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UNH’s swimming and diving team
won 10 of 20 events and broke a
number of conference records at the
America East Championships.
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The curtailing operation

By GABRIELLE LAMONTAGNE
STAFF WRITER

ADAM COOK/STAFF

Snow piles near the Transportation Center in Durham. UNH has curtailed operations twice this year.
By ADAM COOK
STAFF WRITER

After watching the weather,
many students lie awake hoping
for a snow day, but few know

of the efforts that go into determining whether or not to cancel
classes.
New England weather has always been unpredictable, but with
the help of Dr. Eric Kelsey from

the Department of Atmospheric
Science and Chemistry at Plymouth State University, it becomes

Approximately 150 million Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged annually, making Valentine’s Day the second most popular card-sending holiday after Christmas. But what does the UNH
student body think of the occasion?
Some UNH students lean toward renouncing this romancerelated holiday. Freshman Jake Capraro called Valentine’s Day
“Pointless. Overrated. Commercial. If you have a girlfriend you
should be nice to her every day.”
Capraro said his reasoning lies in the fact that, “it’s commercial. You shouldn’t have to buy all this stuff on a random day. It’s
just another day.”
Commercialization was a common theme.

VALENTINE’S
continued on Page 3

CURTAILED
continued on Page 3

Students welcome the Lunar New Year

ETHAN HOGAN/STAFF

(Left) Students eat traditional Chinese dishes at the Lunar New Year Celebration in the Granite State Room Saturday night. (Right) Dancers perform on stage at the
celebration.
By ETHAN HOGAN
STAFF WRITER

Dragons, Yo-Yos, swords
and massive drums took over the
Granite State Room at the MUB
on Saturday night for the seventh
annual Lunar New Year Celebration. The event was a collaboration put on by the United Asian
Culture Coalition, the Korean

Culture Club and the Vietnamese
Student Association.
Tickets were free for students, and everyone who got a
ticket was entered into a rafﬂe and
given three chances to win prizes throughout the evening. The
prizes included pillow pets, hand
crafted ﬁgures and a rice painting.
The Ofﬁce of Student Involvement
and
Leadership

(OSIL) awarded the Campus Collaboration award to the United
Asian Coalition for the event last
year.
“That was really exciting,
that was one of our huge motivations while preparing for this
year’s event,” said Rachel Kim,
president of the Korean Club
about last years award.
“What’s unique about this

year are the performers,” said
Kim about the Chinese Folk Art
Workshop (CFAW) out of Boston,
the team hired to perform at the
event.
The CFAW put on a powerful
performance comprised of seven
unique pieces. As the show began
with a dramatic drum rhythm, two
large lions emerged from the audience and made their way onto

the stage. The large lion costumes
ﬁt over two men who brought the
beasts to life. The lions snapped,
growled and attacked in unison.
The performances of the night
ranged from all male to all female
dance performances. The female
performers often had props like

NEW YEAR
continued on Page 3
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This Week in Durham

Homeless students struggle

Feb. 15
• Wildcat Workout Project,
Field House, 6:30 - 7:30
a.m.
• Celebrating Black History Month: What to the
Slave is the Fourth of July?,
PCAC Museum of Art, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Power Napping Session,
Campus Recreation Studio
2, 2 - 3 p.m.

Feb. 17

• Wildcat Workout Project,
Field House, 6:30 - 7:30
a.m.
• Paul J. Holloway Prize
Entry Deadline. 8 a.m. - 5
p.m.
• Men’s Basketball vs.
UMass Lowell, Lundholm
Gymnasium

Feb. 16

• Coaching for Performance
- Effective Messaging,
Elizabeth Demeritt House
conference room, 9 - 11
a.m.
• Wildcat Workout Project,
Field House, 12 - 1 p.m.
• “Orgin of Life” by Professor George M. Whitesides,
Spaulding Hall Rm 120, 4:10
p.m.

Feb. 18

• Chinese New Year Miaohui,
MUB Granite State Room,
3:30 - 6:45 p.m.
• Wildcat Workout Project,
Field House, 12 - 1 p.m.
• Celebrating Black History Month: What to the
Slave is the Fourth of July?,
PCAC Museum of Art, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ETHAN HOGAN/STAFF

Dancers perform on stage at Saturday’s Lunar New Year Celebration in the Granite State Room.

NEW YEAR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
umbrellas and fans. The male performers wielded swords and staffs
as they ﬁercely danced across the
stage.
The fashion of the performers represented the traditional
fashion of the region.
One of the standout performances was the Yo-Yo piece.
These were not American style
Yo-Yos. An object that looked
like two rounded cones touching at their tips was slung across
a line of string that each of the
male performers held. The rounded cone objects were held on by
nothing more than the swinging

VALENTINE’S

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Megan Roche, a sophomore,
said, “I think people hype it up
too much. For some people it can
be very meaningful, but especially mainstream media and a lot of
advertisements just turn it into a
meaningless means of selling you
things that you don’t need.”
“I’m a slightly cynical human being. Maybe I’m biased
because I’ve never had a Valentine’s Day when I’ve been dating
before and I get really annoyed
when my friends will parade their
little Valentine’s gifts around and
sometimes mock me for not having someone,” she said.
She continued on to add that
part of her rationalization was also
based on commercialism, adding,
“There are many companies that
really do oversell Valentine’s Day
and rob it of any meaning.”
Still, some are able to ﬁnd
the fun side of Valentine’s Day,
whether or not they are romanti-

of the string. This was made obvious when several of the Yo-Yos
went ﬂying into the audience.
Luckily, no one was hurt but it
made the performance that much
more intense.
“We really hope that we are
able to promote Asian culture
through the Lunar New Year celebration, ” said Kim adding “There
is a huge international population
coming to UNH, so we obviously
want them to feel comfortable
here.”
Halfway through the night’s
performances there was an intermission and a feast was served
buffet style. The feast consisted
of traditional food from the various regions of China.
“We have more food and
more variety of food,” said Thanh

cally involved. Junior Kira ClarkViklund said that for her, “It’s just
a holiday. It’s fun, even if you
don’t have a date. I still enjoy eating candy.”
In fact, a common opinion
was that Valentine’s Day is no
longer the black and white of either uber-romantic or a day of
desperation, but a day to enjoy
life.
“I used to not like it as much
but I realized it’s just another reason to celebrate. Someone special
can just be a friend,” said Freshman Mary McLamb. Hanging
out with friends for the evening
was a favorite among singles who
weren’t disenchanted with the
holiday. Viklund said her plan is
to, “Hang out with friends. It’s
not like I’d do anything special
just because it’s Valentine’s Day,
unless I had a date.”
“This Valentine’s day I’m
single, so me and a bunch of my
girlfriends are doing Galentine’s
Day. We’re all giving each other
gifts and chocolate and watch
cute movies together,” McLamb
said.

Dinh president of the Vietnamese
Student Association adding, “We
tried to give [the attendees] a bigger portion this year.”
“It was pretty, it was really
pretty” said Qizhen Xie a history
and classics major about his favorite performance, the dragon.
Xie explains that the dragon chasing the ball represents hard work.
The night ended with a beautiful dance that included male and
female performers all wearing
white.
After the last performance, a
type of painting made out of rice
was rafﬂed off and Evin O’Shea,
a sophomore physics major, was
the lucky winner.
“It was really ﬂashy, the music was really high energy,” said
O’Shea about the night.

a little clearer.
“The goal is to make the
announcement by 4 a.m. if possible,” said Chris Clement, vice
president for ﬁnance and administration at UNH. “A declaration
of curtailed operations means that
only personnel who perform priority support services are required
to report to work or to remain at
work.”
Clement and Kelsey rely on
a six-category agenda for cancelling school. The categories are
timing, snowfall, intensity, wind,
sky cover, and temperature. Each
category has a different rule when
going into a cancelation.
“It’s clear forecasting weather is not an exact science,” said
Clement.
Another factor that goes into
a snow day cancellation is common sense. If the conditions are
visibly poor, and the authoritative
ﬁgures decide it would be unsafe
for professors and commuters to
drive, the call will be made.
The UNH Police Department
pairs up with Larry Van Dessel, the executive director of the
UNH’s facility services, to determine a plan for clearing the snow.
“We manage them via [three]
separate groups,” reads a slide
show Van Dessel and the police
department present to prepare for

3

snow days. “ [The] ‘A’ Shift –
they ‘prepare the campus’ for full
operations, ‘B’ Shift – they ‘hold
the campus open’ [and] ‘C’ Shift
– they do the tremendous volume
of ‘hand work’ needed (where
equipment can not be used).”
All three of these shifts will
continue after the initial snowfall
to ensure that the campus is safe
for student and faculty to travel.
When a snow day does occur, hall directors often put on
events to keep students occupied
during the day.
“Sometimes during curtailed
operations I’ll put on a program to
give any bored residents something to do,” said Kevin Deschler,
the hall director of Adams Tower
West. “Last year you could ﬁnd
me making pancakes, cookies, or
hot chocolate – really, anything to
warm my residents up after a day
in the snow.”
All of these events are optional, but can provide students
with some type of entertainment
during the snow day.
“Whatever the program, it’s
typically pretty relaxed. Residents
can come and go as they please.
It’s their day off, after all,” Deschler said.
As many students get ready
to celebrate a snow day, an abundance of university personnel are
hard at work trying to make the
roads and sidewalks passable for
the students brave enough to venture outside.
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A new semester means another chance to join Greek Life
By KYLE KITTREDGE
STAFF WRITER

New classes come with a
new semester, as well as another
chance to join Greek life at UNH.
This past and upcoming
week, fraternities and sororities
are holding their semester recruitments.
Some fraternities such as
Sigma Phi Epsilon (SigEp) have
just completed their rush week.
Ryan Gancarz, junior mechanical engineer and member
of Sigma Phi Epsilon, explained
what events they had this past
week.
“Saturday we did a night of
pizza and had rushing guys come
and chat,” Gancarz said, “then on
Monday we did dodgeball in the
Strafford room.”
On Wednesday, SigEp had
an information session at their
house, which Gancarz explained,
“really gives them a chance to get
to know us better.”
However, not as many students rush in the spring, compared to the fall.

About 30 guys have shown
interest in rushing SigEp right
now, compared to the fall in
which usually, Gancarz said,
“about 50 guys normally rush.”

Council, gave some insight on
how sororities do spring recruitment.
“We have fall formal recruitment…where you sign up and

“The second semester we
usually don’t get as many [students]…so they may decide to do
it, or they may decide, I joined
this other club and really like that
and I think it ﬁts me,” Gancarz
added, “which is still great for
them.”
With sororities, things are
slightly different.
Alicia DelVento, a junior
health management and policy
major, sister of Chi Omega, and
president of the PanHellenic

go to the houses,” DelVento explained, “whereas in spring it’s
informal, so houses can pick if
they want to participate.”
DelVento described spring
recruitment as “a more relaxed
process.”
“You get to know a lot of
girls better [in the spring],” DelVento said, “since it’s not as hectic and there’s not as many girls.
DelVento estimated that
around 15 girls rush in spring
versus 50 in the fall, and they are

mostly freshmen.
Sororities have events such
as trivia nights, coffeehouses and
ice-skating.
This spring, Delta Xi Phi
Multicultural Sorority (DXP) is
one of two sororities having a recruitment week.
“We sort of do our own recruitment process,” Francesca
Bragan, president of DXP said.
Bragan explained that they
“do a two-week recruitment process.”
“Our events are based on
our founding pillars,” Bragan explained, “so we’re hosting a event
where we’re making friendship
bracelets and get well cards for
local hospitals.”
This semester DXP actually
has more girls going out for recruitment than their fall semester.
Bragan suggested, “freshmen are getting acclimated in the
fall, and decide to join a sorority
in the spring, after hearing what it
is like from their friends.”
Alpha Chi Sigma (AXS), the
professional co-ed chemistry fraternity, is seeing a larger number

cording to Shadee Ashtari from
The Hufﬁngton Post, this marks
a more than 75 percent increase
over the previous 3 years.

