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REPORT OF SELECTMEN 

For the Year Ending January 31, 1923 

VALUATION OF THE TOWN 

Real estate, $272,085 

Horses, 97, 9,515 

Oxen, 2, 175 

Cows, 190, 14,025 

Other neat stock, 41, 1,730 

Sheep, 1, 10 
Hogs, 11, 113 

Fowls, 429, 561 

Vehicles, 14, 085 

Portable mills, 5, 395 

Wood and lumber, 12,275 

Stock in National Banks in the state, 1,960 

Money on hand, at interest or on deposit, 16,479 
Stock in trade, 800 

$330,708 

TAXES ASSESSED. FOR THE YEAR 

State tax, $840 

County tax, 643 

Town charges, 700 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

68 

00 
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School taxes as per statutory requirements : 

Tax of $5.00 per $1,000.00 on equalized 

valuation, $1,706 

High school tuition, 165 

Salaries of district officers, 5d 

Per capita tax, 96 

School taxes, extra: 

Superintendent’s excess salary, $90 

Repairs, 60 

Deficiency for school year 1921-22, ~ 225 

Highways and bridges, 

Special for railings, - 

State aid, construction, 

State aid, maintenance, 

Trunk line, Monadnock Road, 

Old Home Day Association, 

Mrs. M. C. Wright memorial, 

Toilet and repairs, 

Memorial Day, 

Percentage, 

Poll taxes, 4 at $3.00, $12 

115 at $5.00, o75 

18 

00 

00 

00 

$2022 

00 

00 

00 

$375 

807 

250 

484 

750 

25 

50 

35 

100 

10 

248 

$7,341 

00 

00 

£587 

18 

70 

00 

Amount committed to collector, including poll taxes, $7,928 70 

Rate, $2.22 per $100.00. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF SURRY 

ASSETS 

Cash in hands of treasurer, 

Due from state, maintenance account, 

Due from state, construction account, 

Uneollected taxes, 1920, 

Uncollected taxes, 1921, 

Unecollected taxes, 1922, 

Due for rent of town hall, 

LIABILITIES 

Due to school funds for dog licenses, 

State and town joint highway accounts: 

Unexpended balances in state treasury, 

Unexpended balances in town treasury, 

Excess of assets over liabilities, 

LIST OF TOWN PROPERTY 

‘own hall, 
Furniture and equipment, 

Highway department equipment, 

Fire department equipment, 

Hearse, 

New Hampshire Law Reports, 

Wright grove, 

$1,038 

344 

443 : 

162 

462 

1,638 

22 

$4112 : 

$47 

188 2 

1,083 

$1,919 

2,192 

$4,112 : 

$5,000 
100 

00 

00 

100. 00 

250 00 

a0 

300 

400 

$6,200 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
a 

REGISTRY OF DOGS FOR 1922 

Male dogs, 21, $42 00 

Female dogs, 2, 10 00 

$52 OV 

Clerk’s fees at 20ce, 4 60 

Paid to treasurer, 47 40 

REPORT ON CEMETERY LOTS 

Received for one lot, $2 00 

Paid to treasurer, $2 00 

REPORT OF PERMITS FOR REGISTRATION OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES 

Received for 25 permits, $153 36 

Paid to treasurer, $153 36 

Respectfully submitted, 

MYRON H. PORTER, 

Clerk. 

REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER 

RECEIPTS 

For the Year Ending Jan. 31, 1923 

Balance in treasury, Jan. 31, 1922, $519 49 

State highway department, maintenance account, 242 14 

State highway department, construction account, 96 30 

State treasurer, savings bank tax, 212 53 
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State treasurer, railroad tax, 18 

State treasurer, blister rust account, 15 

Selectmen, borrowed from Ashuelot National Bank, 1,000 

Town clerk, dog licenses, 47 

Town clerk, cemetery lot, 2 

Town clerk, registration of motor vehicles, 153 

George Malcolm, collector, 1920 account, iy 

George Malcolm, collector, 1921 account, 912 

George Malcolm, collector, 1922 account, 6,292 

$9,649 

EXPENDITURES 

- Paid 126 orders drawn on the treasury by the se- 

leetmen, $8,610 

Balance in treasury, Jan. 31, 1928, $1,038 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES EH. HARVEY, 

96 

61 

Town Treasurer. 

