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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

The polls will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on

March 2, 1976. The polls are located at the Canaan Ele-

mentary School, Canaan, New Hampshire.

To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan in the

County of Grafton in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Canaan Elemen-

tary School in said Canaan on Tuesday, the second day

of March, 1976, next at ten of the clock in the forenoon,

to act upon the following subjects:

1. To choose all necessary Town officers for the year

ensuing.

2. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to borrow money in anticipation of tax revenues.

3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to convey to the highest bidder by Quitclaim Deed
all property acquired by tax deed or to take any other

action pertaining thereto.

4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the pre-

payment of taxes and to authorize the Tax Collector to

accept payments in prepayment of taxes, in accordance

with the provisions of New Hampshire Revised Statutes

Annotated 80:52-a.

5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-

men to accept gifts and/or federal or state aid in the

name of the Town of Canaan.

6. To see if the Town will vote to elect the members
of the Planning Board in accordance with the provisions

of New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 36:4

(II) (b).
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7. Pursuant to the petition by ten (10) or more voters

or legal property owners of the Town, presented to the

Selectmen or one (1) of them at least thirty-five (35) days

before March 2, 1976: To see if the Town will vote to call

the road extending from the Town House (Canaan Street)

to Route 4, formerly called Hinkley Road, the John Rob-

erts Boulevard, in memory of John Roberts who served

the Town of Canaan as Selectman for many years and

who gave of his time and energy for the betterment of

the Town of Canaan. Also to see if the Town will vote

to post a sign with that name at each end of the road.

8. The Canaan Fair, Inc., has offered to sell the ma-

jority of the Canaan Fair, Inc., property to the Town
for One Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($125,-

000.00). The Town is contemplating this purchase for

public, recreational purposes. Prior to further negotia-

tions between the Canaan Fair, Inc., and the Town, the

Selectmen wish to determine the opinion of the towns-

people regarding the proposed purchase. Therefore, the

following article is submitted for consideration: To see

if the Town favors the purchase of the property of the

Canaan Fair, Inc., for pubUc, recreational purposes, and,

if so, to allow the Selectmen to negotiate with the Canaan

Fair, Inc. relative to the terms and conditions of the

purchase and, thereafter, to report their findings to the

Town at a continued session of this Town meeting to be

held on the 21st day of June, 1976, at 7:30 p.m. at the

Canaan Elementary School in said Canaan. At that con-

tinued Town meeting, a vote will be taken on the follow-

ing question: To see if the Town will vote to purchase

the property of the Canaan Fair, Inc., for public, recrea-

tional purposes.

9. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum
of Two Hundred Sixty-Six Dollars ($266.00) as its share

of the cost of publicizing and promoting the natural

attractions of the Dartmouth/Lake Sunapee region.



10. To see if the Town will vote by two-thirds (%)

majority to authorize the Selectmen, until directed to

the contrary at a subsequent Town meeting, to apply,

negotiate, contract, accept and do all other things neces-

sary to obtain such federal, state, or other aid as may be

available for the report for, design of and construction

of the sewage disposal system, and to authorize the

Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of said aid

as set forth in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Anno-

tated 33.7-b et seq., as amended and to pass any vote

relating thereto.

11. To see if the Town will vote by two-thirds (%)
majority to raise and appropriate the sum of Three

Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for the purpose of pre-

paring a facilities plan on sewage and sewage treatment

facilities which are requirements contained in the Fed-

eral Water Pollution Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C.

Section 1251), and which will qualify the Town for fed-

eral funds, such sum to be raised by the issuance of serial

bonds or notes not to exceed Twelve Thousand Dollars

($12,000.00) under and in compliance with the provisions

of the Municipal Finance Act (New Hampshire Revised

Statutes Annotated Chapter 33, as amended) and to au-

thorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds

or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon,

and to take such other actions as may be necessary to

effect the issuance, negotiation, sale and delivery of such

bonds or notes as shall be in the best interests of the

Town of Canaan, and to allow the Selectmen to expend

such monies as become available from the federal govern-

ment under the Financial Assistance Program of the

Construction Grants Sections of the Federal Water Pollu-

tion Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et

seq.), and to pass any vote relating thereto.