FAFSA’s estimates to be signiﬁcantly higher if the data included
students that didn’t self-identify as
homeless either due to the nega-

has been interesting because the
patrons may or may not be homeless,” said Zachary Adinolﬁ, a
non-traditional freshman interning

“ Our events are based on our founding

pillars. So we’re hosting a event where
we’re making friendship bracelets and get
well cards for local hospitals.”

Francesca Bragan

President of Delta Xi Phi Multicultural Sorority

of students than usual this spring.
James Chase, chemistry senior and vice president of AXS
described its current spring rush.
“Last fall we had an interest of about 27 people,” Chase
said, “which is one of the highest we’ve had in our fraternity,
and there’s 19 people now [this
spring], and usually there are ten
or less in the spring.”
Chase suggested that high
fall recruitment numbers are due
to “students coming back after
summer break and are looking to
get into something right away.”
Whereas, in the spring,
“students are already on track
with their schedules and have
their routines down,” Chase said.
“But really popular last
night was our potluck, which we
usually have about twice a semester,” Chase explained, “and
we had about 50 people there.”
Regardless of size, Chase
described recruitment as “chaotic and hectic but still awesome,
taking something that you enjoy
and join a group of people who
like it too.”

poverty, Durham, a community
largely composed of residents
well above the poverty line faces
unique challenges in sheltering
those without a home.
“We had a homeless man
that fell asleep at Breaking New
Grounds last fall, and it was a
very confusing experience. It was
very cold outside so me and my
coworker did not want to throw
him out or anything like that.
Luckily we had the number to
[Brickner-Wood] the director of
the Waysmeet Center, and called
him. He told me about how New
Hampshire state law requires police ofﬁcers to pick up and take
care of any homeless person that
requires shelter,” said Jake Werner, a non-traditional sophomore
who works at Breaking New
Grounds.
“I can’t imagine trying to
get by without a home, especially
with how extreme the temperatures get up here in New Hampshire. I really hope that UNH and
the community at large takes an
active role in making sure everyone that needs help gets it,” said
Werner.

Cold weather brings hardship for local homeless students
By RAOUL BIRON
STAFF WRITER

As records for the coldest
Valentine’s Day are being shattered across New England, New
Hampshire residents are being
advised to keep warm, maybe curl
up with a special someone, and
most importantly, stay indoors.
The sudden cold snap in Durham
pushed most students inside and
the mercury well below zero on
Saturday night, but while much of
UNH’s community is indoors and
warm, there are still those without
such a luxury.
“I think there are two categories of homeless who are in the
UNH community. There are those
who come to UNH and are not
connected, and those who attend
or work at UNH and are among us
everyday,” said UNH Police Department Chief Paul Dean.
While accurate statistics are
difﬁcult to attain, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) estimated there to be
more than 58,000 homeless students across the country from the
2012-2013 academic year. Ac-

“ We had a homeless man that fell asleep at Breaking New

Grounds last fall, and it was a very confusing experience. It was
very cold outside so me and my coworker did not want to throw
him out or anything like that. Luckily we had the number to
[Brickner-Wood] the director of the Waysmeet Center, and called
him. He told me about how New Hampshire state law requires
police officers to pick up and take care of any homeless person
that requires shelter.”

Jake Werner

A student worker at Breaking New Grounds.
However, according to the
National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and
Youth (NAEHCY), a major problem in gathering accurate data
and directly addressing homelessness at universities comes from
the stigma associated with being
homeless. NAEHCY predicts

WANT TO SEE HOW A NEWSPAPER WORKS?
COME BE A PART OF TNH.
CONTRIBUTORS MEETINGS:
MONDAYS, 8 P.M.
MUB 132

TNH

tive connotations associated with
the term or because they weren’t
aware they qualiﬁed as homeless.
While Durham doesn’t have
any homeless shelters itself, the
town does have an active food
pantry open to those in need.
“Living at Waysmeet and being involved in the food pantry

at the Waysmeet Center, “Talking
with Larry (Brickner-Wood, the
director of the Waysmeet Center),
it sounds like there are students
that really can’t afford housing.”
While the towns of Dover
and Portsmouth offer multiple
services directly aimed at addressing local issues related to

NH Brief
Dartmouth College Winter Carnival theme honors Dr. Seuss’ books
HANOVER — Dartmouth
College is again honoring one
of its most famous graduates
with the theme of this year’s
Winter Carnival: Seuss on the
Loose.
Colorful posters advertising this weekend’s event
show the Grinch suspended by
ropes over a frozen pond. It’s
the fourth time carnival planners have honored Dr. Seuss’s
literary legacy by making his

characters part of the carnival
theme.
Seuss, whose real name
was Theodor Geisel, graduated
from Dartmouth in 1925. Donald Pease, a Dartmouth professor and Dr. Seuss scholar, said
Geisel loved the carnival and
sometimes invited his family to
join him for the annual celebration of winter sports.
The carnival began in
1911 and has expanded to span

three days and multiple locations across campus. In addition to ski races, the carnival
includes an ice-sculpting contest and human dogsled races
on the college green.
This year’s festival, which
ends Sunday, includes several
Seuss-themed events, including a late-night breakfast featuring green eggs and ham, and
screenings of movies based on
Seuss’s books.
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NH Town owed roughly $233,000 in back taxes
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PLAINFIELD — Ofﬁcials
in the small New Hampshire
town where tax militants held
federal marshals at bay for nine
months in an armed standoff are
questioning the meager amount
federal ofﬁcials plan to allot it
after a tax auction in October.
Plainﬁeld is owed about
$233,000 in back taxes and interest, but the federal government’s plan calls for it to receive
just over $31,000 in taxes and
expenses.
The Valley News reports
that the order proposed by the
U.S. Department of Justice
calls for the federal government
to keep about $175,000 of the

$205,000 bid on the 100-acre
compound formerly owned by
convicted tax evaders Ed and
Elaine Brown.
The Browns are in their
70s and serving sentences of 30
years and more for tax evasion
and charges related to the standoff at the compound.
Plainﬁeld town manager
Steve Halleran says the town was
taken aback by the proposal.
By contrast, another draft
motion obtained by the newspaper
shows the city of Lebanon would
receive more than 90 percent of
the back taxes and penalties it is
owed on Elaine Brown’s former
dental ofﬁce on Glen Road in
West Lebanon that federal authorities also seized.
Lebanon is owed almost

$356,000 in back taxes on the
Glen Road property, according
to tax collector Susan McBain.
Federal ofﬁcials propose giving
the city $333,000 of the $415,000
from the sale of the property. The
property is assessed at $1 million,
according to the city’s property
records.
A justice department spokeswoman declined to comment.
Plainﬁeld’s attorney, Barry
Schuster, said the town has requested additional information
from the Justice Department regarding its calculations.
“The IRS has put a number out, and we have no idea on
what it’s based,” he told the Valley News. “Until we do, we really don’t know what reaction we
should have.”

Investigation into 11-year-old girl’s killing still active
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WEST STEWARTSTOWN
— A major crimes squad truck
parked this week outside the
trailer of the man who has been
a focal point in the disappearance and killing of an 11-year-old
New Hampshire girl more than
four years ago indicates the case
is anything but cold.

Noyes, in West Stewartstown on
Monday.
Phone numbers linked to
Noyes were not in service. Noyes’ mother, Eunice Richards, said
Friday said she doesn’t know
anything about her son or his
whereabouts.
“No one I know has talked
to him,” Richards said. “None
of the family has been in touch
with him. None of us knows any-

“ No one I know has talked to him. None
of the family has been in touch with him.
None of us knows anything.”

Eunice Richards

Wendell Noyes’ Mother
Associate Attorney General Jane Young said this week
she won’t comment on whether
there are any new developments
or clues in the Celina Cass homicide investigation. Nor would
she comment on the presence of
the police van outside the home
of Celina’s stepfather, Wendell

thing.”
Young said the investigation has always remained an active one and that investigators
are dedicated to ﬁnding Celina’s
killer.
Celina vanished from her
home in July 2011. Her body was
recovered from the Connecticut

River a quarter-mile away nearly
a week later.
Celina’s body was found
near a dam and trestle that is a
popular ﬁshing spot for locals in
this remote northern New Hampshire town of 800 residents.
At the time of her disappearance, Celina lived with her
13-year-old sister, her mother,
her stepfather, Wendell Noyes,
and 22-year-old Kevin Mullaney
— the son of one of her mother’s
former boyfriends.
Mullaney and Noyes were
subpoenaed to testify at grand
jury proceedings on Celina’s
case. Both have arrest records —
Noyes for a string of car thefts
in 2007 and Noyes for breaking
into an ex-girlfriend’s home in
2003 and threatening to throw her
down the stairs.
A forensic examiner in 2003
declared Noyes “grossly not
competent to stand trial,” according to court documents.
Noyes’ trailer is a short distance from the house where Celina disappeared. The house was
razed after a ﬁre in December
2013 severely damaged it.
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NH Briefs
Man sentenced for human trafficking in NH
BRENTWOOD — A New
Hampshire judge has sentenced
a man to 8 years in prison for
human trafﬁcking, after the
man pleaded guilty to pimping
three women by controlling
their access to heroin.
Prosecutors say the crimes
Frantzer Fleurimond pleaded
guilty to took place in Portsmouth from June through October of 2014.
Rockingham County Attorney Patricia Conway said
Fleurimond recruited the

women to work for him and arranged sexual contacts through
the Internet. Conway said the
women were required to give
him all the money they earned
and he, in turn, supplied them
with heroin. He would punish
them by withholding heroin,
she said, causing them to become dope sick.
Fleurimond pleaded guilty
in December to three counts
of human trafﬁcking and one
count of sale of a controlled
drug.

Historic Kearsarge Peg Co. destroyed by fire
BARTLETT — A historic
mill in Bartlett, New Hampshire, was destroyed by ﬁre Friday afternoon after more than a
century in operation.
The Conway Daily Sun reports that the cause of the ﬁre
at the Kearsarge Peg Co. is still
under investigation.
Bartlett Fire Chief Pat
Roberts declared the building
a total loss. No injuries were
reported.
According to its website,

the original mill opened in 1865
in Andover and moved its operation to Bartlett in 1878. Its
original purpose was the manufacture of wooden shoe pegs,
mostly out of white birch.
Owner Paul Soares of
Bartlett and Osterville, Massachusetts, purchased the
business in 2001. He told the
newspaper the building was not
insured.
Soares said he was grateful
no one was injured.

