
Professional Association
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APPENDIX

TOWN OF RYE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

PURPOSE AND LIMITATIONS OF REVIEW

The purpose of our study and evaluation was to determine the nature, timing
and extent of the auditing procedures necessary for expressing an opinion on
Our study and evaluation was more limited
the Town's financial statements.
than would be necessary to express an opinion on the system of internal
accounting control taken as a whole.
The management of the Town is responsible for establishing and maintaining a
system of internal accounting control. In fulfilling this responsibility,
estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected
benefits and related costs of control procedures. The objectives of a system
are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that
assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and
that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization
and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

Because of inherent limitations in any system of internal accounting control,
errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also
projection of any evaluation of the system to future periods is subject to the
risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or
that the degree of compliance with the procedures may deteriorate.
Our study and evaluation made for the limited purpose described in the first
paragraph would not necessarily disclose all material weaknesses in the
system. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the system of internal
accounting control of the Town taken as a whole. However, our study and
evaluation disclosed conditions that we believe result in more than a
relatively low risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be
material in relation to the financial statements of the Town may occur and not
be detected within a timely period.

These conditions are described in the preceding report and were considered in
determining the nature, timing and extent of the audit tests to be applied in
our audit of the 1989 financial statements.
This report does not affect our
report on these financial statements dated January 18, 1990.
The preceding report is intended solely for the use of management and should
not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to limit
distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the Members of the
Board, is a matter of public record.
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AMENDMENT 3.

-

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL USES IN

DISTRICT

Delete residential uses (except dwelling units that already exist),
home parks and subdivisions, from the uses allowed

including mobile
in

the Commercial District by amending

SECTION

211.1

and

211.2, as

follows:
211.1

Permitted Uses:

Insert the words "non-residential" in SECTION 211. 1A; delete
words from SECTION 211.1B; and add a new SECTION 211. IE, so

that the

211.1

amended

section reads:

Permitted Uses:

In a

C

District

the following uses are

permitted:
A.

Any

non-residential uses permitted

in

any residential

district

including accessory uses so authorized, and subject to
limitations there applicable. (New language underlined.)
B.

all

As permitted uses, any uses permitted in the Business District
by&E€+l€)-N-?>8.4and by SECTIONS 210.2 A through 210.2 F
and subject to all limitations there applicable. (Deleted
language
.)

—

C.

New

automobile salesrooms, new boat salesrooms, new
salesrooms, farm machinery salesrooms, lumber yard
and building supplies. (No changes.)

trailer

D.

Professional offices, financial institutions, general retailing of

goods and
E.

Dwelling

(New

services.

units,

(No changes.)

provided they existed

as of

211.2

Uses Permitted by Special Exception.

Delete

SECTION

J.

March

14, 1989.

Section.)

j

which now reads:

Mobile Homes

in

accordance SECTION 400.

Results of Amendment 3. Yes = 398; No = 413, Amendment 3
declared DEFEATED. Recounted 3/29/89 Yes = 393; No = 416.

AMENDMENT 4. EXPANSION OF NON-CONFORMING BUILDINGS
-

SECTION 603.1 governing the expansion of
non-conforming buildings and structures as follows:

Clarify the provisions of

Present Language

Expansion of non-conforming parts of
is not allowed. Those parts of any building
or structure which are conforming may be expanded provided
the expansion is conforming and the use is not changed.
603.1

Expansion:

buildings or structures

57

Proposed Language
Expansion of non-conforming parts of
is not allowed. Those parts of any building
or structure which are conforming may be expanded provided
the expansion is conforming and the use is not changed. For
example, if a non-conforming building encroaches into a yard
area established by this ordinance, the bulk of the building
within the yard area shall not be expanded at all, either vertically
or horizontally, within such yard area. (New language under603.1

Expansion:

buildings or structures

lined.)

Amendment
ADOPTED.

Results of

declared

AMENDMENT

5

-

4.

Yes = 527;

No

= 275,

Amendment

4

REPLACEMENT OF NON-CONFORMING

BUILDINGS
Clarify the provisions of

SECTION

non-conforming buildings and

603.2 regarding replacement of

structures, as follows:

Present Language

603.2 Abandonment, Discontinue, Destruction: Any
non-conforming building or non-conforming structure which is
abandoned or vacated or which is partially or wholly destroyed
by reasons or any cause whatsoever, including obsolescence,
fire, explosion, storm, tides, or other acts of God, may be
resumed or restored and operated in its former (non-conformity)
if

same

is

done within three

(3)

years thereafter.

If

possible, the

replacement of the building or structure shall conform to the
requirements of this Ordinance with which it previously did not
conform, as well as to all other requirements with which it did
conform. Otherwise, the replacements shall be in the same
location and of the same dimensions as before the damage
occurred, unless change of location or dimensions would make
the replacement less non-conforming.

Proposed Language

Abandonment, Discontinuance, Destruction: Any nonconforming building or non-conforming structure which is
abandoned or vacated or which is partially or wholly destroyed

603.2

by reason of any cause whatsoever, including obsolescence,

fire,

may be resumed or
former (non-conformity) if same is

explosion, storm, tides, or other acts of God,
restored and operated

in its

done within three (3) years thereafter.
ment of the building or structure
requirements of

this

If

possible, the replace-

shall

Ordinance with which
58

it

conform

to the

previously did not

conform, as well as to all other requirements with which it did
conform. Otherwise, the replacements of all non-conforming
parts of the structure shall be in the same location of the same
dimensions, height and bulk, as before the damage occurred,
unless such changes of -Jec-atfOH ctfvd'di^^ver^i^Rs would make the
replacement less non-conforming. (New language underlined,
and deleted language
.)

—

Amendment
ADOPTED.

Results of

declared

5.

Yes = 582;

AMENDMENT 6 NON-CONFORMING
-

No

= 200,

Amendment

5

LOTS

Amend SECTION

601 so that one does not need a variance in order to
dwelling
on a "grandfathered" non-conforming lot, as
place a

follows:

Section 601 Non-Conforming Lots.

which single family or two family dwellings are
permitted, a dwelling and customary accessory buildings may be
erected 99- a-v^(4enee-©btmi'te4pi*i's«aiT+-t^Artiete-VH'l7 on any lot
which was a lot of record on the effective date of this Ordinance,
earlier variations thereof, or future amendments thereto, even
though such lot fails to meet the district requirements for area or
In

any

district in

frontage or depth.

(Language to be deleted

—

.)

Amendment 6. Yes = 371; No = 457. Amendment 6 declared

Results of

DEFEATED.

AMENDMENT 7 ENFORCEMENT
-

Amend SECTION

PENALTIES

803.4 penalties to

conform with changes

statutes by deleting present section and replacing

new

it

in state

with the following

section.

803.4
shall

who
A.

Penalties for violations of these regulations

Penalties:

be provided by NH RSA 676:17,
violates any of these regulations:

Shall

be

if

amended. Any person

person, or guilty
any other person (such as a corporation or

guilty of

of a felony

misdemeanor

as

if

a natural

association.).
B.

Shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $100 for each
day that such violation is found to continue after the
conviction date or after the date on which the violator
receives written notice from the municipality that he is in
violation, whichever is earlier.

Amendment
ADOPTED.

Results of

declared

7.

Yes = 580;

59

No

= 172.

Amendment

7

AMENDMENT 8 ENFORCEMENT COSTS
-

Add

a

new SECTION

803.6 to the Enforcement provisions, as follows:

Recovery of Legal Costs: As permitted by NH RSA
676:17, as amended, the Selectmen and/or the Building Inspector
shall seek to recover all costs and attorney's fees in any legal

803.6

action necessary to enforce these regulations.
Results of Amendment 8. Yes = 568; No = 175. Amendment 8 declared
ADOPTED.

On petition of John P.

Article 4.

the

Town

of

Rye to see

if

the

Hayes, Jr. and ten

Town

(10)

other voters of

of Rye will vote to accept the

"Do you approve

of having two (2) sessions
the
town,
first session for choice of
for the annual town meeting
ballot
and
other action required to
town officers elected by an official
be inserted on said official ballot, and the second session, on a date set

provisions of

RSA

39:2-a

in this

by the selectmen, for transaction of other business."
Results of Article 4.

On

Article 5.

Yes = 533;

No = 270. Article 4 declared ADOPTED.

petition of Jeannette

other voters of the

Town

Board of Selectmen to

of

five

P.

Conway and

Rye "Are you

in

eighty four (84)

favor of increasing the

members?"

5. Yes = 417; No = 431. Article 5 declared DEFEATED.
recounted 3/29/89: Results Yes = 415; No = 436.

Results of Article
Article 5

On

Article 6.

voters of the

of

petition of Charles

Town

of

Rye

to see

Conway and twenty four (24) other
the Town will vote the following:

if

Shall the government of the Police Department of the Town
1.
Rye be entrusted to a police commission?

Results of Article
Article 6

6.

Yes = 400;

recounted 3/29/89:

Article 6A.

If

No = 454. Article 6 declared DEFEATED.
Yes = 387; No = 457.

so, shall the police

commission be chosen

Town

by:

Election, or

a.

Popular election

b.

Appointment by Governor with consent of the council?

at

Results of Article 6A.
Part a.

Partb.

Yes = 379;
Yes = 131;

No = 162
No = 250
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March

14,

1989

At 9:00 a.m. Moderator Sharon DeVries declared the polls open.
She commenced the reading of the Official Warrant. Town Clerk Jane
Ireland moved to waive the further reading of the Warrant, seconded

by Theresa Zartarian. So voted.

RECOUNT

PETITION

A petition to recount the votes cast for Planning Board candidates
was received, and accordingly a Recount was held Monday, March 20,
1989 at Town Hall. The results of the recount are as follows:
James D. Brown received 441 votes.
Patrick

McKeon

received 396 votes.

John E. Provencher received 320 votes.
Brenda J. Semprini received 422 votes.
Mr. Brown and Mrs. Semprini were declared the winners.

ATTEST: Jane

E.

Ireland,

Town

Clerk
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In

the absence of School Moderator Gary Holmes, Mrs. DeVries

read the School District Warrant.

to

Moderator Sharon DeVries announced that Absentee
cast at 2:00 p.m. and read the required notice.

Ballots

were

be

Ballot voting ensued. (School District results are

School

recorded by the

District Clerk.)

At 7:00 p.m. the Moderator

announced the

closing of the polls.

It

was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting to the Junior High
School at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 18, 1989.

