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TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire

The polls will be open beginning at 10:00 a.m. on

March 8, 1977 and will not close before 6:00 p.m. The

polls are located at the Canaan Elementary School,

Canaan, New Hampshire.

To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan in the

County of Grafton in said State, quahfied to vote in Town
affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Canaan Elemen-

tary School in said Canaan on Tuesday, March 8, 1977,

next at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the

following subjects:

1. To choose all necessary Town officers for the year

ensuing.

And then, beginning at seven o'clock in the evening,

to vote on the following articles:

2. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to borrow money in anticipation of tax revenues.

3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to convey to the highest bidder by Quitclaim Deed
all property acquired by tax deed or to take any other

action pertaining thereto.

4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the pre-

payment of taxes and to authorize the Tax Collector to

accept payments in prepayment of taxes, in accordance

with the provisions of New Hampshire Revised Statutes

Annotated 80: 52-a.
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5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to accept gifts and/or federal or state aid in the

name of the Town of Canaan.

6. To see if the Town will vote to fix a three (3) year

term of office for the Police Chief, beginning with the

March, 1978 elections, such that the Police Chief will be

elected every three (3) years beginning in March, 1978.

7. Pursuant to a Petition by ten or more voters or

legal property owners abutting South Road, Canaan, New
Hampshire: to see if the Town will vote to designate

South Road from the intersection of Upper Lockhaven

Road at West Canaan and including Potato Road inter-

section and continuing on South Road to the intersection

of Westcott Road as scenic under the provisions of R.S.A.

253:17 and 18, for the purpose of protecting and en-

hancing the scenic beauty of Canaan.

8. Pursuant to a Petition of ten or more voters to see

if the Town will vote to reopen and accept a section of

road leading from Prospect Hill Road to the Barrows

residence.

9. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum
of Three Hundred and Sixty Dollars ($360) as its share

of the cost of publicizing and promoting the natural

attractions of the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee Region.

10. To see if the Town will vote to install a street light

at the intersection of Route 4 and John Roberts Road, to

pay such amounts as may be necessary for the operation

thereof and to authorize the Selectmen to take all neces-

sary action to effect the purpose of this article.

11. To see if the Town of Canaan will vote to approve

the following Resolution:



Whereas, that there continues to exist within the state

a serious shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accom-

modations at rents which elderly and low income persons

can afford, and that such persons are forced to occupy

sub-standard dwelling accommodations; and

Whereas, the General Court of the State of New Hamp-
shire has enacted Chapter 204-A of the New Hampshire

Revised Statutes Annotated establishing the New Hamp-
shire Housing Commission; and

Whereas, Section 9 of that Act provides that in a

municipality where there is no local housing authority

operating, the Commission shall not operate without

the consent of the governing body of a municipality; and

Whereas, said Section 9 provides that consent of the

governing body must be given for each project; and

Whereas, under the provisions of Section 8 of the U.S.

Housing Act of 1937, as amended, the United States of

America, acting through the Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development, is authorized to enter into annual

contributions contracts with public housing agencies

pursuant to which such agencies may enter into con-

tracts to make assistance payments to owners;

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Meeting of

the Town of Canaan, Grafton County, State of New
Hampshire as follows:

That the New Hampshire Housing Commission be and

is authorized to operate in the Town of Canaan, Grafton

County, State of New Hampshire.

That said New Hampshire Housing Commission is au-

thorized to sponsor a project, under Section 8 of the U.S.

Housing Act of 1937, as amended, for any of the follow-

ing dwelling accommodations or a combination thereof;

8



(a) existing Standard housing; (b) rehabilitated housing;

(c) newly constructed housing; the total amount of the

foregoing not to exceed fifty dwelling units.

12. To see if the Town will vote to ratify and confirm

the deeds from the Town of Canaan to Elmer and Mary

Dulmage dated March 6, 1963 and November 22, 1972,

which conveyed a portion of a former street known as

Barney Avenue, and to authorize the Selectmen to ex-

ecute and deliver corrective deeds to said land, or any

portion thereof, and to further authorize the Selectmen

to make other conveyances of said Barney Avenue, and

to execute deeds therefor, upon such terms and condi-

tions as the Selectmen may determine; and to authorize

the Selectmen to take any other action that may be nec-

essary or convenient to effect this purpose.

13. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the follow-

ing Resolution:

We, the people of Canaan, support the Town of Sea-

brook in their formal opposition to the construction of a

nuclear-powered electricity station within their borders.