NH Hiker dies after collapsing near summit
FRANCONIA — Ofﬁcials say a 65-year-old hiker
has died after having a medical
emergency near the summit of a
New Hampshire mountain.
The New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department says
Maxim Raykin of Nashua,
New Hampshire, had been hiking with four companions when

he collapsed near the summit
of Little Haystack Mountain on
Saturday morning.
Ofﬁcials say efforts to revive him were unsuccessful.
His companions carried
him down the trail and met up
with a rescue team.
An autopsy is planned for
Sunday.

NH High school being honored by Red Cross
CONCORD — The graduating class at a New Hampshire
high school that gave money
raised for a class trip to their
principal after she was diagnosed with cancer is among
those being honored by the
American Red Cross and Unitil
as “everyday people” doing heroic acts.
The Everyday Heroes
awards are being honored
March 16 in Manchester.
The Proﬁle Junior-Senior
High School Class of 2015 of
Bethlehem, is being honored
for donating the money to Principal Courtney Vashaw, who
was diagnosed with a rare form
of soft tissue cancer. In December, she learned she was cancerfree.
Others who will be hon-

ored include Raji Gupta of
Manchester, who helped a
police ofﬁcer evacuate people from a six-unit apartment
building that was on ﬁre;
Nicholas Tolentino of Exeter
for dedication to his support
of veterans and their care;
Brighid and Douglas Smith
of Manchester for giving of
themselves to save the life of
another; and Bruce Moran of
Hollis for dedication to the
importance of donating blood.
The Everyday Heroes
Awards are celebrated nationwide, carrying out the mission
of service and help in local
communities.
The organizations say the
awards shine light on selﬂessness of heart and heroism of
character.

Officials suspend NH College hockey season
RINDGE — Ofﬁcials at
a New Hampshire college say
they are suspending the rest of
the men’s hockey season over
hazing allegations.
Franklin Pierce University
Athletic Director Bruce Kirsh
notiﬁed the Northeast-10 Conference of the school’s decision

after the school wrapped up an
internal investigation on the allegations. No details of the allegations or any actions against
students were given.
University President Andrew Card apologized to the
three schools Franklin Pierce
had left to play this season.
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Record cold hit Northeast for Valentine’s Day
By VERENA DOBNIK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — For much of
the northeast United States, Valentine’s Day was the coldest on record, with people bundling up for
the not-so-warm embrace of teethchattering temperatures.
From New York and Boston
to Providence, Rhode Island and
Hartford, Connecticut, temperatures on Sunday morning dipped
to as low as minus-40 — on Mount
Washington in New Hampshire.
The National Weather Service said the temperature in New
York City’s Central Park fell to
minus-1, a record low for the date.
The last time it was below zero in
Central Park was in January 1994.
“I’m dumb enough to do
this,” exclaimed John Male before starting a 12-mile park run on

Sunday morning with two companions.
“I just always come out and
I just decided not to do anything
differently” — except to wear a
furry tiger hat with two tails over
his normal headgear, in addition to
four layers of clothing.
His running partner also was
wearing a tiger hat on top of the
balaklava that covered her face —
except the eyes.
“It’s zero degrees and feels
like negative 19; I’m going to sue
him for personal injury after this,”
joked Molly Manning, a Manhattan attorney. “I’m here because
they peer-pressured me to come
out today. They basically made
me feel like I was a wimp unless
I came out.”
Boston reached minus-9,
breaking the record set in 1934 by
6 degrees. It reached minus-16 in

Worcester, Massachusetts, breaking the 1979 record of 11 below
zero. Providence hit minus-9 and
Hartford minus-12, also breaking
records from 1979.
In Montpelier, Vermont, the
overnight temperature hit minus-19, tying a record set in 2003.
And South Lincoln, Vermont, recorded 27 below zero.
Temperatures were so low in
some spots they knocked out utilities. A frozen regulator left about
400 customers in Connecticut
without natural gas service and ofﬁcials believe extreme cold in Vermont broke a utility pole, knocking out service to about 1,500.
An emergency generator
didn’t kick in for Shefﬁeld Selectboard Chairman Walter Smith,
who said he lost a greenhouse full
of about 500 orchids.
“I’ve got it working now but

In Brief
NOAA advises New England residents to stay away from seal pups
PORTLAND, Maine —
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is advising New Englanders to stay
away from seal pups and their
mothers if they encounter the
animals at the beach.
Gray seals give birth to
pups on islands and shores of

Maine, New Hampshire and
Massachusetts from December
to February.
The fuzzy pups are sometimes seen on their own while
their mother is off feeding.
NOAA advises residents that
this is not uncommon, and the
pup is likely not in danger. The

agency asks beachgoers to stay
away from seals and keep their
pets at bay around the marine
mammals.
NOAA also says the crying
noise gray seal pups sometimes
make is not necessarily a sign of
distress. The agency says 150
feet is a safe distance for people.

Maine bobcat hunt ends as New Hampshire considers its own hunt
PORTLAND, Maine —
Maine’s bobcat hunt is coming
to a close for the year as New
Hampshire regulators decide
whether to reinstate a hunting
season for the animals in their
state.
The bobcat hunt in Maine
ends on Sunday. New Hamp-

shire regulators are proposing
to reinstate a similar hunt for
the ﬁrst time in more than two
decades.
New Hampshire banned
bobcat hunting when the population declined in the late 1980s.
Opponents of the hunt say they
want the ban to remain in place.

But the New Hampshire
Fish and Game Commission
voted in October to start the
rule-making process for a new
season that would include 50
permits for residents only, issued by lottery. State ofﬁcials
closed the public comment period on the proposal on Feb. 10.

TNH Serving UNH since 1911

it’s too late,” he said.
The cold kept many people
inside. In a New Jersey bagel shop
that’s usually brimming with customers on Sunday mornings, Joe
Weir was among a small handful
of people who sat drinking coffee.
“I just came from a church
service, and it deﬁnitely wasn’t
as packed as it usually is,” the
60-year-old Toms River man said.
“We have a lot of elderly parishioners, and when the weather gets
bad or real cold like this, a lot
them choose to stay in and watch
a Mass on TV instead of going to
church. Can’t say I blame them.”
Temperatures were expected
to climb before a winter storm already bringing snow to the Midwest moves into the region.
The storm was expected to
bring 5 inches of snow to parts of

Kentucky and up to 6 inches to
parts of Tennessee before turning
to rain.
West Virginia could see up to
9 inches of snow from the storm
before it heads into the warming
northeast.
The National Weather Service said up to 3 inches of snow
was possible in Philadelphia and 2
inches in New York on Washington’s Birthday.
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Justice Antonin Scalia, influential conservative, dead at 79
By MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Antonin
Scalia, the inﬂuential conservative
and most provocative member of
the Supreme Court, has died, leaving the high court without its conservative majority and setting up
an ideological confrontation over
his successor in the maelstrom of
a presidential election year. Scalia
was 79.
Scalia was found dead Saturday morning at private residence
in the Big Bend area of West
Texas, after he’d gone to his room
the night before and did not appear
for breakfast, said Donna Sellers,
speaking for the U.S. Marshals
Service in Washington. The cause
of death was not immediately
known. A gray hearse was seen at
the entrance to the Cibolo Creek
Ranch, near Shafter, on Saturday.
President Barack Obama
made clear Saturday night he
would nominate a successor to
Scalia, despite calls from Republicans to leave that choice—and the
certain political struggle over it—
to the next president. He promised to do so “in due time” while
paying tribute to Scalia as “one of
the towering legal ﬁgures of our
time.”
Scalia’s death most immediately means that that the justices
could be split 4-4 in cases going to
the heart of the some of the most
divisive issues in the nation—
over abortion, afﬁrmative action,
immigration policy and more.
Scalia was part of a 5-4 con-

servative majority—with one of
the ﬁve, Anthony Kennedy, sometimes voting with liberals on the
court. In a tie vote, the lower court
opinion prevails.
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, as well as Republican presidential candidates
Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio, said
the nomination should fall to the
next president.
Democrats were outraged at
that idea, with Sen. Harry Reid,
the chamber’s top Democrat, saying it would be “unprecedented
in recent history” for the court to
have a vacancy for a year.
Leaders in both parties were
likely to use the high court vacancy to implore voters to nominate
candidates with the best chance of
winning in the November general
election.
Scalia used his keen intellect
and missionary zeal in an unyielding attempt to move the court
farther to the right after his 1986
selection by President Ronald
Reagan. He also advocated tirelessly in favor of originalism, the
method of constitutional interpretation that looks to the meaning of
words and concepts as they were
understood by the Founding Fathers.
Scalia’s impact on the court
was muted by his seeming disregard for moderating his views to
help build consensus, although he
was held in deep affection by his
ideological opposites Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and Elena Kagan. Scalia and Ginsburg shared a love of
opera. He persuaded Kagan to join

him on hunting trips.
His 2008 opinion for the
court in favor of gun rights drew
heavily on the history of the Second Amendment and was his
crowning moment on the bench.
He could be a strong supporter of privacy in cases involving
police searches and defendants’
rights. Indeed, Scalia often said
he should be the “poster child” for
the criminal defense bar.
But he also voted consistently to let states outlaw abortions,
to allow a closer relationship between government and religion,
to permit executions and to limit
lawsuits.
He was in the court’s majority in the 2000 Bush v. Gore decision, which effectively decided
the presidential election for Republican George W. Bush. “Get
over it,” Scalia would famously
say at speaking engagements in
the ensuing years whenever the
topic arose.
Bush later named one of Scalia’s sons, Eugene, to an administration job, but the Senate refused
to conﬁrm him. Eugene Scalia
served as the Labor Department
solicitor temporarily in a recess
appointment.
A smoker of cigarettes and
pipes, Scalia enjoyed baseball,
poker, hunting and the piano. He
was an enthusiastic singer at court
Christmas parties and other musical gatherings, and once appeared
on stage with Ginsburg as a Washington Opera extra.
Ginsburg once said that Scalia was “an absolutely charming
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man, and he can make even the
most sober judge laugh.” She
said that she urged her friend to
tone down his dissenting opinions
“because he’ll be more effective
if he is not so polemical. I’m not
always successful.”
He could be unsparing even
with his allies. In 2007, Scalia sided with Chief Justice John Roberts in a decision that gave corporations and labor unions wide
latitude to air political ads close
to elections. Yet Scalia was upset
that the new chief justice’s opinion
did not explicitly overturn an earlier decision. “This faux judicial
restraint is judicial obfuscation,”
Scalia said.
Quick-witted and loquacious, Scalia was among the most
persistent, frequent and quotable
interrogators of the lawyers who
appeared before the court.
During Scalia’s ﬁrst argument session as a court member,
Justice Lewis F. Powell leaned
over and asked a colleague, “Do
you think he knows that the rest of
us are here?”
Scalia’s writing seemed irrepressible and entertaining much
of the time. But it also could be
confrontational. It was a mocking Scalia who in 1993 criticized a
decades-old test used by the court
to decide whether laws or government policies violated the constitutionally required separation of
church and state.
“Like some ghoul in a latenight horror movie that repeatedly
sits up in its grave and shufﬂes
abroad, after being repeatedly
killed and buried, (the test) stalks
our ... jurisprudence once again,
frightening the little children and
school attorneys,” he wrote.
Scalia showed a deep commitment to originalism, which
he later began calling textualism.
Judges had a duty to give the same
meaning to the Constitution and
laws as they had when they were
written. Otherwise, he said disparagingly, judges could decide that
“the Constitution means exactly
what I think it ought to mean.”
A challenge to a Washington,
D.C., gun ban gave Scalia the opportunity to display his devotion
to textualism. In a 5-4 decision
that split the court’s conservatives
and liberals, Scalia wrote that an
examination of English and colonial history made it exceedingly
clear that the Second Amendment
protected Americans’ right to have
guns, at the very least in their
homes and for self-defense. The
dissenters, also claiming ﬁdelity to history, said the amendment
was meant to ensure that states
could raise militias to confront a
too-powerful federal government
if necessary.
But Scalia rejected that view.
“Undoubtedly some think that the
Second Amendment is outmoded
in a society where our standing
army is the pride of our Nation,
where well-trained police forces
provide personal security, and
where gun violence is a serious
problem. That is perhaps debatable, but what is not debatable is
that it is not the role of this Court
to pronounce the Second Amendment extinct,” Scalia wrote.
His dissents in cases involving gay rights could be as biting
as they were prescient. “By for-