March

18,

1989

At 10:08 a.m. on the 18th day of March 1989, the business portion of
the Annual Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator Sharon
DeVries. Mrs. DeVries introduced herself and explained that anyone

who wanted

to vote

which would

must obtain

identify

them

a

blue card from the checklist ladies

as registered voters for

the purpose of

casting their secret yes/no ballots. She explained that

we would be

having two secret ballots and that the polls would be open for an hour
on each of the respective questions. She asked any non-registered
voters in the town to sit on the sidelines of the gymnasium.
Timothy Quinn, Boyscout, and Jillian Provencher, Girl Scout led
the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. The Moderator introduced
those at the podium: Town Clerk Jane Ireland, Town Counsel Michael
McCarthy, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen Susan Elsea, Selectmen

Tobey and John Coffey, and Administrative Assistant to the
Selectmen Janet Thompson.
Mrs. DeVries thanked the Supervisors of the Checklist and the
Election Workers. She extended condolences to the family of Judge
Thomas Flynn, who passed away this weekend. She also thanked the
Police and Firefighters' Associations for providing meals for the
Election Workers and mentioned that the Firefighters' Wives were
providing lunch today. Mrs. DeVries introduced guests as follows:
from Water Supply and Pollution Control, Mr. Alden Howard who will
be speaking to the sewer project issue; from the State Attorney
General's Office, Mr. Jeff Huntington; the Architect for the Police
Station, J. Brud Weger.
Moderator DeVries stated the groundrules for the meeting.
Warrant articles would be taken up in numerical order. She said she
would generally recognize the sponsor of an article first if he or she
wishes to speak, and then open it for discussion. Mrs. DeVries said she
would attempt to let anyone who wishes to speak have an opportunity
Jack
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be heard before allowing anyone to speak again on the same
motion or matter. All comments are to be directed through the
Moderator. Unless a ballot vote is required or requested by petition,
we will be voting by hand. Speakers should state their name and
address. Motions to amend must be in writing. Motions for Reconsideration must come directly after the vote has been taken. A motion
for reconsideration must be made by someone from the prevailing
side. With respect to secret ballots, RSA 40 A & B are the statutes which
govern. Before we take a vote the request must be made by five voters
in writing. After the vote it must be by seven voters, in writing.
Moderator DeVries announced the results of Tuesday's Election.
She informed the assembly of a request for recount of the Planning
Board candidates and announced that the recount would be held on
Monday, March 20th at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. She asked if those
elected to office could be available at the end of the meeting to be
sworn into office.
to

ARTICLE 7.
sum of five

Town

vote to raise and appropriate the
dollars ($5,200,000) for the
purpose of constructing and equipping a primary wastewater treatment
facility, gravity sewers, and sewage pumping stations and ocean
outfall,
a.

and

To see

million,

said

if

sum

will

to be raised as follows:

Three million,

($3,626,000) of said

the

two hundred thousand

six

sum

hundred and twenty

six

thousand dollars
bonds or

to be raised by the issuance of serial

notes not to exceed under and in compliance with the provision of the
Municipal Finance Act (N.H. R.S.A. 33:1 et., seq. as amended), and to
authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes to
determine the rate of interest thereof, and to take such actions as may
be necessary to effect the issuance, negotiation, sale and delivery of
such bonds or notes as shall be in the best interest of the Town of Rye.
b.
One million, five hundred and seventy four thousand dollars
($1,574,000) is to be raised from a federal grant or grants for the project.

The provisions for the withdrawal and expenditure of funds,
acceptance of contributions from any and all lawful sources and
expenditure of same, and all other matters relating thereto are to be
delegated to the Selectmen.
(This article requires a two-thirds vote.)
it was moved by John Coffey and
seconded by Susan Elsea to adopt this article. The moderator called on
Chairman Elsea to commence discussion. Ms. Elsea pointed out that
Rye cannot be too proud of itself for dumping raw sewage in the
ocean. She said the time has come for us to "clean up our act". She said
it's time to bite the bullet and urged passage of this article. Mr. Tobey
said this has been a project that not everyone was in favor of and today

After the reading of the article,
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H

he asked that the voters look to the future. He urged a yes vote for this
Mr. Coffey said the Board's efforts to curtail the need for this
system have been unsuccessful. He said v^e have to correct the
situation of the pollution. He also urged passage of this article. The
Moderator called on Alden Howard who is Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Services and also a resident of Rye. Mr.
Howard said this was a difficult position for him. The Town of Rye has
been in violation of both the Federal Clean Water Act and RSA 149 of
the State of N.H. Water Pollution Control legislation since 1981. We
have been dumping raw sewage into the ocean and this situation must
be corrected under the law. The delays on this project have and will
cost the town considerable monies. One of the costs we are going to
have to bear is that of increased construction cost. There is another
very serious cost increase that results from that delay and that the EPA
has changed guidelines to mandatory on the discharge limitations
from whatever facility we build. A lot of people think septic systems
can be done. It has been the policy of the State of New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services (formerly N.H.W.S.P.C.) since
the very beginning, that a subsurface system (septic systems) to solve
the problems in Rye Beach is not an acceptable long term solution.
This fact is based on a report that was submitted in 1981 to the town
which pointed out that all the lots in that area could not support a
subsurface system (some could, but most could not). There is a recent
report which was done by Kimball Chase Engineers the purpose of
which was to give this Board of Selectmen information so they could
see for themselves and bring before the Town Meeting, which simply
re-enforces the position of the State of New Hampshire. It is not a
change of policy in the State - we simply say it is not a long term
solution. The order has been issued, Mr. Howard said, and it won't be
changed. It must remain the way it is for engineering reasons. Mr.
Howard explained why he had turned the lack of action problem over
1. to get on with
to the Attorney General's office last September.
the project and eliminate this raw discharge, 2. to protect the 301
Waiver that we may possibly lose in the process, which would be
extremely expensive for the town, and 3. to prevent the possibility
of having the Federal Government through the Department of Justice
coming in to take the town to court themselves. Mr. Howard said this
Board of Selectmen has been nothing but cooperative with the state
and are very desirous to see this project proceed because they
recognize the problem that the town is in and were very responsible in
signing the Consent Decree before February 28th of this year. If the
Board had not signed the decree by that date the town would very
likely have lost the 301 H waiver which could bringthecostof this toas
high as ten to fifteen million dollars, as we'd have to build both a
primary and secondary plant. Mr. Howard said that if we miss the
issue.
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compliance date we're talking $1,000 a day penalty to the Town of Rye.
If today this body does not approve this article, the Selectmen have only
one alternative and that is to turn around and immediately reschedule
another Town Meeting so that again we can try to get that vote. In the
meantime fines are going to be imposed on the town. Rye is the only
town in the State of New Hampshire that is in violation of the Clean
Water Act and State Law that is not under a consent order and under
construction or

in

the process of construction.
said the Consent Decree has

Town Counsel Michael McCarthy
been signed and

filed

with Superior Court.

He said that the Selectmen

the Town's best interest because this was something that
needed to be done to be in compliance with both Federal and State
law. The major issue before this body is to appropriate the money, and

have acted

in

he urged passage of the article.
At this point Bob O'Brien asked the moderator

if
he might
drowning in a sea of effluent, let's not
drown in a sea of words. We have no choice but to accept this he said,
and moved the question. The concensus was to allow the sponsors to
complete their presentation before entertaining a motion to move the
question, as was stated in the groundrules.

interject, saying that

we

are

Huntington, Attorney General's Office, said that the Attorney
General's office has dealt with the Town of Rye and negotiated the
Consent Decree with the Selectmen in a manner that is consistent with
towns from Berlin and Littleton to Nashua and Manchester, Dover,
Winchester, Walpole, Goffstown, across the state. He said the
compliance schedule is one which is reasonable and not be assessed
any more penalties if the town is allowed to begin construction.
Mr. Pappas, Kimball Chase Engineers, introduced David McAnaney,
saying that he has been working intimately with the project for the last
two years. Mr. McAnaney displayed a diagram which depicted the
pathof the proposed sewer through the Rye Beach and jenness Beach
Districts. He said there are fifty seven (57) potential users in the Rye
Beach District and seventy six (76) potential users in jenness Beach. Mr.
McAnaney also displayed a rendering of the proposed treatment plant
and explained the construction sequence schedule. The plant is to be
in full operation by August 1, 1991. Mr. McAnaney spoke to the
Jeff

financing of the project which is 5.2 million dollars of which 60% of the
capital portion is to be paid by the users of the system and 40% by tax
burden. At the present time, a typical user fee might be $1,661.00 per

year and the present tax burden would be

27.5(1:

per thousand dollars

valuation.

The moderator asked for a second to Mr. O'Brien's motion to move
the question. Leon Valley seconded the motion. The moderator called
for a show of hands, saying that this would require 2/3 majority. Mr.
O'Brien clarified that the effect of this vote would be to limit debate
68

and call for a vote on the article. Show of Hands. Yes = 251; No = 142.
Motion to move the question is defeated.
Harold Sleeper said six years ago we voted almost two million and
that this would be added ontothetopof this so that we would end up
with seven million rather than 5.2 million. The moderator asked if the
Board of Selectmen would like to address this, to which Mr. Tobey
responded that he'd like a minute to investigate this question. Judge
Douglas Gray asked how many houses on South and Sea Roads are
now polluting. Mr. Howard said a raw discharge is illegal and it didn't
matter whether it was one house or many. Judge Gray said Rye is not
polluting, rather certain people in Rye are polluting. He asked if when
his septic system fails on Patriot's Way, are they going to throw in a
couple of bucks for me too? Mr. Howard responded that he's told that
the Town of Rye owns the collection system, so legally the Town of Rye
is in violation because the discharge is from a system which is owned
bytheTownof Rye. Mr. Ernest"Pete"TuckerofWallis Road said he'd
done some research of the Town records and he'd found that the
Town could put a cease and desist on those polluters and avoid the
sewer.

Tom Longworth spoke about the inflation of interest rates and said
week. Is that Democracy or is that
Bureaucracy he asked? To much applause, Mr. Longworth commented
that if he were making a choice at this time he wouldn't hire Kimball
Chase who were going to be making a commission on 5.2 million
dollars. This seems like conflict of interest to me.
Mrs, Bettey Tobey said she hoped people would vote based on the
facts and not just on emotion. She asked if Mr. Howard would explain
to these people what would happen if cease and desist orders were
issued. She said too, that we're talking here about excluding certain
people from the town - many people don't have any children in the
school system either but they still pay their fair share of school taxes. A
that each user could pay $41, $42 per

democracy

is

not free.

Mr. Howard said there

is no cease and desist order because the
Consent Decree overrides any order of that nature. He said you
cannot abandon these people and if there is only one house that
cannot comply you would have to build this plant, unless the town is
willing to buy that property and destroy that house.
Joe Tucker asked the engineers why a holding tank could not be
allowed, Mr. McAnaney responded that a holdingtank would require
a waiver which is not available, Mr, Howard said a holding tank is
allowed only for a failed system. This is not a "failed system". To this
Mr. Tucker said that he, as a building contractor, had installed holding

tanks

in lieu of a leach field with the approval of N.H.W.S.P.C.
pointed out that these were not failed systems.
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He

Lester Stevens asked why we hadn't had a second opinion. He said
looked to him like we have the fox in the henhouse!
Jeff Huntington spoke of the different studies which have been
done and of the recent effort to review this again, searching for
alternatives. He said it is not failed systems which are creating the
problem, but one collection system which serves twenty-seven homes
and is owned by the Town of Rye, which is dumping raw sewage into
the ocean. The Treatment Plant which is to be constructed will serve
it

133

homes

in

Rye.