We express this sentiment publicly in recognition of the

vulnerability of both our present community and our

future generations to the effects of radiation from a

source as near as our own coastline. These hazards,

which include increased incidence of cancer and birth

defects, are caused by the radioactive fuel, and waste

generated. Both of these highly toxic materials would

require absolutely leak-proof transportation within our

state; the waste would require absolutely leak-proof stor-

age for thousands of years. In light of recent disclosures

on the failure of the industry to contain these substances,

we consider it foolhardy to consent with our silence to

this so-called "solution" to our energy needs.
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14. The Crystal Lake Water Company has offered to

sell the company to the Town. The Town is contemplat-

ing this purchase. Prior to further negotiations between

the Crystal Lake Water Company and the Town, the

Selectmen wish to determine the opinion of the towns-

people regarding the proposed purchase. Therefore, in

accordance with the provisions of RSA 38: 5, the follow-

ing Article is submitted for consideration and vote:

A. To see if the Town will vote by ballot (2/3) that it

is expedient for the Town to acquire the Crystal Lake

Water Company for a sum not to exceed $50,000 and

thereby manufacture and distribute water for municipal

use and for the use of the Town's inhabitants and others,

and for such other purposes as may be permitted, autho-

rized or directed by the Public Utilities Commission.

If the vote of the Town is in the affirmative, the Select-

men will negotiate with the appropriate officials of the

Crystal Lake Water Company in accordance with the

provisions of RSA Chapter 38 relative to the terms and

conditions of the purchase and, thereafter, to report

their findings to the Town at a continued session of this

Town meeting to be held on the 21st day of June, 1977 at

7:00 p.m. at the Canaan Elementary School in said

Canaan. At that continued Town meeting a vote will be

taken on the following questions:

B. To see if the Town will vote to ratify the agreement

regarding the purchase price which is negotiated be-

tween the Selectmen and the officials of the Crystal Lake

Water Company.

If the vote of the Town is in the affirmative, votes will

be taken on the following questions:

(1) Pursuant to the Municipal Finance Act and any

amendments thereto, to see if the Town will vote by a

vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all the voters present and
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voting, to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thou-

sand Dollars ($50,000.00) for the purchase of the Crystal

Lake Water Company by borrowing the sum of Fifty

Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) for the purchase of the

Crystal Lake Water Company by borrowing the sum of

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) through the issuance

of serial notes, which are to be signed by the Board of

Selectmen and counter-signed by the Town Treasurer

and to have the corporate seal of the Town affixed

thereto; and to delegate to the Board of Selectmen the

authority for fixing the date, maturities, denominations,

the interest rate, the place of payments, the form and

other details of said notes and of providing for the sale

thereof as the Board of Selectmen deem necessary or

advisable. The Selectmen are authorized to take any

other action which may be necessary to effect this pur-

pose.

(2) To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to appoint three (3) commissioners to manage, con-

struct, control and direct the municipal water works

system, to receive and coUect water rentals, to maintain

separate books of accounts pertaining to the operation

of the municipal water works system including separate

checking and savings accounts, to pay bills incurred in

the operation of the system, to hire and appoint such

officers, employees and agents as they deem necessary

and to fix their compensation, to establish a capital re-

serve fund only from surplus from water rentals for the

financing of all or part of the cost of (a) the construction,

reconstruction or acquisition of a specific capital im-

provement, or the acquisition of a specific item or specific

items of equipment, or (b) the construction, reconstruc-

tion, or acquisition of a type of capital improvement or

the acquisition of a type of equipment, and to do all other

things allowable by law in order to manage and operate

the municipal water works system.

11



(3) To see if the Town will vote to fix the compensation

of the three (3) water commissioners at $100 per com-

missioner per annum.

(4) To see if the Town will vote, until such time as this

vote is amended, to establish the water rates charged to

users at those rates which are charged by the Crystal

Lake Water Company in accordance with its "Schedule

for Water Service applicable in Village of Canaan, New
Hampshire (so-called), Town of Canaan, New Hampshire:

effective July 1, 1962, amended July 1, 1971 (effective

date) and amended January 1, 1976 (effective date).

(5) To see if the Town will vote to empower the water

commissioners to amend the water rates charged to

users, after holding one public meeting which is warned

at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the public hear-

ing by posting notice of said pubhc hearing in two (2)

public places within the Town and by publishing two

(2) notices of the public hearing in a newspaper of gen-

eral circulation within said Canaan, the first notice to be

published seven (7) days prior to the pubhc hearing and

the second notice on the day of the hearing.

15. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the ordinance

entitled "An Ordinance Providing for the Regulation and

Licensing of Music Festivals" as proposed by the Board

of Selectmen. A copy of the aforesaid ordinance is to be

posted together with an attested copy of this Warrant at

the place of the meeting and at one other public place

in Canaan, at least fourteen (14) days before the day of

the meeting.

16. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary

to defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same.

12



17. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-

tees or any other officers here-to-before chosen and to

pass any vote relating thereto and to transact any other

business that may legally come before this meeting.

18. To see if the Town will vote to authorize with-

drawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund established un-

der the provisions of the State and Local Assistance Act

of 1972 for use as set-offs against budget appropriations

in the amount indicated; and, further, to authorize the

Selectmen to make pro rata reductions in the amounts
if estimated entitlements are reduced or take any other

action thereon:

Reappraisal of Property $1,700.00

Town Officers Expense 1,000.00

Title n Funds for

Town Officers Expense 178.00

Given under our hands and seals this 14th day of

February, 1977.

Frederick Bryson, Chairman
George W. Morse
E. John Zani

Selectmen of Canaan
Grafton County, N. H.

A True Copy,

Attest:

Frederick Bryson, Chairman
George W. Morse

E. John Zani

Selectmen of Canaan
Grafton County, N. H.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF CANAAN

Sources of Revenue

From State:

Interest & Dividends Tax $

Bounties
Savings Bank Tax
Meals & Rooms Tax
Highway Subsidy (CI. IV & V)
Reimb. Forest Conservation Aid
Reimb. A/C Flood Control Land
Reimb. A/C Business Profits Tax
Civil Defense
Reimbursement O. A, A

From Local Sources:

Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits &

Filing Fees
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Interest on Taxes & Deposits
Income from Trust Funds

(Incl. Cemeteries, Labor & Equip.)
Withdrawal Capital Reserve Funds ....

Prim. A/C M.V. Road Toll
Fines & Forfeits—

Municipal & District Court
National Bank Stock Taxes
Resident Taxes Retained
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed
Reimbursement, Police Cadet
Other receipts from state
Income from Departments
Duncan
Refunds
Town of Orange — Fire
Town of Orange Grader Rental
Reimbursement from Libraries
Reimbursement — Police Radio

From Federal Sources:

Fulltime Police
Revenue Sharing
Anti-Recession Fiscal Assistance
Bicentennial Committee
Town Dock
Total Revenues from all Sources —

Except Property Taxes



Purpose of Appropriation

General Government:
Town Officers' Salaries
Town Officers' Expenses
Election & Registration Expenses
Municipal & District Court Expenses
Town Hall & Other Town Buildingrs

Employees' Ret. & Social Security ....

Contingency Fund
Dog Officer

Protection of Persons & Property:

Police Department
Fire Department
Care of Trees
Insurance
U. V. Lake Sunapee Coun.
& Planning

Damages & Legal Expense »

Civil Defense

Health Dept. (Inch Hospitals
& Ambulance)

Vital Statistics
Sewer Maintenance
Town Dump & Garbage Removal

Highways & Bridges: Winter
Town Maintenance — Summer
Street Lighting
General Expenses of Hwy. Dept
Town Road Aid

Libraries
Airport
Town Poor & Old Age Assistance
Aid to Soldiers & Families
Conservation Commission

Patriotic Purposes (Memorial
Day, Etc.)

Recreation
Gasoline
Historic Dist. Comm
Cemeteries
Parks & Playgrounds

Appro-
priations
Previous

Fiscal Tear



Advertising & Regional Associations 266.00 266.00 1.00
Bicentennial Commission 1,000.00
Historic Museum 25.00
Old Meeting House Restoration 2,135.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 4,500.00 4,407.05 4,500.00
U. V. Senior Citizens 350.00 979.40
Meals on Wheels 350.00 350.00
Reappraisal of Property 500.00 1,266.05
Revaluation Funds 5,000.00 3,836.75 41,764.00
Highway Subsidy 24,012.81 24,012.81
Tarvia 10,000.00 1,293.11 5,000.00
Duncan 11,433.35 11,433.35
Misc. Payments to other Departments 927.68
Fast Squad 1,500.00
Sidewalks 2,000.00
Mowing & Brush 1,500.00
Bridges — Planks 1,500.00
Sewer Funds 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Purchase of Water Works 1.00

Total Appropriations $210,343.62 $224,674.02 $271,079.49

Milton A. Wilson, Chairman
Henry P. Gagnon
Martha G. Pusey
Edward Lary
Robert B. Fahrner
Brian Hayes
Donald E. McAlister
Ruth A. Lester

Budget Committee
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FINANCIAL REPORT

For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1976

This is to certify that the information contained in this

report was taken from official records and is complete to

the best of our knowledge and belief.

