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TRIESTE 

9 Oct 54 

Dear Elz: 

 Tuesday 4 Oct was the announcement.  I  

knew the date long before….  That was the  

reason for my last Leghorn trip.  But no mater how 

much planning and advance knowledge, the date was 

subject to change… which s�ll made it quite 

indefinite – But since Tuesday, we have 

been on the go – night + day.  Our T.C. job is to 

move out the en�re command.  – to Evacuate it 

from here to Leghorn from which it will be 

further redeployed to places unknown to us  

now.  Germany, Austria, France are the likely  

places.  Which do you prefer?  Americans 

over here are prac�cally unanimous in not 

wan�ng to go to France because of reported 

high cost of living plus growing dislike of money 

spending Americans.  I must admit I’m catching 

the “avoid France” feeling and a�tude even tho I  

feel it would be different in our case.  

 I hope you won’t oppose Austria…. because 

that’s a likely des�na�on for me.  If I  

end up there it will probably be in Salz- 

burg – That’s not too bad as it is only 
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a two-three hour drive to Munich.  The reason for 

this apprehension is as follows:  Some higher 

ranking VIP’s came down from Austria the day 

a�er the official announcement.  There were 

eleven of them – mostly all Colonels.  Their 

announced mission was to give such technical 

assistance as might have been needed in 

evacua�ng Trieste.  There was one represen- 

ta�ve from each technical branch of the service. 

The TC representa�ve came down to our sec�on 

and stayed throughout the day observing ac�vi�es. 

We were so busy that he was given litle aten- 

�on because we had a big job – in fact 

the biggest + most responsible of all the 

services – that of moving everyone out by rail 

highway and water.  Ours was a bevy  

of ac�vity all day long in accord with plans 

well laid + formulated since the TO + I both 

arrived in Trieste.  We could only talk to the 

Col representa�ve at lunch �me and at the  

supper table.  We had to run out on him.  We 

sort of resented his presence on this occasion 

because we had work to do and he was 

in the way.  But he was nice about it 

even if his feelings were edged.  I felt sorry 

for him at before one �me because I know 

that field graders are en�tled to more 

aten�on.  But we didn’t need his advice 

or his assistance and had a good 
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excuse to treat him accordingly – and did.  

We had well laid on plans and had he atempted 

to an�cipate every con�ngency that might 

arise.  Our plans for each of our sec�ons were 

in wri�ng under lock + key.  My info and 

liaison trips to Leghorn had figured in our 

overall planning.  We knew exactly what 

to do from the moment the “buton was 

pushed”.  We had thoroughly oriented all 

our personnel in exactly what they were to do.  

We worked long hours to do this and never 

let up un�l we were confident that every- 

thing had been well coordinated.  So when the 

signal was given we went into ac�on according 

to plan.  We couldn’t let the Colonel’s presence interfere 

and didn’t.  

 However, it devell developed that the 

Col had other instruc�ons also.  This came 

out at the official dinner for the VIPs.  

As a result, I was invited to go to 

Salzburg Austria as a member of a special 

TC group engaged in the rewri�ng of TC 

regula�ons.  I was urged to accept and 

was prac�cally told that orders would 

be forthcoming.  When we bid them goodbye 

on the + at the train, the Col’s last words 
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to me was that he’d see me in Salzburg.  

I am not too op�mis�c one way or the other.  

I’m sort of indifferent.  It was flatering 

and complementary to be wanted as a part of 

any special team – and in Salzburg too –  

but I’m not so sure it will be that easy  

 SUNDAY 10 Oct 54: 

 Today is D+6…. a normal workday.  

We were on the job as usual.  We must work 

around the clock to move out this command 

in the �me alloted.  Leghorn port 

command sent a Major here two days ago to 

act as a liaison between Trieste + Leghorn.  

That’s where this command will go ini�ally 

before being redeployed elsewhere.  He is 

Major Walker.  Today he made a request 

of my sec�on chief, Major Clymer, that 

I be assigned to Leghorn.  He said the 

port authority down there had been im- 
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pressed with my handling of liaison maters 

on my three trips down there and wanted 

me assigned there.  Major Clymer, my 

C.O., asked me where I wanted to go – to  

Leghorn or Austria.  I told him to let  

me answer him tomorrow.  Off hand, I 

favor Salzburg.  What do you think? 

 Seems as if the various commands have 

sent “scouts” here to grab off the officers 

desirable to their commands.  A fight may 

develop on who will get who.  We are on the 

auc�on block.  

 We will not leave Trieste before 25 Oct 54. 

The TC will be here to the very last.  But 

we’ll be out by 1 November.  

 I have bought a birthday present for 

Gretel.  It will be mailed tomorrow.  I hope 

she likes it.  Cannot tell what it is.  It  

must remain a surprise.  Did you get  

your present yet?  Love to you + children 

 Hubby Ivorey Cobb 

(over) 


