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shoe-
have

Well, here we are, still
stringing along.  So far we
Sotigls SeSle rip tIGHE to pzy FoOriiis
issue, but we haven't taken in
enough so that we worry asbout the
income ta:c:,

Ve are wvery ashamed of our for-
mat and hope to do something about
it., We want to go in for printing
and will, just as soon as we have
the necessary backlog of subscrip-
lieivs fBo sHusbain us. - In the weam-
time, we shall continue to slave
over the mimeograph machine and you
will continue to strain your eyes
over a shortgge of ink. However,
the sky is brightening with the
prospects of better things to come.

Wie have several letters asking
if there is anything the writers
can do, we rasvond, "Csrtainly.'
WWhen you send in your subseription
(or at any other time) send:

1. Suggestions for improvement
(In response to suggcstions, we now
have music for our dances and we
are working up a directory of
square dance groups.)

S EEteEh Yol fyeulr faverl te
dance together with calls and di-
rections, an entry in the original
dance contest, or a note on any
dance;

3. Wthen and where your group
meets so we may include it in the
directory, or a note on recent
square dance activities;

or, at least,

4, The nomes and addresses
some of your frienus who would
like & complementary copy of Amer-
ican Squares, which we shall there-
after send.them.

This is your masgzine and will
be as good as you caa help us make
a5
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Otto Rayburn has sent us a copy
of his OZARK uUlbw which he pub-
lishes at Lonadele, Arkaonsas. It
comes out four times a year at $1
per annum. I heven't hod time yet
toy theroly perfige ite hundred pages
PRt At 12 a Tund of Ozark FelEliore
and information. I particularly
liked his nage HEARD IN TH. OZARKS,

"An old farm couple, having en-
dured the rigore of country life
for more than a helf ceontury, do-

r remaining - \
coniforts of
the faru,

years basking in &
Gl ol e Ahey sold

...J.._,

" reason

. Swing your @ rtner

——

bought a modern house at the county
seat, =snd moved in,

"The old #ent, a frugal but
practical soul, could seo no sarth-
ly use for the two covers on the
toilet bowl so, thinking they could
he vut to a bhetter use, removed
them,

"The
to use
board,

top cover he gave to his wife
in the kitchen as a bread
but what to do with the
bottom cover, the one with the hole
in it, perplexed him no end.
"Finally he removed the enamel,
replaced it with shellac, and found
a place for it in the parlor--a
perfect frame for grandpa's picture,
3
LUITORIAL
Ye Zuitor had prepared another
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nice fire-breathing editerial for

this issue, but afver the reaction
to his last one, he is afraid to
nrint it. MNany pcoplec have con-
fused the editor's opinions with
the policy of the magazine. As
there was no policy expressed in
the first issue, they had plenty of
to do so. Howcver, here it
1Bl &
1

. To bring American dance na-
terial

to folk dancers with empha-
sis on squares and contras.,

2., Thils is your magazine. The
cditor's opinions are his own. The
columns of Amcrican Squarcs arc
always open to contrary opinions
(provided they are reasonably well
written). Hveryone is entitled to
believe and dance as he likes, and
if you differ from the editor please
don't let that prevent you from
doing the danccs he likes (provided
you likc them too) or sharing the
dances you like with others thru
the medium of American Squares.

1

There have been several requests
for articles on longways dances.
These have a definite place in
American Squares, but I focl unfit-
ted to writc on that subjcct ncver
yot having called or taught such
dances. Will somebody plcasc o=
blige us by scnding us an article
or a call on dances of this &ype?
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Balancc cornecrs,

shave 'em down
twicc around

- - W I }
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Swing cverybody, swing 'em again
Swing 'em around with might « min
It's allemand lceft, and gals
double chain.
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Has ahyono cvor asked youLplbaJJ @it those qu;*iwvi__; hich oo
you ddke.betber, squarc or folk dancing¥"™ O ‘wirich Aol e Do b OB
New York or the United States?" One guestion is as scnsible as thc
other Tor in cach case the former is pnrt of the latter,