DISBURSEMENTS BY ORDER OF SELECTMEN 

TOWN OFFICERS’ SALARIES 

Samuel Ball, services a selectman 1921, $60 

George B. Conley, services as selectman 1921, 50 

Frank B. Kingsbury, services as selectman 1921, 40 

George Malcolm, services as tax collector 1921, 45 

Myron H. Porter, services as town clerk 1922, 23 

James EK. Harvey, service as treasurer 1922, 25 

James K. Harvey, services as auditor 1921, D 

H. W. Harvey, services as moderator 1922, 6 

$254 

00 

00 

00 
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TOWN OFFICERS’ EXPENSES 

Printing town reports, $49 OC 

Stationery, postage and supplies, - 28 18 

Town counsel, retaining fee and bill, 15 00 

Bonding town officers, 31 50 

$123 68 

ELECTION AND REGISTRATION 

Salaries of supervisors, $36 09 

Salaries of ballot inspectors, 6 00 

$42 00 

TOWN HALL EXPENSES 

Janitor, $12 09 

Oil, globes, ete., 6 78 

Stove pipe, 3 50 

Toilet and freight, 123416 

Materials, lumber and hardware, dO 89 

Labor, 59 00 

$248 32 

HEALTH AND SANITATION 

Vital statistics, eae 

Grace A. Richardson, 20 00 

Elliot City Hospital, 107 56 

€129 $81 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

Registration fees, $6 
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STATE HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 

Balance in state treasury, 1921, $230 77 

Balance in town treasury, 1921, 250.46 

Balance in joint fund, $461 58 

Appropriation by the state, 1922, $750 O00 

Appropriation by the town, 1922, 750 00 

Total joint fund, 1922, $1,800 00 

$1,961 53 

Expended by Edward M. Britton, $740 44 

- Expended by Howard L. Baird, 133 00 

Expended by H. W. Harvey, 4 50 

Expended by state, 393 68 

$1,271; 62 

Unexpended balances: town, $344.96, state, $344.95, $689 91 

TOWN HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 

Edward M. Britton, town patrol, $349 35 

W. I. Britton, road agent, | 309 56 

Expended by the selectmen: 

Roads and bridges, ere bask od 

Railings, ete., 138 58 

Breaking roads, SO hy 

$387 06 

$1,125 97 
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TRUNK LINE MAINTENANCE 

Monadnock Road, $46 44 

LIBRARY EXPENSES 

Librarian, $52 00 

Oil, $1 38 

$53 38 

PATRIOTIC PURPOSES 

Memorial Day exercises, flowers and flags, $5 Tio 

RECREATION 

Old Home Day Association, $50 00 

Mrs. M. C. Wright memorial, | 35 00 

$85 00 

CEMETERY EXPENSES 

Sexton, $20 00 

LEGAL EXPENSES 

Kellog vs. Town of Surry, , $435 89 
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TEMPORARY LOANS 

Interest on temporary loans in anticipation of taxes, $15 42 

STATE HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 

Balance in state treasury, 1921, $249 24 

Balance in town treasury, 1921, PABST. 

Total balance in joint fund, 1921, $462 99 

Appropriation by state, 1922, $290 00 

Appropriation by ‘the town, 1922, 484 50 

$774 50 

Total joint fund, $1,237 89 

Expended by H. W. Harvey, foreman, Don OD 

Unexpended balances, state, $448.34, town, $738.90, $1,182 24 

PAYMENTS ON TEMPORARY LOANS 

Paid to Ashuelot National Bank, $1,000 00 

PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL DIVISIONS 

State tax, $840 00 

Poll taxes, 164 00 



County tax, 645 68 

School district, 2,442 78 

$4,090 46 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL BALL, 
GEORGE B. CONLEY, 
HOLLIS W. HARVEY, 

Selectmen of Surry. 



- REPORT OF TRUST FUNDS 

Sarah Aldrich fund, 

Interest, 

Expended, 

Mary Hayward fund, 

Interest, 

Expended, 

‘Sumner Wilder fund, 

Interest, 

Abijah Benton fund, 

Interest, 

Expended, 

Susan Hills fund, 

Interest, 

Charles W. Reed fund, 

Interest, 

Expended, 

Marietta C. Wright fund, 

Interest, 

Expended, 

GEO. H. JOSLIN, 
LEON A. HODGKINS, 
HOLLIS W. HARVEY, 

72 

Trustees. 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 

This is to certify I have audited the accounts of the town 

officers of Surry and find them to be correct to the best of my 

knowledge, with vouchers therefor. . 

FRANK B. KINGSBURY, 

Town Auditor. 

Feb. 22, 1928. 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

To the School Board and Citizens of Surry: 

[ submit my fourth annual report as superintendent of 

schools for the supervisory union number 388. 