Arthur Bunce spoke of the waivers required for onsite systems and
of alternatives used in other states.
Ann O'Sullivan spoke of EPA approved alternatives she has seen in
another state and she suggested that the State of New Hampshire
should look into these.
Rep. Gene Ritzo asked the engineers to explain what this plant
which is described as a "large septic system" is and what its capacity is.
To this Mr. McAnaney responded that the large septic system design
was one which was approved by the state for the Rye Beach District
prior to the changes in the Clean Water Act amendment which
required full primary treatment. In order to meet those requirements
the large septic tank design will be eliminated and replaced with

sedimentation tanks that allow the solid materials in the sewage to
settle out. The clear water which would then overflow at the top would
have approximately 30% of the solid material removed would then be
chlorinated and discharged into the ocean. In response to another
question, Mr. McAnaney said that the septic system does not meet the
requirements of primary treatment, that is 30% removal of solids and
30% removal of B.O.D. Mr. Ritzo asked if this meant 70% of the
effluent still remained to be treated with chlorine to some degree and
then discharged into the ocean? The response is that this is correct.
Rep. Ritzo said he did not think that was a solution.
Rep. Elizabeth Greene said she's been in on this from the
beginning and that she thought most people knew how they wanted
to vote on this. She moved the question. Her motion was seconded
and Moderator Sharon DeVries called for a show of hands. 2/3
required. Question

moved.

commenced on Article 7. The ballot
minimum of one hour and a 2/3 majority is

At 11:40 the secret ballot voting

box must remain open

a

required.

At 12:45 the Ballot box was closed and the votes counted.
Results of voting on Article 7: Yes = 160; No = 300. Article 7

DECLARED DEFEATED.
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is

ARTICLE

8.

To see

if

the

Town

will

vote to:

Raise and appropriate the sunn of four hundred and eighteen

a.

purpose of construction of a new
septic system which will be used
by both the Town Hall and Police Station, and to extend the Town Hall
parking area by sixteen (16) additional parking spaces, and said sum to
be raised by the issuance of serial bonds or notes not to exceed under
and in compliance with the provision of the Municipal Finance Act
(N.H. R.S.A. 33:1 et., seq. as amended), and to authorize the Selectmen
to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes to determine the rate of
interest thereof, and to take such other actions as may be necessary to
effect the issuance, negotiation, sale and delivery of such bonds or
notes as shall be in the best interest of the Town of Rye.
Authorize the Selectmen to enter into agreements and
b.
contracts and to take any other action necessary to construct and
furnish said building and to accept state and/or federal grants in aid of
said project; and
Any other action in connection with the foregoing matters or
c.
any of them,
thousand dollars ($418,000)

Town

for the

Police Station including a

new

(This article requires a two-thirds vote.)

The Moderator pointed out to the assembly that Article 18 relates
and that we would vote on Article 18 in its order,
however that she would permit discussion on it in association with

to this Article

Article
It

8.

was moved by Susan

Article

Elsea,

seconded by Jack Tobey, to adopt

8.

Ms. Elsea told the assembly that if they would visit the present
would certainly recognize the need for something
larger and more modern. She urged passage of this article.
Chief Walter Dockham informed the body that the Selectmen had
appointed a committee to study the feasibility of a police station, and a
site. A sub-committee reviewed different sites throughout the town.
Eleven architects, responded to our requests for bid. After many
meetings, the committee picked J. Brud Weger as architect for the new
police facility they

police station.
Bill

Jen ness. Chairman of Sub-Committee for Site Review, spoke of
sites and told the assembly of the process the committee

the different

followed in arriving at the site finally picked in the park near the
cemetery and town hall.
Architect J. Brud Weger said this plan represents hundreds of hours
work by the Building Committee and himself, to deliver to the town
the very best solution to the problem. He explained that many people
thought the park area was the cemetery but it is really not. The
cemetery would never be able to use that piece of property because
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by state statute graves cannot be closer than one hundred feet from

a

road. Curiously enough, a building can be placed adjacent to the

cemetery. Mr. Weger wenton to explain his design and the reasoning
behind it. Inclosing, he said if you think Rye needs a Police Station, this
is the place to put it. It works very well.
Judy Tracey said she considers this a good investment. For every
hundred thousand dollars of your assessment, it's going to cost you
$24.00 a year for five years. Mrs. Tracey pointed out that current
at the Police Department are deplorable. She displayed
photographs of the interior and said it was an embarrassment to the
town. She urged passage of the article.
Jim Brown spoke of the small area that the police force is trying to

conditions

work with

at present.

At this point

in

He

said

it's

a sad looking place.

the meeting the moderator announced that the

from Article 7 were ready (results recorded on page 12).
Mr. Tobey moved to Reconsider Article 7, seconded by Susan

results

Elsea.

A motion was made and seconded to suspend debate on the Police
Show of hands: Results of vote on motion to

Station issue, at this time.

suspend debate; Motion defeated.
Selectman Tobey reserved the right to move to Reconsider Article
7 after the conclusion of discussion on Article 8.
Discussion resumed on Article 8:
Mr. John Coffey asked why the need for holding cells in the new

Dockham explained that these do not replace the
procedure at Brentwood but are meant for short-term holding.
The need for monitoring was discussed.
Lester Stevens spoke of the growth of the town and said he was very
much in favor of this plan. He urged passage of the article. Rep. Ritzo
asked if it would be open 24 hours a day and Chief Dockham explained
that it would not be, that it would be manned electronically when the
Police Station. Chief

jailing

dispatcher/secretary

is

not there back to the Fire Station for dispatching

from Mr. Ritzo,
cell would be
supervised by an officer in the building at all times and if a prisoner
needed to be held for any length of time, he/she would be taken to
Brentwood as they are now. Corey Longstreet asked about the septic
system. Norman Kent asked the reason for five year financing. Fire
Chief Moynahan said the Police Department has been in the Fire
Station for about 35 years, and that he thought it was time they moved
on. He spoke of the liability involved with trying to work with their
present facility. Howard Heflin said right now we have the distilled
wisdom of years. He said we've got the lowest price, the best plan that
looks imminently workable. He moved the question.
of the police cruisers. In response to another question

the chief explained that any prisoner
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in

the holding

Mr. Steven seconded the motion to move the question. Show of
Hands: The moderator announced that the vote carried and called for
the vote of Article

8.

commenced on Article 8.
minimum of one full hour. A

At 1:15 p.m. the voting by secret ballot

The

ballot

box must remain open

two-thirds majority vote

is

a

required for passage.

At 2:30 p.m. the Ballot Box was closed and the votes counted.
Resultsof voting on Article 8: Yes = 297; No = 150. (In order to pass the

needed 298 votes.) The moderator asked that the ballots be
re-counted. The results were the same. Articles is declared DEFEATED.
Mr. Tobey again moved to reconsider Article 1 seconded by Susan
Elsea. The moderator explained what the motion meant. Mr. O'Brien
questioned Mr. Tobey's right to question the results of the vote. The
moderator explained that RSA 33:8a governs exactly this question: IV
Upon favorable approval on motions to reconsider the vote on a bond
or note issue under paragraphs 1 and 1, actual reconsideration of the
bond issue shall not take place until the expiration of at least seven
days from the date on which the original vote on the motion was
taken. Notice of time and place where the reconsideration shall take
place shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
municipality at least two days before the reconsideration vote. Mrs.
DeVries further explained that this meant if this motion to reconsider
passes, another meeting is scheduled to discuss the substantive issue.
Town Counsel Michael McCarthy said the alternative to this is to
article

,

require the Selectmen to petition the Superior Court for another
Special

Town Meeting on

this issue.

the explanation, he would withdraw

Mr. O'Brien said that
his

in

view of

objection.

Walter Boryszewski suggested the town should look for other
methods of solving the problem. Mr. Tobey said bethought not all the
questions were answered and perhaps at another time it could be
done better. Ernest Tucker said the Selectmen are misinformed and
that this is not a town sewer system. He stated that this is a private sewer
system controlled, regulated and built by Rye Beach Sewer

Commissioners.

The moderator reminded the assembly that the motion was to
reconsider and we should address that issue.
After brief discussion pertaining to questions and choices, John
Coffey said there is a lengthy agenda, and he said the motion should
be reconsidered. He moved the question. His motion was seconded.
Show of Hands: The moderator declared the question moved.
Mr. Snyder noted that no matter how this is done, we're going to
talk about this again. Ms. Elsea said if we do not vote to reconsider this
article then we will be forced to file a petition in Superior Court for a
Special

Town Meeting

to bring the subject
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up

again.

Judge Douglas Gray asked for a point of order. The petition they
is for an emergency meeting and we have just voted two to one
that there is apparently no emergency. And those petitions are
approved by judges (I happen to be one of them) with nobody around
unless someone's there to speak against them. I'll guarantee you that
when they file a petition for a Special Town Meeting (I work in the
same building), I'm going to speak on it.
Show of Hands: On the motion to Reconsider Article 1, the
moderator declared the motion defeated.
will file

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
two hundred dollars ($7,200) of which four
thousand two hundred and twenty one dollars ($4,721) will be
reimbursed by a grant from NH The Beautiful, Concord, NH for the
purpose of purchasing and installing a plastics granulator for the Town

ARTICLE

sum

9.

To see

if

the

of seven thousand

Dump.
It

was moved by jack Tobey and seconded by Jack Squires, to adopt

this article.

An amendment from Patricia Frim read as follows: To see if the
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of nine thousand two
hundred and thirty five dollars ($9,235) of which four thousand six
hundred and seventeen ($4,617) will be reimbursed by a grant from
the NH the Beautiful, Concord, NH for the purpose of purchasing and
installing a plastics granulator for the

Town Dump.

The motion to amend was seconded by John Coffey. Mrs. Frim
spoke to the amendment and said the wrong figures were put in the
original article.

Mr. Coffey said

was

understanding that this article as
town. He urged passage.
Jack Squires said we're breaking the law by not being able to recycle
plastics. We're asking for money so we can buy this thing and comply
with the law. Ruthann Swaincott asked guidelines on which types of
plastics were recyclable. Mr. Squires assured her that those would be
forthcoming.
it

amended, would have

his

a cost benefit to the

The motion was made and seconded to move the question, as
amended. The moderator declared the motion carried.
The moderator called for a vote on the amendment to the article.
John Coffey moved to adopt Article 9, as amended. His motion was
seconded. Show of Hands: Article 9, as amended, is declared adopted.

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sumof fifteen thousand four hundred and fifty dollars ($15,450) for the
purpose of conducting work relative to the implementation of Open
Marsh Water Management.
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It

was moved by Susan

Elsea,

seconded by jack Tobey,

to adopt this

article.