12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Se-

lectmen, until directed to the contrary at a subsequent

Town meeting, to appoint the Highway Agent.
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13. To see if the Town will vote to authorize with-

drawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund established

under the provisions of the State and Local Assistance

Act of 1972 for use as set-offs against budget appropria-

tions in the amount indicated; and, further, to authorize

the Selectmen to make pro rata reductions in the

amounts if estimated entitlements are reduced or take

any other action thereon:

Fire Department $4,800

Library $2,500

Recreation $1,000

Town Officers' Expenses $7,500

Highway Maintenance

(Summer and Winter) $9,200

14. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the

sum of Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) for the Opportun-

ity Center.

15. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary

to defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same,

16. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-

tees or any other officers here-to-before chosen and to

pass any vote relating thereto and to transact any other

business that may legally come before this meeting.

Given under our hands and seals this 11th day of

February, 1976.

WALTER W. KING, Chm.
GEORGE W. MORSE
WILLIAM G. GEE

Selectmen of Cannan
Grafton County, N. H.
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A true copy of Warrant, Attest:

WALTER W. KING, Chm.
GEORGE W. MORSE
WILLIAM G. GEE

Selectmen of Cannan
Grafton County, N. H.

Note: The articles of the Warrant will be taken up at

7:00 P.M.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF CANAAN

Source of Revenue

Estimated
Revenue
Previous

Fiscal Year

From State:

Interest & Dividends Tax $ 10,000.00
Bounties 2.00
Savings Bank Tax
Meals & Rooms Tax 10,000.00
Highway Subsidy (CI. IV & V) 24,113.08
Reim. Forest Conservation Aid
Mascoma Forest 100.00

Reim. A/C Flood Control Land 10,000.00
Reim. A/C Business Profits Tax 12,000.00
Civil Defense 50.00
Reimbursement O.A.A 2,999.99

From Local Sources:

Dog Licenses 800.00
Business Licenses, Permits &

Filing Fees 50.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 21,000.00
Interest on Taxes & Deposits 1,000.00
Income from Trust Funds
Withdrawal Capital Reserve Funds ....

Prim. A/C Motor Vehicle Rd. Toll .... 400.00
Fines & Forfeits—

Municipal & District Court 2,000.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 40.00
Resident Taxes Retained 9,000.00
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed 500.00
Sale of Town Property
Income from Departments 100.00
Duncan 12,248.93
Refunds 1,000.00
Town of Orange @ Fire 600.00

From Federal Sources:

Revenue Sharing 36,000.00
For Old Meeting House

Total Revenues from all Sources
Except Property Taxes $154,004.00

Actual
Revenue
Previous

Fiscal Year

2,352.87
12,153.79
24,113.08

228.82

13,993.52

8.04

935.18

Estimated
Revenue

Fiscal Year
1976

(1976-77)

$ 13,749.52 $ 13,000.00

1,000.00
12,000.00
24,012.81

100.00
10,000.00
14,000.00

50.00

900.00

150.00



Purpose of Appropriation

General Government:

Town Officers' Salaries
Town Officers' Expenses
Election & Registration Expenses ....

Municipal & District Court Expenses
Town Hall & Other Town Buildings ..

Employees' Ret. & Social Security ....

Contingency Fund — Matching Funds
Dog Officer

Protection of Persons & Property:

Police Department
Fire Department
Care of Trees
Insurance
Planning & Zoning
Damages & Legal Expense
Civil Defense

Health Dept. (Ind. Hospitals

& Ambulance)
Vital Statistics

Sewer Maintenance
Town Dump & Garbage Removal

Highw^ays & Bridges:

Town Maint. — Summer & Winter ....