BALANCE SHEET

Assets

Cash:

In hands of treasurer $262,431.31

Total $262,431.31

Capital Reserve Funds:

Reappraisal Fund 24,764.00

Sewer Fund 7,354.00

Total 32,118.00

Unredeemed Taxes:



Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-76 76,750.14

Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-75 52,893.88

Increase-Decrease of Surplus (Deficit)

Change in Financial Condition +23,856.26

LIABILITIES

Accounts Owed by the Town:

Bills outstanding

(F. Bryson, Salary) $ 900.00

Unexpended Bal. of Special

Appropriations 6,842.99

Unexpended Revenue Sharing

Funds 15,062.00

Yield Tax Deposits 121.68

School District(s) Tax(es)

Payable— 1977 269,568.40

Total Accounts Owed by the Town $292,495.07

Capital Reserve Funds 32,118.00

Total Liabilities 292,495.07

Current Surplus 76,750.14

Grand Total $369,245.21
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

Receipts

Current Revenue:

From Local Taxes:

Property Taxes — 1976 $505,396.22

Resident Taxes — 1976 10,210.00

Nat'l Bank Stock Taxes— 1976 10.00

Yield Taxes— 1976 1,273.72

Total Current Year's Taxes

Collected and Remitted $516,889.94

Property Taxes & Yield Taxes—
Previous Years 48,881.76

Resident Taxes — Previous Years 1,870.00

Int. rec'd on Delinquent Taxes 1,796.35

Penalties 291.00

Tax sales redeemed 4,773.74

From State:

Reim. — Flood 10,189.00

For Class V Hwy. Maintenance 11,433.35

Highway Subsidy 24,012.81

Interest and Dividends tax 12,224.06

Savings Bank Tax 2,893.45

Reim. a-c Motor Veh. Road Toll 183.09

Reim. a-c Old Age Assistance 550.36

Meals and Rooms Tax 13,552.58

Reim. a-c Business Profits Tax 14,693.20

Other receipts from state 102.26

Bounties 2.00

From Local Sources, Except Taxes:

Dog Licenses 808.80

Cemetery Lots 595.00

Bus. licenses, permits & filing fees 214.00
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Fines & forfeits, municipal &
District Court

Interest received on deposits

Income from trust funds

(Incl. cemetery labor & equip.)

Income from departments

Motor vehicle permits

4,776.00

1,035.47

7,877.16

50.97

37,044.66

Total Current Revenue Receipts



Payments

Current Maintenance Expenses:

General Government:

Town Officers' Salaries $ 9,108.00

Town Officers' Expenses 6,240.29

Election & registration exp. 1,624.10

Municipal & Dist. Court exp. 1,820.00

Expenses town hall and

other buildings 7,259.85

Reappraisal of Property 1,266.05

Revaluation Funds 3,836.75

Protection of Persons & Property:

PoUce department 14,809.41

Fire dept., incl. forest fires 4,610.83

Insurance 5,845.25

Conservation Commission 35.00

Upper Valley Lake

Sunapee Council 1,352.00

Health:

Health dept., incl. hospitals

& ambulance



Town Poor



Capital Outlay:

Payments to capital

reserve funds 1,000.00

Total Outlay Payments 1,000.00

Payments to Other Gov't. Divisions:

Payments to State a-c 2%
Bond & Debt Ret. Taxes 254.68

Taxes paid to county 42,634.18

Payments to School Districts 444,824.31

Total Payments to Other

Governmental Divisions 638,852.41
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Total Payments for all Purposes 876,969.54

Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1976 262,431.31

Grand Total $1,139,400.85



SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY

Description Value

Town Hall, Lands and Buildings

Furniture and Equipment



REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

For the Year Ending December 31, 1976

Dog Report

Receipts

1976_ 167 males % $2.00 $ 334.00

40 females @ $5.00 200.00

109 spayed females @ $2.00 218.00

1 Kennel @ $50.00 50.00

3 Half Kennels @ $12.00 36.00

Replaced 2 lost dog tags @ .50 each 1.00

30 Penalties @ $1.00 30.00

1973_ Dogs 4.00

Payments

Fees Retained

Paid to Treasurer — Patricia A. Eastman
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

For the Year Ending December 31, 1976

SUMAAARY OF WARRANTS

Property, Resident and Yield Taxes

Levy of 1976

Debits

Taxes Committed to Collector:

Property Taxes

Resident Taxes



Yield Taxes

Penalties



Added Taxes:

Property Taxes 268.12

Resident Taxes 40.00

Interest collected on Delinquent

Property Taxes 1,700.59

Penalties Collected on Delinquent

Resident Taxes 174.00

Total Debits $55,013.04

Credits

Remittances to Treasurer During Year

Property Taxes

Resident Taxes

Yield Taxes



SUMMARY OF WARRANT



Credits

Remittances to Treasurer During Year

Property $ 332.15

Interest



SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNT
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1976

Debits

1975



DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS

Town Officers Sal



Supplies 42.31

Miscellaneous 139.50







CANAAN POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

A total of 316 complaints have come before the Canaan
Municipal Court as a result of Police work performed in

the Town of Canaan this year.

Again this year we had crosswalks painted in the Vil-

lage for the safe crossing of street for those who wish to

use them (You are protected by law when you are on a

crosswalk when crossing a street). The New Hampshire
State Law says in part 262-A:33 that all traffic shall yield

to pedestrians on a crosswalk, slowing down and stopping

if need be.

I am sorry to say we are not free of a fatal accident

this year as we had a fatal on Sept. 27th, 1976 which
occurred on the Potatoe Road.

This year has been a good year as far as major crimes
in the Town of Canaan as the burglary rate was down
about 50% or better.

The Canaan Police Department has recovered or has

helped recover about $4,250.00 in stolen property this

year.

I again this year have a request with the Budget Com-
mittee for a Radar Unit to help to reduce the speeding

in different areas of the Town. It has been a big help in

the past year that the Police Department of the Town of

Enfield has let us borrow their radar unit.

I am very happy that we now have the F. A. S. T.

Squad as this very efficient and effective organization

has been a great help to me and the Police Department.

Respectfully submitted,

Ernest B. Smith

Chief of Police
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REPORT OF DISTRICT FIRE CHIEF AND
TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN

Since its beginning in 1893, the State Forestry De-

partment has recognized the fact that forest fire preven-

tion and suppression is a joint state and town or city

responsibility. Local authorities recommend names of

persons to the State Forester, who appoints one person

as town or city fire warden and several other persons

as town or city deputy fire wardens to a three year term.

The local forest fire warden controls the kindling of

all outside fires, when the ground is not covered with

snow, by issuing a written permit for kindling a fire.

Permits are only issued at such times and in such places

as the fire warden deems as safe.

The State Forest Fire Service trains the local forest

fire organization in modern forest fire prevention and

suppression tactics. The State also provides backup per-

sonnel and equipment for suppression and prevention

activities.

The combination of State and local forces has resulted

in one of the smallest acreage loss due to forest fires in

the United States for the past 20 years.

1976 Forest Fire Statistics



ROAD AGENT'S REPORT

Gordon Lary

Jan. 1, to March 2, 1976

Winter Maintenance

Labor $ 7,584.51

Equipment 8,493.70

Sand 692.20



Summer Maintenance

Labor $ 6,243.02

Equipment 9,866.97

Gravel 181.20

$16,291.19

Tarvia

Material $ 1,293.11

Highway Subsidy

Labor

Equipment
Material

Gravel



of energy conservation, opening the roads to the sun can
save sanding and spring maintenance during mud season.
This cutting, in general, was done by local residents who
received the wood for fuel thereby saving the Town labor
expense.

Our growing population requires better roads and this

winter we increased the sanding program for travel ease.
I acknowledge, we do not have the funding to allow for
major road rebuilding. However, I feel by wise contin-
uous maintenance we can revitalize our existing system.