McKeon

he can't find any record where the town's
this expenditure. He said he hadn't read any
report of the study done last year. He spoke about the operating costs
for the town. Therefore, he moved to amend the article as follows: to
reduce the Article by $15,450. Dwight Hamsley seconded Mr. McKeon's
amendment. Sarah MacGregor said she hoped her report on page 26
of the Town Report had been read by those present.
Mrs. MacGregor said this is a long term project and has many
benefits. If you defeat this warrant article you are telling us you want us
to continue to use pesticides on our marshes. Susan Elsea spoke of the
benefits to the livelihood of those who rely on the shellfish which
spend a part of their lives being nurtured in those marshes.
Dwight Hamsley spoke of the detriment to the marsh caused by the
all terrain vehicle used by the Mosquito Control people. He suggested
people shoud use repellent and wear long sleeves. Steve Morang, a
member of the Rye Conservation Commission, said this article would
eliminate pesticides and bring the marshes back to the way they were
before. He urged approval of this article. Lester Stevens said he had
read the report on this study and was in favor of this article.
Patrick

said

Mosquito Control okayed

Sarah

MacGregor moved

to

amend

the

article, as follows:

if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen
thousand, four hundred and fifty dollars ($15,450) for the purpose of
conducting work relative to but not including the implementation of
open marsh water management.

To see

The motion

to

amend was seconded by Ms.

Elsea.

John Coffey said this looks like a "money pit" and said he was not in
response to a question, Mrs. MacGregor explained the many
actions which must be taken in order to implement the open marsh
water management and said this article was to get ready for this
implementation.
Mr. O'Brien asked for a point of order, asking how we could
handle two amendments at the same time. The moderator addressed
his concern and ruled that this was in order as long as we could
favor. In

manage

it.

Laura Famolare said the required permits will not be issued unless
all research is done. Mr. O'Brien said many years ago his children
could not go out the door in the summer because of the mosquito

problem. The magnitudeof the problem was that visitors were staying
away from Rye. Some type of program is necessary and natural control
is the way to go. He supported the article. Pete Smith brought up
another point of order. Rep. Ritzo asked if Sarah was a salaried
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employee

of the town. Ms. Elsea answered his question and others,

saying that the operating budget for Mosquito Control

is

separate

from this Open Marsh Water Management study.
Mr. Coffey said in his neighborhood he can't send his six year old
son outside because he's followed by a swarm of mosquitos.
Frances Goss asked if property owners had to allow this on their
marshes, to which Mrs. MacGregor responded that property owner's
wishes would be honored.
It was moved and seconded to limit debate.
Show of Hands: Debate limited.
Show of hands on amendment to add three words "but not
included" to the article: Moderator declares the vote carries and
is amended.
The moderator re-read the article as now amended. She called for a
vote on the article, as amended.
Show of Hands. Yes = 194; No = 131. Article 10, as amended,
declared ADOPTED. (Mr. McKeon withdrew his amendment.)

Article 10

ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for the purpose of
acquiring a new, accurate base tax map, and the said sum to be raised
as follows:

thousand dollars

be raised by taxes.
withdrawn from the
b.
Reserve
for
this
established
Capital
Fund
purpose.
previously
a.

Sixty five

($65,000) to

Thirty fivethousand dollars ($35,000) to be

It

was moved by James Brown and seconded by Rep. Ritzo to adopt

this Article.

Mr. Brown spoke of the need for the new tax maps.
Harold Sleeper asked if this would be a contour map and include
." Other speakers on
wetlands. Mr. Brown answered "initially, no
this subject were Gene Ritzo, Richard Sherwin, Jan Aase and Brenda
Semprini. Fire Chief Moynahan also addressed the need for better
mapping of the town.
It was moved and seconded to moved the question. Show of
hands: The moderator ruled that the vote carried and the question is
moved. She called for a vote on Article 11.
Show of Hands: Yes = 146; No = 127. Article 11 declared ADOPTED.
.

ARTICLE 12.

sum

To see

if

the

Town will

.

vote to raise and appropriate the
added to the

of seventy five thousand dollars ($75,000) to be

Fund previously established.
was moved by Jack Tobey, seconded by Jeanne Loudon, to adopt
this article. After Christi Hassel-Shearer, Marguerite Kelly, and Guy
Buesing spoke on the article, Patrick McKeon moved to reduce the
Library Capital Reserve
It
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amount

motion was seconded.
was in favor of the amendment because he
felt the school libraries has a bigger need. Susan Reynolds, a teacher,
said the idea was to teach children how to seek out information on
their own. Brenda Semprini and Bob Barber spoke on the subject.
Susan Elsea moved the question, seconded by Jane Ireland. Show of
Hands: Question declared moved.
The moderator called for a vote on the amendment to Article 12.
to $30,000. His

Lester Stevens said he

Show

of Hands.

Amendment

The moderator
Article 12 declared

ARTICLE

On

13.

declared defeated.

called for a vote

on

Article 12.

Show

of Hands.

ADOPTED.
petition of James D.

Brown and eleven

(11)

other

Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote to raise and
the sum of sixty five thousand dollars ($65,000) for the

voters of the

appropriate
purpose of acquiring
the

sum

a

of thirty five

Reserve Fund for

this

new, accurate base tax map, and to withdraw
thousand dollars ($35,000) from the Capital

purpose.

was moved by James Brown to withdraw Article 13. Mr. Tobey
seconded the motion. The moderator called for a vote on the motion
to withdraw. Show of Hands: Article 13 is withdrawn.
It

ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for the purpose of constructing
and equipping a Mosquito Control Department building.
It was moved by Susan Elsea and seconded by Nanci Crosbie, to
adopt this article.
Donald DeFazioand Dwight Hamsleyspokeagainstthearticle. Mr.
Snyder moved the question. His motion was seconded. Show of
Hands: Question declared moved. The moderator called for a vote on
Article 14. Show of Hands: Article 14 is declared DEFEATED.

ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of fourteen thousand five hundred dollars ($14,500) to purchase a

wood
It

chipper for the

Town Dump.

was moved by Susan

Elsea

and seconded by Jack Tobey, to adopt

Article 15.

Mr. Snyder said this article is not recommended by the Budget
Committee, and asked why.
Paula Snyder, Budget Committee Chairwoman, responded that
during meetingsoftheCommitteetherewere statements madeabout
using it for demolition material and that there could be nails in the
planks, etc., so the vote of the Budget Committee was to not

recommend.

Jack Squires of the Dump Committee spoke on behalf of this
explaining the benefits to the town of having this wood
chipper. Mr. Stevens asked if there would be a charge for these wood
article,

would be free.
Charles Sleeper moved the question. His motion was seconded and a
Hand Vote taken. The moderator declared the question moved.
The moderator called for a vote on Article 15. Show of Hands:
chips, to

which Mr. Squires responded

Article 15 declared

ARTICLE

16.

On

that they

ADOPTED.
petition of John

W.

Patrick

and seventy four

(74)

other voters of the Town of Rye are you in favor of putting a spending
cap on this years Town of Rye Gross Budget and the Rye School District

Gross Budget limiting the increase over last years (1988) respective
town and school budgets to be no more than the consumer price
index (CPI), 'the rate of inflation', developed by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and issued October 1988, less those items over which the

town and school have no
1.
2.
3.

control:

County Taxes.
Bond Issues for

Capital Improvements.
School tuition for Portsmouth High School which

is

set

by the

state.

The moderator stated that she had been requested by Mr. Patrick
to specifically mention that this petition was not initiated by him and
that his name was placed at the top for some reason unknown to him.
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article.
Town Counsel Michael McCarthy stated that voting in the affirmative for this article will have no legal effect other than to convey a
message. It is not legally binding on the town because the process of
the Municipal Budget Act allows for appropriations through the
Budget Committee and Public Hearings and voting for this article will
not change that procedure.

A motion was made and seconded to move the question. Show of
hands: Question moved. Show of Hands on Article 16: Yes = 108; No =
93. Article 16 is declared ADOPTED.
17.
To see if the Town will vote to accept the budget,
submitted by the Budget Committee and pass any vote in relation
thereto, and to raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be

ARTICLE

necessary to defray town charges for the calendar 1989.
It was moved by Jack Tobey and seconded by Paula Snyder to adopt
this article.

Mrs. Snyder, Budget Committee Chairwoman, stated that the
at this time to be approved is $2,730,832.

budget
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jack Squires

#64

in

the

moved

amount

to

amend

the budget by increasing line item

of $17,500 for the purchase of a 1989 3/4 ton pickup

Highway Department.
Tobey has seconded the motion, Mr. Squires spoke to his
amendment. The moderator called for a vote on the amendment to
truck with plow, for the
After Mr.

Show of Hands: Yes

the budget.

PASSED,

(to

item #52

in

= 94;

No

= 91.

Amendment declared

add $17,500 to budget)
Richard Sherwin moved to amend the budget by reducing
the

amount

of $100,000 to a

new

line

figure of $600.

Mr. Sherwin spoke to his amendment. Other speakers were Laura
Famolare, Patrick McKeon, Richard Sherwin, Sarah MacGregor and
Janet

Thompson. The moderator

to the budget.

Show

of Hands:

called for a vote

Amendment

on the amendment

declared DEFEATED.

After the motion to move the question was made and seconded,
was voted by a show of hands.

it

VOTE ON BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,748,332.00. SHOW OF
HANDS. BUDGET OF $2,748,332.00 DECLARED ADOPTED.
To see if the Town will vote to release from dedication
Cemetery Park needed to construct a new Town Police
Station said parcel of land bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at a point on the southeasterly corner of the within
described premises thence running easterly along the edge of the
cemetery roadway a distance of eighty five (85) feet more or less to a
point thence turning and running in a northerly distance parallel to
the cemetery stone wall a distance of one hundred and eighteen (118)

ARTICLE

18.

that portion of

feet

more

or less to a point, thence turning westerly along other land
of Rye a distance of eighty five (85) feet more or less to a
the stonewall, thence turning and running southerly along

of the

Town

point

in

said stonewall adistanceof

one hundred and eighteen

(118) feet

more

or less to a point of beginning.
This conveyance is subject to the restriction that said land may only
be used for construction of a police station or used in association with
the cemetery.
It was moved by John Coffey to indefinitely postpone Article 18.
His motion was seconded by Mr. Tobey. The moderator called for a
vote on the motion to indefinitely postpone. Show of Hands: Article
18 is declared Indefinitely Postponed.

On petitionofjeannette P. Conway and forty seven (47)
other voters of the Town of Rye are you in favor of the Town of Rye
rejoining the Rockingham Planning Commission in lieu of employing

ARTICLE 19.

a private consultant.
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was moved and seconded, discussions ensued relative to
Brenda Semprini spoke of the quality of work presently
available to the Planning Board through their consultant. After brief
discussion, Charles Sleeper moved the question, seconded by Jack
Tobey. Show of Hands: Question moved.
The moderator called for a vote on Article 19. Show of Hands:
Article 19 declared DEFEATED.
After

it

this article.