Street Lighting
General Expenses of Hwy. Dept
Town Road Aid

Libraries

Public Welfare:

Town Poor & Old Age Assistance ....

Aid to Soldiers & Family
Conservation Commission

Patriotic Purposes (Memorial
Day, Etc.)

Recreation

Gasoline
Historic Dist. Comm
Cemeteries
Parks & Playgrounds
Advertising & Regional Associations

Appro-
priations
Previous

Fiscal Year



Debt Service:

Interest on Temporary Loans 2,000.00 4,392.13 4,500.00
Meals on wheels 350.00
Reappraisal of Property 1,000.00 638.27 500.00
Highway Subsidy 24,113.08 27,831.94 24,012.81
Tarvia 10,000.00 10,077.59 10,000.00
Duncan 12,248.93 11,725.01 11,433.35
Old Meeting House Committee 150.00

Payment to Capital Reserve Funds
Reappraisal & Sewer Funds 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00
Sewer Study 1.00
Purchase of Fair Grounds 1.00

Total Appropriations $188,440.38 $209,574.67 $210,080.62

EDWARD LARY, Chairman
BRIAN HAYES
PAUL GAGNON
GENE C. DAVIS
MILTON WILSON
MARTHA PUSEY
RUTH LESTER
DONALD McALISTER

Budget Committee
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FINANCIAL REPORT

For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1975

This is to certify that the information contained in this

report was taken from official records and is complete to

the best of our knowledge and beUef

.

BALANCE SHEET

Assets



Uncollected Taxes:

Levy of 1975, incl. res. taxes 50,863.08

Levy of 1974 1,123.70

Levy of 1973 380.22

Total 52,367.00

Total Assets $348,319.58

Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-74 57,750.46

Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-75 52,893.88

Increase-Decrease of Surplus (Deficit)

Change in Financial Condition -4,856.58

LIABILITIES

Accounts Owed by the Town:

Bills outstanding $ 700.00

Unexpended Bal. of Special

Appropriations 9,730.59

Unexpended Revenue Sharing

Funds, incl. 4,061.14 int. 27,173.14

Unexpended State Hwy.
Subsidy Funds

Yield Tax Deposits

School District(s) Tax(es)

Payable — 1976

Other Liabilities

Duncan Funds
(Class IV Maint.)



Total Liabilities 295,425.70

Current Surplus 52,893.88

Grand Total $348,319.58

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

Receipts

Current Revenue:

From Local Taxes:

Property Taxes— 1975 $481,108.14

Resident Taxes — 1975 9,300.00

Nat'l Bank Stock Taxes — 1975 10.00

Yield Taxes— 1975 836.62

Total Current Year's Taxes



Bus. licenses, permits & filing fees 150.00

Fines & forfeits, municipal &
District Court 2,110.00

Interest received on deposits 3,448.34

Income from trust funds 7,317.49

Income from departments 312.79

Motor vehicle permits 26,504.51

Total Current Revenue Receipts



Town officers' expenses 5,980.40

Election & registration exp.



Recreation:

Recreation Commission 2,191.00

Parks & playgrounds, incl.

band concerts 486.21

Public Service Enterprises:

Cemeteries, incl. hearse hire 7,144.96

Unclassified:



Payments to Other Gov't. Divisions:

Payments to State a-c 2%
Bond & Debt Ret. Taxes 255.85

Taxes paid to County 35,528.62

Payments to School Districts 413,054.27

Total Payments to Other

Governmental Divisions 448,838.74

Total Payments for all Purposes 789,735.69

Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1975—
(June 30, 1976) 256,516.13