ilichacl Herman rcalized this when, in the April issue of the Folk
Dancer he urged Americean groups to try out the dances of othrr coun-
trics. . Many jittorbugs who say they don't like square dancing just
don't know thec danccs well cnough to enjoy them. . .any square dancer
will agree to that. . .yot most of us fail to rcallgze that the square
dancer who docsn't like other folk danccs is probebly in the same boat.
Now I don't moen to takc you away from sguare dancing; there arc fow
more thrilling sights than a New #ngland grange hall filled with fld-
dle music and donccrs doing Portlunu Fancy, or than sguarcs of cowboys
doing the "doccy-doo', Lt's.just that, as 2 square danccr, I've found
e fihe othee Folle dances ape Ly,  too; anc I wapbt to Het you in -on
the sccret,.

AMERIC AN 5QUA.SS, in a september Editorial, doecsn't quite agrec.
Tho author of the ecditorial likes Amcrican cances, schottisches, polkas
and hambos, but not buropcan folk dances. Yo be suryg, he docs not men-
tion that the schottische and hombo are Swedish and the polka central
Buropean, or thot the Amorican uquarp Dance is, parasdoxically enough,
Fronch. The ladica' chain (eha%ne des dames s), right and left (cha?fne
anglaisc), grand right and left (grande chalne) and do-si-do (dos 4
dos} all camc from Frence; and tlic "Texes Star' ("My Pavorite Dance!
of the last issuc) was being donce in the bzllrcoms cf Francc when the
Lonc Star State was wearing short pants ond red skins. And if the
Sicilian Tarantella is silly, I ‘should llke to know in what way the
clbow swing, do=-si-do, and left and right hand star arc silly in this
Italian dancc if they arc any less so when done in Anierican &quare
danccs., '

» When I noticed thiat the author would draw the line on Carkowvienne
(Whicw! I'd draw scveral lincs through that myself), I wondered if he
mecant Krakowisk (Polish) or Varsoviennc (Swedish). From his wvaguc
description of onc of the mony steps of Krakowisk, I gathered that that
was the onc hce mcant. Projudice, as llichacl Horman says, is "precon-
ccived judgmont or opinion madce without just grounds or without suf-
fielcent knowicdge". When a person condomns a dance whosc name he
doesn't even know, can we call this anything else?® '

I%m o squarc ‘'dance calldy (of sorts), At least, that was tho idea
when I was asked to wrlt this columm. Most of tihe dances that I know
g@mi L Lreom apound How sngland or How York or from books, The sound of
thesfkdetevaitegellior will a@tomaticallywpuddeny.leg. uscles into the
stops of Hull's Victory, Darl ing NU113iC Gray, or-anything clse American,
Europcen folk dencoes didn't come guitc so ecsily; but'I tried™a fow of
Shemaufior e fammore timgs then oncce, and thosc few that I now know,
from the Ukranisn i{olomcyka down south to the Heapolitan Tarantclla,
are pll Moo of thig worlkd".

I cgn't elosc without taking nmy hat off to Janc Parwell of ilhecling.
e JREIaE et T @Wa camp rabelalebay Park was a sight, Lo tcholdl A couplse
of hambos bofore brecakfast, singing gamos in the morning, Karapyet,
Kohanochka, Landl.r, asnd other dancés all aftcrnoon, nationality mcals
from round thce world, cnd American squarcs at night. Dear God, plcasec
pass me a few morc llAO Janc.
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I am writing in opposition to of Italy and Pcland and Roumania,
waurwoint of wiew, " Wou sco, al= . cted® -dnd How @reabtly do we HEro-
though at my Hewark Y.W.C.A. group by cnrich our own culture! Every
we will do Amcrican squarcs, there +timc we do a squarc dance we should
will bo a gencrous repcetoire of the rcememboer the debt we owe our Eu-

dom@e sy @f 011 mations. While ne ropcan ancestors,., Ve Americans
one can be cxpeceted to deny his per-have a way of absorbing things for-
sonal dislikcs, a magazinc whosc clgn, of alturing thom to suit our-

cxpresecd cditorial point of vicw sclves, and then of claiming that
duelarcs certain dances to be "sil~ they arc 100% American, - This is
Iy and which glocfully-misspclls gbl very well and iz a sign that
the noamcs of Buropcon dances is fos-our Amcrican culturc is still grow-