I. SCHOOL PROGRESS. In the district as a whole the 

progress of the schools during the school year 1921-1922 was 

fairly satisfactory. Every school in the district was open for 

the required thirty-six weeks. The teachers were, with a few 

exceptions, well qualified and did good work. The attendance 

was about the same as the state average. The number of 

pupils who failed of promotion to the next grade was small. 

This vear all schools opened on schedule and have suffered 

no interruptions up to this time. There was the usual number 

of changes in teachers, amounting to nearly one-half the whole 

number in the district, but the average quality of teachers is 

better than we have had in any year since the close of the 

World war. Attendance so far is even better than it was last 

year, except in a few localities where heavy snow has made it 

difficult for pupils who have long distances to go. The average 

attendance for the district for September was 96.3 per cent, 

for October the same; for November 98.2 per cent; and for 

December and part of January 96.8 per cent. 

Improvements have been made this year along several 

lines: (1) The general guidance of teachers in organizing 

their schools has been made more effective and reports are 

required at frequent intervals showing the progress and qual- 

ity of the work in all classes as well as attendance. (2) A new 

series of arithmetic texts has been introduced and for supple- 
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mentary material the Studebaker Practice Tests provide prac- 

tice in the four fundamental processes in an efficient and 

economical way. (3) The Houston method of writing, which 

was introduced last year on trial, has been extended to all the 

schools with full equipment of copy books and the results are 

apparent in an improvement in the qualty of handwriting. 

(4) A spelling book is now in use that is not merely a lst of 

words; it was prepared from a careful study of actual needs 

and the words are earefully graded, and an economical method 

of teaching is emphasized. (5) The new series of Geography 

texts by Brigham and MacFarlane brings instruction in that 

subject up to date, both the maps and the text having been 

revised since the World War. 

II. TEACHERS. The shortage of teachers existing 

throughout the state since the war has been relieved to a great 

extent; there are teachers enough to go around, but we have 

filled out the ranks with a larger number of girls just out of 

high school with only ‘one summer school session for profes- 

sional training. The Normal Schools provide each year less 

than half enough trained teachers to meet the needs of the 

state, so that it is not possible to secure teachers for the rural 

schools from that source. Increased facilities at the Normal 

Schools, with the proposed new dormitories, is an imperative 

need. 

Salaries have advanced somewhat year by year and the 

salaries of good teachers ought not to be less at any time than 

they are now, but the inexperienced and untrained teachers are 

paid too much in proportion. We must pay a living wage to all 

teachers employed but we ought not to pay one who has in- 

vested neither time nor money in preparation for her work as 

much as we pay one who has spent several years in special 

training. 

We need just as good teachers in the rural schools as in 

the village schools, and in the state aided towns we ean pay 



17 

them as much as the village teacher 

trained teacher. 

when we can get the 

Il. SCHOOL FINANCES. It is the intent of the school 

law that was enacted in 1919 that the local expenditures for 

elementary schools throughout the state should be equalized. 

The following table shows to what extent this has been realized 

in ‘the eight towns of this distriet, and the figures are fairly 

representative of the situation throughout the state. The 

figures are for the school year 1921-1922. 

Position Hlementary State aid Local 
eed Stee OL school cost payments expenditure 
256 towns per $1,000 per $1,0L0 per $1,000 

Sullivan 16th $12.30 Si .3t $4.93 

“Marlboro 23rd os 4.27 oy UL 

Gilsum aT th 11.60 Sah! 6.01 

Surry 152nd 6.85 44 6.41 

Harrisville 189th 3.06 OL Jo 

Stoddard 196th 6.02 none 6.02 

Roxbury 201st Doo none D.09 

Nelson 228th 4.31 none 4.31 

The table should be read as follows: In the list of 256 

school districts in the state, arranged according to the expen- 

ditures per $1,000 of equalized valuation for all school purposes 

in 1921-1922, Sullivan (for example) stood 16th, and the cost 

of elementary schools was equivalent to a tax of $12.30 per 

$1,000; of this amount the state paid $7.37 in state aid, and 

the distriet paid $4.98. (Surry and Harrisville did not receive 

the full amount for which their budgets were approved because 

the legislature of 1921 did not appropriate enough to meet all 

the approved budgets. ) 

With improvements in the administration of the law with 

further experience, and especially if the legislature should 

make its appropriations large enough to meet all approved 
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demands, we may expect to find that local expenditures for 

maintenance of elementary schools will ‘“‘level off’’ more 

nearly at a uniform figure that will be somewhat above $5.00 

per $1,000. 