Grand Total $1,046,251.82
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY

Description Value

Town Hall, Lands and Buildings

Furniture and Equipment



REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

For the Year Ending December 31, 1975

Dog Report

Receipts

1975 189 males @ $2.00 $378.00

51 Females @ $5.00 255.00

114 spayed females @ $2.00 228.00

1 kennel @ $50.00 50.00

3 half kennels @ $12.00 36.00

replaced 1 lost dog tag

@ 50^ .50

61 penalties @ $1.00 61.00

$ 1,008.50

Payments

Fees retained



Filing Fees

Town Meeting

Paid to Treasurer

$ 16.00

$ 16.00

Respectfully submitted,

Inez M. Cushman
Town Clerk

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

For the Year Ending December 31, 1975

Receipts from Selectmen $271,559.21

Receipts from Town Clerk 27,684.66

Receipts from Tax Col. 532,437.94

Bal. on hand December 31, 1974

Payments by order of Selectmen

Bal. on hand December 31, 1975

$ 831,681.43

226,186.86

$1,057,868.67

824,342.86

$ 233,525.81

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. Eastman

Town Treasurer
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

For the Year Ending December 31, 1975

SUMMARY OF WARRANTS

Property, Resident and Yield Taxes

Levy of 1975

Debit

Taxes Committed to Collector:

Property Taxes

Resident Taxes

Nat'l Bank Stock Taxes



Abatements Made During Year:

Property Taxes



Penalties Collected on Delinquent

Resident Taxes

Total Debits

Credit

Remittances to Treasurer:

Property Taxes

Resident Taxes

Yield Taxes

Interest collected

Penalties collected

170.00

$42,269.28

$31,128.72

1,800.00

444.13

1,145.14

170.00

Abatements Made During Year:

Property Taxes

Resident Taxes

Uncollected Taxes at Close of Year:

Property

Total Credits

$34,687.99

5,957.59

500.00

1,123.70

$42,269.28

SUMMARY OF WARRANTS

Property

Levy of 1973

Debit

Uncollected Taxes— As of Jan. 1, 1975

Property Taxes $876.76

Interest collected on Delinquent

Property taxes

Total Debit

$876.76

22.50

$899.26
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Credit

Remittances to Treasurer During Year

Property Taxes

Interest
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS

Town Officers Sal



Clerk

Supplies



Health Department

Charles Clifford, Health Officer 360.00

Mascoma Area Health Council 4,247.00



CANAAN POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

This has been a very busy year for this department at

least as far as major crimes go at least in the field of

Burglaries. At this time we have only 3 outstanding

Burglaries which have not gone to Court at this time due

to the fact that we have no suspects at this time. Two of

these took place in December, 1975.

We recovered a total of $3,175.00 in stolen property

this year including one vehicle. This is somewhat higher

then it has been in the past.

This year we also had some arson cases. This is the

first time that we have gotten a conviction in this area.

Subject received a State Prison sentence.

This year we again had a crosswalk here in the village

for the protection of those who must cross the street and

for the protection of the Uttle ones going and coming

from school. I would hke to see this done each year. It

is a benefit to all.

A total of about 28,000 miles was put on the police car

this year in patrolling, etc. throughout the year.

Our emergency trips are down this year on going to

the hospital. This is due to the good coverage we get

from the Lebanon Ambulance Service.

Again this year we are free of any fatal accidents (In

Police work we are very happy about this). We had a total

of 28 accidents. Damage and injuries minor in some.

I am very happy to say that this Department is getting

very good cooperation from the younger people in town,

(teen age group)
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I would like to see the town find a way to get the

money for a radar unit as we still have a problem with

some speeders in the Village, Canaan Street and West
Canaan. This is where we have the 30 MPH zone.

Out driving while drinking rate is down in Canaan
this year. The reason for this I am not sure of. Perhaps

this is due to the patrolhng which is down, and the coop-

eration of the driving public and stiffer laws for those

convicted.

At this time I also wish to thank those who have helped

and cooperated to make my job as your Chief of Police

more easily performed.