mally declaring anyone opposed
to same-sex marriage an enemy
of human decency, the majority
arms well every challenger to a
state law restricting marriage to
its traditional deﬁnition,” Scalia
wrote in dissent in 2013 when the
court struck down part of a federal
anti-gay marriage law. Six months
later, a federal judge in Utah cited Scalia’s dissent in his opinion
striking down that state’s constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.
Scalia was passionate about
the death penalty. He wrote for
the court when in 1989 it allowed states to use capital punishment for killers who were 16
or 17 when they committed their
crimes. He was on the losing side
in 2005 when the court changed
course and declared it unconstitutional for states to execute killers
that young.
“The Court thus proclaims
itself sole arbiter of our Nation’s
moral standards—and in the
course of discharging that awesome responsibility purports to
take guidance from the views of
foreign courts and legislatures,”
Scalia wrote in a scathing dissent.
In 2002, he dissented from
the court’s decision to outlaw executing the mentally disabled. That
same year, Scalia surprised some
people with a public declaration
of independence from his Roman
Catholic church on the death penalty. He said judges who follow
the philosophy that capital punishment is morally wrong should
resign.
Scalia also supported free
speech rights, but complained too.
“I do not like scruffy people who
burn the American ﬂag,” he said
in 2002, but “regrettably, the First
Amendment gives them the right
to do that.”
A longtime law professor
before becoming a judge, Scalia
frequently spoke at law schools
and to other groups. He betrayed
no uncertainty about some of the
most contentious legal issues of
the day. The framers of the Constitution didn’t think capital punishment was unconstitutional and
neither did he.
“The death penalty? Give me
a break. It’s easy. Abortion? Absolutely easy. Nobody ever thought
the Constitution prevented restrictions on abortion. Homosexual
sodomy? Come on. For 200 years,
it was criminal in every state,”
Scalia said during a talk that preceded a book signing at the American Enterprise Institute in 2012.
The only child of an Italian
immigrant father who was a professor of Romance languages and
a mother who taught elementary
school, Scalia graduated ﬁrst in
his class at Georgetown University and won high honors at the
Harvard University Law School.
He worked at a large Cleveland law ﬁrm for six years before
joining the faculty of the University of Virginia’s law school. He left
that job to work in the administrations of Presidents Richard Nixon
and Gerald Ford.
From 1977 to 1982, Scalia taught law at the University of
Chicago. He then was appointed
by Reagan to the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia. Scalia and his wife,
Maureen, had nine children.
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Transcript: Teen called herself ‘monster’ in mother’s death
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — A
14-year-old girl accused of plotting with her soldier boyfriend
to kill her mother last year called
herself “a monster” as she pleaded
guilty in exchange for a 35-yearto-life sentence, according to a
transcript of the court proceeding.
The transcript of Thursday’s
hearing also indicates that Jamie
Silvonek has agreed to testify at
the upcoming trial of Army Spc.
Caleb Barnes, The (Allentown)
Morning Call reported.
Silvonek pleaded guilty in
Lehigh County to ﬁrst-degree
murder, criminal conspiracy, evidence-tampering and abuse of a
corpse in the March 15 death of
54-year-old Cheryl Silvonek.
“I was a monster. There is no

sugarcoating it and there is absolutely no sympathy,” she said, according to the transcript.
Silvonek said the couple
discussed killing her mother for
a week and Barnes talked about
weapons he planned to use, the
transcript said.
“He had proposed that we
kill her and we had discussed
things such as luring her away,
me luring her away,” Jamie Silvonek said, according to the transcript. “And he made a comment
such as, ‘I already have my knives
picked out.’”
The hearing was not on any
public court schedule and reporters weren’t told about it, the
newspaper reported. Judge Maria
Dantos subsequently allowed a
viewing of the transcript; lawyers
in the case are subject to a gag order.

Silvonek, who was charged
as an adult, was accused of conspiring with Barnes via text to kill
her mother in the driveway of her
home near Allentown after returning from a concert. Authorities allege that Barnes, 21, stabbed the
woman, and he and the teenager
then ate at a restaurant and went
shopping for gloves, bleach and
other cleaning supplies.
Barnes’s trial on charges of
homicide, abuse of a corpse, tampering with physical evidence and
conspiracy is scheduled for April
11.
“I spent months lying about,
about what I did. I can’t go on
with the rest of my life doing
that,” Jamie Silvonek said, according to the transcript. “My
mother was . the glue that held
everyone in my family together,
including me. And I can’t look

at myself in the mirror knowing
that.”
She told the judge, however,
that Barnes did not force her to
take part in the slaying, according to the transcript.
“I did it myself. No one
made me do it,” she said. “I
wasn’t under the inﬂuence of
anyone, or under any drug, or
under anything, but my own selfishness.”
She also said she didn’t care
how much time she served in
prison because “there is nothing,
there is no punishment on Earth
that can, that can ever compare
to how I feel about myself.”
Authorities said Barnes and
Jamie Silvonek met in October
2014, when she was 13, but she
told him she was 17. Cheryl Silvonek found out about their relationship in early March 2015 and

ordered them to end it, and a day
later, the teenager told Barnes
she wanted her parents dead, authorities alleged in court documents said.
On March 14, Cheryl Silvonek learned that Barnes, who
was based at Fort Meade in
Maryland but was off-duty at the
time, intended to take her daughter to a concert in Scranton, and
she texted her daughter that
he would not be allowed at the
house. The teenager then texted
Barnes, “She threatened to throw
me out of the house. I want her
gone,” authorities said in an afﬁdavit, and she later wrote to him
“Just do it,” authorities said.
Police found Cheryl Silvonek’s body in a shallow grave
a few miles from the Silvonek
home and the victim’s bloodsoaked car was found nearby.

ing as an FBI informant, or that
two of his deputies intimidated an
FBI agent at her home.
“I wasn’t aware of any of the
... particulars,” he said.
Baca, who headed the nation’s largest sheriff’s departments for more than 15 years, had
largely been out of sight since
leaving ofﬁce in January 2014.
He consistently dodged questions
about any connection to the corruption even as former underlings
pleaded guilty or were convicted.
During his four-hour in-

terview with a federal prosecutor, Baca portrayed himself as
a hands-off manager who knew
nothing about attempts to keep
the informant away from FBI
agents. He also denied knowing that deputies had interrupted
and ended a jailhouse interview
between FBI agents and the informant, or knowing that deputies went to the lead FBI agent’s
house and threatened to arrest
her.
On Wednesday, he plead
guilty to lying to federal authori-

ties.

propriate and an “impulsive reaction.”
When asked whether the
deputy actually intended to arrest
her, or was blufﬁng, Baca replied:
“I don’t believe anyone should lie
under any circumstances.”
He faces up to six months
behind bars when he is sentenced
on May 16.

Recordings reveal lies former sheriff told prosecutor
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Former
Los Angeles Sheriff Lee Baca
told three lies to federal authorities who were investigating corruption at the jails he ran, according to a newspaper report.
The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday that recorded
interviews reveal Baca denied
knowing about efforts to stiﬂe the
probe into abuse at the jails by
hiding an inmate who was work-

According to the plea agreement, Baca ordered that the informant be isolated and instructed
deputies to approach the FBI
agent and “do everything but put
handcuffs on her.”
Court papers show a lieutenant working in the jails had
apologized to Baca for allowing
the FBI agents to speak with the
informant.
In the interview, Baca said
a threat by one of the deputies
to arrest the FBI agent was inap-
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In Brief
People hit by blow darts on Golden Gate Bridge
SAN FRANCISCO — Authorities say two pedestrians were
hit by blow darts while walking
across the Golden Gate Bridge.
The California Highway Patrol says an ofﬁcer patrolling the
bridge on bicycle was ﬂagged
down Friday by a man who had
been hit in the leg.
The San Francisco Chronicle
reports the 5-inch long dart had
sunk about 2 inches into the man’s

skin.
Ofﬁcials say that as emergency personnel were speaking with
the man, a woman approached
them and said she too had been hit
by a blow dart in the knee. Both
were evaluated by paramedics
and released at the scene.
The CHP says it has opened
an investigation and that ofﬁcers
are looking for surveillance video
of the attacks.

Hikers warned not to feed the goats on trail
CLARK FORK, Idaho — A
hiking trail in northern Idaho reopened Saturday, but with an admonishment to hikers: don’t feed
the goats.
The U.S. Forest Service
closed Scotchman Peak Trail in
Kaniksu National Forest last fall
after human handouts had made
mountain goats aggressive.

One of the hoofed animals
bit a hiker. Others had tried to
head-butt hikers in an attempt to
get food. The agency said some
hikers had even let the goats eat
from their hands.
Visitors should practice
good goat etiquette, which means
not feeding the wild animals and
educating hikers that do.
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Debut edition of Spider-Man comic headed to auction
By FRANK ELTMAN
Associated Press

CALVERTON, N.Y.— Walter Yakoboski scraped together
nearly every penny he made as
short-order cook in 1979 to begin
buying a small collection of rare
comic books for $10,000, hoping
his boyhood passion could one
day pay off as an investment.
That day may soon be here.
Yakoboski’s copy of “Amazing Fantasy” No. 15 from 1962
—which introduced the world
to Spider-Man—could fetch
$400,000 or more when it goes up
for auction later this month.
“This is the first time I really
sold anything,” said the 60-yearold Yakoboski, who wants to use
the proceeds to buy his late father’s 17-acre vegetable farm in
Calverton on eastern Long Island.