In estimating the amounts necessary for the district to 

raise at the coming March meeting, the school boards should 

have the figures of the above table in mind and where neces- 

sary ask for more than the five-dollar tax. The amount of 

state aid to be allowed for next year cannot be known definite- 

ly until the legislature has passed the appropriation bill, but 

the State Board of Education has asked for a sum that. will 

provide for the approved demands of all the districts as de- 

termined from the budgets submitted last September. 

The amounts needed for the school year 1923-1924 (see 

the school board’s estimates) may be divided into two groups; 

one group will consist of the statutory requirements for high 

school tuition and per capita tax to be assessed by the seleet- 

men without any vote of the district, and the ‘‘excess salary’’ 

of the superintendent which is determined by the joint school 

boards of the district in May; the other group consists of the 

salaries of district officers and the general appropriation for 

support of schools, the estimates for which are subject to 

change by vote of the district at its March meeting. 

It is not possible at this writing to make a definite state- 

ment in regard to state aid for next year, because the legis- 

lature has not vet taken up the appropriation bill. The State 

Board of Edueaton has asked for an amount that will meet 

the approved demands of all the towns asking for state aid 

this year, and if the legislature does not reduce the amount 

there is no reason why you should not receive the full amount 

that can be approved on your budget, or a little over $500. 

The situation this year is of course the same as it was last 

year, aS was explained in your school meeting. The amount 
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of the deficiency last year appears in the financial report and 

was covered by your deficiency appropriation of $225. The 

amount received from the state this year was $86.70, and it 

appears that there will be a deficiency of approximately $300 

in the elementary school account. Last year’s estimate for 

high school tuition was not large enough by $165, so that we 

have to ask the selectmen to raise that amount as a deficiency. 

IV. SCHOOL NEEDS. While the state aid situation is 

so uncertain as it is at present, for towns as near the bottom 

of the list as Surry happens to be, I do not wish to urge upon 

your consideration any specific plans for the future that will 

involve large expenditures, but I wish simply to suggest for 

~ your consideration again the possible consolidation of your 

schools. The distances children would have to be transported 

would not be too great in any case, and the advantages to be 

secured by consolidation, with a two-room building and a 

teacher for upper grades in one room and for lower grades in 

the other, would be very great. The expense of maintenance 

would not be materially larger, if indeed a saving could not 

be effected, but you have no building that would accommodate 

such a school at present. 

Respectfully, 

VERNON 8. AMES, 

Superintendent. 

Marlboro, N. H., February 15, 1923. 



REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD 

STATISTICAL REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1921-1922 

Number of pupils registered in school in town, AT 

Number of puipils registered in school elsewhere, 5 

Number of non-resident pupils registered here, 3 

Number of half-days schools were actually in session, 544 

Number of half-days schools were closed for holidays, ete., 16 

Average membership in the schools, 41.23 

Average attendance, 39.23 

Percent of attendance for Surry, / 95.1% 

Percent of attendance for the district, 92.9% 

Percent of attendance for the state, 93.1% 

Number of pupils not absent or tardy for the year, 3 

Number of visits made by school board members, 21 

Number of visits made by superintendent, 54 

Number of visits made by citizens, D6 

HONOR ROLL. PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY 

First Term 

Doris Britton . 

Florence Britton 

Edith Smith 

Ellsworth Carpenter 

Ralph Carpenter 



Carl Davis 

Elizabeth Davis 

Jette Grout 

Vinton Stillings 

Second Term 

Doris Britton — 

Florence Britton 

Edith Smith 

Hazel Cunningham 

Edna Hodgkins 

Third Term 

— Doris Britton 

Florence Britton 

Edith Smith 

Alton Wilder 

Louise Britton 

David Malcolm 

Peter Malcolm 

George Malcolm 

Vinton Stillings 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR ENDING 

JUNE 30, 1922 

RECEIPTS 

From state, equalization, state aid, $66 98 

From selectmen, raised by taxation: 

For support of elementary schools, $1,706 18 
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Deficiency in same, March, 1922, 

For repairs, 

For high school tuition, 

For salaries of district officers, 

For superintendent’s excess salary, 

For per capita tax, 

Assessed through error, 

Total amount raised by taxativn, 

From other sources than taxation: 

Dog licenses, two years, 

Elementary school tuition, 

Sale of property, old organ, 

Total from other sources, 

Total receipts from all sources, 

Total cash on hand July 1, 1921, 

Grand total, 

EXPENDITURES 

Adminstration: 