Ernest B. Smith

Chief of Police
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FOREST FIRE WARDEN

Upon the recommendation of town selectmen and city

councils, the Division of Forests and Lands appoints a

forest fire warden and several deputy forest fire wardens
in each town and city every three years. The town or city

warden is responsible for maintaining a force of men
and adequate equipment to suppress any wildfire that

occurs in his town or city during his term of appoint-

ment. The fire warden must authorize all open burning

when the ground is not covered with snow. No open fires

can be authorized between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., unless it

is raining, without the additional permission of the state

district fire chief.

Any person wishing to kindle an open fire when the

ground is not covered with snow must first obtain the

written permission of the forest fire warden. Camp and

cooking fires also require the warden's permission.

The Division of Forests and Lands, through its Forest

Fire Service, assists all cities and towns in meeting these

requirements by training the warden and deputy forces

in wildfire suppression tactics, making hand tool sup-

pression equipment available at fifty percent of cost,

supplying pieces of Federal excess property for use as

fire attack vehicles and sharing up to fifty percent of the

cost of wildfire suppression costs.

Wildfire prevention is also a joint state, city or town

program. Smokey Bear is available from the Forest Fire

Service for local fire prevention programs. Posters and

Junior Ranger kits are available for distribution by local

fire departments upon request to the Forest Fire Service.

Each forest fire warden is expected to carry on a con-

tinuous wildfire prevention program within his town or

city.
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1975 Forest Fire Statistics



ROAD AGENT'S REPORT

Gordon Lary

Labor

Equipment

Summer Maintenance

$13,798.55

10,815.60

$24,614.15

Labor

Equipment

Winter Maintenance

$ 9,537.76

10,598.80

$20,136.56

Tarvia

Labor

Equipment



CEMETERY REPORT

1975

Labor & Equip., Wells $3,473.70

Labor & Equip., Canaan Street 1,777.50

Labor & Equip., West Canaan 799.80

Labor & Equip., St. Mary's 334.10

Labor & Equip., Sawyer Hill 217.80

Labor & Equip., West Farms 228.60

Labor & Equip., Birch Corner 15.20

Labor & Equip., Atwell & Jones 15.20

Labor & Equip., Cobble Hill -0-

Labor, All Cemeteries 150.00

Respectfully submitted,

Myrtle W. Kimball, Agent
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REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES

Income 1975:



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

1975

Volumes on hand 1-1-75 18,281

Volumes added in 1975 458

Circulation



TOWN OF CANAAN TRUST FUNDS

BALANCE SHEETS

December 31, 1975 and 1974

Assets

1975 1974

Cash $ 55,322 $ 51,208

Common Stock (Note 1 and 2) 9,888 9,888

Mutual Funds (Note 1 and 2) 218,909 218,250

$284,119 $279,346

TRUST FUNDS PRINCIPAL AND UNEXPENDED INCOME

Trust Funds Principal (Note 4) $204,721 $204,176

Unexpended Income (Note 4) 79,398 75,170

$284,119 $279,346

The accompanying notes to financial statements are

an integral part of this statement.
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

For the Year Ended December 31, 1975

Balance — Beginning of period

Capital gains
Income from interest and dividends
Proceeds from sales of

lots and other receipts
Expenditures

Principal
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AAASCOAAA AREA HEALTH COUNCIL

Summary of Services for Town Reports

January 1, 1975 to December 31, 1975

The Council begins its eighth year of services to

Canaan, Enfield, Grafton and Orange, and its second

year of service to Dorchester, which joined in 1975.

Serving a population of about 5,500 in an area covering

200 square miles, the Council's two nurses (each working
half time) provide nursing service in the home and a

complete health promotion and disease prevention and

control program to the 5 communities. During the year

1975 they made a total of 1,700 visits to area residents.