WPy | as' - the R Tad ol sorejudicc ihgs o But why . ghag, thé "doer on
against curopcon culture that i1t further growth? American Squares .
deerics when dirceted agalnst our would be morce truly Amerlcan 1f it
lme r IO -aitire . ~ I havo always fostercd mutual respcct rather than
fclt that the, more we know aboub prejudice.

SiFaE R DOOPIL S T B SEIaN e TN EITe NG~ Florcencc Blumce
spcet and undcrstandlng of " Liaen. Apticipate agreeing with or fak-

Whet better way to lecarn to appre~ ing cxccption to what you say; but
ciatceothers than to do the danccs T shan't be passive gbout it,
-2 - Don Chambors .



The trouble was zll started by
Michacl Herman's ceditorial in which
he denounced as prcjudiced groups
who wantcd to do Amcrican dances
Jjust becausc they were American and
didn't want to do,forcign oncs. He
taught such a group foreclgn danccs
without telling them that they were
forcign and they liked them.

My rcacticn was, by what right
does Hr. Hermam Toll people what
dineaa ey gholdd, dagcese, IT they
dor't wani €o 40 roreign.daczs,
why makc them? And as for tricking
them into doing rLorcign dances, that
struck me as crud¢ ond unsportsman=
like. In fact the wholc procedure
annoycd me, mostly because I prcfer
squarcs and rogard timc spont on
other dances as wasted. (My own
opinion.) .

I procecded to sct forth that T

That was the whole point of my
cditorial. “Mr. Herman, you do
your forcign dances and let me do
my squares and please don't tell me
I ought to do forcign dances for
my own good or to prove that I'm
not prejudiced,”

Jitterbugging is an American
folk dance, probably the only one.
If "I "prefer sgesipes that ©dhe FHen
Fronce, am I prejudiccd against
tive Ufiided “Itates., Leave wogd Brc=
JEdde® 'dilt of 1TEE

Jack says I shouldn't say I
don't likec the Krakowiak until T
have lcarncd to do it. I haven't
loarncd the hambo cither, which T
Iike. T have scen Loth 'daliCess
You don't have to eat an egg to
find out it is rotten, it is suf-
fileicnt 'to smell it. “(BESEEE. b
didn't say that the Krakowiak was
rotten. To them as likes it, OK,

Yikad Sbie Terclin craenss et tias
the schottishe and hambe, 1 sct
forth that T also didn't 1likc some
forcign dancecs and thought they
were silly. (I think somec squarcs
awe s30T 6oy )

AR ighE, T71ike*some -Forolign

but why try to makc wme like it by
calling me prcjudiced if I don't?)
I'm sorry about the name and
speliing. I particularly asked a
member of the Intornaticnal group
what 1t was, I was misinformed.
dances,but prefer Amorican oncs,. My I never pretended to be able to
ncxt step was to say that if Hr, spcll it and 1 have no way at home
Herman, or anyone c¢lsc, wanted for- with a deadlinc to mect, of finding
cign danccs, lot them do them., * I - out.
have no objcetion, Yzu do what you Picasc don't make me learn the
like; I do what I like. Kralrowlak,
spent his vacetion at Long Lake,
others:

Doug Durant and camec home

with this among
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THS ABASH CANNON BALL
v 32

; - ' ;e

All hands sround . . . Shc.