He insisted that the fact that
he was recently laid off as a supermarket baker after more than 27
years is not the reason he’s selling
now.
“I have had it for 36 years
and it’s just time,” said Yakoboski, who is also is selling a 1963
Spider-Man, as well as two “Fantastic Four” editions and a “Justice League of America,” which
combined could bring an additional $75,000.
But the crown jewel is the
“Amazing Fantasy” issue, which
Yakoboski originally purchased
individually for $1,200 in 1980.
Its cover, featuring a price of 12
cents, shows Spider-Man clutching a villain in one arm and swinging from his web with the other.
Stan Lee and Steve Ditko cocreated the web-slinger and his
alter ego, the educationally gifted

but awkward Peter Parker, whose
life changed forever when he was
bitten by a radioactive spider. It
paved the way for Spider-Man
adventures on television and the
big screen.
Lon Allen, managing director of the comics department
at Dallas-based Heritage Auctions—which is conducting the
sale Thursday—said there are
probably 4,000 to 5,000 copies
of “Amazing Fantasy” No. 15 in
circulation. But Yakobski’s copy
is in nearly mint condition.
“It was graded 9.4 on a scale
of 1 to 10, that’s what makes it
super desirable and really special,” Allen said. “Whoever buys
this comic will be joining an elite
club.”
Allen said a private collector reportedly paid $1.1 million
for a near-mint copy of “Amazing

Fantasy” No. 15 in 2011, but estimated the $400,000 or more Yakoboski’s edition may fetch could
be a record for a public auction of
the comic book.
Vincent Zurzolo, co-owner
of New York-based Metropolis
Collectibles, said the $1.1 million sale—which he was involved
with—involved a comic book
graded higher at 9.6.
“This book will do great; it’s
an incredibly important book,”
said Zurzolo. “When you have a
sale like this there is a residual effect on the entire market, so that
also makes it very exciting. It’s
definitely a special book.”
Yakoboski admits he never
thought about such a payday
when he began reading comic
books as a child, sometimes
sneaking away from trips to the
library to visit a nearby comic

books store.
The collecting of rare editions continued as an adult and
Yakoboski says mother thought
it was a crazy way to spend his
hard-earned money. His most
cherished copies were stashed in
a bank safety deposit box—he
still has 38 prized editions left—
while lesser comics fill cabinets
in his Middle Island, New York,
home.
Heritage Auctions’ Allen
credits Yakoboski for having a
good eye for what might become
valuable. He said while others
sought to buy entire collections,
Yakoboski targeted what he
thought were the highest quality
and rarest comics.
“The best stuff always outpaces the market, and he bought
the best stuff,” Allen said. “That
was genius.”

ered herself a parent who would
have known something was
wrong.
“I think we like to believe
that our love and our understanding is protective, and that ‘If anything were wrong with my kids, I
would know.’ But I didn’t know,
and it’s very hard to live with
that,” she said.
“I felt that I was a good mom
... That he would, he could talk to
me about anything,” she continued. “Part of the shock of this was
that learning that what I believed

and how I lived and how I parented was an invention in my own
mind. That it, it was a completely
different world that he was living
in.”
Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris opened fire at the suburban
Denver school on April 20, 1999,
killing 12 students and a teacher
before killing themselves. Another
24 people were injured in the attack.
Sue Klebold said in the interview that when she heard the attack might still be underway, she

prayed her son would die so the
violence would stop.
“I remember thinking if this
is true, if Dylan is really hurting
people, somehow he has to be
stopped. And then, at that moment
I prayed that he would die,” she
said. “That God, stop this. Just
make it stop. Don’t let him hurt
anybody.”
The interview coincides with
the release of Sue Klebold’s memoir, “A Mother’s Reckoning: Living in the Aftermath of Tragedy,”
which will go on sale Monday.

She has said the Sandy Hook
Elementary School shootings in
Connecticut in 2012 helped convince her to share her story, and
that she is donating any profits
from the book to mental health
charities and research.
“There is never a day that
goes by where I don’t think of
the people that Dylan harmed,”
Sue Klebold said, adding that, “It
is very hard to live with the fact
that someone you loved and raised
has brutally killed people in such a
horrific way.”

Columbine shooter’s mother says she thinks of victims daily
STAFF REPORT
Associated Press

DENVER — The mother of
Columbine High School shooter
Dylan Klebold says she didn’t
know anything was wrong with
her son before the 1999 attack, and
she prayed for his death when she
heard he was involved and that the
rampage might still be underway.
In an interview that aired on
“20/20” late Friday, Sue Klebold
told ABC News’ Diane Sawyer
that before the attack she consid-

Counselors ready and on hand
at school, day after shooting
STAFF REPORT
Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Social workers offered counsel to
students at a suburban Phoenix
high school Saturday, a day after
two 15-year-old girls died there in
a murder-suicide shooting.
Counselors were available
throughout the morning for students, as well as their families
at Independence High School in
Glendale, according to a statement issued by Principal Rob
Ambrose.
Glendale police said the
bodies of the two students were
discovered Friday just before the
start of classes in an area near the
cafeteria, Glendale police said.
Each had been shot once and declared dead at the school.
Investigators recovered a
weapon and a suicide note, but
police did not release the contents
of the note.
“Information gathered by detectives reveal the two girls were
very close friends, appeared to
also be in a relationship,” police
spokeswoman Tracey Breeden
said.
Police have not yet released
the names of the students, citing

their age. But Phuong Kieu, a science teacher at the school, told
multiple media outlets Friday that
one of the victims was her sister,
May Kieu.
Phuong Kieu told Phoenix
TV station KNXV she was trying
to find out where her sister was
when a vice principal took her out
of her classroom.
“That’s when they told me
—the policemen, the detectives
—that my sister’s gone. They
confirmed it and she’s not coming
back,” Phuong Kieu said while
wiping away tears.
The teacher said her younger
sister was nice to everyone and
had a bright future. She set up a
GoFundMe page to raise money
for funeral expenses. As of Saturday afternoon, the site received
more than $11,000 in donations.
Police say nobody witnessed the shooting, but the
incident initially caused widespread panic among parents who
could not reach their children,
and the school was put on lockdown. Hundreds of worried parents crowded the parking lots of
nearby discount and convenience
stores awaiting information about
their children. The lockdown was
lifted after several hours.
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Justice Who?

he death of 79-year-old Antonin Scalia, someone many
students have likely never
heard of until the news broke Saturday, leaves an open spot in what
is arguably the most inﬂuential and
powerful group of decision makers
in the United States—the justices
seated on the Supreme Court bench.
Plessy v. Ferguson, Roe v.
Wade and Brown v. Board of Education are some of the most famous
Supreme Court decisions in United
States history. For better or for
worse, they had a signiﬁcant social
impact for years to follow. Nonetheless, we rarely hear about the
justices who ruled on these cases.
Wouldn’t it be compelling to know
more about the men and women
that have such authority and make
such difﬁcult decisions that have
enormous implications?
Although his death deserves
proper respect, it’s difﬁcult not to
speculate on who his replacement
might be and her/his potential
impact on the country.
Scalia, who had conservative
tendencies when it came to decisions, dissented in the June 2015
ruling that declared laws preventing same-sex marriage unconstitutional. Theoretically, a more
liberal-leaning justice could potentially open the door to more liberal
legislation being declared constitutional, especially if Democrats gain
control of the White House and
Senate in the next few years.
For over 140 years, there

have consistently been nine
Supreme Court justices seated on
the bench. Justices are introduced by the president and then
voted on by the Senate, requiring
a majority for con�irmation. The
most recent justice added to the
bench was Elena Kagan in 2010.
Despite the power the
Supreme Court has, recent
studies suggest that a majority
of Americans are not entirely
knowledgeable of those presiding on the highest bench in the
United States.
Disturbingly, data from
FindLaw.com found that only 34
percent of Americans could name
a single justice seated on the
Supreme Court. That’s shocking
when considering the implications it has on virtually everyone

Disturbingly, data
from FindLaw.com
found that only 34
percent of Americans could name a
single justice seated
on the Supreme
Court.

in this country.
Typically, The New Hampshire staff is skeptical when it
comes to making generalizations

based off of survey collections.
However, we would be willing to
bet that an overwhelming majority of Americans could not name
every justice, or even more than
a few, on the Supreme Court.
More or less, the Supreme
Court’s role is to determine
whether or not acts of our government’s legislative and executive branches are constitutional.
More speci�ically, the court
serves as an important means of
checks and balances. Throwback
to high school civics, we know.
For example, Barack Obama
signed the Affordable Care Act
into law in 2010, but it was of�icially found constitutional when
the Supreme Court ruled it so
in 2012. On the other hand, the
Affordable Care Act would not be
enforceable by law if it had been
ruled unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court in 2012.
The men and women of the
United States Supreme Court
serve an important role in our
nation, and The New Hampshire
respects the dif�icult job they
have at hand. However, we implore the student body, and our
greater readership in general, to
take some time to research the
sitting justices.
Political views and thoughts
on decisions aside, our thoughts
are with the Scalia family, and we
condemn those who have readily
expressed poor taste in light of
his death.
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 Letters policy
We welcome letters to the editor and aim to publish as many as possible. In writing, please follow these simple guidelines: Keep letters under 300 words. Type
them. Date them. Sign them; make sure they're signed by no more than two people. If you're a student, include your year, major and phone number. Faculty and
staff: Give us your department and phone number. TNH edits for space, clarity, accuracy and vulgarity. Bring letters to our ofﬁce in Room 132 in the MUB, email
them to tnh.editor@unh.edu or send them to The New Hampshire, MUB Room 132, Durham, NH 03824.
Opinions expressed in both signed and unsigned letters to the Editor, opinion pieces, cartoons and columns are not necessarily those of The New Hampshire or
its staff. If you do not see your side of the argument being presented, we invite you to submit a letter to the editor by sending an email to tnh.editor@unh.edu.

12

Monday, February 15, 2016

OPINION

Shaking the establishment
P
eople are pissed. Americans, who are for the most
part are lazy and apathetic
voters, turned out in Iowa on Feb.
1 and in New Hampshire on Feb.
9 to send one hell of a wake-up
call to both the GOP and Democratic establishments.
This election cycle wasn’t
even supposed to be close, at
least on the Democratic side. And
the Republican National Committee was certainly not banking
on Donald Trump—or Donny T.,
as I like to call him—to ruin the
party. I say party in the sense of
the political party and party in the
sense of sending someone out to
defeat Clinton. Reince Priebus (what a great name), head
of RNC, is currently in panic
mode when he should have been
launching his full-out assault
against Donny T. months ago.
This is something you do quickly.
Now they’re reaping the benefits.
Donald Trump just massacred his competition in New
Hampshire last Tuesday. For a
guy who’s so obsessed with winning and lost the Iowa Caucus, he
had to come out swinging in New
Hampshire and destroy the people he’s been making fun of for
the past several hundred years.
Okay, it’s not been that long, but
compared to the rest of the world,
our reality TV program…I mean
democratic process is way too
long. I can’t swear, but if I could
I would. Anyway, Donny T. beat
down Kasich, Cruz, Rubio and
Bush (the little turtle that could).
Now he’s the winner and all of
his rhetoric and promises of glory
are coming to fruition. Will it
last? Probably not. But we can’t
keep saying that for too long.