On petition of Corey D. Longstreet and eleven (11)
20.
other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote to
authorize the Selectmen to accept on behalf of the Town, a deed to a
certain road known as "Hunters Run". The same being completed
according to the specifications approved by the Planning Board and
the Selectmen, and further that the Director of Public Works and
Highways shall confirm to the Selectmen that said road is in conformity

ARTICLE

with such specifications.
It was moved by Bill Jenness and seconded by Jack Tobey to adopt
this article. No discussion. Show of Hands: Article 20 is declared

ADOPTED.

On

Cote and thirteen (13) other
Rye to see if the Town will vote to convey by
deed to Advanced Equipment Company, Inc., any interest the Town
may have in the "paper street" abutting Lot No. 90, Fair Hill Estates, Off
Parsons Road. We understand that the purpose of the conveyance is to
create good record title for the property and that the "paper street"
has already been released from Town use automatically under New
Hampshire law.
The moderator announced that she was in receipt of a letter from
Ted Wiebold which indicated that if this article was passed it would
effectively landlock his property and accordingly he was submitting an

ARTICLE

21.

voters of the

amendment

petition of Lucretia

Town

of

to this article.

Mr. Wiebold's amendment was moved as follows: To add the
following words as underlined to the article. "Advanced Equipment
."
Company, Inc., and all abutters, any interest
.

.

Ms. Elsea seconded the motion. A point of order established that
Mr, Wiebold was present at this meeting and submitted the proposed

amendment.
The moderator called for a vote on Article 21, as amended. Show of
Hands: Article 21, as amended, is declared ADOPTED.
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On petition of Ernest E. Tucker and thirty seven (37)
22.
other voters of the Town of Rye are you in favor of the elimination of
the position of the Administrative Assistant to the Selectmen that was
approved at the 1987 Town Meeting?
It was moved by Mrs. Semprini and seconded by Mr. Sherwin, to
adopt this article. Mr. Tobey spoke to the article, saying he was at a loss
as to why this article was ever submitted. He said he wasn't sure if it was
ARTICLE

personality or position that was being questioned. Mr.

Tobey

stated

that this very seriously directly effects a dedicated, diligent, hard-

working, pleasant individual

who is employed

by the town atthistime.
postpone the article. His motion was
seconded by Susan Elsea. The moderator called for a vote on his
motion to indefinitely postpone: Show of Hands: Article 22 is declared
indefinitely Postponed.

He moved

ARTICLE

23.

voters of the

to indefinitely

On

petition of Robert V. O'Brien

Town

of

Rye

to see

if

the

Town

and eleven

(11)

other

of Rye, in recognition of

the decreasing availability of affordable housing, will direct the Board
of Selectmen, within thirty days (30) of this meeting, to appoint an
affordable housing committee. This committee, within ninety (90)
days of appointment, shall make recommendations to the Board of
Selectmen as to possible solutions to the housing problem. The
Selectmen shall report on the proposed recommendations and make

recommendations
March, 1990.

for further solutions at the

Town Meeting

of

Mr. O'Brien moved, and Mr. McKeon seconded his motion, to
adopt this article. Mr. O'Brien spoke to the article and offered to serve
on the proposed committee.
Show of Hands: Article 23 is declared ADOPTED.
24.

On

voters of the

Town

ARTICLE

S. Remick and ten (10) other
Rye to see if the Town will vote to adopt a Beach
Flotation Device ordinance for the purpose of preserving and maintaining the public safety and welfare as follows:

petition of Darayl

of

The use of INFLATED flotation devices in the nature of tubes,
and floats, or similar devices, are prohibited from and on the
waters of the Town of Rye beaches.
2.
There shall be a fine of one hundred dollars ($100) maximum
for each violation of this ordinance.
1.

rafts,

was moved by Susan

Elsea, seconded by Jack Tobey, to adopt this
Brad Richards asked what the town considers to be the town
beaches of Rye. Ken Fox said this article refers to all beachfront
property in Rye. Mr. Fox spoke on behalf of this article.
It

article.
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After

some
Ann

discussion regarding the wording and the intent of

moved to indefinitely postpone the article.
Her motion was seconded and a HandCount was taken: Yes = 68; No =
41. Article 24 was declared Indefinitely Postponed.
Article 24,

ARTICLE

O'Sullivan

On

25.

voters of the

petition of John C. Squires

Town

of

Rye to see

if

the

Town

and fourteen
will

(14) other
vote to instruct the

town's representatives to the General Court to respond to our solid
waste crisis by taking all necessary measures to insure that New
Hampshire adopt legislation that will permit consumers to return for
refund of deposit within New Hampshire ail soda, beer, wine cooler
and liquor containers and that all unclaimed deposit monies shall be
collected by the state and no less than eighty percent (80%) shall be
returned annually to local municipalities for the sole purpose of
implementing, expanding and reimbursing community recycling
projects.

was moved and seconded to adopt this article as read.
some discussion about the merits of recycling, the moderator
called for a vote on Article 25. Show of Hands: Article 25 declared
It

After

ADOPTED.

On petition of Susan M. Moynahan and thirteen (13)
26.
other voters of the Town of Rye to see if the Town will vote to allow the
Rye Ambulance Corps., Inc. to continue to occupy the building at 37
Central Road for an additional five (5) years. Said location to be used
for meetings, training and storage of equipment, including the

ARTICLE

ambulance.
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article as read.
A motion was made and seconded to move the question.
The moderator called for a vote on Article 26. Show of Hands:
Article 26 declared

ADOPTED.

On petition of Karl F. Grunert and thirty three (33) other

ARTICLE 27.
voters of the

Town

of

Rye are you

in

favor of returning to a 'once-a-

was
approved by the Selectmen last year?
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article.
Mr. Coffey spoke in favor of the article and said he has been
consistently in favor of once-a-year billing. John Snyder asked how
much it costs the Town of Rye to borrow the money that we would
have in the till if we had twice-a-year billing? Paula Snyder answered
that twice-a-year billing would save the town $40,000. After more
discussion relative to the pros and cons of this question, Susan Elsea
moved the question, seconded by Jack Tobey. Show of Hands:

year' property tax billing in lieu of the'twice-a-year' billingwhich

ARTICLE 27

is

declared

ADOPTED.
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ARTICLE

28.

To see

if

the

Town

will

vote to eliminate

a five

percent

(5%) discount on all property taxes paid within thirty (30) days from the
date of mailing of the tax bills.

John Coffey moved, and his motion was seconded, to indefinitely
postpone Article 28. Show of Hands: Article 28 is declared Indefinitely
Postponed.

To see if the Town will adopt the provisions of RSA
29.
72:1-C which authorizes any town or city to elect not to assess, levy and

ARTICLE

collect a resident tax.
It

of

was moved and seconded to adopt Article

29, as read.

No discussion. The moderator called for a vote on Article 29. Show
Hands: Article 29 is declared ADOPTED.

ARTICLE

To see

30.

if

the

Town

Protection Association Life Safety

will

vote to adopt the National Fire
1988 edition. This standard

Code 101

reasonable degree of safety from fire in buildings and
may be fined as provided under R.S.A. 31:39 as
amended. (This article to repeal Article 25 of the 1978 Town Meeting.)
It was moved and seconded to adopt Article 30, as read.
Fire Chief George Moynahan explained the article to the assembly.
provides

a

structures. Violators

The moderator
Article 30

ARTICLE

is

called for a vote

declared

31.

To see

if

National Fire Prevention

the Town
Code 1987

provided under R.S.A. 31 :39
24 of the 1976

Town

on

Show

Article 30.

of Hands:

ADOPTED.

as

will

vote to adopt the B.O.C.A.

edition. Violators

amended.

may be fined

as

(This article to repeal Article

Meeting.)

was moved and seconded to adopt this article, as read.
No discussion. The moderator called for a vote on Article 31. Show
of Hands: Article 31 is declared ADOPTED.
It

ARTICLE

32.

To see

if

the

Town

will

vote to adopt the following

ordinance:
All buildings in

the

Town

to display a street

Building Inspector and displayed
a.

one

number

issued by the

the following manner:

minimum

of three

(3)

inches high and

half inch {V2) in width.

b.
if

Arabic numerals only, a

in

The number to be displayed atthesideof, or above front door
from the street, or on a sign or marker at street end of

readily visible

driveway or walk leading to the building.
c.
If the end of the building faces the street, the number to be
displayed on the corner adjacent to the front door and readily visible

from the

street.
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d.

For buildings set back from the street or obscured

in

any way,

number to be displayed on asignor marker at the street end of the

the

driveway or walk leading to the building.
All apartments, cabins, and other dwelling units are to have on
e.
site numbering system, said number to be displayed on or near
entrance to each unit.
Penalty for failure to display:

Written warning with thirty (30) days to correct.
First offense:
Second offense: Violation and may be fined as provided under
R.S.A. 31:39 (supplement)
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article, as read.
Chief Moynahan explained the article. There was some discussion
regarding the face that the Building Inspector would be "assigning"
rather than "issuing" these street numbers. It was decided that it was
not necessary, however, to amend the article.

After the motion was

the moderator called for
32

is

declared

made and seconded
a

vote on Article

32.

to move the question,
Show of Hands: Article

ADOPTED.

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following
33.
ordinance to regulate dogs in the Town of Rye:
Dogs will be allowed on any beach owned by the Town of Rye only
from 7 PM until 12 midnight and May 15 through September 1. The
only exception will be the area between Wallis Sands State Park and
Odiorne State Park where dogs and people are allowed except
between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 AM when the beach is closed.
It was moved and seconded to adopt Article 33, as read.
The problems of dogs on the beaches was discussed and Ms. Elsea
explained that this ordinance was meant to be somewhat of a
compromise. Which beaches affected by this was also discussed.
Discussion was closed when a motion was made and seconded to

ARTICLE

move

the question.

The moderator
Article 33

is

called for a vote

declared

on

Article 33.

Show

of Hands:

ADOPTED.

To see if the Town will vote to accept as a public road
Brook Lane as shown on a plan entitled Hallett Subdivision Plan
Number 3767, Sheet 3 of 3. This acceptance is conditioned upon the
final approval of the Town's Public Works Director and the Board of

ARTICLE 34.

Berry's

Selectmen.

was moved by Jack Tobey, seconded by Susan Elsea, to adopt
A motion was made and seconded to move the question.
The moderator called for a vote on Article 34. Show of Hands. Article
It

Article 34.

34

is

declared

ADOPTED.
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35:
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Planning
Board's site plan review authorization voted at the March, 1970 town
meeting, and as amended at the March, 1980 town meeting to include

ARTICLE

review to "change or expansion of use" of

tracts for non-residential

amendRSA 674:43 which became effective July 17, 1987.
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article. Mr. Brown said
this was a housekeeping item. A motion was made and seconded to
move the question. The moderator called for a vote on Article 35.
Show of Hands: Article 35 is declared ADOPTED.
uses or for multi-family dwelling units, as authorized by the

ment

to

ARTICLE
to

sell

36.