Q The first eouple lcad to the right and' four' hands oncc ‘ardound v, S
. ¥ The lady swing‘ﬁho lady! the gent swing ?hcvgont, V(&L/
27 ¢ Now thc gent swing the lady,’ the 1lady swing the gent. ! v 3z

¢ Go right on home and swing ycur own, for the Wabash Cannon Ball. j::;ﬁ;::
08, tefhe nexteand four hands sroumd and four hoandsy all aEcumRe v
& The « badle, swivae e lady, the gent swinmg the goat,

¥ Now thc gent swing the lady and the lady sving the gent

¥ Go right back home and swing your own, for thce Wabaslhi Cannon Ball

. On to the last and four hands 'round, four hands 211 around. . . . etec.
On to your place and allomande left, right hand to your own,

Greme pigat.-and 1cft you go all around the el

Now mcot your girl and give her o whirl and vromenadc her home

And listen to the jinglc of the Wabash Cannon Ball.

Other couples in turn.
Your cditor hasn't heard the tune for some timé and has mislaid the

fetold @n wihilndh Jie jwed 1T. In wefking 1t Owt he bhed it for a Clme oot
fused wilth . The Weardng o the - -Green, but if-this isn't it, «dt will do,




HARCHING THRU GuORGIA
I have had more reguasts ror the call for this dance than for ary

other. It is the beginners' favorite-~gasy to do aixd lots ol S,

But when you call it as often as Loretta and I have, you're ready to

scream at the very mention of it. Three times a night is too much for

any dance, but that's what Lorotta called this at the country club and

they wanted it again. Even tne southerners like 1it. .

This is a sung call. ‘he tune is, of course, harching thru Georgla

Introduction: All join hands and circle to the lef't around the ring

A1l the way around the place you do the same old thing
When you get to your back yard you stop and take aswing
Swing like we used to in Georgia

Join hands and rasise them to the center highl

Now back again and throw them to the skyt

Now allemand your corners all and swing your partners nigh
Swing like we used to in CGeorgla

First lady promenade the inside of the ring? The Dance

When you get to your own man you stop and take a swing

Everybody raise left hands and march around the ring

Like we were merizing thru Georgia

Hip, hip, hurray® & % # # % % % % # =

Hip, hip, hurray? # # & & % % % % % %5

And when you get to your back yard you stop and take a swing

Swing like we usged to in Georgila.

Bach lady in turn and then each gent in fturn promenades and then wind

up with an allemand left and grand right and left 1f desired.

1. Porward and back _
2., Now the first lady gets a chance to strut her stuff in the middle
of the square while the other dancers make the usual comments

heard when a bcautiful lady goes by. -

3., Everybody raisc left hand, face right, place left hand on the left
shoulder of the dancer ahead and march.

4, The dancers heln out with this shout.

5. Here the caller yells one of the following four commands: "Keep
going the same way," "Turn baclk the other way," "You're going the
right way," or "You'rs going the wrong way." It's part of the fun
to see whether he can trick the dancers into turning around when
they're not supposed to-and vice versa.

Marching Thru Georgia was -he Cirst sheet music that I ever owned.
However, I have tried to call this dance only to be informed that the
i@l ans didn't know the' vunci™so here L0 1se
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OUR PFAVOitITE DANCE by Bobby Robinson
and Carl Schmitz

Our favorite American oquare Pance. An interesting nattern of
footwork, exccuted to a most nleasant tune. One that Americans have
been singing down the years, It has a zip and 1ilt unto itself and has
alwéys been received onthusiastically and has added real joy to every
square Dance Party which we have directed. The recording in Album C-34
"SWING YOLR PAATHNsR" is just right. So come on and Swing Your Darling
with us.

All join hands and circle lcft

FhebiE@enole oud to the ceuple oh,the wight.
Civeldl ¢ Co the left and cirels Ho the riE (3 way round),
It's right hand thru and back vith the left

Swing Your Darling Hellie Gray.

On to the next (2nd couple) rcpeat.
On to the ncxt (3rd couple) repeat.