From the Left
Mark Kobzik

Trump has access to the
media, a populist message for
everyone who is white and, of
course, has deep pockets. If Cruz
isn’t the one to bring this game
to a stop, maybe it’s Kasich.
More likely Rubio. But he just
got embarrassed for being a
robot. Bush? He’s got the money
for now, but when will his bank
rollers get sick of fourth place?
These are all important questions
I can’t answer. All I can say is
that Trump is on top of the world
right now.
The GOP will have to rally
if they’re serious about getting
the prototypical moderate in the
ring. But this campaign season
has been about really only one
thing. Not policy or politics. It’s
been dominated by personality,
and Trump has an authentic personality that all those other candidates and all their practice can’t
copy. He’s the anti-PC crusader
who can say whatever the hell he
wants with no apparent repercussions. He understands his crowds
more than any other politician
I’ve ever seen. That’s why, even
if I hate the guy, I can understand
why angry people think he’s the
answer. Not justifying here, just
rationalizing what’s happening.
Bernie, the messenger of
love, the democratic socialist from Vermont, destroyed
Clinton in the New Hampshire
Democratic primary by a margin
of 22 points. Sen. Sanders also
became the first Jewish candidate
to ever win a primary, and that’s

something we should all be proud
of. Unfortunately, it only took us
like 240 years, and it sure makes
me wonder why it’s taken this
long. Anyway, his message and
personality rings with authenticity and the grassroots movement.
The Clinton headquarters must be
in freak out mode.
The coronation process was
all planned and everything would
have been okay if it weren’t for
those rotten kids. Literally, those
rotten kids like an episode of
“Scooby Doo.” Bernie took the
young vote by an embarrassing
margin.
This voting thing isn’t even
close to being over. We have
months to go before even electing a nominee for both parties.
We will have to see if populists
Bernie and Trump can keep rolling or if the moderates will come
out on top. We will have to watch
CNN and that horrible orgy of
graphics and displays and hours
of John King pointing to things
on a screen. And don’t forget
Wolf Blitzer announcing “Breaking News.”
I’ll stop torturing you and be
on my way. Go out and vote. Be
involved. And hopefully you can
drown out all the noise and read
a book or enjoy a good television
show. I recommend any of the
following: “Game of Thrones”
(my favorite), “Mad Men,”
“Breaking Bad,” “Hannibal,”
“Twin Peaks,” or “Orange is the
New Black.” That should hold
you over until November.

Mark Kobzik is a junior majoring in English/journalism.

n Letter to the editor
I was once a part of a
political revolution. A young,
charismatic man was our leader.
He promised change. He was going to reform the political system
as we know it, and he was going
to do it with the groundswell of
support driving his revolution. It
was going to be amazing, a oncein-a-generation phenomenon.
Eight years later, I find my
fellow millennials looking at
another “political revolution,” led
by a crazy-haired old white man.
A socialist, he calls himself.
A man who promises change,
because the political system is
still broken. Another man who,
just like the great revolutionary
before him ultimately did, will
likely fail to keep his promises.
It’s an imperfect analogy,
yes, but it is one that surprisingly
works. The parallels between
our first revolutionary of 2008,
Barack Obama, and the most recent beacon of liberal hope, Bernie Sanders, should be obvious.
Which means that the lessons
America learned from Obama’s
successes, and failures, should
apply to a theoretical Sanders
presidency.
Just what do those lessons
tell us? They tell us that, without
a Democratic majority in the
House and Senate, the extremely
liberal policy promises Sand-

ers offers will likely be broken.
That’s because real change does
not happen simply by electing
one man. Simply look towards
President Obama’s greatest
political policy achievement,
the Affordable Care Act. It was
passed before the GOP officially
took over in 2010. It was passed
with absolutely zero, I repeat
zero, Republican votes.
While compromises can be
achieved, I personally question
whether the headstrong Sanders—whose unwavering passion behind his beliefs is a part
of his appeal—will be willing
to concede points in a negotiation with leading Congressional
Republicans over a hypothetical
single-payer bill. And if he does,
whether his supporters will be
content with the compromise.
So, how do we achieve
change in politics? How can
we make liberal dreams—like a
single-payer health care system,
affordable higher education,
criminal justice reform, or gender
equality—a reality?
If the Republican Party has
taught Americans anything since
the Reagan era, it is that you
achieve change in 2018 with the
midterm elections, where citizens
line up to vote for the less sexy,
less inspiring positions of U.S.
Senator, state senator, or city

mayor. The Republicans have
created political change by showing up to the polls during those
election, which allows them to
be uncompromising when they
sit down on the negotiation table.
Why would they, after all, concede to a Democrat when they
remain theoretically uncontested
during their re-election campaign?
Liberals, on the other hand,
have failed to show up to the
polls on off years; hence why
we find the likes of Senator Joni
Ernst in Iowa. We lack the bargaining position that comes with
numbers, and its why no “political revolution” in 2016 will result
in a whole lot of change.
After all, once the excitement of “Feeling the Bern”
subsides, all my fellow millennials—or, more broadly,
my fellow liberals—will fail
to show up come the midterm
elections. They did in 2010 and
again in 2014. When they don’t,
America will remain where we
stand today: gridlocked. Then
the country will become disenchanted with a man who promised change, yet stands no chance
against a political environment
that punishes compromise.
Adam Babinat
UNH ‘14
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Thumbs Up
Thumbs Down
Thumbs up to Valentine’s Day
yesterday.
Thumbs down to not getting candy
from everyone in your class anymore.
Thumbs up to Antonin Scalia’s
service as a Supreme Court justice.
Thumbs down to those not respecting
his death.
Thumbs up to how pretty Durham is
after a fresh snowfall.
Thumbs down to negative
temperatures. Chill, winter.
Thumbs up to good music.

Thumbs down to the Grammys. No
one cares except Grammy nominees.
Thumbs up to federal government
withholding tax returns.
Thumbs down to the interest-free
loan the government gets from us.
Thumbs up to Chinese, Japanese,
Thai and Asian food overall.
Thumbs down to still not having mastered the art of chopsticks.
Thumbs up to getting into graduate
school.
Thumbs down to incurring more student loans.
Thumbs up to bowling.

Thumbs down to gutter balls.
The Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down section represents the collective
opinion of The New Hampshire’s staff and does not necessarily represent the opinion of the student body. But it more than likely does.
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WOMEN’S HOCKEY

‘Cats struggle vs BU
By MARK GARBINO
STAFF WRITER

The Wildcats dropped both
games of a home-and-home series
with the Boston University Terriers over the weekend. UNH let a
3-1 lead slip away in the third period to lose 6-4 on Saturday at BU
and could not complete a comeback of their own on Sunday, losing 6-2 at the Whitt.
With the pair of losses, the
Wildcats’ record falls to 10-21-1
on the season, with just two games
remaining. They are currently
in possession of the fifth seed in
Hockey East, but can’t finish any
higher, as the fourth place University of Connecticut has pulled out
of reach.
Despite not getting the desired results, head coach Hilary
Witt liked the effort she saw out of
her team.
“I’m proud of the way we
fought,” she said. “If we fight like
this in every game, we always
have a chance, and that’s what we
need to continue to do.”
Junior forward Cassandra
Vilgrain scored a total of three
goals between the two games, and
is now third on the team with 10
goals . She said that she was driven by the importance of this weekend’s games, knowing the impact
they would have on the standings.
“I just was really well prepared, and I knew we needed these
points,” she said. “I put in the ef-

fort I needed, tried to get pucks to
the net and get as many scoring
opportunities as I could.”
Witt said she has seen steady
improvement in the Calgary native and commended her work
ethic following Sunday’s game.
“She is playing better and
better every day,” Witt said. “She
works her tail off. She wants to
win so bad, and she’s been a good
leader. She is working really hard,
and she is setting a good example.”
After starting her 21st straight
game on Saturday, freshman goaltender Kyra Smith was given a
rest on Sunday, with senior Vilma
Vaattovaara getting the nod. The
Veikkola, Finland native stopped
17 of the 21 shots she faced in her
first appearance since November
7, with the final two BU shots being empty net goals.
Following the game, Witt
said that she wanted to give Smith
a break. Smith had not missed
a game since taking over as the
team’s starter.
“I thought [Vaattovaara]
played okay,” she said. “We just
wanted to switch it up, give Kyra a
rest. Kyra’s played a lot of hockey
since November, so we wanted to
just give her a little rest, and give
Vilma an opportunity.”
The Wildcats will wrap up
the regular season on Feb. 20 and
21 when they host UConn for two
games in what could be a playoff
preview.

T&F

continued from page 16
personal record with a launch of
51 feet, 6.25 inches in the weight
throw. That throw tacked on a
substantial 8 inches to her old
personal record. The ‘Cats took
second place with 59 points to
Maine’s 103.
“We had kind of a good
weekend,” Coach Boulanger
said, half-jokingly about the
men’s team’s performances this
weekend at both of its meets.
“Kind of” would be an understatement. The men saw great
performances Saturday at both
the David Hemery Valentine
Invitational in Boston and their
dual meet at the University of
Maine.
A group of mostly freshman and sophomore was sent up
to the dual meet in Maine while
a smaller group was chosen to
compete in Boston. Coach Boulanger wanted his men to act as
a team this weekend at Maine
even though they might not have
been selected to participate in
the bigger Boston meet.
“I’m a real team guy. You’ll
go with the team and act as a
team and you’ll earn it,” Boulanger said.
The philosophy played a
good part in the close matchup
with Maine as the ‘Cats took
first with 90 points to Maine’s
75. Ten first-place finishes provided the push that UNH needed
to take home the win.
The Boston squad made

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Defense propels ‘Cats past Seawolves
By SAM ROGERS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Although it was Valentine’s
Day, there were no displays of
love between UNH and Stony
Brook. The two America East
rivals went back and forth in the
final few minutes of play, but the
Wildcats held on to their gamelong lead and escaped with a 4946 win.
The Wildcats typically see
themselves faltering early on in
games and Sunday was no different. UNH only scored 11 points
in the first quarter, but was fortunate that the Seawolves couldn’t
capitalize and overwhelm the
‘Cats. An aggressive defense and
constant rebound control only allowed six Stony Brook points in
the first ten minutes.
Assistant Coach Brendan
Copes noticed the flat start but
was also happy on how his team
defended the basket.
“Our Achilles heel all season is coming out flat. In the first
quarter things get away from us
and we have to climb back in the
second half,” Copes said. “Today was the opposite; we came
out and defended, we held them
to six points and built a little bit
of a lead.”
Senior Elizabeth Belanger
scored nine out of the first 11
points for the Wildcats. Belanger
went on to lead the team in scor-

ing with 19. In addition to being
the game leader in scoring, she
notched ten rebounds and played
the entire game.
Sophomore Carlie Pogue,
who struggled finishing by the
rim early, grabbed eight rebounds and tallied 13 points to
lead UNH forwards.
The ‘Cats saw themselves
with a 10-point lead with two
minutes remaining in the first
half. But after a few costly turnovers, Stony Brook cut the lead
to three heading into the locker
room. UNH led 24-21.
“We kind of helped their run
with a couple key turnovers and
missed shots,” Copes said.
The third frame was more
of the same. UNH controlled the
first eight minutes of the period,
playing solid defense, limiting
turnovers, and controlling the
glass. The Wildcats held a ninepoint lead in the final minute of
the third, but let the Seawolves
back into it and trailed by one
heading into the fourth.
“The game as a whole, we
didn’t shoot the ball particularly
well,” Copes said to explain the
team’s inability to maintain its
lead.
“We missed a lot of easy
shots, but we knew if we focused
on defense we would win that
game,” Belanger said.
The ‘Cats weren’t going
to let the big conference game

slip away. Clutch free throws
by Pogue and sophomore Aliza
Simpson gave UNH a slim lead.
Stony Brook had the last possession to try and tie the game, but
its last shot came up short and
UNH won 49-46.
“Rebounds ending the possession, that was huge, only giving them one chance. I thought
we did a great job defensively,”
Belanger said.
The win caps a tough streak
of games, as the Wildcats have
now faced the top three teams in
America East in their last three
games. The schedule eases up a
bit as UNH prepares to take on
the middle of the conference
standings.
“We’re hoping this (win)
can help us roll into March,”
Copes said.
“I think we can do something special at the end of the
season,” Belanger said.
UNH is back in action at
Umass Lowell on Wednesday,
Feb. 17 and back home on Saturday, Feb. 20 against Hartford.
For more information on
the UNH women’s basketball
team, visit the UNH athletics
website, unhwildcats.com, or
follow the team on social media,
@UNHHoops.