To see

if

the

Town

will

vote to authorize the Selectmen

to the highest bidder at public auction or sealed bid such surplus

Town equipment as is not traded
It was moved and seconded
moderator called
declared

for a vote

on

in

on new equipment

in

1989.

to adopt this article as read.

Article 36.

Show of Hands:

The

Article 36

is

ADOPTED.

ARTICLE 37. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article as read. The
moderator called for a vote on Article 37. Show of Hands: Article 37 is
declared

ADOPTED.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
and expend, without further action by the Town
Meeting, money from the State, Federal or governmental unit or
private sources which becomes available during the fiscal year.
Pursuant to NH RSA 31:95-b as amended.
It was moved and seconded to adopt this article as read. The
moderator called for a vote on Article 38. Show of Hands: Article 38 is

ARTICLE

38.

to apply for, accept

declared

ADOPTED.

ARTICLE

39.

before

this

To transact any other business which may

legally

come

meeting.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. So voted.
The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane

E.

Town

A

Ireland

Clerk

true record, ATTEST:

Jane

E.

Town
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Ireland,

Clerk

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
OF THE TOWN OF RYE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
JUNE

13,

1989

At 6:10 pm on the 13th day of June 1989 the Special Town Meeting
was called to order by Moderator Sharon DeVries. Mrs. DeVries asked
Rye voters with green cards to sit in the middleof the auditorium, and
those who were non-voters to sit in the perimeter seats.
Mrs. DeVries stated that this meeting was authorized by the
Superior Court on May 1st and May 19th, of 1989. She asked Dr.

O'Brien to lead the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Moderator introduced those at the podium: Jane Ireland,
Town Clerk; Mr. Alden Howard representing the State along with Mr.
Jeffrey Huntington who is with the Attorney General's office; Michael
McCarthy, Town Counsel; Susan Elsea, Chairman of the Board of
Selectmen; Jack Tobey and John Coffey, Selectmen; Janet Thompson,
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen; and Judy Doyle,
Selectmen's Secretary.

The Moderator

stated that she anticipated a substantial

amount

of

and said she hoped that all comments and
questions would be heard and answered heretonight.Thepurposeof
this meeting is to provide as much information as possible in a public
forum so that we can all make an informed judgement with regard to
the sewer proposal. She asked that those who wished to limit debate
refrain from doing so until we've had an ample opportunity to discuss
the issue. The moderator asked those who wished to speak to raise
their green cards as an indication. She asked, too, that all comments be
addressed to her as moderator. She requested that speakers state their
name and that any motions to amend be in writing and submitted to
her or the Town Clerk. Any motions for reconsideration of a vote will
be according to the statute. These motions must be made right after
the results of the vote are announced, by someone on the prevailing
side of the motion. Mrs. DeVries went on to say that we will have a
secret ballot on the bond issue; the polls will be open for one hour
discussion regarding Article

1

after the close of discussion.

Moderator DeVries indicated that with regard to Article One, she
would first recognize the Board of Selectmen and then their designees,
who would speak briefly about the project. She introduced the
members of the Ad Hoc committee, saying that they would have a
presentation. After this, the floor will be open to discussion.
Dr. O'Brien moved that the order of the articles be changed so that
the meeting would take up Article 2 and dispose of that first. His
motion was seconded.
The moderator restated his motion and called for a vote: Show of
Hands. Motion to consider Article 2 first is declared PASSED.
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ARTICLE

sum

2.

To see

if

One hundred

of

the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
twenty thousand ($120,000.) dollars to pay debt

on tax anticipation notes.
was moved by Jack Tobey and seconded by John Coffey to Adopt
Article 2. No discussion. The moderator called for a Show of Hands.

service
It

Article 2

is

declared

ADOPTED.

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
two hundred forty nine thousand dollars
($3,249,000.) for the purpose of constructing and equipping a primary
waste water treatment facility, gravity sewers, and sewage pumping
stations and ocean outfall, and said sum to be raised as follows:
Three million, one hundred and fifty one thousand dollars
($3,151,000) of said sum to be raised by the issuance of serial bonds or
notes not to exceed Three million, one hundred and fifty one
thousand dollars ($3,151,000) under and in compliance with the

ARTICLE

sum

1:

To see

if

the

of three million,

provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (N.H. R.S.A. 33:1

et.,

seq. as

amended), and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such
bonds or notes to determine the rate of interest thereof, and to take
such actions as may be necessary to effect the issuance, negotiation,
sale and delivery of such bonds or notes as shall be in the best interest
of the Town of Rye; and further to authorize the receipt and
expenditure of Ninety eight thousand dollars ($98,000) to be raised
from a federal grant or grants for the project to supplement the One
million four hundred seventy-six thousand ($1,476,000.) dollars in
federal grant funds presented at the March, 1983 Town Meeting
(bringing total federal grant funds to One million five hundred
seventy four thousand dollars ($1,574,000) and Four hundred seventy
five thousand ($475,000) dollars by issuance of serial bonds or notes
previously approved at the March 1983 Town Meeting (bringing total
serial bonds or notes to Three million six hundred and twenty six
thousand ($3,626,000) dollars, making the total cost of the project Five
million, two hundred thousand dollars ($5,200,000).
This Article requires a two-thirds vote.
It

was moved by Susan

Article

Elsea,

seconded by Jack Tobey, to adopt

1.

Discussion: Susan Elsea said this problem is not going to go away
and asked those present to listen carefully to the information about to
be provided.
Jack Tobey asked those present to look ahead, to look to the future.
We're not putting in the sewer for 24 families or 155 families. We're
hoping to insure cleaner water for future generations.
John Coffey said don't look to us as the leaders in the town on this
topic.

He asked those

present to look to themselves.
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He

said the issue

has to be resolved.

Heasked the assembly to keep an open mind,

listen

and consider that carefully.
Alden Howard, Commissioner of the Department of Environmental
Services for the State of New Hampshire, said the purpose of this
meeting is not only to act on this but to try to have a well-informed
citizenry of the town. He gave a brief chronology of what has
happened in Rye, beginning in July 1968. He explained that Jenness
Beach is considered a non-point source and does not have enough
absorbing capacity to take discharge from sewage. Mr. Howard spoke
of the Consent Decree signed by the Board of Selectmen and of the
waiver the town has which allows the town to have a primary system
rather than a full secondary treatment plant, which could cost another
ten or twelve million dollars to serve the same number of homes.
Jeffrey Huntington, Attorney General's Office, said he'd be happy
any questions with regard to the Consent Decree and/or the
answer
to

to what's being discussed,

Attorney General's Office.
Town Counsel Michael McCarthy deferred his comments.
Kimball Chase Engineer David McAnaney briefly described the
sewer project and said he'd be available to answer questions.
Nanci Crosbie, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, introduced
a brief history of the committee and said the
to be very realistic regarding the situation we
endeavored
committee
and financially. After carefully
environmentally
are in, legally,
Connection", the current
"Hampton
the
proposals,
new
reviewingall
findings
and conclusions to
our
present
will
we
Kimball Chase design,
the committee
the
criteria
from
read
Crosbie
Mrs.
the townspeople.
is very
committee
the
She
said
proposals.
new
has established for any
that
they
asking
meetings,
their
public
to
the
optimistic and invited
care and get involved.
Dr. Robert O'Brien asked the Board of Selectmen to speak with

her committee, gave

regard to the

Hampton

solution.

Susan Elsea said the Hampton Selectmen will be holding Public
Hearings and getting back to us. She said this Board has written
requesting the language of an intermunicipal agreement. She said it's
still

"up

in

the

air".

Mr. Alden Howard said the Hampton solution is one that the State
looks at as being by far the best technical solution to the problem in
Rye. Mr. Howard said this seems to be favorable with the Town of
Hampton. It is an advantage to Hampton; overall it's a benefit to most
everybody. North Hampton is also in the equation because they would
like to have the ability to connect into that sewer if it's going through
their town. Mr. Howard commented on the scenario if we were to
proceed with this article as now proposed and appropriate the money
forthe waste water treatment plantthen anothertown meeting would
be called and that order could be modified and the monies applied to
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Hampton

the

Solution.

David Dawley asked the engineers what provisions had been made
to protect the ecology of Eel Pond when the sewer line is constructed.
Mr. McAnaney said the dredge materials from such a project are held
in a

pond with

filters for

the outlet.

He

method

said the

has

been

Mr. Howard re-iterated that there is a lot of
protection provided for such a site.
Mr. Welch asked Mr. Huntington if the consent decree applied to
both Jenness and Rye Beaches. Mr. Huntington replied that, yes it

approved by the

State.

does.

Rep. Herbert Drake asked what this meeting could accomplish if
wait ninety days for Hampton. He said he felt the meeting

we have to

was useless if you support the Hampton solution.
Mr. Coffey responded saying the cost of a sewer pipe to Hampton
is roughly equivalent to the cost of ocean outfall primary wastewater
treatment. The monies could therefore be voted this evening and then
an intermunicipal agreement worked out with Hampton. Mr. Coffey
said it would be an interesting show of faith to the Hampton Selectmen
who have the authority to permit Rye to come into their system.
Frank Drake said his understanding is that it is no sure thing that the
Town of Hampton is going to take this sewerage.
Clifton Philbrick asked why Hampton and Portsmouth Harbors
were in such a mess when they have so-called good systems.
Mr. Alden Howard said the shell-fish problems has very little to do
with the wastewater treatment plants, but more to do with the nonpoint sources he'd mentioned. He mentioned other towns who were
in
is

various stages of cleanup.

good

a

He re-iterated that the facility in Hampton

plant, well-designed,

below

its

capacity,

stringent

which would work

more flow. Shellfish criteria is some
than swimmable water conditions.

better with

forty times

more

Paula Snyder questioned Mr. Coffey's statement about using the

money from this article for a different purpose,

i.e., going to Hampton.
understanding was that a change of purpose would
require another Special Town Meeting. Mrs. Snyder asked Mr.
Huntington to address her concerns with regard to the deadlines and
fines under the Consent Decree if the Town were to pursue the
Hampton solution. Mr. Huntington said the Hampton solution is seen
as a preferable solution and the State of New Hampshire is not going
to stand in the way of that if and when it becomes a reality. If the two
towns are successful in negotiating an intermunicipal agreement the
Attorney General's office will agree to re-open the Consent Decree

She

said her

portions and adjust the interim deadlines to meet the construction

schedule for an interceptor to run to Hampton. In no instance,
however, is the State of New Hampshire going to move off the final
deadline that has been set by the Consent Decree for eliminating the
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raw sewage discharges into the Atlantic Ocean. Mr. Huntington also
is signed and in place and
the funds appropriated for it, the Consent Decree that is in place now
will stay in place and the Attorney General's Office will seek to enforce
the deadlines that are assessed under that decree.
Dr. O'Brien said we are on the horns of a dilemma here tonight in
that we can only consider one option which is a bond issue that
provides for Rye to build its own primary system plant. He said he
foresees the day when the Environmental Protection Agency will say
we have to have secondary treatment. Dr. O'Brien suggested another
option: to table Article 1, temporarily, and recess this meeting to be
re-convened by the Selectmen no later than October 15, 1989. The
purpose of this, he said, is to allow the Hampton solution to be aired
fully and to allow the Ad Hoc Committee to come up with their
recommendations, and then to consider all three options at the reconvened meeting. Dr. O'Brien then moved to Table Article 1. His
motion was seconded by Rep. Drake.
Mr. Coffey asked the assembly to think this through, saying it was
an opportunity to get information this evening. He said that cutting off
debate at this time may leave you short-changed.
At this point Dr. O'Brien agreed to hold his motion in abeyance
until all discussion has ended.
Irving Skinner asked for more detail from the Ad Hoc Committee.
Frank Drake pointed to the display at the front of the room which
represented raw, primary treated, and secondary treated sewage.
Bettey Tobey said she felt that many were here not just for
information, but also to get moving toward a solution.
Lester Stevens informed the State representatives of a possible
pollution problem attheir own Wallis Sands State Beach. Hesaid if we
have to comply, then so does the State! Mr. Huntington responded
that he considered this being put on notice that there is a violation of
State Law and within 24 hours the Attorney General's office will find
out if the State Park is in compliance with 149E, and if they're not we
saidthat until the intermunicipal agreement

will

move
Ray

to correct the action.