Sincerely,

Thomas G. Ireton
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CEMETERY REPORT

April 17th thru September 8th, 1976

Labor & Equip., WeUs $2,670.30

Labor & Equip., Canaan Street 2,169.70

Labor & Equip., West Canaan 682.50

Labor & Equip., St. Mary's 160.50

Labor & Equip., Sawyer Hill 168.50

Labor & Equip., West Farms 162.60

Labor & Equip., Birch Corner 52.70

Labor & Equip., Attwell & Jones 52.70

Labor & Equip., Cobble HiU 62.70

Labor & Equip., All Cemeteries 200.00

Labor & Equip., Davis Fund — Water Shed 168.00

Respectfully submitted.

Myrtle W. Kimball, Agent

Myrtle Kimball resigned September 8, 1976 and Daniel

Eastman was appointed the same day to fill the position

of Cemetery Agent through March 8, 1977. The following

was spent from September 8, 1976 to December 31, 1976.

Labor & Equip., All Cemeteries $1,083.78

Respectfully submitted,

Selectmen, Town of Canaan
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REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES— 1976

Income:



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
1976

Volumes on hand January 1, 1976 18,614

Volumes added 474

Circulation:



TOWN OF CANAAN TRUST FUNDS

BALANCE SHEETS

December 31, 1976 and 1975

Assets

1976 1975
Cash $ 64,687 $ 55,322

Common Stock (Note 1 and 2) 9,888 9,888

Mutual Funds (Note 1 and 3) 221,588 218,909

$296,163 $284,119

TRUST FUNDS PRINCIPAL AND UNEXPENDED INCOME

Trust Funds Principal (Note 4) $207,114 $204,721

Unexpended Income (Note 4) 89,049 79,398

$296,163 $284,119

The accompanying notes to financial statements are

an integral part of this statement.
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
For the Year Ending December 31, 1976

BALANCE — Beginning of period

Capital gains
Income from interest and dividends
Proceeds from sales of lots

and other receipts
Expenditures

Balance — End of period

Principal
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MASCOMA AREA HEALTH COUNCIL

The MASCOMA AREA HEALTH COUNCIL estab-

lished at the Town Meetings in 1969 will, this year, start

its eighth year of service to the Towns of Canaan, En-

field, Grafton and Orange and its second year to Dor-

chester. Serving a population of approximately 5500 the

Councils two nurses provide nursing service in the home
and a complete health promotion and disease prevention

program. The Council receives referrals from hospitals,

local physicians, relatives, concerned neighbors or the

patient. The Nurses' home visits now average about 210

per month. A Physical Therapist, Elaine Mackin, of En-

field, is on contract with the Council and available when
needed as are the Home Health Aides.

The free WELL CHIL CLINIC, held every month, has

an enrollment of approximately 250 pre-school children.

These children are eligible to participate in the bi-annual

Dental Clinic sponsored by the N. H. State Department

of Dental Health. These clinics are now held in Enfield

Town Hall, "Whitney Hall," where the MASCOMA AREA
HEALTH COUNCIL office is located, telephone 632-7234.

From time to time the Council cooperates with other

agencies and the N. H. Department of Health to provide

Adult Health Screening clinics and a Women's Clinic

sponsored by the American Cancer Society.

Council support comes from the Five Towns served

on a per capita bases, plus fees collected from Medicare,

Medicaid, Third Party Payers and private paying pa-

tients. Of necessity we must set a fee for skilled nursing

service rendered other than the free clinics. However
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the services of the Council are available to everyone re-

gardless of ability to pay.

The Council is governed by a volunteer Board of Direc-

tors elected from the five towns. Its Medical Policies and
Practices are supervised by a Medical Advisory Board
consisting of area physicians and nurses.

Susan Schleich, R.N. of West Canaan is Nurse-Director

of the Council. Betsy Larison, R.N. of West Lebanon is

a full time nurse and our office and administrative duties

are assisted by Sharron A. Wheeler of Enfield.
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CANAAN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

1976 Annual Report

From May to November of 1976 the Commission held

five meetings in the Town Building. It was formally

agreed at the July 29th meeting that the Commission

should continue to deal with major applications and
discussions at the monthly meetings. However, minor or

uncomplicated business can best be settled by agreement

of three or more members, with the secretary noting the

decisions in the minutes of the next formal meeting. This

has proved to be a useful procedure, since it expedites

on-the-spot consultation and quick decision on requested

approvals.