The free Well Child Conferences are now serving 230

preschoolers. Under this program each child regularly

receives a full physical exam, all necessary immuniza-

tions, blood tests and tests for vision and hearing. Par-

ents are seen with the children, problems are discussed,

and if necessary the child is referred for further treat-

ment. The Council's nurses make follow up visits when
necessary. The Council is also under contract to super-

vise the health of the children in the Headstart Program,

and for any child who cannot see a private physician it

provides the physical exam and vision and hearing tests

required for entrance to First Grade or Kindergarten.

Preventative dentistry counselling is given parents

and children, and free dental clinics are at present

offered every six months to all children aged 3 to 6 years

who are already enrolled in the Well Child Clinics. Hy-

genists and equipment are furnished by the State De-

partment of Health, and some funds needed for after

care are available from time to time for children aged

3 to 5 in this program.

Nutritionists are available at each clinic, and are also

available to adults needing help on dietary matter. Ad-
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vice on family planning is available from the nurses and

from Planned Parenthood in Lebanon.

Over the past several years the Council has sponsored

three free "pap" test clinics (with the American Cancer

Society); and it has also sponsored two Adult Health

Screening Clinics, the last of which was offered this year

with substantial help from the Enfield Lions Club.

The Council derives its support from the 5 towns

served, each of which contributes annually on the basis

of its population, and from fees, Medicare and Medicaid

payments, and some funds available from the New
Hampshire State Division of Public Health. While it must

of necessity set a charge for services other than the free

preschool clinics and other free clinic services, the ser-

vices of the Council are available to everyone, regardless

of ability to pay the charge.

Our nurses during the year 1975 were Mrs. Gertrude

Clark, R.N. of Grafton, and Mrs. Toni Sadowsky, R.N., of

West Lebanon. Mrs. Sadowsky will leave at the end of

January, 1976 and will be replaced by Mrs. Susan

Schleick of West Canaan. Mrs. Sharron Wheeler, of En-

field, is in charge of all administrative detail of the

Council and of its clinics.

The Council is governed by a volunteer board of direc-

tors elected from the 5 towns, and its medical policies

and practices are supervised by a Medical Advisory

Board of area physicians and nurses as well as several

volunteers.

The Council maintains its office at Mascoma Valley

Regional High School, with its own telephone (632-7234).

It is heavily dependent on, and most grateful to, the

School and to the Methodist Churches of Canaan and

Enfield, which provide space for clinics and meetings. A
pamphlet describing the Council's work and services is

available on request. Its monthly meetings are open to

the public, and visitors and volunteers are welcomed.
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REPORT OF THE CANAAN
HISTORICAL MUSEUM

The Museum was founded in the Bicentennial year of

1961. It is located on the second floor of the Town
Library in the Canaan Historic District and is open Sat-

urdays from 1:30 P.M. to 4 P.M., July and August, and by
special appointment for schools and groups. Admission

is free and help is voluntary. Funds are acquired through

membership, donations, food, and sales of handcraft,

cards, maps, and Bicentennial Histories.

The Annual opening tea was held on the second floor

porch, with refreshments for all. Visitors seemed de-

lighted with the new acquisitions and the variety of

displays that have been lent or donated over the past

fourteen years.

The Museum is registered with the National Trust for

Historic Preservation in Washington, D. C.

It is hoped that all our Town folk will pay many visits

and learn of Canaan's past and lend or donate objects

suitable for this Bicentennial year.

Respectfully submitted,

Elsie G. Crocker

Cecile Blodgett

Barbara Edmonds
Rita H. Webster
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF
CANAAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Jan. 1,1975— Dec. 31, 1975

Debit

Balance Nat'l Bank of Lebanon



CANAAN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
1975 Annual Report

The Commission held four meetings during the year

1975, two in the spring and two in the fall. On several

other occasions items of business were handled by ob-

taining agreement of the Commission members.

During 1975, seven applications for certificate of ap-

proval of Canaan Historic District property revisions

were officially approved. Approval of two other applica-

tions is being delayed pending further actions and clari-

fications by the applicants.