Jarvis

asked what kind of

political

pressure the State was

bringing to bear on the Town of Hampton to accept the Rye sewage.
Mr. Howard said they tried to find some kind of regional plan
which would allow the State to force Hampton to accept the Rye
connection, back after the Town of Hampton had voted it down.

There

is

no

legal

way

to force them, however.

Guy Chichester spoke

of his history with the Town's sewage
problems and endorsed the Board of Selectmen's backing of the Ad
Hoc Committee.
Mr. Tobey clarified that the Primary System included both
chlori nation and de-chlorination, so that the chlorine does not go into

the ocean.
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In response to a question with regard to amending Article 1,
Attorney McCarthy said that the only think we can vote on tonight is
the article as it was approved by the Superior Court.
Discussion ensued regarding the meeting's inability to encompass
the so-called "Hampton Solution" in the vote this evening. Rep.
Eugene Ritzo asked about the alternatives if the article were defeated
and the moderator responded that in that case the town could
schedule another Special Town Meeting at which to take up other

questions.

Mrs. Gray asked what guarantees Rye would have that
in

the future

Hampton would

at

some time

not decide to discontinue their service

Town of Rye. Mr. Alden Howard said a specific municipal
agreement would protect Rye forever; as long as their plant is there.
Attorney McCarthy said that one of the best features about the
Hampton Solution is that the Town of Rye would be able to buy in to
the Hampton plant based on actual dollars that the Town of Hampton
spent, and not on the total cost of the project. The Hampton Sewer
Treatment Plant was funded 95% from federal and state sources.
Tom Longworth spoke of the magnitude of the project before the
to the

town.

He

we can consider tonight is the approHe read from the May 23rd Hampton
about the Hampton sewerage plant and

said the only thing

priation of 3.2 million dollars.

Union portions of an article
problems in the Hampton and Seabrook harbors, sayingthatthe plant
contributes to percentage of human sewerage and bacteria found in
the harbors and other coastal waters. Mr. Longworth spoke angrily of
the increased costs he said were caused by Kimball Chase and the
Boards of Selectmen. He warned of the results of a sewer in Rye in
terms of more development. Mr. Longworth also spoke of the
problems with the Sewer Ordinance, saying it caused him to lose faith
in some of the officials. In closing, Mr. Longworth said that if the State
cooperated with us, we wouldn't be here tonight.
Susan Elsea said she could appreciate Mr. Longworth's concern for
the costs but that his suggestion would do nothing more than to
escalate the costs further. In terms of the environment, she said, it is
irresponsible to advocate doing nothing about this problem.
Mr. Tobey briefly stated some of the history of the delays in this
project, saying they were each for a very good reason.
Mr. John Coffey echoed the sentiments of Ms. Elsea and Mr. Tobey
in response to Mr. Longworth. He said the Consent Decree dictates
that we do not have enough time to kick this around another four or
five months. He warned of the fines from the Federal Government of
$10,000 per day which loom ahead if deadlines aren't met.
Mr. Curt Lovelette asked how the method of payment for this is
determined and how he could have a voice in that process.
Susan Elsea said the recommendation from the Board of Selectmen
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20% and a $3,000 hook-up charge; the town would
pay 80%. She said there would be a Public Hearing on it before it is
adopted at Town Meeting and all public input would be welcome at
is

that the users pay

that time.

Mrs. Patricia Morals asked when the fines would begin.
Attorney McCarthy said the Consent Decree is posted on the wall,

but the

first critical

date

is

September 1st, 1989 when we must advertise

for bid.

question was asked about the deadline/fines if we tabled this
October. Mr. Huntington said the schedule is set and if there are
notfunds appropriated and in placeand an intermunicipal agreement
to go to Hampton before September 1st, the fines will begin to be
assessed. Some mitigating circumstances could modify this.
Mr. Shepard said hethoughtthis was blown out of proportion and
that new technology could change things dramatically in a few years.
Therefore, he said, we should delay it. He envisioned Hampton Beach
along our coast in a few years if we allow the sewer.
Mr. Ralph Brown spoke of the septic system at the Farragut which
he said could be used by the Rye Beach polluters. Hefeltthis would be
adequate for all but the Friary which could be served by the land across
thestreet. Hesaid this would negate the need for this sewer. Hesaid he
lived seven miles away and asked why should he have to pay for their
septage problems at this end of town? Mr. Brown urged a no vote.
Mrs. Frim said we are violating the Clean Water Act and therefore
must think of it as a town problem. She said the Ad Hoc Committee is
looking at alternatives and asked those present to bear with them. Mrs.
Frim asked Mr. Huntington if the Consent Decree could be adjusted if
the Ad Hoc Committee could come up with an acceptable alternative

A

until

solution.

Mr. Huntington said a solution which is acceptable under State Law
and Regulations and is approved by the town, certainly we will adjust
and work with the Town of Rye to modify interim dates. The 1991
deadline for stopping raw sewerage from flowing into the Atlantic
Ocean is of the most concern to the State of New Hampshire.
Mrs. Barbara Clinton envisioned Revere Beach North here in Rye if
the sewer was installed, saying that sewers bring more development.
Mr. Howard said we shouldn't use our environmental resources for
growth control measures. This should be addressed through zoning

and other measures. Mrs. Clinton agreed but said that in reality the
sewer came first and them came development. Mr. Howard pointed
out that the Town of Wolfeboro is an example where this has not
happened simply because they have growth control measures in
place.

Mr.

added

j.P.

as a

a former selectmen, said the Jenness Beach was
"tag-a-long" so that the project would make financial

Nadeau,
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He took

sense.

issue with the State not being willing to consider

waivers.

Mr. Howard said he could respond in part because he could only
hear a very few of Mr. Nadeau's comments. He said there have been
three engineering studies, all of which have indicated that all of the
homes down there cannot support subsurface systems, under the laws
of the State of New Hampshire. He said further that State and Federal
laws are getting more stringent so that we protect our underground
water aquafers and the public health.
Mr. Hildreth Clark moved the question. The moderator ruled that
she had recognized several speakers prior to this motion and could
not accept a second to it until those people had had a chance to speak.
In response to Dr. O'Brien, Mrs. DeVries ruled further that his motion

which was held

in

abeyance would be dealt with

first,

after the

speakers.

Ned Bulmer said he was in the oil business, asked if the Ad Hoc
Committee and/or Kimball Chase had looked into an alternative such
as

holding the sewerage

material to

Hampton

or

in

tanks and using trucks to transport the

some other

location.

He

said

he

felt

the

elimination of the pipe line would dramatically reduce the cost of the
system.

Mr. Howard said that the system now designed is essentially a large
some primary removal, which collects that sewerage
on a group basis. The law does not allow individual holding tanks.
Jeanne Trefethen asked that everyone use the microphone when
septic tank with

speaking.
Dr. O'Brien's motion to recess the meeting to no later than
October 15, 1989 and to Table Article 1, was recognized. Henri Camire
seconded his motion.
Dr. O'Brien explained why his motion was a better solution than

voting

down

Article

1.

was asked that a non-binding referendum be held to ascertain
how many people would go along with a Hampton option. Mr. Coffey
said he wanted all those here this evening to have the benefit of full
and open discussion on the topic, and he wanted to have a feeling
from those assembled exactly what their preference would be.
Dr. O'Brien rosetoapointof order, saying that we should deal with
the motion on the floor. The moderator agreed. Mr. Coffey clarified
that Dr. O'Brien's motion says to recess no later than Oct. 15th, not on
It

the 15th.

The moderator reminded the assembly that there will be a specific
at which this meeting will again convene to conclude its
discussion on this issue, if you do in fact, vote to recess this meeting.
In response to Frank Drake's inquiry, Attorney McCarthy said that
the meeting has a right to put off the decision on this article to a later

time
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Moderator DeVries clarified that requirements would have to be
Town Meeting, and the subject matter to be
discussed would have to be specifically set forth in the future warrant.
In response to a question from Nanci Crosbie, Moderator DeVries
stated that if a new Special Town Meeting is sought to be scheduled,
whatever properly can be included on that warrant will be brought
before the Superior Court for authorization, whether it be Hampton
or some other circumstance that qualifies it for Special Town Meeting
consideration. Attorney McCarthy said he would recommend to the
Selectmen that they petition the court for another Special Town
Meeting if there is another solution proposed.
The moderator called for a vote on Dr. O'Brien's motion to table
Article 1, and recess the meeting to not later than October 15, 1989.
Show of Hands. Article 1 is declared TABLED, AND THE MEETING
RECESSED TO NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 15, 1989.
The meeting recessed at 8:50 p.m.
time.

met

A

just like this Special
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF RYE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

NOVEMBER

17,

1989

MINUTES
At 6:35 p.m. on the 17th of November, 1989, the Special Town
Meeting was called to order by Moderator Sharon DeVries. The
assembly was led in the Pledge of Allegiance by John Snyder. The
moderator introduced those at the podium: Janet Thompson, Administrative Assistant; John Coffey, Jack Tobey, and Susan Elsea, the Board
of Selectmen; Michael McCarthy, Town Counsel; and Jane Ireland,

Town

Clerk.

Mrs. DeVries briefly explained the voting procedure, stating that
would be going through the checklist and receiving a secret ballot

we
when
box

the time

to

be open

came to vote. She said that statute required the ballot
a minimum of one hour and a two-third majority was

required for passage of the

article.