During the year eleven applications for certificates of

approval of revisions and additions to property in the

Canaan Historic District were reviewed, discussed, and

approved. Five of these involved minor alterations or

painting, two covered construction of new out-buildings,

one was a major building addition, two were temporary

approvals to lead to final applications in 1977, and one

was later filed for reference after the project was aban-

doned (parking lot and fence at the Town Beach). One of

the temporary approvals covered limited demolition

needed to permit assessment of the extent and method
of restoration and structural repairs to the old Methodist

Church building.

In addition to the foregoing, a temporary application

pending from 1975 was settled during 1976 when the

property owner removed the temporary structure in

question from his premises.

Restoration work on the Old Meeting House was re-

viewed at meetings of the Commission, but details are

omitted because they are covered in the report of the

Old Meeting House Committee.
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A request from a real estate broker for a copy of "Reg-
ulations for Canaan Historic District" was fulfilled. The
Commission is again distributing this information to

other real estate brokers in the vicinity.

During one Commission meeting a review of a possible

technical violation of Historic District regulations em-
phasized that no accurate map of the Historic District

showing property ownership and precise District bound-
aries is known to exist. It will be an objective of the

Commission to develop such a map at such time as a

Town property map becomes available. Up to the present,

there have been no applications which would have been
affected by lack of such a map.

Canaan Historic District Commission
William Geoghegan, Chairman
Radcliffe Edmonds, Secretary

A. L. Morris

George Morse

David Webster
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REPORT OF OLD MEETING HOUSE
COMMITTEE— 1976

Physical restoration of the Old Meeting House was
resumed in 1976. The main building was re-roofed. The
belfry was rebuilt structurally and re-roofed. The ex-

terior of the clock tower was renovated, including repair

or replacement of loose or damaged sheathing and clap-

boards, caulking, and exterior painting. The clock dials

and weathervane were overhauled and refinished with

gold leaf. A new three wire electric service was installed

with the feeder relocated to the rear of the building.

The foregoing work consumed the greater part of the

available money, and the restoration fund stood at

$1,491.32 at the end of the year. No major donations

were received in 1976.

Following up the general plan established in 1975, the

Committee prepared in 1976 a detailed analysis of the

restoration. This will be the working guide. It comprises

a breakdown of the project into individual jobs, an out-

line of the interrelationships and required sequence, and

a listing of points that will need additional information,

design decisions, or special skills.

Formal application was made to the New Hampshire
State Historic Preservation Office for a grant of match-

ing funds from the Historic Preservation Grant-in-Aid

program of the National Park Service. Approval was re-

ceived for a grant of $5,000 for 1977. Actual receipt of

this will be contingent upon our providing the matching

amount from the restoration fund, and upon eligibility

of expenditures under the detailed rules of the National

Park Service.

The goals of the Committee for 1977 are as follows:

(1) Intensify fund-raising to build the fund to at least

the $5,000 needed to match the available grant.
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Do this early enough in the year to have the money
to spend during the building season.

(2) Continue the exterior renovation of the main build-

ing by repair or replacement of sheathing and clap-

boards, caulking and exterior painting, and com-

plete overhaul and refinishing of all sash. It is

estimated that this will approximately match the

1977 funding goal.

(3) Prepare plans and specifications for the first phases

of interior work, get estimates, and apply for

matching funds for 1978 to correspond to a rea-

sonable goal of work and fund-raising.

Respectfully submitted,

C. Dana Christy, Secretary

W.H.B. Geoghegan, Chm.
Earl C. North

Clayton W. Stark

Pamela Webster
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REPORT OF PLANNING BOARD

1976-1977

The Canaan Planning Board held seventeen meetings

during 1976-77. The chief piece of business to come
before the Board this year was its first major subdivision

application. After many revisions and ten meetings in-

cluding two abutters' hearings, the subdivision applica-

tion was approved on February 2, 1977, seventeen

months after its initial submission. Needless to say, the

Board's review process was long and detailed; however,

the subdivider himself took no action for ten of those

months.

In addition to approving one major subdivision, the

Board also approved two minor subdivision applications

and found thirteen applications not to be subject to the

regulations. All applications which were denied at any

point were subsequently approved after revisions. Eight

public hearings were held for abutters and other towns-

people to express their feelings about particular sub-

divisions. The Planning Board twice granted variances

after holding Public Hearings.

In 1976, the Town voted to make the Planning Board

an elective rather than an appointive body. Six persons

are to be elected in 1977 to fill two three-year, two two-

year, and two one-year posts. In each succeeding year,

two persons will be elected to three-year posts. The Se-

lectmen will appoint one of their member to be the

Board's seventh member.