TNHdigital.com

plenty of noise as well, with
good placement in many events
and a few athletes breaking old
personal records. Two performances were also good enough
to rank on the national scale.
Drew Piazza and Christopher Poggi both set new school
records, breaking times from
2009. But more importantly, the
times they ran rank both men
among the country’s top runners.
Poggi achieved second place in
Boston for the 500-meter race in
a time of 1:03.34, which is currently tied for eleventh in the
nation. Poggi plans to run the
800 in the Conference Championship, where he is hoping to go
below 1:50.
Drew Piazza ran the
1,000-meter race in 2:21.97,
earning him the meet victory
in the event and placing himself second in the nation for the
event.
“I definitely feel like it
prepped me for conference,” he
said. “My last lap was the fastest
lap for me and I still felt like I
had something left in me.”
Boulanger thinks that the
race will help Piazza at the
America East conference meet
next weekend.
“It’s all about him maintaining a good mental outlook,”
Boulanger said.
In addition to the two nationally competitive racers, Michael Shanahan placed second in
the weight throw with a toss of
67 feet, 0.50 inches and D’Mahl
McFadden had a successful double event day, placing 41st in the
200 meter run and 16th in the

60 meter hurdles. Andrew McFarland, Nathan Kittredge, and
Brendan McCarthy all continue
to progress this season with new
personal records in their events
Saturday.
Both teams will compete
at next weekend’s America East
Championships in New York.
The meet will begin at 3 p.m. on
Friday, Feb. 19 and wraps up on
Saturday, Feb. 20.
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MENS HOCKEY

UNH hits major milestones against Vermont
By BRIAN DUNN
SPORTS EDITOR

It was a bend-but-don’tbreak weekend for the Wildcats
as they hosted Vermont for a
weekend doubleheader. UNH
dropped Friday night’s decision
3-2, then tied Saturday’s game
2-2 to grab a single Hockey East
point. The result gave Vermont a
jump over UNH in the Hockey
East standings, and the Wildcats’
probability of securing home ice
in the Hockey East playoffs remains questionable.
“I just told my team that we
spent too much time in our own
end. They outcompeted us in
our own end,” head coach Dick
Umile said after Friday night’s
loss. “We couldn’t get the puck
up to our forwards and we spent
too much time in the defensive
zone.”
Although Umile’s words
weren’t optimistic, the team had
a strong start to Friday night. Tyler Kelleher scored the first goal
of the game, his eighth goal of
the season, on the man-advantage to give the Wildcats a 1-0
lead 7-minutes, 54-seconds into
the game.
It became a much more
physical battle going into the
second period, making power
plays critical. Vermont, who
came into Friday night with the
nation’s worst power play efficiency, surprised the fans and
tied the game on a power play
goal from Liam Coughlin.
The ‘Cats quickly answered
with a five-on-three advantage and Michael McNicholas
grabbed his second goal of the
season. Kelleher’s assist on the
goal gave him his 100th career
point as a Wildcat. McNicholas

was just happy he could help.
“He is a great player and it
definitely was a special moment
for him,” McNicholas said. “It
was nice to be a part of that, for
sure.”
“It was pretty cool, unfortunately we didn’t get the win, but
it was a cool feeling though,”
Kelleher said.
The Wildcats mustered a
measly six shots in the third period after a controversial goal call
for Vermont. While Umile and
the UNH fans appeared irate, the
goal was upheld by the officials,
and proved to be enough for the
Catamounts to secure the 3-2
victory.
UNH looked to salvage lost
ground and flip the script against
the Catamounts on Saturday.
Though they played tough, the
Wildcats found themselves down
early when UVM’s Mitch Ferguson and Chris Muscoby beat
Tirone to put Vermont up 2-0.
But the Wildcats came roaring back. Andrew Poturalski netted a goal on the power play to
cut the deficit to one. Early in
the third period, Shane Eiserman
stepped up and fired one past
Catamount goaltender Packy
Munson to tie the game at two.
Poturalski was pleased with the
way the team fought back despite the deficit.
“I think we battled back and
we knew we could. [We] got to
take something positive out of
that,” Poturalski said. “It’s not
the start we wanted, but it shows
good signs that we battled back.”
Eiserman’s goal forced
overtime for the second time
against Vermont this season. It
was an intense five minutes, but
nothing came of it and the teams
ended in a tie.

china wong/staff

With 105 games played, Tyler Kelleher became the 73rd Wildcat in program history to reach 100
career points. The junior has 42 points so far this season.
Saturday’s game marked
coach Umile’s 1,000th game as
a head coach, a milestone only
11 other coaches have reached in
history.
“Played a lot of games with

a lot of great kids,” Umile said.
The UNH alum is currently in
his 26th season as a UNH head
coach. “I’m just thankful and
fortunate.”
Next up for the Wildcats is

a home-and-home series against
the Boston University Terriers
next week. Friday night’s game
will be at the Whittemore Center
and will be televised on NESN
at 8:30 p.m.

WOMEN’S LACROSSE

Wildcats open with a win at Cowell Stadium
By BRIAN DUNN
SPORTS EDITOR

The cold never bothered
them anyway.
On a freezing cold Saturday
afternoon in Durham, the UNH
women’s lacrosse team opened
up the regular season with a 14-8
win over Hofstra at Cowell Stadium. Nine different Wildcats
scored in the winning effort, including a hat trick from sophomore attacker Krissy Schafer.
The team improved its overall record to 24-16 in season-opening
games.
“Up and down the field we
played really well, and as a team,”
head coach Sarah Albrecht said,

Skiing

continued from page 16
at the University of Vermont
Carnival and fourth in the classic sprint at the Bates College
Carnival.
“We have a great blend be-

Albrecht is now in her fourth year
with UNH. “I was really proud
of them for putting together the
things we’ve done in practice into
the games.”
The Wildcats took control of
the game in the early minutes, tallying goals early and often. Schafer started the ‘Cats off by firing
two quick goals past Hofstra’s
Alexis Greene to give UNH a 2-0
lead 4:15 into the first half.
Laura McHoul, who led the
Wildcats in scoring last season,
started her 2016 campaign by
notching the third goal of the day.
Nicole Grote quickly followed
suit, and only a few minutes
into the first half of play, UNH
seemed to be running away with

the game.
Hofstra’s Lindsey Scott and
Lindsey Alfano were able to get
three shots past Wildcat goaltender Kate Clancy, but an impressive man-to-man defense kept the
Pride at bay. The Wildcats ended
the half with a four-goal advantage of 7-3.
The second half was an offensive explosion for the Wildcats. Although Hofstra was able
to tally five second-half goals,
the UNH attack put its foot on
the gas pedal and poured seven
more on Greene to secure the
win. McHoul, the team’s senior
captain, was impressed with the
performance of her team.
“Everyone looked good. We

fought the whole entire 60 minutes,” McHoul said. The former
leading goal-scorer finished the
afternoon with two goals and an
assist. “We stuck to the gameplan
and I think everyone was just
excited to get out there and play
someone new.”
Defense was a big part of the
Wildcats’ success that afternoon.
Clancy only had to make 8 saves
total. UNH forced 19 turnovers
on Hofstra with a double-team
scheme.
“I think in this weather especially its sometimes hard to handle the ball,” Albrecht said. “We
put some pressure on them and I
think the girls did a great job of
playing as a team on defense and

tween upperclassmen and freshman,” Nordic coach and ski coordinator Cory Schwartz said.
“There is a great atmosphere
among the team. They train well
together; our team is deep.”
Last week, the ‘Cats took
third in the UVM Carnival with
a strong showing from all athletes. Historically, UNH has al-

ways been a top three contender
in its conference, the Eastern
Intercollegiate Ski Association.
Although Vermont and Dartmouth College consistently lead
the polls, the Wildcats bridged
the gap a bit in their latest meeting, falling just short of the top
two teams in the conference.
The Williams College Car-

nival lies ahead for UNH. It will
begin on Feb. 19 and wrap up the
following day. Alpine races are
slated to be held at Jiminy Peak,
while the Nordic events will be
held at Prospect Mountain.
For more information on
the UNH ski team including
schedules, visit the UNH athletics website, unhwildcats.com.

bumping to the ball.”
The win marked the second
consecutive game in which the
Wildcats beat the Pride on their
home turf. McHoul expressed
optimism moving forward in the
season after the victory.
“Being on a high right now,
coming in with your first win
definitely marked a statement,”
McHoul said, who despite the
team’s 6-10 overall record last
year, is looking forward to the
season ahead. “I think by winning, this has really got us going
for the rest of the season.”
The team will look to remain
unbeaten as it travels to Amherst
to take on the UMass Minutemen
next Saturday at 3 p.m.
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GYMNASTICS

Pflieger, ‘Cats floor Southern Connecticut
By ANDREW YOURELL
SPORTS EDITOR

ANDREW YOURELL/Staff

Meghan Pflieger has battled injury all season but on Saturday, the
junior dazzled as the Wildcats defeated SCSU 194.100-190.425.

SWIM

continued from page 16
Leckenby’s 1998 record by .01
seconds, clocking in at 49.81
seconds.
“Honestly I didn’t even
think of the record,” Baykova
said, adding that her goal was
just to go under 50 seconds after notching a 49.60 split in the
400-medley relay the night before. She did admit that she was
happy to break a time that was
once an NCAA Top-10 time.
Harper, one of the conference’s most versatile swimmers,
set conference records of 4:48.29
and 16:33.54 in the freestyles.
She also won the 100-yard butterfly, slamming the panel ahead
of her closest opponents by a
mere tenth of a second in 55.85
seconds.
“All the distance swimmers
went above and beyond in our
training all year,” Harper said.
“I’m so proud of everyone on the
team for stepping up this weekend.”
While Harper and Baykova
were favorites in each of their
respective events, one of the big
question marks surrounding the
Wildcats was how the freshmen
class would perform. The Wildcats graduated six seniors after
last season, including the talented Katie Mann, and the rookies
were needed to step up to keep
the meet competitive.
If there were any nerves early on, they did not show for the

freshman. Moffat and Driscoll
finished second and third in the
500-yard freestyle behind Harper, and Moffat was second in the
200 and 1,650 free as well.
Driscoll, however, was
not content with bronze. In the
400-yard individual medley, the
freshman crushed her personal
record to win the event with a
4:21.47. On day four, she followed up the win with a fourthplace finish in the 200-yard butterfly and was vital in relays all
weekend, eventually winning the
Outstanding Rookie of the Meet
award.
“The freshmen did amazing
this year. We had a lot of pressure
to perform but all of us were able
to step up,” Driscoll said. “Now
that it’s over, I feel relieved that
I made it through my first season
and [I’m] hungry to do even better next season.”
Driscoll was not the only
freshman to win an event. After finishing second place in the
100-yard backstroke and seventh
in the 200-yard individual medley, New Hampshire native Linnea Lemerise torched the competition with a 2:00.28 in the
200-yard backstroke.
The Retrievers proved to
have too many swimmers to overcome though. Despite UNH winning 10 events to UMBC’s eight,
the Retrivers seemingly had a
swimmer or two for each UNH
swimmer in the final heat of any
event. UMBC was also paced by
the America East Swimmer of the
Meet, Emily Escobedo. The junior only got better as the week-

