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Hampton Falls’ Prime Wetlands Designation  
A NHEP Community Technical Assistance Project 
Final Report 
August 5, 2008 
 
Abstract 
West Environmental Inc staff (WEI) worked with Hampton Falls Conservation Commission to 
prepare a zoning amendment to designate 10 Prime Wetlands in the town, totally 1,270.8 acres.  
The amendment was approved by the citizens of Hampton Falls at the March 2008 town vote and 
WEI compiled and submitted the Prime Wetlands Designation application to the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services on August 4, 2008.  
 
Overview 
West Environmental Inc staff (WEI) worked with Hampton Falls Conservation Commission to 
prepare the town’s Prime Wetlands Designation (PWD) zoning amendment for town vote and the 
PWD submission to the NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). WEI reviewed the 
2006 Prime Wetland Inventory Report that was prepared by Gove Environmental Services (GES) 
and met with GES staff to review wetland mapping methodology. After analyzing the GES 
reports, WEI determined that an additional six wetlands were eligible for Prime Wetlands 
Designation and reported this information to the Hampton Falls Conservation Commission. The 
Commission decided to pursue PWD for all 10 eligible wetlands. WEI worked with the 
Rockingham Planning Commission to create tax maps overlaid with the 10 candidates for PWD 
(Appendix A).  WEI assisted the Hampton Falls Conservation Commission in preparing the 
zoning amendment for town vote and outreach materials to the town citizens(Appendix B and C).  
WEI attended numerous meetings during this project, including four strategy meetings with the 
Conservation Commission, one with the Planning Board and a public hearing attended by 
members of both boards and interested citizens. The zoning amendment was approved during 
the March 2008 town vote. WEI compiled the PWD package and submitted it for acceptance by 
NHDES on August 4, 2008 (Appendix D). 
 
Prime Wetlands Zoning Amendment with Vote Tally 
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Appendix A:  Hampton Falls Prime Wetlands



Appendix B:  Outreach in Hampton Falls newsletter sent to every resident 
November 2007 Hampton Falls Newsletter December 2007 Hampton Falls Newsletter 

 
 

January-February 2008 Hampton Falls 
Newsletter 

 

 



Appendix C:  Outreach mailed to every resident 
 
 



Appendix D:  Cover Letter for Prime Wetlands Designation Submission to 
NHDES  
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