The moderator welcomed the State Representatives who were
present, the Election Workers, and the Press, Mrs. DeVries congratulated Bud Moynahan and Jack Squires for the Award the Town of Rye
received as a result of their re-cycling efforts from the New Hampshire
Resource Recovery Association. The moderator also gave special
thanks to Jack Squires for the work he did in sending aid to victims of
Hurricane Hugo.
Moderator Sharon DeVries announced thatthe Firefighters' Wives
would be serving coffee in the cafeteria.
Mrs. DeVries further explained that this was a Bond Article and that
there could be no second voting on it here tonight. She discussed the
process involved in a Motion for Reconsideration. The moderator
briefly stated the rules of the meeting, asking all speakers to come to
the microphone, and stating that each person would be given an

opportunity to speak before anyone is given an opportunity to speak
She asked all remarks and questions to be addressed to her. Mrs.
DeVries explained that there are two articles on the warrant and that
we would vote on Article Two only if Article One fails. She said there
twice.

would be

a recess after

the vote on Article One, until

we

can

tally

the

results.

ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of three million one hundred seventy eight thousand dollars
($3,178,000) for the purpose of constructing and equipping gravity
sewers and sewage pumping stations in accordance with the Agreement for Treatment and Disposal of Wastewater entered into with the
Town of Hampton and said sum to be raised as follows:
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Three million eighty thousand dollars ($3,080,000) of said sum to be
bonds or notes not to exceed three
million eighty thousand dollars ($3,080,000) under and in compliance
with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (N.H. R.S.A. 33:1 et,
seq. as amended), and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and
negotiate such bonds or notes to determine the rate of interest
thereof, and to take such actions as may be necessary to effect the
issuance, negotiation, sale and delivery of such bonds or notes as shall
be in the best interest of the Town of Rye.
Ninety eight thousand dollars ($98,000) is to be raised from a
federal grant or grants for the project to supplement the one million
four hundred seventy six thousand dollars ($1,476,000) in federal grant
funds presented at the March, 1983 Town Meeting (bringing total
federal grant funds to one million five hundred and seventy four
thousand dollars ($1,574,000) and four hundred seventy-five thousand
dollars ($475,000) by issuance of serial bonds or notes previously
approved at the March, 1983 Town Meeting (bringing total serial
bonds or notes to three million five hundred and fifty five thousand
dollars ($3,555,000), making the total cost of the project five million
one hundred twenty-nine thousand dollars ($5,129,000).
The provisions for the withdrawal and expenditure of funds,
acceptance of contributions from any and all lawful sources and
expenditure of same, and all matters relating thereto are to be
raised by the issuance of serial

delegated to the Selectmen.

THIS ARTICLE REQUIRES
This article

is

A

TWO THIRDS VOTE.

RECOMMENDED

by the Budget Committee.

Moderator DeVries began the reading of the warrant. Town Clerk
moved that further reading of the warrant be waived. The
motion was seconded and a voice vote called for. Moderator DeVries
ruled that we would waive the further reading of the article and

jane Ireland

proceed.

Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, Susan Elsea, thanked the Ad
Hoc Committee for the efforts they have put into this, saying that they
had worked long and hard. She asked those assembled to, "Think
globally. Act locally." She said that this is our planet and our
responsibility; we all use those beaches, and if those beaches are
closed because of contamination, we will all pay the consequences.
She urged very strongly to vote to help clean upour environment and

keep

it

safe for future generations.

Tobey reminded those assembled that the state has mandated
The state did not cite an individual, the state cited the Town of Rye
with the responsibility. Mr. Tobey said that if the warrant article is not
Jack

this.

passed,

we

could lose our federal grant of $1,574,000.;
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we

could lose

the State grant of $807,000.; the Agreement that we have made with
Hampton will be jeopardized; the State will begin on December 1st to

impose fines; we could face Federal fines of up to $10,000. a day; we
could lose control of this very rapidly; the State could mandate the
solution; our Bond Rating as a Town would be very seriously effected,
Mr. Tobey urged an affirmative vote on the article.
Dr. O'Brien pointedoutthatthere was discussion with no action on
the article, and moved Adoption of Article 1 His motion was seconded
.

by John Coffey.

John Coffey
thinking of those

said

from

his

perspective he trusted

who have taken

in

the right

the time to gather this evening.

He

asked the voters to think clearly before voting. He said this is a very
serious matter which has been debated, deliberated, inspected, reinspected, analysed, and here we are. He urged an affirmative vote on
Article

1.

David McAnaney, Kimball Chase engineer of record on this
project, had prepared a handout which was available to all those
present and which listed all of the numbers on this project. The
bottom line number everyone seems to be most interested in is the
cost to the Rye residents which is an estimated $65.00 per year for a
non-users tax payment, and a total capital cost to each sewer user of
$561.00 a year. Mr. McAnaney briefly outlined the project which is to
involve the collection of sewage in the Rye Beach and Jenness Beach
areas and the pumping of that sewage to the Hampton Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The agreement with Hampton is in place to make this
a possibility; the agreement is dependent on tonight's affirmative vote
for the funding of the project.
Nanci Crosbie read a prepared statement from the Ad Hoc
Committee which was a brief historical synopsis of the committee's
direction and progress. She concluded by saying "We believe very
strongly, even though the answers we have found are a far cry from
what we sought, but given all the facts, that the only responsible way
we can vote tonight is "YES" on Article 1."
Discussion was opened to the floor. A resident from Ocean
Boulevard wanted to know how long it would be before all of Rye was
sewered to which Mr. McAnaney replied that population density
would determine that when it became too dense to have septic
systems. Questions arose regarding the cost of the sewer and how it
could be guaranteed that these figures would not change in the
future. Mr. Coffey said that while nothing is hard and fast, these
numbers are relatively stable. Lester Stevens thanked the Ad Hoc
Committee and he asked for guarantee that all he would have to pay is
$65.00 a year for twenty years, as a non-user. Jack Tobey responded
and said that since we are borrowing a certain amount of money and
we know how that is divided up among the number of people in town,
the likelihood of your payment going up on that is extremely remote.
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Should there be another sewer project and another bond, then at that
time there could be an increase.
Robert Whittet said he grew up in New jersey in a coastal town that
was under a mandate from the State and Federal governments to get a
sewer.

He said that after many years of bickering,

his

home town finally

has a sewer. They paid massive fines, he said. Mr. Whittet said, when
they talk about fines, it's real! The property tax increase that took place

and the bickering over the years, makes $65.00 a
me, the best bargain that's going to happen anytime in the
near future of this town. He supported the warrant article.
Bettey Tobey said we've been given an award for re-cycling; let's
re-cycle our sewer sludge through the Hampton pipeline. Let's also
look at what it's cost the good people in York to hook up to their sewer
line. If you don't connect it's about a $7,000 fee; if you do connect it's
$12,000 to $15,000. Vote for this, please.
Barbara Clinton asked why the parcels across from Eel Pond were
not included in the sewer. Mr. McAnaney said that is because they
have a force main in front of the lots, and not a gravity sewer. Mrs.
Clinton spoke of her experience growing up in Revere, Massachusetts
with a sewer which became overburdened. She said that in spite of
promises that zoning would take care of it, 20-story condominiums
loomed over the beaches after the sewer was repaired. Mrs. Clinton
also spoke of her concerns about legalized gambling coming to Rye.
She also asked how much per dwelling the $5,129,000. broke down to?
While Mr. McAnaney researched the answer to her question, Susan
Elsea urged Mrs. Clinton to attend the public hearings to be held on
the sewer ordinances, and to have some input. Mr. McAnaney
responded to Mrs. Clinton's question regarding the break-down of
cost, and said that based on 133 homes, it comes out to $38,564. per
as a result of the fines

year, to

home.

we have only purchased

a certain capacity from
based on the number of homes
that we plan ultimately to have hooked up to it. There is no room to
hook up condominiums, or anything big to this system. Mrs. Clinton
responded that this was precisely what happened in Revere, and then

Mr. Tobey said that

the system

at

Hampton.

This capacity

the system was overloaded

Debra Crapo made

a

in

is

no time.

motion

to

move

the question, seconded by

Bettey Tobey. Mrs. DeVries explained that passage of this motion
would mean that we would then vote on the question. She called for a
Show of Hands. The motion calls for a two-thirds majority; the Show

Hands being unclear. Moderator DeVries asked for a count of the
Hand Vote: Results: Yes = 349; No = 150. Motion declared carried.

of

Voting on Article

opened

at

1

by secret ballot then proceeded. The ballot box

7:30 p.m. and was declared closed at 8:50 p.m. Ballots
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were

counted and recounted. The

results of the secret ballot

on

Article

1 is

as follows:

Yes:

470

No:

114

Article

One

It

is

declared

ADOPTED.

was moved and seconded

ADJOURNED

at

to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting

9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane

E.

Town
A

Ireland

Clerk

true record, ATTEST:
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E.
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FIRE EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE EMERGENCY

POLICE

-

964-8683
964-8683

ALL CALLS

964-5521

Be sure to give your name and address

emergency

clearly.

DO NOT HANG

UP

the nature of your
you are sure that your

as well as

until

message has been understood.

INFORMATION DIRECTORY
Selectmen's Office
Treasurer
Town Clerk's Office

964-5523

& 964-5630
964-6777
964-8562

Building Inspector's Office

964-9800
964-6777

Tax Collector's Office

Recreation Department
Mosquito Control

964-6281
:

.

964-9264

Public

Works Department

964-5300

Dump

(Recycle or Brush)

964-5300
964-8401

Library
Fire

Department

-

Non-Emergency

964-6411

HOURS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
8:00 A.M. -4:30 P.M.

Selectmen's Office (Mon.-Fri.)
Treasurer (Tues. & Thurs.)

Town

10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
8:00 A.M. -4:30 P.M.

Clerk's Office (Mon.-Fri.)

(Mon. & Thur. Evenings)

6:00 P.M. -8:00 P.M.

8:00 A.M. -4:30 P.M.

Building Inspector's Office (Mon.-Fri.)

*Tax Collector's Office (Mon. -Thurs.)

8:00 A.M. -12:00

Tax Collector's Office

8:00 A.M. -12:00

Tax Collector's Office (Fridays)

Works Department
Recycle Dump & Brush Dump

Library (Tues.

&

Noon

7:30 A.M. -4:00 P.M.

Public

Recycle Dump (Tues. - Sat.)
Brush Dump (Opened on Tues. &
Library (Mon., Wed., Fri.)

Noon

12:30 P.M. -4:30 P.M.

Closed on Mondays
7:30 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
Sat.

Only)

.

.

.

7:30 A.M. -3:45 P.M.

9:00 A.M. -5:00 P.M.

Thurs.)

1

:00 P.M. -8:00 P.M.

9:00 A.M. -Noon

Library (Sat.)

Subject to change at tax billing time.
Notices for Selectmen's meetings, other Town boards, commissions,
and committee meetings are posted on the Town bulletin board
located at the Town Hall and the Rye Post Office.

Printed by: The Withey Press, Seabrook,

New

Hampshire.
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