The Wildcats have experienced a rash of injuries in the
last couple weeks, and it was
never more clear than in Saturday night’s Stick It For The Cure
meet against Southern Connecticut State University. But with
several gymnasts out, junior
standout Meghan Pflieger rose
up to lead the ‘Cats to a 194.100190.425.
“I feel definitely a lot better,” Pflieger, who has been nursing shoulder injuries of her own
this season, said. “I took a little
bit of a rest this week, just doing
quality work.”
Pflieger, usually a fixture in
the all-around, has yet to return
to bars because of her shoulder
injury, but the Barneveld, New
York, native dazzled on the three
events in which she did compete. Pflieger stuck a 9.850 on
the vault, placing second only to
teammate Elizabeth Mahoney’s
9.900. On beam and floor,
Pflieger again scored 9.850s,
which was the top score on beam
and tied with freshmen Danielle
Doolin on floor.
The Wildcats were without two of their top performers.
Kelsey Aucoin sustained a nongymnastics related concussion
during the week, and Casey
Lauter is currently working to return from a stress fracture in her
leg. The duo are two of UNH’s

best on the beam, where the team
is ranked No. 2 nationally.
Aucoin and Lauter were
missed, as the team completed a
48.575 on beam, noticeably lower than the season average.
“This has been a rough
week in terms of some injury
things coming in, so we had a
couple people that haven’t been
in the lineup,” head coach Gail
Goodspeed said.
The injuries didn’t stop,
either. On the first vault of the
night, sophomore Marissa Toci,
in one of her first meet’s back
from hip surgery, crashed on her
vault and needed to be carried
off. It was one of several falls on
the night for the Wildcats, who
always list a team goal as hitting
24 of 24 routines in every meet.
Spurred by high scores on
vault from Doolin, Pflieger and
Mahoney, the Wildcats bounced
back, however. In the next event,
the uneven bars, Danielle Mulligan, the reigning Eastern Atlantic Gymnastics League (EAGL)
Specialist of the Week hit a
9.85 set to lead the Wildcats to
a meet-high 48.675 on the apparatus. The Wildcats did get some
relief in the return of Mackenzie
Kerouac to the lineup on bars.
“I think our bar team was
probably one of the best lineups
we’ve had on bars,” Goodspeed
said. “They did a great job.”
On beam, freshman Courtney Bondanza stepped up with
a 9.750, good for third place be-

hind SCSU’s Kathleen Aberger
and Pflieger. But without Aucoin
and Lauter, Goodspeed admitted it was probably the weakest
lineup the Wildcats have used on
bars this season.
In the final event, the floor
exercise, Pfleiger and Doolin grabbed the top scores, and
freshman Nicole O’Leary was
close behind with a 9.800 score
that tied with an Owl for third
place.
Doolin, the EAGL Rookie
of the Week for four straight
weeks, was the only competitor
in the all-around for both teams.
She registered a 38.825.
The Wildcats were also raising money for their Stick It For
The Cure cause, and raised 500
dollars for the Seacoast Cancer
Center.
“We all just want to come
out and do it for the people that
we love. My team was all here
for me today,” Pflieger said.
Pflieger’s club coach recently
battled cancer, an event that
made this meet special for the
junior.
The Wildcats travel on
Thursday to Washington, D.C.
in preparation for a Friday night
meet against No. 17 George
Washington, North Carolina and
William and Mary.
For more information on the
UNH gymnastics team, visit the
UNH athletics website nhwildcats.com or follow the team on
Twitter @unhgymnastics.
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Jess Harper leaps into the water during Friday night’s 200-yard freestyle relay final. The Wildcats
placed second in the event, the only freestyle event the team did not win at the four day meet.
end went on, helping her team
win the 200-yard medley relay
and then crushing the conference
records in the 200-yard individual medley, 100-yard breaststroke
and 200-yard breaststroke, where
her 2:06.21 winning time was
good for the meet’s only NCAA
A-cut time.
“She’s phenomenal,” Willman said after Escobedo’s 200yard breaststroke time was announced as the top time in the
NCAA all season. “She’s a really tough competitor who works
her butt off. Her race today was

phenomenal...we’re happy for
her, she’s a good kid.”
While the Wildcats couldn’t
overcome UMBC, they did have
a number of finalists in each
event, including senior Bettina
Caspersen, juniors Sarah Broderick and Sarah Olver, sophomores
Hailee Miller and Savanna Desmarais and freshmen Erin Cullather, Holly Driscoll, Vivi-El
Sibay and Maddie Murphy. The
young nucleus of the team gives
Willman hope for the future.
“Obviously we’re working
on the depth thing and we have

some incoming freshmen that
are going to help us out with
that,” he said. “It’s nice that
we’re really kind of just replenishing rather than replacing.”
The Wildcats will send a
number of swimmers to the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference’s championship meet. The
meet will be hosted at the United
States Naval Academy from Feb.
26 to Feb. 28.
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Zach LaVine stole the
show once again with
some acrobatic dunks
to repeat as the NBA All
Star Slum Dunk Contest
Champion.
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SKIING

FreestyleU

Slalom lifts
‘Cats to 3rd

UNH finished second at America East Championships
behind strong performances in each of the freestyle events

Last season, the Wildcats scored 777 points and
won 11 of the meet’s 20 events, but were outdone
by the superior depth of the talented University of
Maryland, Baltimore County squad, and ﬁnished as
runner’s up.
This season, despite some truly dominating performances, the story was the same. UNH ﬁnished
second to the Retrievers by a score of 885.5-824.5,
followed by Vermont, Maine and Binghamton.
Depth again proved to be the team’s Achilles heel, as
the ‘Cats ultimately won 10 of the 20 events, including every single individual freestyle event.
“I think that everyone, especially the freshmen,
stepped up and did a great job,” head coach Josh
Willman said.
The Wildcats were led by their star sophomore
duo, Liza Baykova and Jess Harper. Baykova won
all three of the sprint freestyle events, while Harper

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

cleaned up the distance freestyles with new team and
conference records in the 500-yard and 1,650-yard
freestyle.
“I think the whole team swam really well,” associate head coach Jarrod Zwirko, who also trains
primarily with the distance team, said. “Day in and
day out that’s our goal, is to be as fast as we can be
here and to be able to compete for those top spots.”
Baykova and Harper teamed up for several relays, including the conference record-setting 800yard freestyle relay on day one. The two were joined
by freshmen Brittany Moffat and Brittany Driscoll,
and the quartet all went under 1 minute, 50.48 seconds to set the new record, 7:16.14.
Baykova’s powerful stroke was too much for
competitors to overcome, and she recorded times of
23.44 seconds and 1:47.68 in the 50 and 200-yard
freestyle events. But in a stunning swim, the sophomore broke the program’s only All-American Denise
SWIM continued on Page 15

SKI continued on Page 14

The Wildcats celebrate on the podium after the 500-yard freestyle finals. Bridget Miller (front) took
sixth. Brittany Driscoll (left), Brittany Moffat (center) and Jess Harper (right) took the top three spots.
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By TRISTEN BIANCO

This weekend’s Dartmouth
Carnival marked a solid showing for the UNH skiing team.
The Wildcats placed third in the
meet, though the women’s alpine squad taking ﬁrst place in
Saturday’s slalom event at the
Dartmouth Skiway. UNH totaled
826 points in the contest, 122 of
those points coming from the
Women’s Alpine squad. They
trailed only Vermont (888) and
Dartmouth (858).
“We had a solid weekend,”
alpine coach Brian Blank said.
“Lisa [Wedsjo] and Randa [Teschner] had strong performances.”
Coach Blank attributed the
team’s dominance in the slalom
to the ‘Cats successful weekend
on the slopes. The women’s slalom victory was UNH’s second
win of the season.
Wedsjo and Teschner, who
have been extremely consistent
so far this season, ﬁnished third
and fourth, respectively, in Saturday’s slalom. The duo also
ﬁnished in the same places at the
giant slalom on Friday. Teschner
has ﬁnished in the Top-10 of all
four slalom races so far this season, but her fourth place ﬁnish is
a season best.
The men’s alpine and Nordic teams ﬁnished fourth out of
the schools represented in both
the slalom and and 20-kilometer
cross-country races.
Peter Holmes had a standout
performance in the 20-kilometer
classic event for UNH, taking
home fourth place. Eirik Fosnaes
was the second Wildcat behind
Holmes, placing 12th overall.
With his placement on Saturday, Holmes has three Top-5
ﬁnishes on the year in the classic races. He previously ﬁnished
ﬁfth in the 10-kilometer classic
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SCORE
CARD
GYMNASTICS (9-3)

194.100 190.425
UNH

SCSU

Saturday, Durham, N.H.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL (9-16)

49 46
UNH

Binghamton

Sunday, Durham, N.H.

Also: L, 85-48 vs. Albany
MEN’S BASKETBALL (15-10)

59 58
Stony Brook

UNH

Sunday, Stony Brook, N.Y.

Also: W, 69-68 vs. Albany
MEN’S HOCKEY (10-15-5)

2 2
UNH

Vermont

Saturday, Durham, N.H.

Also: L, 3-2 vs. Vermont
WOMEN’S HOCKEY (10-21-1)

6 2
BU

UNH

Sunday, Durham, N.H.

Also: L, 6-4 vs. BU
WOMEN’S LACROSSE (1-0)

14 8
Piazza, Purrier climb national rankings

TRACK & FIELD

UNH

Hofstra

Saturday, Durham, N.H.

By RYAN PAGLIARO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The men’s and women’s track teams
completed a busy weekend, but the looming
America East Conference Championships
haven’t kept them from posting some impressive times in this weekend’s races.
On the women’s side, the ‘Cats sent several top athletes to the competitive David Hemery Valentine Invitational on Friday. Sophomore Elinor Purrier stamped her name into
history once again with a blistering mile time
of 4 minutes, 29.17 seconds. Purrier broke her

own school record of 4:36.14 that she set her
freshman year, and her new time is currently
the fastest collegiate mile time in the entire
nation. Running this race against professional runners, her incredible time was good for
fourth in the race.
Laura Rose Donegan also performed well
in the mile, setting a new personal record by
almost ﬁve seconds with a time of 4:57.48,
earning her a 26th place ﬁnish. The time qualiﬁes Donegan for an Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference appearance as well. She was
followed up by a 26th place ﬁnish by teammate
Shannon Murdock. Brianna Boden, Amber

Short, and Amanda Syzmanski also qualiﬁed
for Conference Championships in the 3000
meter race.
While many accomplishments were being made Friday night in Boston, the other
half of the women’s team went head to head
with University of Maine. The ‘Cats enjoyed
three ﬁrst place ﬁnishes with Angelyn Masters
taking ﬁrst in the mile with a time of 5:12.28
and two ﬁrst-place ﬁnishes in the throwing circle. Abigail Kaplan tossed the shotput for 40
feet, 9.75 inches, and Emily Wernig set a new
T&F continued on Page 13
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Team records
broken
by UNH
swimming
this
weekend.