In 1977-78 the Planning Board will continue to admin-

ister the subdivision regulations as well as continue

gathering information it needs to compile an Official

Map of the Town. When engineers have outlined the
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flood plain limits in more detail as required in the

National Flood Insurance Act, the Planning Board will

be required to draw up and recommend to the Town
additional land control ordinances.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Pacht, Secretary

Members 1976-77

Claire Brown, Chairperson

John Hammond
Edward Lary

Roger L. Remade, Sr.

Lucy Roberts

Bruce Pacht

E. John Zani
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REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION

For the Year Ending December 1976

The Canaan Conservation Commission was reorganized

this year and held its first meeting on April 26, 1976.

The primary order of business was to effect a

new COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT between the TOWN
OF CANAAN and the CANAAN CONSERVATION
COMMISSION, and the GRAFTON COUNTY CON-
SERVATION DISTRICT, the SOIL CONSERVATION
SERVATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of AG-
RICULTURE relative to: Acceleration of soil surveys

for land use planning in certain areas of CANAAN,
N. H., Grafton County.

The first Agreement effected on the 15th of June 1974

ran out without utilizing a $2,750.00 grant from the Ford

Foundation. The new agreement effected on the 6th of

July 1976 will utilize all of this Ford Foundation grant.

All work under this agreement is to be completed and

in the possession of the TOWN of CANAAN on or about

September 1, 1977. It is hoped that this effort will com-

plete the soil sampling of all the acreage of the TOWN.
However the COMMISSION is anticipating a shortfall of

completing approximately 2000 (two thousand) acres and

has therefor requested a modest sum of money be incor-

porated in this years town budget to continue this effort.

Money not expended cannot be carried over to the next

fiscal year for the COMMISSION.

The CONSERVATION COMMISSION will upon the

completion of this soils mapping project have in its

possession a base soil map for the TOWN and soil survey

interpretation sheets which provide information about

engineering properties of soils, the suitability of soils

as resource material, and major soil features affecting

engineering uses of soils. The interpretation sheets also
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contain information relative to the degree of soil limita-

tion for TOWN and COUNTRY planning and recreational

uses, and suitability for farm, woodland and wildlife

uses.

All information obtained under the terms of this agree-

ment is public property.

The CONSERVATION COMMISSION has been con-

sulted on several state and local projects prior to the

initiation of the work requested.

The conservation Commission will be as effective as

the citizens of the TOWN of CANAAN desire it to be.

Anyone interested in being a member of the COMMIS-

SION or who has information, projects, or ideas to offer

is encouraged to contact any member of the COM-

MISSION or the selectmen.

Respectfully submitted,

Roger L. Remade, Sr.

Chairperson

Joseph W. Hill

Albert 0. Decato

Lee T. Woodward
Robert H. Wurtz

Secretary
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REPORT OF THE WILLIAMS FIELD

BICENTENNIAL PROJECT

A Bicentennial Committee was formed early in 1976.

One of the requirements for becoming a Bicentennial

community was to choose a project that would benefit

the town, but it must also be one that would not, in all

probability, be done under normal circumstances.

The project chosen was the restoration of Williams

Field. This included building a 50x100 ft. skating rink,

replacing and restoring playground equipment and re-

furbishing the existing dugouts. We applied for and
received matching funds from the New Hampshire
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. We re-

ceived $1,000 from the town and $1,000 in matching

funds.

Fill was hauled in and graded. Then clay was placed

over the top and leveled to make a waterproof base for

the rink. Then planks were placed ail around and a clay

cove was built to hold the water. The rink has been

flooded and is being used by area children and by the

Mascoma Area Recreation Committee for Saturday morn-
ing skating lessons.

The dugouts were repaired and painted. The balance

of the money was spent on playground equipment. The
playground was covered with woodchips and a light was
installed over the skating rink.

Equipment purchased for installation in the spring

includes: three spring animals, three park benches, 1

four board seesaw, two basketball backboards and hoops

and six new seats and chains for the old swing set.

Our hopes for the future include: a fence between the

playground and Rt. 4, a new backstop, picnic tables, a

set of bleachers and more playground equipment.
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I would like to thank those people who donated their

time, equipment and materials to make this dream a

reality.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas E. Carrier

Project Director

FINANCIAL REPORT OF
WILLIAMS FIELD PROJECT

Dec. 31, 1976
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