CHO.iUb O Allemande left with Lady on your left
fight hand to your partner and it's
"Grand right ana lgft, Wien you mecet your
Partuer youw lis%en T0 the call and Swinyg
Your Darling Ncllie Gray

After CHORUS the 2nd ccuple start the circuit
followecd by 3rd ceuple and then the 4th couple.

Y —



Joe and Marian had such a wondor-ilou : W
fand Lirsc couple lcad righc viil Lie

ful time at Lonepe Park on the Fid-
logs' Picnic that when the Lafferty

. . o 2 - = ~ It
Sisters said therec would be a square could sce’.

dance there Labor Day, I made it #1
on my priority list.

Ben Kelly of CUhabtesvifiie; Eaow,
called and they ran squarcs in bo-
tweoen couple dances and Paul Jdoncs.
dRd, widgt s i@l Faraall it fedib
would be an understatement. It's
the £3ret tihe I ever polkased Be
"I Want a Girl Just Like thc Girl",
it didn't. hothesy »olie sastl voe,y thas
They did-a slow shuffling walk, one
step to cvery three beats or somo-
thing.
spoace 1in the middlc for me to show
SN T* T s® LTy Yo have crawied
For alil™ o M

WWhen you go to Lencpe in summor,
you'll find real folk dancing. They
ne'vel got” the "sUdpe ThHey did oL ST
a book. It was rsther inconveniont
for a book-dancecr like me.

For the swing they did a regular
fox trot with their usual shuffle
stop half as fast as the music., This
mcant that they could not stay in
ot pladee L BW ‘e Sl Rari e,
the squarcs disappcarcd. Holding
down one-quarter of ftThe, sgquare I1I'd
lgok over' thHe TLd@er™end wonder 1f
they were dolng a guadrillc or not.
Yo Tlue “ThCHvEeRi §, O eHe. Etley
always mana_cd to _ct back to their
pPlESiti o s galin) WEle N CnE e

"Corncr Swing" was uscd as
us instcad of an allcmand and right
hand grandec. On that command, glve
right hanu to your corncr, wallk a-
round hcr, l¢ft hand to paritner and
walk around h.r. As 2 maticr of
fact, it was usually donc by clasp-
ing elbows. It was fun after I gotb

used to it.

For the do-si-do, they nlaced
thelr hands in front of them, fin-
gers up, palm against the opposite,
as o playimg "Fattytake ", Ia W0k
position they walked around cach o=
Hhcn clicelarl Schive Dilaciels

Ben ¢glled o valy smitcresting
dance to "The Bear went Over the

But they kindly left a largpe

Mountain”, We hands around, swing
muslc arrived at "To sec what he
Ben and the mike yelled
"Courtsey", the orchestra cut its
time in half and partners jolned
right hands which meant that the
hands went in front of the tady.
then & tepped. Left in  ront oSl
partner raising their arms over her
heuad. oShe thon curtseyed and the
gent bowed., On the repetitiom of
the strain, she stepped back to her
position, again passing under their
arms’ and ecurtscyed again. Following
this Ben gave "Four hands around”
"Lady in the center" "Dosido your
opposite! "Swing your opposite! or
whatcver came into his head. Then
on to the next for a curtsey whlle
the bear was seeing what he could
soc sgain., The curtesey figure is
graccful and interesting. We tried
it at the U of P to "Sashay by Your
Partoner! and -1t worlds « 56" 0HEsE *0O0%
"Pop Goes tho Weasel" "Birdy in
the Cage" and "Lady Around Lady"
seccm to be the same everywhcre.
Howcvor, what they called the "Doble
Blbow Swing'" was not a chorus but a
sort of western doscydoe. The wvis-
iting couple lead right and hooked
right elbows with oppositcs and
oncc around; lcf't elbows with part-
ners and once around; repcat. The
danccrs had the figure down so well
that the visiting couplc would pass

she

a chor-around from onc couple to the next

witliout " a pause 1n thelr reel. It
was intecresting to wateh and chal-
lenging to do.