Salaries of district officers, 

Superintendent’s excess salary, 

Truant officer and school census, 

Expenses of administration, 

Instruction : 

Teachers’ salaries, 

Text books, 

Scholars’ supplies, 

$77 

bo 

00 

5 OO 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

40 

17 

00 

$2483 

$2,854 

18 



Flags and appurtenances, 4 25 

Other expenses of instruction, 23 65 

Operation and maintenance of plant: 

Janitor service, 108 00 

Fuel, 118 60 

Janitors supplies, 9 9] 

Minor repairs, 1907-09 

Auxiliary agencies: 

Medical inspection, 27 00 

High school tuition, 184 00 

Elementary school tuition, 15 00 

Fixed charges: 

TInsuranee, 30 00 

New equipment, 20 98 

Per capita tax, 96 00 

Total payments for all purposes, $2,850 56 

Total cash on hand June 30, 1922, 4 00 

Grand total, $2,854 56 

SCHOOL BOARD ESTIMATE FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1923-24 

For statutory requirements : 

High school tuition, 1923-24, $440 00 

High seshool tuition, deficit 1922-23, 165 00 

Per capita tax, 98 00 
For superintendent’s excess salary (estimate), 100 00 

For general school purposes: 

Support of elementary schools, $5 tax (estimate), LTT 69 

Deficiency in same due to reduction in state aid, as 

last year, , 300 00 

For repairs, 40 00 

For salaries of district officers, Hep Ne 

For insurance for 3 years (if voted), 75 00 

Total estimate, $3,050 69 



24 

BUDGET OF EXPENDITURES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT OF 

SURRY 

June 30, 1922, to June 30, 1923 

Estimated by 

School Board Expended 
Adminstration :: 

Salaries of district officers, $55 O00 

Superintendent’s excess salary, 107 14 

Other expenses of administration, 20 00 

Truant officer, 5 00 

Instruction: 

Teachers’ salaries, 1,764 00 

Text books, 70 00 

Scholars’ supphes, 50 00 

Flags an dappurtenances, a 00 

Other expenses of instruction, 15 60 

Auxiliary agencies and special activities : 

Medical inspection, 20 00 

High school tuition, 330 00 

Operation and maintenance of school plant: 

Janitor service, 108 00 

Fuel, 138 00 

Janitor supplies, 25. 00 

Minor repairs and expenses, 73 00 

New equipment, 15 00 

Fixed charges: 

Insuranee, 

Other charges: 

Tax for state wide supervision, 96 00 

Total proposed expenditures, $2,903 14 

Total expenditures to January 31, 1923, 

Actually 

$55 
107 

27 

16 

22 

120 

36 

36 

12 

86 : 

On 

30 

96 

$1,579 
ELIZABETH C. HODGKINS, 

GEORGE MALCOLM ] 

00 

14 

O1 

OO 

92 

School Board. 



REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER 

For the Year Ending Jan. 31, 1923 

Balance in treasury Jan. 31, 1922, $741 23 

Feb. 10, from state treasurer, 66 98 

June 22, from town treasurer, 200 O00 

June 28, from town treasurer, 70 60 

Total receipts, $1,078 81 

Paid 28 orders by school board, 1,074 81 

Balance in bank Sept. 1, | $4 00 

Sept. 22, from town treasurer, 150 00 

Sept. 29, from town treasurer, 100 00 

Oct. 25, from town treasurer, 200 00 

Noy. 15, from town treasurer, 290 00 

Nov. 24, from town treasurer, 300 00 

Dee. 12, from town treasurer, 5900 O00 

Jan. 16, from town treasurer, 250 00 

Jan. 23, from state treasurer, 86 70 

Jan. 31, from town treasurer, 422 18 

Total receipts, 3 $2,262 88 

Paid 49 orders by school board, 1 (me 

Cash in bank Jan. 31, 1923, 082-96 

CLARENCE H. FRENCH, 

District Treasurer. 
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I hereby certify that I have audited the accounts of the 

school district officers and find them correct with proper 

vouchers for all payments made. 

JAMES E. HARVEY, 

School Auditor. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 

To the Selectmen: 

In compliance with an act of the legislature, passed June 

session, 1887, amended by the legislature of 1889, requiring 

‘clerks of towns and cities to furnish a transcript of the record 

of births, marriages and deaths to the municipal officers for 

publication in the Annual Report,’’ I hereby submit the 

following : 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing transeript of births, 

marriages and deaths is correct, according to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

MYRON H. PORTER, 

Town Clerk. 
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