It seems worth noting that national recognition of the

Canaan Historic District was made in an article by Rich-

ard M. Candee in "Historic Preservation," vol. 27, No. 3

(July-September 1975). On page 23 Mr. Candee writes,

"In the last few years, several New Hampshire com-

munities have taken advantage of the state enabling

legislation to create Historic districts. Among the most

interesting of these districts are the mile-long Canaan

Street district in Canaan, with churches at each end (sic)

framing a complete 19th-century rural village;— . What
is most striking about these communities is their adop-

tion of exterior controls and their complete lack of

museumization." This latter comment refers to one

theme of his article pointing out a recent trend to effec-

tive utilization of historic properties, in contrast to pre-

vious non-productive restoration of individual buildings.

The Commission agrees with this concept of maximum
use, particularly in regard to restoration plans for the

Old Meeting House.

Canaan Historic District Commission

William Geoghegan, Chairman

Radcliffe Edmonds, Secretary

Walter King

A. L. Morris

David Webster
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REPORT OF OLD MEETING HOUSE
COMMITTEE— 1975

The Old Meeting House Committee worked in two

main areas in 1975. One was promotion of several enter-

tainment events in or around the Meeting House, partly

to raise money and partly to demonstrate the value of

the building for contemporary activity. The other was

development of a general plan for rehabihtation of the

building, defining the nature and scope of the work

needed to restore the building to usefulness and historic

authenticity. The Committee held ten meetings during

the year, one of which was a thorough inspection of the

Meeting House, and two were field trips to study other

meeting houses in New Hampshire and Vermont.

The entertainment events included a three day festi-

val of arts and crafts in May, a humorous lecture in

midsummer, and musical events around Labor Day.

These were all well attended and enjoyed, and raised a

total of $1,243.09 for the restoration fund. These events

were possible only because of interest and active support

from many people in the community. The Committee

wishes to record its appreciation and gratitude.

Other funds amounting to $3,087.32 were received this

year through efforts of the Historic District Commission,

in all, including money available at the start of the year,

the amount on hand for the restoration now stands at

$7,902.00.

The Committee visited the meeting houses at Dan-

ville, Sandown, and Fremont, New Hampshire and at

Strafford, Vermont. These are roughly contemporary

with the Canaan Meeting House, and are all in much

better state of preservation than Canaan's. In each case

we were able to tour the buildings thoroughly and talk

to the local persons concerned with restoration and main-

tenance.

The original instruction to this Committee was ".
. . to

plan the restoration of the Old Meeting House with the
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objective of achieving the broadest usefulness to the

Town, while giving due consideration to historic authen-

ticity, practicality, and available funds . .
." From our

experiences this year, we have concluded that a restora-

tion similar to Strafford's will best fulfill the instruction.

Under this plan the exterior would be repaired and reno-

vated to retain the present appearance, except that the

south and west entrances would be restored and opened;

the west addition would be modified to accommodate the

entrance and a gallery stair. The interior would be re-

stored to its original layout by opening up the gallery

and the original level main floor. However, the box pews,

pulpit, and other internal features would not be recon-

structed. Rather, the main floor would be left open, with

movable seating provided. The interior would then be

spacious, well Ut, and flexible as to use. The uses could

then include public committee hearings, musical and

theatrical performances, lectures, exhibits, sales, club

meetings, dances, or other group events.

A report has been filed with the Selectmen describing

and discussing this general plan at some length.

For 1976, the objectives of the Committee will be as

follows:

(1) To organize the general plan into successive stages,

and develop the details necessary as a basis for

actually doing the work.

(2) To promote and guide the start of work on each

stage as funds become available.

(3) To continue appropriate fund raising activities.

Respectfully submitted,

C. Dana Christy, Secretary

W. H. B. Geoghegan, Chm.

Earl C. North

Clayton W. Stark

Pamela Webster
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