Ben had about sixtcen squares on
floor--said there were more for
the fiddlers! convention. And there
was one custom I liked, altho it is
a bit confusing to a ncwcomer. The
gents went alone to form the squares
and when the confusion was over and
the ecaller hed filled up the last
square, then the ladies jJohimed TREER
partncrs and the dance began--a bit
of courtesy to the ladics that mighg
well be immitatod elscwhere.

£he
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ORIGINAL DANC.s CONTEST
Entrics for this contest should be submitted on 8%x1l white paper.,

Your namc and addrcss should not be
shcet.
(O e KOS A A
magazine moncy.
tor's. It was votcd
nic 6 to 3 and H. Y.

BALANCE ©IGHT AROLID

i)

bost:

Introduction:

Danecc ¢

zach month's winncr rocuives a yecar's subscription free.,

Ladics te the conter and back

on that paper but on a separate
The

right to cntor thelr own danccos and thus save the
As a matter of fact tuis month's winner is your edi-
Denim & Callco 23 to 9,
6. Faculivy club's tow.

a squarc dancc plc-

Tume ¢ Yonkes' Do@dPEy ESREEE 0

Lo the bar

Gente to e tenter for a right hang. star

zct home,

()

when you

give 1sft to your own

And right hand to your corner.

Balancc in

and balance out

Turn with the right hand half about

Balancc
Turn with the

in and balancc out
lecift hand half about

Balance in and balantc owut

Turn with the right hand half about

Cont: Pg 6



‘Balance in and balance out :
H Y Turn with the left haid half avout

A1) eight sw1ng vour pretiy littie maid

Swing her had and promenade

Promenzde arcund the towns

With tra right foot up and the left foot down.

fllemang left and a graad right and left
Now gents go to the center aui cack, ladies form a left hand star, give right hand to
partner and left to corner, and in the balance turn with the left hand first.

Note that in the first figure the gents are facing out when they come out of the star
and after the first turn they are facing in and all join hands again,

b oAb 4 N
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SQUARE DANCTS~-THE FOSTZIR WAY, by C. D. Foster. 35 cards. Copyright 1942. These can
be obtained from ALERICAN SQUAR i3 at the price of $1. Just mail in the buck and we'll
pay the postage. 0

Persons acquained with the so-called Western Style of square dancing will find
much familiar material in this collection of cards. How much of the material was o=
riginated by lMr. Foster and how much was collected by him this reviewer is not in a
position to say as he has been privileged to dance in the West but once. Whichever
is the case, anyone possessing the information found in this collection should have
no trouble in dancing with a group lu the West., Hence, those dancers wishing to
learn the Western technique, or rather calls, will find this collection a valuable
Primere ik is, however, more than an introduction as it includes the more usual
western dances, i.e., more usual to this reviewer as he grew his corns to Foster's
patter as interpreted by one of the West's sons.

Although ample explanations are given for each flgure, the collection seems dc—
signed prinarily for Callers. Its form is good for this purpose. BEach dance is prin-
ted cn a 3 by 5 inch card. This makes it conveniont for an inexperienced caller %o
have the information before him for easy referencc should he bhecome confused or ferget,

It appears that the author has had wide experience in calling--forty odd years
worth to be exact--and scems quite qualified to offer prospcctive and wood-be callers
some pointers. Two of these pointers stand out and scem well-worth quoting.

"Be 'leery' of that simplo-minded, rather loud-mouthed individual, who keeps ask-
ing t> be allowed to call one. He is not anxious to help YOU, he enjoys his own
noise and wants to be IT. YOU are responsible to the crowd so don't let somebody
spoil the dance.

"Make up your own patier, but unless you can use it properly, it will 'fall flat!'
and remember that what will po at one dance with a certain crowd may not go at the

— g n
next dancs with a different crowd. Bt Mo
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